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Chantar VIII The lLocal Political Environnent

Within the sub-cultures of social class, religion
and nationality othor influences may bo at work in political
attituds formation. For instance, religlous differences may
havoe a less dircct effect wpon political attitudes bacausa

of tha processes of learning about politics in tho local

political environment, or milieu.

The sample of children upon which Laston and Dennis
carried out their analysis was collected in four major regions
of Anerica =~ llorthcast, North Central, South, and Vlest - and
included a large and medium sized city in each region. ‘thilst
scarching for predictors of political learning they strassed

the sinilarities between tha cities and regions.l Commenting

upon the cross group uniformity in political cognition and
affact they write: "In part, this may be the product of the
gpacial character of our sample. It included only children

from white, urban arcas not seriously depressaed eo::t::u'u::mit:.al.J.yq..;""2

Othor American findings suggest, however, that local political

influences may be seen to have a greatar affect upon political

attitudes where black respondants are included in samples.

Langton and Jennings found that the local political environment
of the Anmerican South may have convinced black students that

tha principles they learned in thedr civics courses would not
apply to them, making them more cynical to government, whilst

in tha Amcrican North, black students taking civics courses became

less cynical towaxrds political m.xt:.hc:tr:l.t.‘l.e::x...3
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Peopla in Ulster often think and talk about politics
in terms of particular places, whother these ara troublae spots
or exanples of good comnmunity relations. Tho familiar remark
that "Therc's no place like X" is, howaver, a half truth.

It i8 correct in asserting that two towns, whatever their

givilarities, cannot be identical, if only by virtue of their

nacae It is incorrect insofar as it i3 mecant to suggest that

attitudes of, say, Protestants, will favour a United Irgland

in one town, and a Protestant UDI in another. There are many
things that arae constant from place to place in Northem Ireland.
By locking at political attitudes in terms of where people live,
woc will be able to see to what extent Protestant boys in differ-
ent parts of Ulster have similar or dissimilar outlooks, and

what holds true for Catholic boys. Given the importance of
difforent religious 'mixes' in communities, different levals of
disorder, and differences in distance from the Border, there
arc reasons to expect some local political influencas, that is
to say, that where a boy lives does influence his political

outlook independently of his religion or national identity,

(1) Balfast and Beyond

Balfast, and a radius of appm:simately 30 miles around,
containg the major industrial life of Northern Ireland, Belfast
has been dascribed as, "A dull city where men make money the way

charwomen wash floors: dully, alone, and at a slow nethodical

pace; and also as "...the Glasgow of Ircland, a vigorous,

hard driving, God-fearing masculine town with few feminine graces."s

Azong Belfast's troubles are bad housing, and unemployment.
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vhether segregation along religious and econonic lines is a
problem or a solution depends very much upon the perceptions

of those experiencing ghetto living. Add to this the eruption,
generation after generation, of violent sectarian riots on

tha streats of the city and the recent interjection of the
British Army as a peacekeeping force amidst escalatiné dis-
ordexrs and the picture of Belfast 1s depressing. But to
anyone who has known Belfast intimately in times of peaceful
co~existence it can be a warm, friendly City where 'differences’

when noticed, are kept at a raespectful distance.

The content of political learming in Belfast nmay

ba vastly different from that learned in the Provincial towns
and rural arcas of Northexn Ireland. A schoolboy in Belfast

pay, through contact with City violence, become less amenable

to established authority. Alternatively, the variety of City

1living may lead him to accept more secular values and thus be
veadier to accept institutions £ree from sectarian influence.
The Loyalty Survey found that ‘Degree of urbanization has no*
effect upon readiness to support thae Constitution,' and that,

‘people who live in Belfast are slightly readier to support
{11egal demonstrations than those who occasionally or never

visit :I.t:..l"6 Thus a number of conflicting hypotheses regarding

affact to government seem possible. But since tho areas

gsampled outside Belfast did not include Derry City it is

hypothesized that, owing to the greater frequency of disorder

in Belfast, city boys will be more committed to political violence

than their co-religionists elsewhere.
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Table VIIIs 1 Belfast and Beyond and Discorxd.

PROTESTANTS CATHOLICS
Belfast Beyond Belfast Beyond
| % | S

Primary

Violent 74 38 79 54

Peaceful 25 6l 21 46

No answer 1 l D.I. =368 = - D,I.=25%
Secondary

Violent 72 65 67 57

Peaceful 25 31 31 41

No answer 3 4 D.I.= 7% 2 2 DeI.=10%

Approximately cne-third of Primary and two-fifths

of Secondary schoolboys resided in Belfast. As noted else-

vhere .7 the Secondary schoolboys outside Belfast were much

more likely to have friends in the other religion, and to respond

that the police authorities wers always willing to help them, than
were boys in Belfast. There were, however, few differences

between boys in Primary and Secondary schools regarding affect

to government, by whether they lived in Belfast or beyond.

One exception being that Catholic Secondary schoolboys in Belfast
revealed lower positive affect to government than their 'country’
co~religionists (D.I. = 18%). Generally, city living does not
appear to either increase, or decrease, positive or negative
feelings about government. As hypothesized, the Belfast boys:

are readiest to endorse the use of violence in politics, but this

shows up most clearly among the Primary schoolboys (D.I.'s:

brotestant = 368%; Catholic = 258). (See Table VIIXIs 1)
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Approximately three-quarters of Belfast Primary schoolboys

found 'fighting' acceptable in a political context. Three-
£ifths of ‘country' Primary School Protestants rejected violent
methods for these goals as did 45 per cent of Primary school

Catholics. Among Secondary schoolboys the differences are not

so striking, but in each case, it is the Belfast boys who most

favour physical violence in political disputes: This may

suggest that living in Belfast has important consequences for the
age at which schoolbops learn about political violence. While
‘country' boys are less prone to identify themselves with violent
politics whilst attending Primary school, than are their Belfast
age-group, there is a leveling off process between these groups
during Secondary school years. Alternatively, the Secondary

schoolboys of Belfast may have become more committed to violence

by early 1972 when the Primary school sample was collected.

(2) Gross Population

To differentiate boys outside Belfast, each Secondary
(not Primary) schoolboy was asked to give some indication of
the district in which he lived. Replies were later coded

(with the aid of map and census) as being Belfast, Provincial

town, or rural district. The Provincial towns surveyed contain

populations of between 10,000 and 17,000 persons (1971 Census

Preliminary Report). Boys in an urban districts, or village,

with a pOpulation of 2,000, or less, wore included in the rural
areas., The few secondary schoolboys who did not complate this
question were codad as living in the town or village where their
school was situated. Approximately 40 per cent lived in different
parts of Belfast; 35 per ceant in Provincial towns; and 25 per

cent in the rural areas, We might hypothuizo that boys in the



Ch.VIII = Pe 6

r;n'al areas will be more inclined to peaceful politics because
they are more distant from the places where gangs can meet to

contemplate disorder and because they are more isolated from

one another. Alternatively, many of those classified as

living in rural areas were extremely close to the Border
vhich may have some effect in raising violent predispositions.

Also, rural people, as Rosemary Harris so well illustrates,

are often extremely suspicious of 'city government':s

Even many of the ‘genuine' Ulstermen amongst the
Belfast politicians were suspect in Ballybeg.
Time and again it was made clear to me that
Belfast Unionist politicians were suspected of
being potentially ready to sacrifice the welfare
of areas distant from the capital, and especially

" those on the border, for the sake of areas nearer
Belfast where most Unionist supporters lived, and
on wvhom, therxefore, most Unionist politicians

dﬂpﬁndedont-ooOOt-onooooootoocoooo.-oooooototo--o

Moreover, it was quite widely believed that the
'Belfast men' might as a last resort hand some

of the border areas, including Ballybeg, over

to the Rapublic to get rid of a large number of
Nationalist supporters. This suggestion was
repeatedly denied by the Unionist leaders. This
however, did not stop the suspicion of at least
the less sophisticated people., Not appreciating
the economic and other difficulties involved in
any such idea, they believed that, as they saw it,
they might be victims to be thrown to the lions to
preserve the rest of the Province. 8

Thus in the rural areas, one might hypothesize that positive

affect to government will be at least, no higher than elsewhere

in Ulstér.

Gross population differences reveal virtually no
variations in affect to government between Protestant Secondary
schoolboys. Rural and Provincial town Catholics are slightly
more positive to government than thelr co-religionists in Belfast.
Thus, it is not the rural boys and those most distant to the

geat of government who held political authority in lowest esteen,
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but those who were separated from Stormont by only a few miles.
A few miles in Belfast, however, must be measured in psycho-

logical as well as geographical terms. The Secondary school-
boys living in the rural areas and Belfast are closer together
regarding disorder approval than either are to thei:;: Provincial
town co-religionists, who, especially among Catholics, are the

most peaceful in political outlooks. Only half the Catholic
boys in the Provincial towns accepted the rightness of violence

for a United Ireland to three-£fifths of their co-religionists
in Belfast and the rural arecas. (See Table VIII: 2) Generally,

gross population may have only limited effect upon political
attitudes. ©Protestant groups remain relatively stable in

their attitudes no matter how many, or few, £ill their immediate
environment, whilst Catholics reveal only minor variations.

This suggests that the population density of an area is of less
importance for political learning than other local political

influences, such as acquaintance with City violence.

Table VIII: 2 Gross Population and Discord (Secondary Only)

| PROTESTANTS CATHOLICS
Belfast Provincial Rural Belfast Provincial Rural
Town Town
| 1 | S S S |
Violent 69 60 66 63 50 60
Peaceful 28 36 31 35 47 36

NO answer 3 | 4 | 3 2 3 2
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(3) East and West of the River Bann

The most economically underdeveloped part of Ulster
lies to the West of the River Bann which includes Fermanagh

and Tyrone, most of Counties Armagh and londonderry, and

Londonderry City Borough. Arguments for concentrating

econcmic development in the eastern areas have rested upon

the thesis that only this area has the requirements necessary

for rapid industrial development. Others have seen the

policy as discrimination against the Catholics in the rural
West of Ulstexr. The S.D.L.P. members of one local government
in the Waest, who walked ocut of office as a pmtait againgt
internment, labelled the Stormont government as irresponsible
for the introduction of the internment measure and tell how

their town, with one in every four out of work, has been

neglected by central government down through the years.

According to one such councillor, "Even without internment,
there would have been a case for the people getting up off

their knou."g One might hypothesize, that since economic

development is more advanced in the East than the West, both
Protestants and Catholics in the more prosperous areas will be

more positive to government than their co-religionists where

unenployment figures are higher. Also, both Protestants and
Catholics in the East may see, due to the greater prosperity,
that what one religion gains the other does not lose, and thus

be less inclined to approve resort to physical violence in politics.

Excluding Belfast from the East, approximately one-

third of Protestant Primary schoolboys resided to the Fast of the

River Bann and one-third to the West. Among Primary school
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Catholics, approximately one-fifth lived in the more prosperous
Eastern areas and almost half to the West of the River, 1In
the Secondary school sample there are four areas - East, West,
Belfagt, and one which does not fit easily, economically,

into the East-West divide. Approximately one-£fifth of all

Secondary schoolboys lived to the East of the Bann (excluding

Balfast) and one-£fifth to the West.

Only among the Primary schoolboys does one find more
positive feelings about government in the East. An axceptionally

high proportion (more than half) of Primary school Catholics in
the East felt that government would always want to help people
like them whilst one-third took the more restrained view that

government would sometimes want to help. These boys were drawn
from economically developed areas to the East of the River Bann.
In three cases out of four the bous in the East (excluding
Belfast) are morxre pacific in political discord, Among Primary
schoolboys the Easterners are much less likely to endorse dis-
order for political ends. (D.I.'s: Protestants = 14\;
Catholics = 31%). Among Secondary schoolboys only Catholics

are noticeably different in discord attitudes from their

Western co~religionists. (DX, = 238%) The differences between

East and West have been caused more by boys in the East
rejecting violence than by those in the West being extremely
likaly to approve it, For instance, where these differences
do appear the Eastern boys are approximately 20 per cent below

the general level of violence approval for their school types.
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Table VIIX: 3 Last and West of the Rivar Bann and Discord

(Primaxry Only)
PROTESTANTS CATHOLICS
East West Belfast East West Belfast

S % % % S %
Primary
Violent 31 45 74 33 64 79
Peaceful 68 54 25 67 36 21
No answer 1 - 1 - - -

Most of the Eastern areas within the sampling framework

were relatively economically dewveloped compared to the West of
Northern Ireland. This suggests that higher levels of employ-
ment and prosperity has important consequences for political
learmming among schoolboys. An important qualification to this,
however, appears among Secondary school Protestants whose political
attitudes are relatively uninfluenced by economic conditions.

This may suggest that govermments in Northern Ireland can buy

Catholic support for the regime through material rewards whilst
regime symbolic gratifications, more important to Protaestants,

remain much the same under different economic conditions.

(4) The Border

The older criteria of political geography cannot be

applied to modern state boundaries. Parts of diffewent states

may be in closer contact with one another than with their

respective centres of government. The arbitrary boundary

lines drawn between 'New Nations' by Western colonizers paid
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1ittlo he€d to anclent tribal boundaries or to tha fact that

nouadic tribes crossed and re-crogssad such boundaries without

acknowledging thelr existenca. Thae Bordor of Ulstar follows

an irregular path and pursues a straight coursa for vary faow
niles at a time. According to the Handbook of the. Ulstor
e e e S—

Question (1923),'...the border, whon it was set up, cut across

twonty or more rall tracks and ran through no less than fourteen

hundrod agricultural :*hcld.i.ngs'.lo Where the Border follows

tho River Termon it cuts through the village of Pettigo on the

Donegal-Fermanagh frontier. One part of Pettigo went to Ulster

to ba known as Tullyhommon whilst the rest, in the Republic,

continuad as Pettigo. Thae Orange Hall is in the Republican

part whilst the majority of Protestants live on the Ulster sidae.

Thus, thao Border, at placaes, for the practicalities of everyday

life 18 as 'begulling as a soft Irish mist.'n The Bordar,

howaevor, has a very real significance for many who live close

to it. As Rosemary Harris in her study of Prajudice and Tolarance

in Ulster points out:

.« The border, close physically and omnipresent
psychologically, brought into sharp contrast not

only those actually separated by it but those

separated becausa thaelr opinions about it were
Qpposeﬂ.12

Protestants -who live close to the Border are often

extremoly anxious through fear of cross-Bordexr IRA raids., For

instance rockets have been fired from across the Bordar and

wirxes leading to ambush-bombs have been followed a few hundred

yards into the Republic. This suggests that they may become

less positive to a Government which, in their eyes, did little

to protect them apart from recognising the legal standing of
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their own dofence corps (the now disbanded Ulster Spacial Resarve
Constabulary). Also, since mobilized for thaelr own defonce they
night ba expacted to favour political violence to maintain the:

Border., Catholics living close to thae Bordar may be less positive
to Govarnnmant, sincae they are more likely to look to Dublin as
thair capital, and more prone to political violence, since any
changoe in the Bordor would bs to their political, 1if not economic,

advantage.

Approximataely 750 Secondary schoolboys in the sample
1ived reolatively close to the Border., Two hundred and fifty
of thaese attendsd school about ten miles from the Border whilst
approximataly one hundred lived right up against the State
divide. In ono school, a few miles from the Bordar, one boy
informed me that he travelled to school across the Bordsr every
norning fron a village in the Republic which led to his being
excluded from the survey and to further cnquiries as to exactly
wvhere the boys lived. Travelling, one evening in the school

bus, along the Border, impressed upon ma the extent to which the

gchool catchment area was delimited by the Dorder.

Among both Catholic and Secondary schoolboys there
are few dlfforences regarding affect to Govarnment by distance
from the Bordear, and Catholic secondary schoolboys who live
close to the Border are only slightly more likely to favour -
violanca to remove it than thelr co-religionists who live
closor to Belfast. Whex} Baelfast is excluded fron areas far
from the Bordar few differences regarding Government appear,

but of Catholic Sacondary boys closae to tha Border, 64 per cent
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approved the use of physical violence in politics to only 41 per
cent of those further from the Border (excluding Belfast). When
the one-f£fifth of Secondary schoolboys who attended schools very
close to tha Dorder are isolated theyuaro ﬂvirtually ghe sama in
affect to govermment as others and &u a strong resemblance to
all boys Vest of the River Bénn regudiﬂg discord.  Among

Primary schoolboys approximately one-third of Protestants and

two~-£f1fths of Catholics lived relatively near the Border. When

ccapared to their co-religionists in the North East (excluding

Delfast) they are slightly less positive to government (D.I.'s:
v Protestants = 12%; Catholics =°'11%), and, especially among

Catholics, more violent in political predispositions ‘(D.I.'ss

Protestants = 14% Catholicg = 30%). Thase diffarences ara

caused howaver, more by peace in the North East (outside Balfast) -
than by increases 1in violence approval on thae Border.. Catholics
living rolatively close to the Border are like most Catholic boys
regarding violence (three~fifths approve its use in politics).

It i3 the minority of Catholics in thae lorth East who are unusual
in that only approximataly 35 par cent approved fighting for a
Unitod Ireland. Thus, it could be argued, that living-relatively

far fron a symbolic dissatisfaction (the Border) and cloge to

higher matarial benefits 1s assocliated with dacreases in violence
approval among Catholic schoolboys.  Catholics living closer to
the Border are mora like their Balfast co-raligionists.and -

reprosent a major weakness in the Border as-a national:divide. -

> ¥
-.'ﬁI + * '-,-:I - : {':_ - -E’ﬁ k-
. SR
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(3) Realigious Populations

The Falls is a self contained community. ©On

the Road are schools for the mind, a hospital

for the body, churches for the soul, and cemaetaries
to cater for what's left over. A man could be
born, educated, married, hospitalized, and buried,
and never leave the Falls - and many never do.
‘But 1£ a Fallsman does leave it's not to another
part of Belfast he'll go, but rather to England,
Australia, or America, for these he would consider

les hostile territor:l.es than the wilder shorea
of his own ¢.~.:l.t:y1...l..3

Dr. Emrys Jones, in his study of "The Distribution
and Segregation of Roman Catholics in Belfast", found a high
dagrea of correlation between low soclo-economic ratings and
high proportions of Catholics.14 A more recent study (1968)
of segregation in Delfast revealed that socio-economic sagregation
of co-religionists was almost as great as that Setwean working

clagss districts of different religious composition. 15 And
"Flight", a study of population movemant in Belfast during
August 1971, revealed that some areas, which were previously
thought of as being mixed (by religion), thus serving as buffer

zones between one raeligion areas, were themselves becoming

segregated as families moved into the xefuge of religious enc:].m.rel..]'6
A moxe recent study showed that something like 60,000 peoplae had

been forced to move out of their homes during the period from
August 1969 to February 1973.. This mass flight is apparently

considered by the researchers to be the largest fixed population

movemant in Waestam Europe since World war 11.17 An Alliance

Party spokesman made a plea to families in mixed areas to stay

where they wera lest, by moving, they were "helping to build

another riot area"” and "a gunman's training gmund."m

¥hy
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people want to live in religiously homogencous arcas in Balfast

may be explained on tha grounds of thoelr fear of a conspiracy
against then, actual threats involving movement, and attempts
to reduce the tension lavels within themsolves and their
families. The fight results in people flocking togatharx,

There is a positive attraction as well as a negative push,

Ona nilght expect that those who live in arcas in
ulster where co-religionists are in a majority, will differ in
political attitudes, to those who live where thelr "own }:ing"
aro in a ninority. Findings elsewhere suggest that tha greatar

the honogeneity onc £inds in a district the casier it is to pre-

dict political rax;ponses.lg In Ulster, however, £indings among
adults suggest that tha balance of xeligions has no significant
influcnce upon political outlooks. "There was only a slight
tendency for Catholics to be less in favour of illegal

Cononstrations where they are in the minority than where they

are in the majority."zo

-A speclal effort was made when the sauples were collected
to interview in schools in Belfast that had a catchment arca
containing a majority in one religion or the othor, and mixed
arcags. Outside of Belfast the arcas sampled in the East were
genorally ‘core' Protestant areas whilst those in the West wera
either Catholic majority, or mixed, areas. It might be hypo-
thesized that whare boys know thelr own religionists to be in a
pajority they will be moxe violent in political outlook, having
10553 to fear from the 'others'. Alternatively, Protaestants, in

a. pinority, may be more committaed to physical force politics
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because local conditions do not reflect tho Ulster-wido Protestant
ascendancy. Where Catholics are in a majority they may bo least
positive to gowvernment boacause of a collective senso of dig-
crinination, and whore in a nminority, they may be more positiva,
since thoy enjoy betteor economic conditions being less of a
threat to the local Protestants. Protestants in a ninority are
woro likely to be found in the Weat and probably reveal lower

positive feelings to governnent because of econcomic conditions

and ray fear thelr interecats are being sacrificed for those in
the East, whilst, when in a majority, they probably feal moro

kindly disposed towards government since their local conditions
mirror thoso of Protestant rule in Ulster. Alternativaly,

renembering the adult finding, tha balance of religions nay havo

little or no cffect upon political attitudes.

Approxinately throe-£fifths of Protestant boys lived
in towns, or arcas which contained a najority of their own co-
religionists. One-fifth lived in Catholic majority, and one-
fifth in mixed areas. About cne half of the Catholic boys

lived in places with a majority of co-religionists, whilst one-

£fifth stayed in mixed, and the remainder in Protestant zones.

There 18 little variation in affect to government among Protestant
Secondary schoolboys according to the religlous complexion of
thoir immediate environment. But Primary Protestant schoolboys
living in Catholic arcas are less extremaly positive to govern=-
mant than thelr co-religionists elscwhere. Whereas approximately
70 por caent of Primary school Protestants in other areas say

that governmont will always want to halp people like them, this

is found arong only 50 par cent of those in Catholic areas.

Catholic Primary schoolboys living as a majority ars less positibr

to government than thelr Primary school co-religionists elsewhere,

- pals
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but all Catholic boys living in predominantly Protestant arcas
reveal batter feelings towards government than their co-

religionists elsewhere., Catholic Primary schoolboys in Protestant

areas sea government morg benevolently than do Primary Protastant

schoolboys in Catholic arcas. Only among Protestant Secondary
schoolboys does tha local population mixture appear to make

little diffcronce to attitudes towards fighting for a Protestant
Ulster. But, in the other school groups, boys arae least violont

in politics whero they are in a religlous minority (See Tables

ViiI:4d & VIII:h).

Table VIIIt4 Religious Proportions and Affect to Governmant

PROTLSTANTS CATHOLICS
Cathollic Protestant Mixed Cathollic Protaestant Mixed

Majority Majority

Majority Majority

3 L % 3 % %
Primar

POSITIVE 50 67 10 21 52 32
positiva 46 - 28 27 38 34 31
nogativa - 3 3 24 11 15
NEGATIVE 3 1 - 17 3 20
no answar 1 ' - - - 2

Secondary
POSITIVE 35 31 37 18 20 14
positive 50 53 48 45 51 43
ncgative 11 - 12 11l 24 19 29
NCGATIVE 3 4 4 11l 5 13
~ nO answer 1 - - 2 5 1
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Table VIXI: 5 QReliglous Proportions and Discord

PROTESTANTS CIBTIIOLICS
Catholic Protestant Mixed Catholic Protectant Mixed
najority najority najority majority
% L3 % L % %
Primary
Violont 33 54 56 83 - 40 52
Pecaceful €6 45 . 43 - 17 60O 48
no answer 1 1 1 - - -
focondary
Violent 3 70 65 68 44 6l
Peacecful 30 27 31 30 53 36
¥lo answer 7 3 4 2 3 3

The clearaest implications of these findings concerns
Catholics. Those living .1.1;1 a Protestant majcn:j.tj,;r arc;a. are both
roro positive to government and less inclined to pélitical violence.
Thic suggests that fear of retaliation may ke just as important
for political attitudes as material rewards (East River Bann)
and living rolatively far from a symbollc dissatisfaction (the
Dordar). Yet the fact that Catholics in fProteatant areqsg are

also more positive to government suggests that ona cannot discount

izproved eccnomic conditions in lowering the vidlent temperature

of Ulstexr. The dispersion of the Catholic population among

Protestants may promote more peaceful attitudes than confining

then to "ghettoes" in orxrder to contain the violence. Protestant
Primary schoolboys appear to be more politically sensitive to
local condlitions than their Secondzry school co-religionists.
whaon surroundsd by a majority of Catholics they are both less

positive to government and ready to endorse disorder. This may
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suggest that whilst thoy arae 'catching'! a grudge aqainst
govarnnant from tho adult Protestant comnunity in Catholic
areas thoy are nora afraid to express this in vioionco *ap‘proval
than their oldar co-roligionists. Alternatively, thelir paronto
pay have taught them to be peaceful in an exposed position. I
Protastant Secondary schoolboys howevaer, areo relat:ivoly un-=

affactad by the religious proportions around them. This
guggests that Protestants all over Ulster may grow out of early

caution into the more assaertive stanca of Province-wida

donination.

(6) Level of Disorder

civil disturbances in Northern Ireland appear to be
having effects upon normal scheool life, examinations and

educational progress. One school, for instance, has lost 140

pupils from its rolls principally due to tha disordors. !

b

pavid Bleakley, formar Minister of Community Relations writes:

The effects of the front line are felt at every level
of school life. fecurity precautions, for instance,
are now an important item on tha list of duties.

And they have to be taken seriously. It is not
unusual for children to be caught in cross-fire or
bomb blast, or for windows to be shattered. Oneo
five~-year-old recently offered her teacher a bag
filled with gelignite and detonators., <Tho
explanation: "Please Miss, I found it in the
corridor.” On scma occasions schoolg have found
themselves the unsuspecting site of an arms dump.
First aid sexvices have taken on a new urgency and

a new language of instruction. The latest grinm
docunent on issuae to staff warnss "“If an explosion
occurs pupils with superficial injuries who are able -
to walk should leave with the otherxa; seriously
injured pupils should not be moved unless they are

in obvious danger.” Speclal first aid boxes are
now held ready and most schools have rendezvous
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positions for evacuation.” Elaborate alarm systens
and search procedures ars also in operation.
School bags, too, have becoma susplicious articles.

No longer can they be left unattended by pupils;
toachers are told to treat every unidentified bag -

with auspicion.zzi |
Invigilators reports on irregular, or unforescoable happenings

attributable to tha 'troubles' at the time of examinations have

increased by over three hundred per cent between 1971 and ].9‘72;""'3

and when mathematical game-tests were given to intelligent

children from Belfast whon in refugee centres in Eirxre they were

found, on avarage, to ba two vears behind children of the same

ago group in Dubl.i.m.z't1 One taeacher, writing of the effects of

the 1971-72 disturbances on pupils in a Belfast Catholic school,

commaentss

Tha effects are now clear, There is a high rate

of absenteocism and latecoming; 1t is nore and more
difficult to interest boys in class-work; there is
an upsurga of buffoonery, noisiness, excitability.
Class~-xroom work is suffering and teachers are

feeling the strain. Teachers' authority is not
being directly challenged - thankfully we had
developed over the years falrly easy relationships
with the boys = but a new and very significant

factor 1s showing, one which bodes 11l for tha school
in the long term; first year pupils, usually over=-
awved and very amenablo in thelr £irst term, are rowdy
and not receptive to rebukea.25

And another teacher, this time in a Belfast County (Protestant)

gchool, corments:

As Government and Citizenship is a school subject
it would be impossible for me not to coma to tems
with the attitudes of the pupils and I would say
that opinion hardened very rapldly in 1968-69 and
it has remained that way. That is not to say that
rational discussion of current issues is completaly
impossible but the range of opinion starts at

'Tartan' and rarely goes beyond official Unionist.
It 13 cleaxr that before 1968 there was very considerable

mixing with the 'other side' but they have now severad
all connections.26
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nnd Morris Fraser, child psychiatrist in Beolfast during the
'troublos' writes: ".i...8carcaly any child living in riot
conditions has escaped having at lcast soma symptoms of acute
anxiety -~ slaecp disturbances, separaticn fears, school refusal,

loss of appotite, bowal, gastric and urinary upsets, headaches."?’

Although researxch evidence suggests that children

living outside riot arcas have knowledge of, and are affected

o, disordcrs,za it scems unlikely that children in the quleter

araas will recpond in exactly the same way as those directly
affocted. Tor instance, some research reports that porsons
in the riot areas becomne adjusted to disorders whilst those in

tha quieter surrounding areas becoma highly a.mdous lest troublas
gproad to thelr imediate cnvironment. 29 It alno seens likely

that adults and children in tho vaincial towns and rural areas
will respond differecntly to thay disorders and t.hat_this Yesponse

will bear same reclationship to the level of civil unrest in their

district.

tthen bothmthc Secondary and Pﬁri:maxy scﬁool ganples )
wore colhlacted an effort was mads to cozixduct intarwviews{ in areas
axporiencing different 1evalswpf ciyil disordar, Boyah attandinq
gchool eithar in, oxr just peripheral to, riot a;::eas, ware said
to be experiencing a 'lot of trouble'; those in other parts of
Balfast as having 'some troubla', When boys in the Provincial
towas and surrounding areas wera classified it was possible, in
both aearly 1972 and 1971, to designata certain areas% (;3 ;:?ompared
with, say Andarsonstown) as having axperienced 'littla' or 'no

trouble's This clasaiflcation mathod yieldad tha following
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distribution:
Jot of Soma Little No
trouble trouble trouble troubla
Primary

Protestants$h 22 16 31 31

Catholics % 18 14 46 22
secondary

Protestants % 13 29 19 39

Catholics % 19 21 5 55

One drawback about this method of classification is
that many of tha schoolboys travelled to school from areas
expariencing difforent levels of disorder.  For instanca, I
travelled with one Belfast schoolboy on a Belfast Corporation
bus, right out of the 'harder' area whera the school was
situated, to one of the quleter parts of the City. MNeverthcless,
the boys were at a maxinmum in the catchment arca of a trouble
spot, and they would hear of events from class-mates. It might
be hypothesized, therefore, that, because of local tensions, boys
in areas with greater disorder will be readier to accept violence
in their political relations., Also, because disorder may be
asgsociated with bad housing and with law enforcement among

Protestants, and with rebellion among Catholics, those in the

higher tension zones may be, at least, less positive towards .

gove mnent. | _ . :

In three school types out of four, positive affact -
towvards govearnment is lower in high trouble areas. But only

in the Catholic Primary schools is the Aifference from the total
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distribution of affect very striking (23%) whora 47 par cont are
eithor grudging, or malaevolent, in thair affect to government.

But overall, there is no steady increase in positiva affact as

ona noves fraa the hardar areas through those with leas troubla.
Ganerally, there is a dacline in disorder approval from the harder
areas to those with littla, or no trouble. In tha Catholic Primary

schools there is a drop of 60 per cent in violence approval batween

the areas of highaest and lowest records of violent "happanings".

(Sae Table VIII: 6).

Tablae VIIX: 6 Disorder Levels and Discord

PROTESTANTS ‘ CATHOLICS
Lot of Some Little No Iot of Somae Little No
troubla trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble
S % % % 2 % % %
Primary
violent 80 64 45 31 03 54 64 33
Paaceful 18 35 54 69 7 46 35 67
No answer 1 T 1 - - - 1 -
Seconada
violent 84 = 66 65 65 73 60 57 57
Peacoful 12 31 31 31 25 38 38 41
No answer 4 3 4 4 2 2 S 2

In arcas that have experienced a lot of disordexr, boys

t}em*notﬂ asked to give hypothetical views about remote events, but
to make judgenents based upon local knowledge. Especially among
the Primary schoolboys, one might hypothesize, that readiness to
endorse violence would decline once they saw that tough talk could
lead to bittor consequences. The interviews show that the opposite
occurs. Doys who have seen disorders, or vho have lived closa to
them, are roadier to justify violent politics than others. That

this phenomena is seen most clearly among thae Primary, rather than
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the Sacondary schoolbops may be an indication that the earlier in

life one bacomes adaptod to disordaers, the more- likely it is that

chysical forca will become the accepted nom in baslic political

disputas. Or, alternatively, that Secondary schoolboys ars that

puch mora mature and likely to avaluate violance a3 good or bad

rathar than simply take it for granted as thelr youngoxr brothors .

nay. Such findings support Morris Fraser in his xejoction of -.

the "myth of catharsias", Catharsis implies that"...the act of .

witneasing or participating in a violent scana would make tho

gubject less likaely to behave aggressively afterwards,® 30 Iin

Northern Ircland, first hand knowledge of violenca incrcasas the

1ikalihood that disorders will be indulged in upon some  futuro

occasion.

(7) Subijective Views of Dicordex levels

Ona nodal of the disorders in Ulster is bazed upon part
of the frustration-aggression hypothesis.n This suggests, briefly,

that awakened aspirations in some of the Ulster pcople wera blocked

by extreme Unionists, leading to frustration, stronger identifiﬁxcatioxrx
with religious communities, and disorder. Further frustrations
folloved when the police and the USC intervenad and parades waere
banned causing further disorders. Finally, the intervaention

of the army, greatly increased the number of frustrations

especially vwhen poople bagan to believe that the amy was ngainat
then, and incapable of protecting then. J\tl'.*this stage two nmajor
ingredients of frustration are cambined: the belief that political

laadars are incapable, or unwilling to provida the social imprévamenta



{initially hoped for; and, frequent contact with 'aggressive stimulil’
in the form of tha British Army. DBoth these frustrations

faed back into closer identification with roligious comnmunities,

and further disorder which begins to be sean as legitimate.

This wodel is based upon how a person feels about local conditions,

rathar than upon the conditions themsalvas. Whilst the objaective
peasure of trouvble in a diastrict did £ind that boys in tha harder
arsas were more violence-prone, it doas not follow that all boys
will seo the sanae conditions in simllar ways or react in like
manner. But, it might ba hypothesized, that the greater the
nunber of 'aggressive stimuli' (police, army, disappointmants,
'othars'!, bad conditions, hostile images) that a schoolboy
subjectively experiences, the more likely it will be that he

will have lower positive affect for government, and greater
roadiness to approve disorder, 1In order to test this hypo-

thaesis, bops were asked to express how thoy felt about the level

of disorder in thelr locality. This produced the following

gubjective distribution:

PROTLESTANTS CATHOLICS
Lot of Samo Little lNo Iot of Sone Little No
trouble trouble trouble trouble NA trouble trouble trouble trouble A
,., d "
Privary % 24 14 33 27 2 34 17 24 21 4
Secondary % 16 14 25 14 1 11l 14 24 49 2

Thare is little differenca regarding how a Protestant

boy feals about government by how he rates tha level of trouble

in his district. Catholic boys reveal lowest positive affect

for governnent when they feel they live in a high trouble arca.

Ona quarter of such Catholic Secondary schoolboys had malevolent
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faolings about government (governmont wants to hurt...) as had
ona fifth of Catholic Primary schoolboys. (Sea Table VIII: 7)
This suggests that Catholics, in times of frustrations, arae
ready to turn thaeir aggression against political authorities.

The same does not apply to Protestants who may channel their

aggressions more fully against the nearest ‘others'., There

is a steady decline in disorder approval, among all boys, as
tholr perceptions of local trouble decreases. For insgtance,

77 per cent of Catholic Primary schoolbops who felt thore was
a lot of trouble in thelr area ppproved of political violenca
for a United Ircland compared to only 35 per cent approving
disorders when thay feclt there were no local 'happenings'.

(See Table VIII: 8)

Subjactive View of Disorder levels and Affaect
to Government.

Table VIIX:s 7

CATHOLICS

PROTESTANTS
Lot of Some Little No Lot of Some Little 1Mo
trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble
% s L 2 % S s %
Z:":;1":':'-;L_Sl:%'r1:VE 68 65 = 61 Y 23 30 36 51
positive 26 33 - 36° 27 37 37 38 28
negative 4 - - 2 3 21 23 14 12
NEGATIVE 1 1 - o | 18 1l 1l 8
NO answer l 1 1 ' 2 1 - 1 1
Secondary - | L oo |
POSITIVE 31 32 32 35 15 11 18 19
positive 45 55i 54 51 32 45 50 48
negative 17 11 10 . 11 27 31 20 24
NEGATIVE < 2 3 3 24 12 10 5
' 2 - 1 2 1 2 4

No answver
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Table VIII: 8 - Subjective View of Disorder laevels and Discord

PROTESTANTS ' CATHOLICS
Lot of Some - ILittle No lot of Some Little No
trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble trouble
s % % S % S | %
Primary
Violent 60 58 46 - 46 17 68 . 58 35
Peaceful 39 42 - 52 54 22 32 42 65
No answar 1 e 2 - 1 - _ _
Sacondary
Violent 79 73 70 62 11 69 62 53
Paaceful 16 24 29 35 20 28 35 45
No answer = S 3 1 3 f 2 3 3 2

lHHow a boy interprats the *‘happenings' of his locality
will have consequences for his attitudes to disorders. When the
local milieu is relatively 'normal' boys divide fairly evenly
ag to violence approval; as the violenca in their environment
'heats up' wore boys begin to apprové disorders in politics;

when the local political conditions become 'rxred-hot' prediction

bacomes aasier: about three-quartaers of the boys begin to think
violence i8 justified; 41if 'warmer’ days1can ba forecast trh;are
is roason to believe fthat total accaptant;a ;)f violence will be
raachead., It is important to notai, howavax, that -even in low
tepxperatures (no trouble perceivad) combustible material is in

plentiful supply (half the boys approved violenca).

Morris Fraser also suggests that nore than objective
frustrations are involvad in violence approval.  He writes of
the ¥ultural Bogeyman' (Catholic, Protestant, British Soldier)

who 18 accepted as evil long before the onset of actual disorders



Ch. VIII = Pe 28

or any unpleasant contact with such cultural anti-herces. ' He
further suggests that when the cultural bogayman is close at

hand and perceived as threatening, fear is aroused and fantasies
of gatting rid of all anti-heroes are entertained by young school-
ch.i.lod;ren‘.32 Such a theory fits my own £indings in that the

greater amount of trouble (anti~herces close at hand and parcaived

as threatening) a schoolboy subjectivaly feels in his own area
the more likely it becomes that he will accept violent political

raelationships (fantasies of riddance). This does not, haowever,
make light of the real institutionalized aevils and actual

heppenings in the area, but draws attention to tha affoct of

hostile images in socialization into conflict.,

(8) Enigration

As]dng ch:l.ldrreni and young people whethar they want to
yemain in Ulster after they have left school and/or university/
college illuminates, to some extent, how they feel about their

political environment. Barrit and Carter calculate that £rom
1951 to 1961 there was a net emigration of about 51,000 Catholics

and 41,000 Protestants from Northern Ireland. They comment,
'.oesccmigration is ju;t ¢amboﬁut. ﬁsufﬂci*erit to drair; off the excess
births in the Catholic community, and keep the prog;értion of
protestants and Catholics almost stable; they are in fact still
vary close to the leiréla at which thay sféod at the foundatior{
of the stabe forty years Hago.'aa They attribute this pﬁenomena

0 Yeeooo .the; differonce in ecox;fmic op;;oftunity. esee ! which, they
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‘quest .;.t.tig ; reglﬂlté; mj.ﬂtaining the étﬂtﬂﬂ SUO-'34

Disorder ig another reason for emigration. Each wave of

civic unrost is followed by an upsurge of .emigration app~
lications.35 For instanée, in 1971, three times as many

Ulster paople applied to go to Australia as in 1967, before

disordars began.36 Of those leaving Ulster the main age

group is betwean twenty and thirty years of age,37 and are
drawn from almost evary social class. Figuresﬁ for those
poving o Canada indicate that 25 poer cent are professional
people, 50-60 per cent are h:l.ghlyr skilled, and the others,

seni~gkilled. 38 It is difficult to emigrate without somae sort

39

of skill or other so the mami;l ‘workers remain behind. It

is likely that children and young peoPie will know something

of their parents discussions regarding emigration and may have
formed a commitment for themselves that, if their parents

don't leave, they certainly will whenever they are able to do
80, Schoolmasters, understandably, are extramely reluctant to
gspaak about any dissatisfaction among their pupils. A hoead of
a large Grarmar school said, 'I have only known ona or two

students who have mentioned the troubles and said, I wan't to

get out.* <0

One might hypothesize that those boys desiring to
leoave Ulstor will be those least satisfied with government and
politics in lorthern Ireland.  Protestants who wish to leave
pay feol that not enough is being done to keop Ulstaer Protestant,
and potontial Catholic emigrants may be the strongest opponents

of the Bordar in Irish politics.. Altornatively, a large

proportion of those leaving may be tired of sectarian politics
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and be among those least prepared to see violence in political
1ife. Richarxd Ro;e found '...no association botween thoughts
of emigration and attitudes towards the raegime, thus suggesting.. .
that political problems are not consciously a motive for

emigration,’ 41

Two-£fifths of Secondary and one~third of Primary
schoolboys indicated that they wanted to leave Ulster when thay

are oldar. This cannot be simply attributed to a boy's love
of travel and adventure since, when the Secondary schoolboys

vere asked to record their life's ambition, only 16 per cent

replied that it was to travel widely.42 The majority of

potential eaigrants amnong schoolboys chose either Canada or

Australia as their destination. Findings regarding affect

to governnent are inconclusive. It is the boys who want to .
stay in Northern Ircland who are readliest to resort to violence
in politics. This is some indication that the most peaceful
boys dasire to escape the disorders. Those who plan to stay

on in Ulster are better adapted to a violent political climate

sinca, Lf they will not exit, they may have to fight for their own.

Sunmarys  Local Political Environment

Using the same methodology as tﬁatﬁdascribed in the

guzmary of Chapter V produced the foilov;ing:



Domndnnt Variable: AFFECT

CHARMACTERISTIC

Roligious Proportions
Catholic Majority

Protostant Majority

Ohjective Disorder

Lot
SOomo

Little

None

Subj active Trouble

1ot

lionea

East[Eeat.nann

East (excluding Belfast)

Mid

Belfast

- » docrease in positive affect to governnent

+ = increase in positive affect to governimnt

Protestants

Primary Secondary

18-

19~
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Catholics

Primary Secondary

16~

19+

23-

26+

18+

18+

18+

10+

12~

15+

18-

11+

14+

1l-



DagandantWVarlablea DISORDER

CHARMACTERISTIC

"7 Primary Secondary

Balfaatznon—nalfast

belfast

Hon~-Belfast

Fast/tlest Bann

East (excluding Belfast)

Objectiva Disorder

Lot

sSone

loneo

Subjective Trouble

Lot

lione

Religious Proportions
Catholic Majority

Protastant Majority

Mixed

Protestants

23+

14~

21

29+

13+

19~

- = docraase 1in disorder approval

+ = increase in disorder approval

l6+

12+

CheVIII ~ Pe 32

Catholics

Primary Sacondary

19+

30 19~

33+ - 13+

18+ 18+

25~

23+
23~ 16—

l1l-
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The most important local influences associated with
affoct to government and discord attitudes are: the lovel of
disorder, actual and perceived, in an area; religious pop-
ulation proportions; and-:living East of tha River Bann, out=-

gside Balfast,

Whexe boys live in, or near, the front lines of the
battle £ields of Ulster they arae rore violent in political

outlock and, 1f they are Catholics, less positive in affect to
governzent. Near the front-line two essential character-

istics of thoe political systenm ara under stress ~ the government
and tha Congtitution: Tha Catholics' boys view of government =

filtered through thoe smoke screen of bonbs and gas - 18 much

more hostlle than that seen by his co-religionists whare the

noise of battle is dimmer. &aAnd learning to oppose political
cpponents violently is most thoroughly taken to heart whore

the lessons are vividly illustrated near to, or just outsidas,
ong's front door. Thus, as violence spreads and/or intensifies, |
boys, rather than becoming pacifiets, will endorse its use in
politics ‘wore fully than before. And Catholic bogs, in

particular, will becconoe wore alienated from political authority

as 1llegal violence increases.

Whareas Protestant boys, llving in Catholic majority
araeas reveal lower positive affect to government than many of
thair co~religionists, it 1s the Catholics who live in Protestant
aroas who are among the most positively orientated Catholics

towards government.: The Protestant boys in the Catholic areas

may rodent the fact that thelr local minority deviates seriously
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from the Protestant position in the whole of Northorn Ireland.
Their lower positive affact to government may also be associated
with the lower levels of economic davelopment West of the River
Bann and by thalr more exposed position close to the Bordar.
Thus, a Protestant boy -~ sceing government through a filter of
catholics, econonic underdavelopment and Bordoer proximity -

beconas laess likely to think of that government as his bene-
volent protector and provider. The dispersion of Catholics

evonly throughout Ulster may be associated with an all-xround
{ncroasa in positive feoalings towards governmont. Also,

living in an area, or town, containing a majority of tho '*othorx!
religion, makes it less likely that a boy will be violontly
disposed in politics. This may ba bacause ha has a better
chance of knowing the 'others' on a friendly basis, or bacause

he fears dafeat should he indulge in disorders, <Tha second
option sppears more plausible, espacially among Primarxy school
Protestants living in Catholic arecas, because it i1s when Catholic
boys have the weight of numbers with them that violent attitudes
occur with greater frequancy. Secondary school Protestants,

on the other hand, reveal little variation in violence approval
by the religious proportions surrounding them. If.this suggests
that Primary school Protestants will follow a similar pattern

as they mature it may be possible to dispexrse Catholics through-
out Ulster without affecting Protestant violence approval,
whilst, at the same time, decreasing Catholic disordar accept-
anca. Alternatively, since the increased disorder of 1972-73
has railsed disorder levels in Protestant majority arcas a
dispersion of Catholics would probably result in escalating

gectarian bloodshed.- Thus, until substantial political agreements

- ki e g e Ay, - o o
-~ o
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betwaen Protestant nhh Catholic factiona have been reached

segrogated 1iving may be more of an 'answar' than a 'problem'.

Living in the more prosperous areas of the North
East (excluding Belfast) appears to hava socializtition
conscquancaes for government, especlally among Catholics.

Seeing government through the economic build-up of more
prosparous areas appears assoclated with higher support for

political authority. This may be associated with being in a

Protestant majority area and being less of a throat to the
balanca of powar, hence, more aconanic advantages to Catholics:
a Catholic gain is less likely to be seen as a Protastant loss.
poth the younger Protestant, and Catholic boys of all agas,

in the East, lack the psychological predispositions for? dig-
ordar more obvious elsewhere. This may ba, for Catholics,
sicply because they ara in a ninority, and, for Protestants,
bacause they are satisfied that their predominance i3 un-
threatened, and/or because the area has less uncemployment.
Dispersion of Catholics among Protestants, together with all-
round econcmic development, seems likely to be associatad with
increased good feelings to government and violence approval
reduction, or among Protestant Secondary schoolboys, no
increase in disorder approval. Such disperséon however,-
would involve a mass exodus of Protestf.ants; to the West and
would ba precaded by massive economic devalopment West of

the Rivor DBann.-
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Chapter IX

Yéuthfﬁl Associations

If I was the prime minister of Northern Ireland
I would free Ireland and let the IRA shoot and
hang the orangemen and shoot the informers and
let the IRA shoot the orangemen., IRA Rule
O.Ks Rem, 1916, Join the IRA Provos.

Ten-year-old Catholic gang-leader

" The thing I like most about Northern Ireland is
to kill the Tage (Catholic).

Ten-year-old Protestant gang-;leader.

There are two crucial and complementary developments in the
l1ives of schoolboys: firﬁi:, they begin fo apeﬁ& ieni and less time witﬂ

their families; second, there 1s;a cortesbonditilguincrease in their asso-
ciations with boys (and 31rls)ﬁof their own age groﬁp. At first the
separations from the family are brief, but increase in frequency, 1duutioth1
and social Mportancé as they grbﬁ older. Such separations involve a
shift in the centre of their social lives from f;mily to friendshlp ﬁroup.
Although they coﬁtinue' to bccup} the same world as theirﬂparenta, loyal-

ties are gradually transferred until the approval of youthful associates

may become more important than that of the family of origin. This pro-
cess is speeded by going to school where the schoolboy enters a new

material culture;  the population of his world is vastly extended and

competition becomes more'important; and new authorities appear =~ the
schoolteacher and the peer-group. Associated with this stage of
development are the claims that adult-created youth organizations begin
to exert and the authority of the written and spoken word become more
extended through education. The purpose of this chapter is to examine

some of these new experiences to which the schoolboys are introduced

upon leaving the immediate and pervading influence of the family and to

assess their importance for civic learning,
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The Friendship Group
The schoolboy is not simply an individual who alone facei the

Covernment and the Constitution and alone orients himself towards his

political environment, Nor do the actions of Government or the Articles

of Constitution directly influence individual schoolboys. Schoolboys,
like others, are part of a social net-work = an important part of which
is his friendship group' - which both influences his attitudes to poli-
tics, and through which political entities and happenings must make

their appeal, Political rebellion, for instance, is seldom undertaken

alone, but is primarily thought of as a group activity,

The friendship group to which boys belong may have been created
by the members themselves as neighbourhood groups, or gangs, or may be

the creation of adults as in the case of junior branches of pblitical

organisations, But in the case of adult-created groups the boys may have

a strong autonomy of their own and not always follow adult directives.

Alternatively, when discord divides a population the old and young may

find an identity of interests which overcomes the generation gap.]'

The source and strength of peer group influence stems from the

groups extensive access to the members based upon affective relation-
ships. Stoning soldiers for several hours at a stretch could be viewed
as an activity which both promotes hostility towards a common enemy and
reinforces the affective links within the participating group. Infor-
mation reaching group members will be evaluated in the light of group
opinion; the behaviour of members will be influenced by the group's
heroes and the actions of leaders; and when a boy deviates from group
norms he will either be b;:ought back into line through fear of punish-

ment and isolation or win the group over to his point of view.
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Whilst it is too mechanistic a view of friendship group in-
fluence to attribute all the members opinions and attitudes to the
group it is not unrealistic to expect the attitudes of boys towards
politics to vary according to whether or not they belong to groups, or
gangs, and according to the position they see themselves occupying with-
{n groups. Whether, or not, such characteristics have any influence
upon political attitudes depends, to a large extent, upon the salience
of politics for the groups concerned. During a period of relative sta-
bility in politics peer groups may find politics of low salience for
them and simply reinforce the views of their parents. When disorder

occurs gangs may calculate their value by what they can contribute to

the current violence.

Research findings regarding the influence of peer groups in
childhood and adolescent political socialization are inconclusive,

Whereas some studies have noted the political influence of friends and

groups,z others have found no direct relationship between group member=-

3

ship and political activities and attitudes. In general, it seems

most likely from research findings that the politically interested boys

are more likely to join groups than others since their political weight

is increased by acting collectively; that they are more likely to joinm,

or form, groups for which politics are salient; and that such groups

serve to reinforce and deepen their earlier political outlooks. From
this view one might hypothesize that, where politics are salient to
group life, as in Ulster, the more involved boys become in thelr groups

they will differ in important political respects from those on the

fringes of, or outside, group life.

The difficulty of testing such hypotheses in Northern Ireland

springs from the danger this might entail for interviewers and teachers.
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whilst it is possible to ask whether or not boys belong to groups, or

gangs, and to enquire whether or not they are members of legal associ-

ations, it may be dangerous to ask for the names and activities of any
groups. This could raise suspicions about the functions of the inter-
views (one could be suspected of being a Special Agent for the police)

and to angering parents unnccessarily. Worse still, it could involve

{nterviewers with the adult members of illegal organisations which
would endanger future research, and, if too much information had been

gleaned from achool interviews , the lives of interviewers. Hence,

no information was sought or collected concerning involvement in

{1legal organizations.

In both the Secondary and Primary school surveys boys were
simply asked whether or not they belonged to a local gang, or group,

without being asked to specify the name or activities of such groupings.
Those replying that they belonged to groups were able to specify whether
they felt at the centre of group life, near the centre, or a good bit
from the centre. Those replying that they felt at the centre have
been called 'leaders', not because they were all actual leaders, but
because they thought of themselves as belonging to the leading group
and were probably leadership material. 1In both samples approximately

half the boys replied that they did not belong to a gang, or group,

(outsiders). Approximately one-fifth said they felt at the centre of
their group (leaders). Only five per cent belonged to a group, but
felt a good bit from the centre (followers), whilst the remainder

said that they were near the centre of their groups (supporters). In
Ulster boys appear to be either very involved in a group or stand aside

altogether, There were virtually no differences between religions re-

garding gang, or group, membership,

!
-t
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Belonginé;*orndt belonging; to a 3ané or group, makes 1ittle
difference to how a ﬁoy feels about Covernment. The Catholic gang
leaders are slightly more neg&tive to Government than others. for
instance, 35 per cent df+Pr£mafy school feédefsfare:negative to Govern-
mnntrcompéfed to 22 per cent of supporters; and 45 per cent of Catho-
1ic Secondary school leaders are either grudging or malevolent in thelr
views of Government comparepd to 29 per cent of outsiders, But involve-
ment in a éang, or group, has greaﬁér coriﬁequences for discord ihttitudes.
particularly in the CathoiicESecéndary sdhooI};wheré leaders are much
more committed to ﬁﬁjsical violence than those outside group life.

Among Catholic Primar§ scﬁooiboys the leaders are more violent in out-

look than other group members and outsiders. (See Table IX.1).

Table IX.1l: Friendship Groups and Attitudes to Discord

Protestants Catholics

fSuppor- Follo- Out- Suppore Follo- Out-
Leader ter wer s8ider Leader ter wer sider
% % % % % % | % %
Primary I | I
Violent 53 53 56 49 68 67 54 56
Peaceful 45 ~ 46 b4 49 - 25 27 43 43
No answer 2 | ¢1 - 2 7 6 3 1
Secondary .
Violent 76 . 71 62 66 715 70 48 -1/
Peaceful 23 25 34 3l 23 30 49 L3

o answer 1 4 4 3 y S 3 3

Much has been written recently in Ulster, and particularly in
Belfast, about the rise of the Tartan gangs. They appeared first in
the Shankill Road in the late 1960s, but only since 1971 have they
risen to prominence. They form as many as fourteen large gangs through-

out Belfast and each is identified by its own tartan., Members are
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between ten and twenty years of age, probably younger in many cases,

and dress in denim jacket, jeans, and leather boots when possible.

The tartan they adopt could be displayed as a scarf, handkerchief, tile,

or just a strip of material attached to a belt or clothing. The name

"Tartan'" has been prefixed by the name of the area of operations such

as "Shankill Tartans', "Woodstock Tartans", and "Falls Tartans". Other

Tartan gangs have nicknames such as '"The Nurks" and "“The Shamrocks".

They each claim to proteét their own territory and several of them are

highly organized with leaders and section comandera.l' The gangs
generally view themselves as fair fighters but see gangs of the other

religion as using more violent methods.5 Recruitment of Tartan mem-

bers to adult organisations such as the IRA Provisionals and the Ulster

Defence Assoclation accelerated after the introduction of internment and
Direct Rule from Westminster. The Tartans are generally seen as a pro-
duct of more violent times...6 Although many adults label Tartan members
as "hooligans" they have been seen by others as playing a vital part in
the protection of the area they claim to control. This is some indica-
tion that, in tim; of &ﬁ;rder, youth grm;p'l ana adulf.s are drawvn to-

gether in defence and in the pﬁrsult of political goals.

Since the Tartan gang upsurge to prominence took place in 1971
it might be hypothesized that schoolboys in Belfast, who proclaim thenm-
selves to be members of gangs or groups, will be much more violent in
outlook than their co-rel{giouhts in the quieter parts of Ulster.

Among both Protestant ar.z:*Catholic Secondary achooi leaders there are
virtually no differences regarding”disorder between boys in Belfast and
beyond, But Primary school leaders and supporters are ﬁora likely to
approve the use of violence in politics when they live in Belfast. (See

Table 1X.2). This is some indication that the Tartan group activity in
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Belfast in 1971 was not fully underway when the Secondary school sample
wvas collected in early 1971, but had involved the Primary schoolboys by
early 1972, It is plausible that the Secondary schoolboys were also

caught in the upsurge of "gang warfare" by late 1971-carly. 1975.

Table 1X.23 Friendship Group by Belfast/Beyond and Attitudes to

Discorc
BELFAST BEYOND BELFAST
Leader Supporter Outsider Leader Supporter Outsider
% % % y A % %
Prbmazz
Protestants
Violent 83 78 67 35 40 39
Peaceful 15 22 31 65 60 60
No answer 2 - 2 - - |
Prima
Catholics e
Violent 87 9% 72 70 51 50
Peaceful 12 6 28 30 49 49
No answer 1 - - | - - 1

The groups, or gangs, of schoolboys most likely to be in con-
tact with illegal adult organisations are probably most readily found in
the segregated working class areas since such movements have not flourl-
shed so0 easily in middle class and/or integrated housing areas,  One
might hypothesise therefore that working class involvement in group life
will have more violent consequences than organising middle class boys

into voluntary associations. In fact, the working class leaders are

more violent than their middle class counterparts in every case. (See
Table IX.3). = There are much larger differences regarding disorder
between such boys than exists between social classes generally. Working
class leaders appear to be most responsible for raisin;fthe level of vio-

lence approval among schoolboys. This suggests, at a minimum, that the
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vast majority of working'class schoolboys who take the responsibility of

leading others do not see disorder reduction as part of their function.

: r
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Table IX,3: Friendship Groups by Social Class and Attitudes to Discord

Working Class Middle Class
Suppor- Follo- Out= Suppoxr- Follo= Out=
Leader ter wer sider [Leader ter wer sider

% % % % % % % %
Protestant IR S :
Primary o L S
Violent 62 58 67 48 40 45 47 50
Peaceful - 37 . 42 . 33 49 - 96 .  -55 53 48
No answer 1 - - 3 A - - 2
Catholic
!IEE! K A R - ~ N AN : L . -
Violent 82 77 % 33 56 62 48 63
Pcaceful 18 23 4l 46 35 37 48 ° 37
No answer - - - 1 9 14 =
Protestant .
Seconaagz
Violent - 82. . 80 89 72 69 - 64 43 58
Peaceful 18 16 11 19 30 34 50 40
No answer = - &4 e -~ 9. -« 1. 2 - 7 2
Catholic a - B N A o
Ecconaagx
Violent ~ 8l 73 49 59 71 66 47
Peaceful 18 27 31 40 26 3 W
No answer 1 D - - 1 3 - 6

As noted ea#rlierf(Chaptar VIII) some schoolboys are more prone
to identify with violent political viewpoints when they are surrounded by
a majority of their own cé-religionists, and least likely to do so when
in a religiqus{migagity.z T‘;One might hypothesize that the same wlllﬁhold
true for ganzu‘ leaders and supporters will be much more likely to jus-
tify political violence when they are in control of their own "patch" and
have little to fear from incursions by gangs of the other religlon. This
is borne out in every case among Protestants and Catholics in each school

group. Schoolboy approval of disorder appears to be raised by membership
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of gangs particularly where the gang operates freely in an area where
their own religion is in a majority. Schoolboy gangs, surrounded by
their "own kind" do not become any less violent either through safety

of nunbers or the constraints of the adult community,

Exponents of the hooligan theory of violence in Northern Ire~
land argue that boys who are ready to throw bricks and petrol bombs in

what appears as political disorder do so because they are predisposed to
violence in non-political contexts too. Survey evidence reveals that,
before the troubles, people in Northern Ireland were generally as law
abiding as their English neighbours and that, political grievances

7

aside, Catholics were as law abiding as Protestants. When questioned

about non-political violence approximately 60 per cent of boys diaapbro-
ved of breaking windows in empty buildings and approximately 70 per cent

disapproved of throwing stones at other boys when no political overtones

were attached to the questions. Approximately 15 per cent replied "“de-

pends' to these two questions (indicating a sectarian motivation perhaps)
and three per cent ''don't know". Only approximately 15 per cent gave a
firm indication that they regarded such activities as justified in any

What is im-

circumstances. Thus no large hooligan element appears,
portant in this context is whether the leaders of gangs or groups are
more socially, as well as politically, violent than their supporters,
followers, and those outside gang life., 1In fact, in reply to all ques-
tions relating to violence, political and social, the lcadefl are high-
est in approving such actions. The responses from leaders and out-
siders are furthest apart (see Table IX.4). There is a general rise

in the rejection of social violence as one moves from gang leaders,
through supporters and followers, to those outside gang 1ife. The sames
general pattern may be observed regarding attitudes to riots. (See

Table IX.3). The proportions replying that they would move away from
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Table IX.43 Difference Indexes between Leaders and Outsiders regarding
BttltﬂdﬁlftOfgoatto-

Prlmag Secondazz
Protestant Catholic Protestant Catholic

ose breaking windows in

empty buildings: - +19 +23 +18 +25
«so throwing stones at B o
other boys +21 +37 +21 +21
ooe Tiots (leaders more = - L
ready to 'join in?') +32 +31 +27 +27

Table IX.5: Friendship Groups and Attitudes to Riots

- Protestants . .- ﬂ Catholics
Leader Supporter Outsider Leader Supporter Outsider
% % % % % %

Primary | )

Move away 42 49 67 4l 33
Watch from o .

where Iwas 9 10 | 8 10 10 8
Go closer 5 - 8 Y B 9 7 6
Join in . 45 33 18 56 | 39 - 30
No answer 9 - - | 3 1
Sccondngz*

Move away 22 39 43 17 29 42
w‘tCh frm ’ i . : ol r

where I was 18 18 21 8 15 14
Co closer 5 ?" | 8 5 8 6
Join in * 54 - 33 27 67 48 38
No answer 1 | 1 3 - -
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a riot generally rise steadily between leaders and those outside group
life. The leaders exert greatest influence upon the members of groups
bccaﬁu they are leaders. It is noteworthy therefore that the greatest
approval of violence of any kind should emanate from gang leaders in a
violent situation., Perhaps thef helped to create such an environment,
Alternatively, perhaps the violent atmosphere brought more violent boys
to the fore, In the Ulster context groups can be as easily disloyal as
loyal to the regime., Traditional concepts of community building, invol-
ving youth clubs and other forms of youth organlntion; may haightén

their sense of effectiveness in opposing the regime rather than doing

things their sponsors might otherwise approve.

Adult-Created Youth Groups

In a country where 'the right of the elected Government to rule
{s hardly ever questioned youth organisations and activities are thought
of as being complementary as far as bullding support for Comstitution and
regime are concerned, But in a land where widespread discord exists
about basic political issues one expects that some youth organisations
must function to recruit children and young people into the on-going poli-
tical conflict. Since it was felt unwise to ask boys whether or not they
were members, or junior members, of illegal organisations they were asked

about membership in the Junior Orange Association, marching with Orange

bands, and playing Caelic Athletic Association (G.A.A.) games.

At the annual conference of the Irish hsociatlon for Cultural,
Econonic ;nd Social Relations the Church of Irel@d Bishop of Clogher
(Protestant) said that the OrangeHOrderr# was "... homathing“beureeni an

old-fashioned Sunday School, and a not very efficient Mafh".a But

according to one writer of Orangeism - A MHew Historical Approach, the
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Orange Order is "Neither Mafia Nor Moron"i

"~ The Orange Order has always been something of a chope
ping block i{n Ulster Society. It has been blamed
for bigotry, intolerance, rowdiness and downright
stupidity. It has been maligned by those "“liberal
minded" people who regard it as a divisive influence
in Ulster life and by some politicians who claim
that is the malevolent force behind the Stormont :
"throne", Every repressive governmental decision,
every biased utterance of an Orange brother, every
noisy assembly has been described by some antagonist
as being Orange inspired. 9 ”’

The two main aims of the Orange Order in Northern Iraland are to maintain
the Protestant witness in Ulster and to maintain the British connection.
Its aims are both religious and political. Although many persons join
the Order for political reasons there are many others who proclaim to see
the Order as primarily a religiously orientated institution in both pur-
pose and practice.loﬂ*“Tha Loyalty survey (1968) found that 47 per cent
of Ulster adults thought that the Orange Order stood for the Protestant

ullzion‘, and 26 per cent that it stood for a Protestant and Unionist

regime, Only one per cent saw the Order as standing primarily for -

11

friendship and charity. According to Tony GCray "... there is a =

double~think running right through the fabric of the Orange Institution
which blinds its members to the fact that-their written aims, objects
and aspirations bear little relationship to the actions of some, at any

wl2 Certainly the lofty sentiments of the general

rate, of their members.
qualifications for membership of the Order - such as, ever abstaining

from all uncharitable words, actions, or sentiments towards Roman Catho-

lic brethern - seemrdlfﬂcult to reconcile with some lines of Orange-~

Loyalist songs such as =~ 'You've never seen a better Taig* than with

13

a bullet in his back.’ But the Order 1s not responsible for every

* Slang for Catholic.
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extreme statement of members, or, in this case, ex-member.,

The Orange Order, which ﬁii ‘a membership of ébproiimtely
90,000 adults in Ulster, recently issued a new Covenant of Loyalty
wvhich Orangen?eﬁi; throughout Ulster were asked to sign. The Covenant
pledges the defence of Northern Ireland by all lawful means, but warns
that {f the Constitution is suspended against the will of the people,
action for its restoration will be taken "without tie or bodd".m This
appears to justify the use of physical violence in politics. One might
expect, therefore, that any youthful association with the Orange Order

would make it more likely that disorder would appear as a proper action

in certain circumstances,

The Junior Ofange Association, for Protestant boys between the
ages of eight and seventeen, although it has some autonomy, is under the
direct control of the senior body. - -Recently (1972) there was such a

"vast flow" of young people into the ranks of the Association that they

13 Mem~

hope to form a Junlor GranJOrange Lodge of Ireland in 1973.
bers of the Junior Association are, it would appear, soclalized into the
"orinciples of the big drum" (showing the colours anywhere in Ulster)
since, despite warnings that parades in certain parts of Belfast might
cause trouble near Easter, a Junior Orange Band marched straight up to

the fringe of a Catholic area of the City and continued to march up and

down for two hours before leaving for their parade.

If the Junior Orange Association successfully socializes mem-

bers into an active role in the on-going political discord regarding the
nature and boundaries of the state one might expect boys who are members
to be more positive to a Government intent on keeping the British con-
nection, and British way of life. Alternatively, junior members may
be taught to regard the Government as too accommodating towards Catho-

1{ics and Eire and thus be lower in peettive affect than other Protestants
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Two-fifths of Primary and approximately one-third of Secondary Protes-

tant schoolboys replied that they were members of the Junior Orange
Association. That ten per cent more were members among the Primary
schoolboys in 1972 than among Secondary schoolboys in 1971 gives cre-
dence to the statements regarding an upsurge in membership over the ...
last year. - There were few differences between members and other Pro-
testant boys regarding-affect to Government. (D.I. = 10 per cent), But

the Junior Orange members were much more violent in discord attitudes

than other Protestants (See Table IX.6). 1In the Primary schools 64
per cent of members approved the use of physical violence in politics

to 42 per cent of non-membersg- 84 per cent of Secondary school members

felt it was right to use force to keep Ulster Protestant to 63 per.cent

of non-members. -

Table IX.6: fTheJunior Orange Association andiAttitudes to Dlscordj
Non-meiberl
Members x --..but Protestant
Violent 64 L2
No answer 4 -
Seconda
violent 84 63
Peaceful 15 35
No answer - 1 e L .

Resurch findlngl indicate that: many boys who are not offi-

A

clally membera of the Junior Orange Auociation take part in Orange

paradu.u These are not simply younger boys not yet eligible for menm-

bershlp, but those 1n the same age group as Junior members. Harching

is regarded 1n Ulster, as a precious part of one 's heritage not to be
surrendered without an intense and prolonged struggle and without an

r" -

exceptionally good reason, To quote the Biahop of Clogher once mores
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"During the last three years marching and flag waving have been, in my

opinion, the curse of Ulster", and "They are activities which give the

maximum opportunities for displaying aggressiveness, self-assertion,
and group arrogance.?FB To others they are an excellent escape-valve
for pent up aggression in a way which does no physical harm. But how-
ever a schoolboy views an Orange Parade - once the parade {s under
way and the mmic{.ﬁﬁegitre - iﬂfiuences are probably at -worit ueen his
civic character which are likely to make himﬁénore steadfast in his
demands for the ‘'Protestant way of life' than he was before the parade
began., Or if he only marches part of the way with the Orange band =
then to stand aside and hear the music of band after band, and watch
thousands of Orangemen. in full regalia - probably creates in him a
more fnflexible political personality than would otherwise have faced
the unbargainable political issues that are Ulster's. Thus, one might
hypothesize, that schoolboya who have marched in an Orange Parade will

have lmwhat different attituder to Government and discord than their

co-religlonilts who heve never marched. 'l'hey are probably more comi.t-

ted to violence as a political means. It is not so obv:lous that they

will be more positively oriented to Government, however, since the Govern-

ment has banned parades on occasion,

Approximately half the boys in both samples had taken part in

Orange Parades. At least ten per cent of Primary and 20 per cent of

Secondary schoolboys taking part were not members of the Junior Orange

Association, There are virtually no differences between marchers and
non-marchers regarding affect to Government, but marchers are much more
likely to favour political disorder than other co-religionists. (See

Table IX.7). For instance, 82 per cent of Secondary school marchers

justified violence for a Protestant Ulster compared to only 53 per cent
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of non-maréhera. Marching in step with the Orange drums and accor-
dians may promote dilhurﬁony and may make it more lﬁlkaly* that the roll
of drums will become a volley of gun-fire., At a minimum one may con-

clude that membership in the Order and marching strengiheﬁl predisposi=-

tions to violence.

| Harchlng with Orange Parades and Attitudes to Discord

lele IXo7:
- Protestants Only
Marcher Non-marcher
% | %
Prlmagz
violent 61 38
peaceful 35 61
No answer 4 1
Secondazz |
Violent 82 53
Peaceful L 17 . . 45
No answer 1 2

A cartoon in an Ulster political review (Fortnight, 25 June,
1971) shows two Orangemen deeply engaged in a conversation in which one
of them says, "I'm trying to organise a parade to get the government to
ban government bans on parades.,” The Dungiven Affair (when Orangemen
broke a Covernment ban on parades) shows, however, tlut some Orangemen,
at least, are willing to assert their right to march through Nationalist
areas whatever the Government rules. From this it might bc hypotheli-
zed that lchoolboys wvho had marched in Orange Parades would be readier

to defy Government bans on parades than other co-reugionlltl. Hhen

asked what they would do if a Government banned a parade plmncd by Pro-
testants, twice as many of the boys who had mrched replied they would
defy the ban than non-marching Protn&nta. Thus marching in Orange
parades is associated with non-compliance with Governments as well as

with disorder,



The Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) is not the Catholic coun-
terpart of the Orange Order, Many of the ‘Catholic children in the pi-
lot studies had never heard of t{h; organiur:ion. But mc;sﬁféitholic
children and yoﬁng people did know something about hixriey ﬁdgaelic
football; that these games were played in Eire and mainly by Catholics
{n Northern Ireland. Anhamiﬁe‘nrt!;kmember of the Royal Irish Constabu-

lary (RIC) wrote of the Gaelic Athletic Association (CAA) as having, as
an underlying idea, "... the physical fitness of the youth of the Nation
as a preparation for achieving political independence by physical force
Whilst many members of the GAA may disagree with this

view it does lend plausibility to the belief that boys who play gaelic
games will be more negative towards the Government of the "deviant"
part of Ireland, and readlier to resort to arms to take the Border out of

Irish politics. Although the GAA have now abolished the rule that mem-

bers must ﬁétﬂph} other games there is little doubt that English games

are unpopular and that people in the GAA are likely. to be exposed to .
Republican sentiments,

Approximately three-quarters of Catholic boys played some GAA

games, ﬁe Primary school Catholics who played are more negative to
Covernment (D.I, = 17 per cent) than cé-foliﬁimists who did not pare
take. Both Primary and Sécondary school participants are more violent
{n discord attitudes. (D.I.'s: Primary = ll per cent; Secondary = 23

per cent). There is some evidence to suggest that participation in GAA

games prepares youth for “... physical' force methods" in politics. If

CAA sportsmasters do not have this aim in view they may, at a minimum,

be strengthening violent: predispositions,-- (See Table IX.8). -

In a land where 1690 and 1916 are remembered so well one would

expect some agencies to recruit children and young people into the com-
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tinuing political discord. Even if the Orange Order and the Gaelic

Table IX.8¢ Gaelic Athletic Association Cames and Attitudes to

Discorxrd
Catholics Only
Prlmagz Secondasx
Plays Non- Plays None
CAA games Earticipant. GAA games participant
% yA % %
Violent 64 53 66 43
Peaceful 36 46 32 55
No answer - ) | 2 2

Athletic Association were not designed to be such recruitment agencies

they may, nevertheless, be functioning as such.

The Mass Media

Newspapers, radio, television, magazines and other communica-

tion media transmit various sorts of messages which affect political
attitudes, The media can provide various group memberships by cater-

ing for the needs of particular sections of the population. Defining

the political messages of newspapers by their religious readership, as

can be done in Ulster, indicates that some part of the communication

media serves to strengthen existing group links,

The schoolboy, through formal education, is introduced to the

written word and to a wider understanding of the spoken word. Thus,

the mass media i{s capable of making a greater asppeal to him as hia
knowledge of language and literature increases, Research study of the
mass media =~ television, press and radio « has, in the last twenty

years or 30, concentrated on two main areas of concern: (1) the place
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of the mass media within locietyszo‘ (2) functional® theories of the

mdla.n Subsumed within these broad approaches have been such re-

22 the effects

search interests as the 'two-step flow of communication';
of audience reaction upontthe comunicator;23 and the ‘uses and grati-
fications' apbroach.u The large amount of empirical evidence that has
been gathered has failed to substantiate the extravagant claims often

made regarding the effects of the mass media upon audiences. According

to Klapper, "Mass communications ordinarily do not serve as a necessary

and sufficient cause of audience effects, but rather function among and

through a nexus of mediating influencu."zs

When itudﬂng the pbtentiai J:lnfvluence of the mass media upbn
civic lurnit;g a number of factors mu;t' be borne in minds the transe-
mitted messages generally originated in agencies outwith the cmuni-f
cations industryj ﬁéssagéa may be distorted as they pass through a

line of <:¢::cmnmi.t'.al:orl;26 the transmitted iniomtion goes through at

least two steps before it effects the receiver;27 most messages tend
to reinforce existing attitudes rather than Jéreata new oneuza the

messages received are interpreted in a social aetting.

Although the mass media are a more distant and less effective

{nfluence upon attitudes than local friends and conditions one might
expect to find some variations in the attitudes of those more, or less,

open to the influence of the media. For instance, a person reading
three newspapers may be expected to be varied in some {mportant res-
pects from those seeing only one. Those more open to information
might be more understanding and therefore more tolerant of others.
Schoolboys seeing more than one newspaper frequently probably see

either the Newsletter (mainly Unionist) or the Irish News (mainly

Nationalist) and the Belfast Telegraph which attempts to be ecumenical,
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They may also see British newspapers which are generally used more for

sporting and entertainments value than for political coverage. Most

people in Belfast (1966) used the press media for sports and announce-

ments of birth, marriages and deaths, before turning to other, inclu-

ding political, news.zg - = Thirty=four per cent of Protestant Secondary

schoolboys saw the Newsletter frequently to only seven per cent of

Catholics of the same age; 39 per cent of Catholic Secondary schoolboys

looked at the Irish News 'a lot' (frequently) compared to only three per

cent of Protestant boys of the same age; - 62 per cent of Protestant and

48 per cent of Catholic Secondary schoolboys saw the evening Belfast

Telegraph 'a lot' and approximately 40 per cent in both religions saw

some other newspaper frequently.

Approximately one-fifth of Secondary

schoolboys saw oqlx one newspaper frequently, which is probably the Bel-
fast Telegraph in most cases. Selling and delivering the "Tele" is the
evening occupation of thousands roquchoalboysﬂ. - Approximately two-£f1£fths

of boys see two newspapers and only four“ per centﬂclaim to see ‘three

frequently. Degrees of open-ness to newspaper media has no noticeable

effect upon either affect to Government or attitudes to discord,

Televiolence

‘Schoolboys watching a television programme on mathematics may

be questioned later to ‘determine what they have learned, But when they
view entertainment or news programmes it 1s more difficult to discover
what has been learned due to the lack of precise measures of concept
development in the social sciences. One type of television content

that has aroused much interest is of a violent nature. In a study of

one hundred hours of American television, shown when children watch most

frequently, violent happenings included murders, attempted murders,
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suicides, attempted suicides, gun fights, persons shot and stabbed, slug-
gings, stranglings, people pushed or falling off cliffs, cars running off
cliffs, attempts to run over pedestrians, mob scenes, and robber1e|.3°
Although the mass media do not create violence, as such, they may re-

inforce aggressive and destructive impulses and teach the morality and
methods of violence; violence on television may make it more likely

that the already aggressive boys will also be the most likely to remem-

ber aggressive acts seen on television; and when the level of violence
rises in the community schoolboys may then remember how violent acts

were carried out.

In Ulster, a prominent politician assured fellow politicians

of helping to create the conditions of violence and the mass media of

helping sustain 1!;.31 A consultant psychiatrist told a murder trial

at the Belfast City Commission that the l7-year old youth accused of
stabbing a night-watchman was probably trying to identify himself with
some of the characters he had seen earlier in a war film on tﬂevision.sz

As noted earlier (Chapter 1V) a supervisor of children's television in

Ulster emphasised that care is taken to avoid showing children violent
actions which they might imitate, although violence on television “,..
may make it become accepted as something ordinary and unremarkable,">>
But children and schoolboys do not confine their television viewing to

children's programmes and, especlally over the age of twelve, impose

patterns on their use of television that are learned outwith the

fmlly.“ And when asked to name programmes "where there is a lot of

fighting" children frequently quote the 'News' and Current Affairs pro-

35
Rransues.

In a soclety containing a lot of violence it is a circular

question to ask whether children are learning about society or violence
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from teieviaion. They are probably learning about both &t.hrough tele-

vision and experience of the society. What may be important here, how-
ever, is whether thare are any substantial differences in attitudes to
violence between those who watch different types of television pro-

grammes and between those who watch local televiolence more and less

frequently., The schoolboys were asked to indicate the type of tele-

vision programmes they 'look at a lot'. This produced the following

distribution:
Protestants Catholics
Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
% % % %
News 25 31 25 30
Entertainments Y 43 59 4l
Sport + 48 58 47 36
War and Crime
films 56 64 38 6l
No T.V. 2 5 2 6

Percentages do not add to 100 because many boys frequently
watch more than one programme type.

The number of programmes watched "a lot" has little, or very

limited, effect upon basic political attitudes. The type of programmes

watched has no influence upon how a boy feels about Government., But

there is a limited suggestion that watching war and crime £films fre-

quently is associated with higher levels of disorder approval. Among

those watching television programmes the "War and Crime' addicts are

more likely to favour violent political solutions in three cases out of
four. (See Table IX,9). In one case, the Catholic Primary schoolboys,
they are joined in disorder approval level by those who w;tch television
"News' regularly., War and Crime films are watched, in Ulster, more fre-

quently than any other type of television, Such films may be popular

because boys can relate them to their own lives. Certainly they do
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not cause violence since they are also watched by boys where disorders

do not occur, -

Type of T.V. prog

Table IX.9: ramme watcﬁed Frequently and Attitud;s
-+« to Discord - - ~
News Enterﬂtainment Sport War &j Crime
% % % %
Prima -
Protestant
Violent 54 48 53 59
Peaceful 43 50 46 41
No answer l 2 | -
Primary ~
CaEﬁEE%cl o o
Violent 67 55 59 65
Peaceful - 33 . wy G2 4l - 35
NO mswer nad 3 - -
: o S e
Seconda
Protestants -
Violent = 65 63 68 12
Peaceful 30 35 29 27
No answer - 2 3 l
Seconda
Catholics |
Violent -1 60 62 - 63
Peaceful 37 38 36 36
No answer 4 2 . 2

L
K

Following the foregoing limited evidence one might wish to
hypothesize that schoolboys who specifically state that they usually.
watch riotious happenings in Ulster on television will be more likely

to (1) favour political violence and (2) join in a riot should one

Approximately 75 per cent of Primary and

break out near their homes.

90 per cent of Secondary schoolboys "usually watch" Ulster televiolence,

This leaves only a small minority who did not "usually watch" such cover-

age, but of sufficient numbers for comparisons with the other group.

Among Catholics of all ages those who usually watched Ulster disorders
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on television were more negatively oriented to Government (D.I.s
Primary = 18 per cent} Secondary = 19 per cent). Reciprocally those
who watched local violence less frequently were more inclined to fecl

that Covernment was always willing to help people like them, (See

Table 1X,10). - In every case those who report frequent disorder view-
{ing are more violent in discord attitudes. (See Table IX.1ll), The
most reliable comparisons can be made where the largest proportion re-
ported that they usually did not watch Ulster disorders on television.
(Catholic Primary schoolﬂ- 11 per cent not usually watching). Here

there is a difference index of 21 per cent regarding discord attite-

udes with approximately three-fifths of frequent viewers of Ulster
disorders favouring disorder themselves to only two-fifths of those
boys who did not usually watch., Watching such programmes may also

have consequences for attitudes to riots. 1In every case the boys who
usually watch local violence on television are readiest to indulge in

it should a riot break out near their homes. (See Table IX.l12).

These findings regarding televiolence indicate that the mass
media's exposure of violent situations may be having a greater effect
upon schoolboys than has often been imagined., At a minimum there is
no evidence that boys exposed to violence on television will react
against disorder in their local context. But it must also be remem=
bered that as many as half the boys who don't usually watch Ulster
televiolence are ready to justify violence in politics and that the
coverage of disorderly events on television may have less effect upon

attitudes than would popular rumours in their absence,

Budge and O'Leary, commenting upon two general findings that

emsrged from their analysis of media usage among Belfast adults in 1966

states
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4

Table IX.103 Ulster Disorders on Television and Affect to Government

Primagz

POSITIVE
positive
negative

NEGATIVE
No answer

Secondazz

POSITIVE
positive
negative
NEGATIVE
No answer

P}otestanﬁi Catholic

Usually Usually  Don't  Usually Usually Don't
Watch Don't Watch have TV Watch Don't Watch have TV
% % % % % %
63 62 50 31 48 12
32 35 12 36 30 18
3 2 - 18 13 18
| - - 14 7 -

1 1 28" 1 2 52"
32 +35 35 16 33 217
52 . 55 . 50 47 43 b2
12 8 11 25 17 23
4 2 - 10 3 5
- - & 2 4 3

The large percentages of primary boys giving 'no answer!
in the 'Don't have television' column i3 probably the
function of being asked to give an identical answer on
two occasions, This question was the second about TV
programmes. The younger boys probably felt that, have
ing given this information in an earlier question, it
was unnecessary to give it again,



TABLE 1IX.11l3 Ulater Disorders on Television and Attitudes éoblscord
Protestants Catholicﬁw
Usually Usually Usually  Usually
Watch don't Watch Watch don't Watch
% % o % %
Primary * | : " |
Violent 56 - 48 64 %
Peaceful 43 52 - 35 - 53
No answer l - 1 b .
Seconda
Violent 10 53 62 46
Peaceful 28 42 - 36 51
No answer 2 o’ 2 3
TABLE IX.IZS% Ulsterﬁlsofdér; on TV and..Aq.Et{:ltuded‘to‘Riotsw
Protestants Catholics
Usually  Usually Usually Usually
Wateh  don't Watch Watech - don't Watch
% % % yA
Prbmasz -
Move away 56 65 46 57
Watch from where | | |
| I was 6 10 1 15
Go closer 6 2 7 5
Join in ‘30 23 - .. 39 20 .
No answer .2 - 1 3
Secondary | - | | |
Move away 38 | 61 33 54
Watch from where
- I was 19 21 . 13 8
Co closer 8 71 6 5
Join in 35 11 Ry 31
No answer , - ) r ) y I

Ch.IX = p¢26
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Political events percolate through newspapers, give
ing residents some inkling of local issues. But
purposive information-seeking through the media was
limited, particularly in regard to local politics.
Yet limited as such information-seeking appears, it
was for over ninety per cent of residents the prime
source of their knowledge about local affairs,
Little wonder then that most were unable to specify
‘either their councillors' names or their councillors®
{ssue stands: or that the accuracy of residents’
views about the parties depended more on traditional
stereotypes than on their contemporary positions,
Under. such circumstances the Unionist moderates re-
quired to work very hard to get through to the masses.
The evidence shows that their efforts were not
sufficient. 36

One reason why views of politics depend more on “traditional
stereotypes" than on contemporary politics is that people prefer the con-
sistent, undisturbed, psychological states cognitive consonance gives to
the disturbing emotional upsets connected with opinion change. Also,

the more traditional picture is resistent to change because the communi-

cators bringing news of changes (e.g. the Press) are distant and imper-

sonal, whilst the people closer at hand, who hold traditional views, are

personal and therefore more powerful in opinion reinforcement.

Among the boys interviewed in these surveys degrees of open-
ness to media of any type had little or no influence upon basic political
attitudes, Limited evidence suggested that watching War and Crime films

may be associated in some way with violence approval. On the other hand,
being in a gang or group, and thus under the influence of one's peers, is

much more likely to influence political attitudes. There was, however,

one exception to general beliefs and findings about the influence of the
mass media. Those who watched local televiolence were more likely to
hold violent political views, and ready to take part in a riot, than

boys of the same age and religion who did not usually watch such cover-

age of street violence. The main reason for the apparent increased
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influence of the television media, in this case, is probably due to
boys watching people like themselves on television. What gang member,
watching either his friends or enemies in a street riot situation could
sit comfortably at home? Suchﬁprogrmes therefore might be expected
to have a greater audience effect than those portraying more distant
pollticians and events. Showing local viol;ance on television fuses
the two steps of information (throughw t.l;e media and local opinion lea-

ders) into one complementary message, thus making attitude and beha-

viour responses much more likely than those to only television messages.
When television becomes the grapevine through which local leaders reach

their potential supporters its influence appears to increase.
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szz of Affect to Government

Using the same methods described in the summary of Chapter V
reveals very few characteristics, in this chapter, that may have an {m-
portant influence upon attitudes to Covernment. Among Catholics of

all ages, being in the leading group of a gang or organization appears

to be related to decreases in positive affect to Government, The

Cathollic icﬁoolhoy leaders who emerge in a local situation are unlikely

to persuade their followers that the civil authorities will treat them
sympathetically. Living in a home that has no television may have
different effects for Catholics and Protestantsj; younger Protestants
without ttelevhlon at home are more hpositiu to Govemmént than their
age group co-religionistsy Catholics without access to this media at
home are more negative than their co-religionists. Lack of t;elevision
at home may signify greater poverty at home and malevolence to Governe

ment. It may also be associated with a more discriminating attitude

towards the communication media., Whilst the finding may be of inter-

est to social scientists it i3 not very important for politicians since
only three per cent of boys report having no television at home. The
Catholic boys who don't play Gaelic games are more positive to Govern-
ment than players. - This is not a function of a Belfast GAA sports-

field being taken over b§ the amf since interviews were completed be-

fore that event. Boys who do not play GAA games may find it ecasier to

support the Government on Northern Ireland since they may be less in

"

touch with Republican sentiments.
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Smmag of Discord Attitudes

The most 1mportant predictors of discord attitudes appear

among al.l the boys concerned. Those associated with 1ncreuea in dis-

order approval ares (1) being a working-clau leader of a gang or
groups (2) being a Belfast leader of a 3ang or groupy (3) baing a
member of the Junior Orange Auociation and (4) having marched m an
Orange Parade. Indications of decreases in violence approval among all

the boys concerned are found smong Catholics who do not play gaelic

games and among Protestants who do not march in Orange Parades.

Characteristics Associated with Increases (+) and Decreases (-)

in Approval of Violent Political Discord
among all the boys concernedx

CHARACTERISTICS = DIFFERENCE INDEX FROM THE MEAN DISTRIBUTION
IN DISCORD ATTITUDES
Protestant Catholic
Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
% o % %
Working-class leader of
peer group 11+ 14+ 22+ 20+
Belfast leader of a peer
* group 32+ 11+ 274 18+
Marched with Orange Parade 12+ 14+
Has not marched with Orange
Parade 14- 17-
Member of Junior Orénge
Association 15+ 19+
Does not play G.A.A. games: + Qe .- 18e

* Of course, only Protestants were concerned with the Orange
questions, and Catholics with the GAA question.
The next most important indicators of violent political atti-
tudes investigated in this chapter - those which appear in three cases

out of four -~ ares (1) being a Belfast peer group supporter;
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(2) being a working-class supporter in a group; (3) being a group
leader where co-religionists are in a majority; (4) Lbeing a supporter
in a group 1;1 an area with mixed religious proportions. Indicators of
a lowering of violent predispositions in three cases out of four ares

(1) being outside gang or group life where the other religion is in the

majority; (2) usually not watching Ulster violence on television,

Characteristics Associated with Increases (+) and Decreases (-)
in approval of violent political discord
appearing in three cases out of four

DIFFERENCE INDEX FROM THE MEAN DISTRIBUTION

CHARACTERISTICS
IN DISCORD ATTITUDES
Protestant Catholic
Primary Secondary = Primary Secondary
% % % %
Supporter in Belfast peer |
group 27+ - 34+ 16+
Working-class supporter in
peer group - 124 17+ 13+
Croup leader where co-
religionists are in
a majority - 11+ 36+ 20+
Supporter in peer group in | -
mixed religion areas 31+ - 22+ 19+
Outside group life where
other religion in
majority 22~ - 26= 25«
Does not usually watch |
Ulster violence on
television - 15= 17= 14-

There are no other characteristics, not already mentioned in
this chapter, that are associated with either increases or decreases in

violent discord predispositions among all Protestants., Among all Catho-
lics, however, there are a number of possible influences not already en-
countered in this summary., Those associated with increases in violent

political outlook ares (1) being a peer group leader; (2) being a



Chnlx - pt 32

peer group supporter where a Catholic majority exists; (3) being a

peer group leader ocutside Belfast. The major influence associated

with a reduction in violent predispositions among all Catholics ia

being a group supporter where a Protestant majority exists.

Catholic Onlz
Primagz Secondagz

2 %
Peer group leaders 12+ 15+
Peer group leader outside of Belfast 10+ 13+
Peer group supporter where Catholic majority 34+ 15+
Peer group supporter where Protestant majority 18- 17=

A number of characteristics exist - in two cases out of four
(one Catholic and one Protestant) =~ which are associated with discord
attitudes in one way or the other, The only one asaociated with in-
creases in violent attitudes is being outside group life although living

{n Belfast. A number of characteristics are associated with decreases

{n violence approval and appear in two cases out of four.

Protestant Catholic
Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
% % % %
Outside group life in Belfast 16+ - 12+ -
Croup supporter outside Belfast 13- - 12 -
Outwith group life outside Belfast 13- - 12« -
Group leader / other religion in
majority 13- - 13- -
Middle class and Outside group-
11fe - - ll-
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Chapter X

Social and Political Attitudea

L)

There 1is noﬁéuarantee that political behaviour i{s a reflec-
tion of long-held social and political attitudes rather than a response
to more immediate conditions. But when certain social behaviours per-

sist over time and in a variety of soclal setiinga one may be reasonably

sure that they are anchored to deeply held attitudes, In Ulster, per-
sistent I‘Jéhavﬁurﬁiéi&:ﬁl; Covernment and discord h;{ré'appeared under a
variety of conditions and in different parts of the Province., - Persons
of widclyﬁdifhf#é;ing social and economic backgrounds have responded simi-
larly to political phenomena which leads one to suspect that entrenched
social and polific;l attitudes may be more important in explaining other
attitudes and behaviour than some social-structural features, A number
of studies have traced relationships between social and political atti-
tudaelql; and between political attitudes and Imhn.ri.our:.2 It will be the
purpose of thisg chapter to investigate bi;lc political attitudes in the
light of social dispositions such as trust, optimism, and respect for
social authority, and also tq{rglate other politiga;ﬁgttitudes,ﬁsuch as
deference to different types of leadership, to the basic variables exa-

mined herein. . = =

. ﬁ’l-q.i;"”r'

R Sr PP DO R
Diffuse Authorltx Patterns

Eckstein proposes that a Covernment will be stable 1f the

-5 _t% " b
L L wl

f‘*ﬁ-\,
B
[

nuthority patf.ems‘ in the segments of soclal 1ife closest to Govern=
ment bear a high degree of resemblance to those in Government and if
there s a pattern of 'graduated resemblances' between authority pat-

terns in Government and in social authority pattemist more distant from
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Covernnent.

Families, schools, and occupational contexts are the
most basic (that is, the most absorbing and demanding)
segments of life, and the patterns existing in them

are bound to affect all other social relations. But
perhaps a high degree of authoritarianism in these
patterns would not matter from the standpoint of demo-
cratic government if there was interposed between them
and government certain institutions having mixed author-
ity relations - institutions which might mediate between
the pervasive despotism of the primary segments and the
pure democracy of government, so that individuals would

not be tossed abruptly from stark domination in one seg-
ment of life to stark liberty in another, 3

Table X.1: Importance of Obedience to Authority Figures

Primg: . Secondag_r_

Percentage saying that  Protestant Catholic Protestant Catholic
{t is 'very important’ ” |

for
es children to obey
parents 81 73 63 66
X puplll to obey
teachers 73 61 46 44
«+» boys to obey priests/
ministers 67 78 35 39
employers 717 37 71 66
.o citizens to obey Govern- |
ment 66 - 28 47 23

In order to find how much respect Ulster schoolboys gave to
various social and political authorities they were asked how important

they felt it was that obedience should be given to specific authority

groups., Catholic boys alone reveal a marked departure from attitudes

to other social authorities when responding to Government. Although
Protestant boys generally render lower obedience to Covernment than to
most social authorities there is a2 resemblance of response to all

authorities among them.. Among Catholics, there is a decisive change

{n authority patterns between political and social life. This
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suggests that Catholic boys see a basic incongruence between communit

and governmental authorities, Government in Northern Ireland before

Direct Rule was announced from Westminster was thus more of a politi-
cal counterpart for the Protestant than for the Catholic community.

'I'hl; is to be expected since Protéstants are in the majority, but it
may have been disproportionately Protestant. Authority patterns
between the Protestant community and Covernment beai' a marked resem-
blance. Catholics may be mo:::?e ﬁl.ikely to think of themselves as being
dominate; by Government whilst experlencing greater freedom in commu-
nity life. VUnless a Goverﬁent of Northern Ireland can be fashioned
closer to Catholic community st;ﬁdards, without alienating too many Pro-

testants, sectarian community Govemment may be the most feasible way of

governing Ulster,

One might hypothesize that those who accept authority in so-
cial spheres will render highest positive effect to Government and be
least inclined to endorse disorder in politics. 1In fact, as one moves

avay from the very high levels of respect given to social and political

authorities there is a marked and consistent drop in positive effect to
Government., This is most clearly seen among those renderiﬁg the very
highest positive effect to Govermment (Government will always want to
help). Reciprocally, ﬁegative effect to Goverm;ent rises consistently
from those”streuing the rgreat importance of obedience tﬁ social and
political authority to those who feel that it is 'not at all important®
to obey. An average of 26 per centage points separate the 'great' and
'‘no respect' groups with the rise in negative affect between them being
fairly smooth, Even though the less respectful groups only contain 15

per cent of boys, in most cases, the consistency of trends makes it pos-

sible to suggest that losses in respect for any type of authority is
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clearly associated with a rise in negative orientations towards Govern-

ment. (See Table X.2).

As hypothesized, as respect for social and political authority
grows, the endorsement of political disorder decreases. A smooth curve
drawn on a graph through the disorder approval lines for each specific
social authority respect level generally shows a steady rise through 20

to 30 per centage points between those with high respect and those with

none, The only exception to this is found in the Protestant Secondary
schools where the curve is flatter, rising only ten to 16 per centage ‘
points between extremes of authority outlooks. This is in keeping with
findings elses;rhere in this study as many influences which may affect the
attitudes of other boys leave Secondary Protestant schools firm in their
outlooks, Although the proportion of boys in the lowest respect groups

is small the consistency of the rise in violence approval makes it pos-

sible to suggest that respect for authority and more peaceful political

outlooks are associated. (See Table X.3).

These findings confirm, to some extent, Morris Fraser's Macbeth

smdrome," in which anti-authority attitudes generalise to include the per-
sons who taught or condoned them by turning a blind eye. As far as Gov-
ernment is concerned, the concurrence applies more to Protestants than to
Catholics who generally see a basic incongruence between community and

governmental authorities.

Political deference

Bagehot believed that the English political system was stable
because the lower classes deferred to the higher classes in political
Mttltl-s Recent studies argue that deference to high birth, and pub-
1ic school education have important political implications.6 Kavanagh

suggests, however, that many cultural studies have used weak indicators
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Table X.2: Percentage with Negative Affect to Government in various
Respect Categories

Great Lot Little None
% % % %
Protestant Primary: |
- Respect for Minister 3 4 4 -
Respect for Employer | 6 28
Respect for Parents 2 6 -
Respect for Teacher 2 5 7
Respect for Government 1 & 11
Catholic Primary
Respect for Priest 32 23
Respect for Employer 25 26 45 67
Respect for Parents 28 33 38 60
Respect for Teachers 25 25 28 69
Respect for Government 15 14 32 353
Protestant Secondary
Respect for Minister 14 12 15 26
Respect for Employer 14 13 41 42
Respect for Parents 15 15 28 36
Respect for Teachers 10 14 23 L4
Respect for Government 6 14 20 33
Catholic Secondary
Respect for Priest 30 35 52 &4
Respect for Employer 30 38 45 69
Respect for Parents 31 36 56 63
Respect for Teachers 26 34 38 54
Respect for Government 18 21 47 60

ponse to the affect to Government question has not been included.
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Table X.3: - -Percentage approving disorder in Various Respect categories

Little None

PN T 9.22 L.-EE. rhabuinhust
o 2 % % %
Protestant Primgzh | |
Respect for Minister 51 42 67
Respect for Employer - 49 53 57 71
Respect for Parents 53 33 80 11
Respect for Teachers 47 50 87 76
Respect for Government 45 51 63 83
Catholic Primary
Respect for Priest .- .63 47
Respect for Employer 38 59 - 64 83
Respect for Parents o 62 24 62 60
Respect for Teachers 58 55 72 86
Respect for Government 42 49 66 83
Protestant Secondarx o
Respect for Minister 71 . 67 71 65
Respect for Employer 69 65 87 53
Respect for Parents 69 66 62 86
Respect for.Teachers - 64 66 85 90
Respect for Government . 61 71 80 83
Catholic Secondazzd
Respect for Priest 60 6l 10 67
- Respect for Employer 29 64 25 76
Respect for Parents 60 60 17 69
Respect for Teachers - .54 -.- ~ . 58 - 74 . 84
Rcspect;for'covernmept ﬁ43pf 54 72 81

X S|
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Some Respect Categories contain so few subjects that: their rese
~ ponse to the disorder question has not been included.
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of deference, have linked them poorly to the factors they were supposed
to explain, and have emerged with conflicting data in support of defer-
ence theoriel.7 The Loyalty Survey, probing for attributes most likely
to be associated with political deference in Ulster, found that high

birth and education were thought the most suitable political qualltiu.B

Comparisons between schoolboys and their elders reveal that adults are
much readier to defer to political authority of any kind, and that, where-

as high birth and education are close favourites among adults, schoolboys

clearly choose education as the most suitable grounds for political de-
ference, An additional question put to Secondary schoolboys only regar-

ding the suitability of simply being a Protestant as good grounds:for
political deference, reveals, as expected, that this was most popular

among Protestants and least so among Catholics,

Table X.,43 Bases of Political Deference

Protestants Catholics
Adults Secondary Adults Secondary
Agree with statements % % % A
Some people are born to rule 70 26 29 22
‘People with the best educa- -
tion are best to rule 64 42 66 35
People in upper classes are
best to rule 40 11 34

Protestants are best to rule - 59 - 2

Since the bulk of Northern Ireland‘'s Members of Parliament
were dravn from the middle classes and because the last two Stormont
Prime Ministers had very different social backgrounds one cannot assume
that one base of political deference will be more associated with posi-
tive affect for Government-than another. There are, in fact, few vari-
ations between groups deferring to different types of political author-

fity. If anything, those who defer to the upper classes are more posi-
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tive to Covernment., One might more easily hypothesize that those de-
ferring to any kind of authority will be less likely to endorse disor-
der. This is generally true for both religions. But Pfotestant boys

who accept that simply being a Protestant is sufficient reason for ruling

Ulster are 50 per cent readier to endorse disorder for a Protestant Ulse
ter than their co-religionists, who cannot accept so simple a description

of a political ruler. Thus, for three-fifths of Protestant Secondary
schoolboys the right to rule Ulster is determined primarily by religion
and four-fifths of such boys accept violent politics as justified. This
suggests that where discord exists over the most basic political values,
deference to certain types of authority is limited by issue-stands. For
instance, a Protestant in the Vanguard Movement will not defer to high
birth or education in a Republican. The greatest amount of deference

will therefore be found within communities defined by religious labels.

Thus, as Kavanagh suggests, '"deference' may be based upon the perceived

responsiveness of the political system and its elites rather than upon

the political passivity ofmsupporters.9

.

Reasons for supporting the Government .

As noted earlier (Chapter 1IV) Protestants and Catholics may

have very different reasons for supporting the Government in Northern
Ireland, These reasons, in turn, may have important consequences for
how a boy feels about Government and political discord. As expected,

no matter what one may say in favour of Government in Northern Ireland,

Protestant boys are more likely to accept it than Catholics. Only when

the proposition is put that one has to accept Government whatever one
thinks is there no difference between Catholic and Protestant boys, with

approximately half of each religion accepting this view, When a number

of propositions in favour of Government in Northern Ireland were put to



Secondary ‘boys they responded in the following wayss

Tnbié Xe5t Reasons fdr supporting the Government (Seconda
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boys only)
Protestants Catholics
agreeing agreeing Difference
% % %
It gives us a Queen to rule over
us . 71 17 54
It usually tries to do good
things 65 4l -24
It is what the people vote for 55 39 16
We've got to accept it whatever
" we think 48 48 -
It usually provides lots of: bene- , -~
fits Y 32 13
It is in the hands of men who are |
. good leaders 36 19 .17|
It has been with us for a long
time 34 20 J S

‘I!'he“prﬂ:;)poﬁsiitiqoniin f;voﬂr of tl;e G;wemment concerning the
Queen is most divisive iuggesting that the regimes symbolic capacities
do not increase its legitimacy. Whilst Catholic support for the Govern-
ment {83 no where very strong, two-fifths find it possible to support it

when it ""tries to do good things" or when it can be seen as "what the

people vote for'', When .these figures are compared to those of the Loy-
alty adult Survnylo marked differences appear., Both Protestant and
Catholic adults were much readier to endorse these reasons for suppor-

ting Covernment in 1968 than were Secondary boys in 1971, This may

mean that people see more reasons for supporting Government as they
mature or, what is more likely, that Government fell in the estimation.
of the population between 1968 and 1971. Apart from passive obedience
the most likely way of raising Catholic support for Government {is
through the impression that a beneficent Government has popular con-

sent expressed through voting. This suggests that Catholics in the
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Northern Ireland Executive must become a regular feature rather than an

intermittent gesture of goodwill,

As expected, those who endorse any reason for supporting the
Covernment are also more positive towards political authority. There

are few differences in levels of positive affect among boys accepting

any reasons for supporting Government. Thus, it would appear that

using any of these reasons to increase the legitimacy of Gc:vemment in

Northern Ireland would have an almost equal effect in raising positive

feelings to Government among those who accept them, This is not to

say that any reason will have an equal effect in increasing legitimacy
as there are variations in the proportions of boys supporting Govern-

ment for different reasons. Findings among Secondary schoolboys sug-
gest that the best way to gain the support of half the Protestant and
half the Catholic population is through strong Government leading citi-

zens to believe that they must accept it whatever they think,

One might hypothesize that Catholic boys accepting any reason
for supporting Government will be less disorderly. The position among

Protestants, however, cannot be regarded as being so straightforward.

Many of the reasons for support may, among Protestants, be assoclated
with disorder in upholding a Protestant Ulster. 1In fact, Catholics who
accept any reason for supporting Government are about ten per cent less

likely to endorse disorder than those who reject such reasons. On aver-

age, only about 50 per cent of Catholics accepting statements in favour

of Covernment endorse the rightness of disorder. Among Protestants, as

expected, the picture is more complicated, Those who accept Tradition,

the Monarchy and Voting as good reasons for supporting Covernment are
readiest to endorse disorder. Those who favour Government because of

{ts leadership and because it tries to do good are less disorderly than
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co-raligionists rejecting such reasons, These findings suggest that

whilst Catholic acceptance of reasons for supporting Government leads
them to allegiance, Protestant acceptance of some reasons leads them
to Ultraim.u‘ This has been amply 1llustrated by the Protestant Vane
guard movement. Thelr leader, William Craig, stressed both Tradition
and Voting (Protestant Ascendancy through simple majority elections) as
well as wamning that violence could be vigited upon those who got in

their wWaY.

Social Trust

David Bleakley, former Minister of Community Relations and sole
Northern Ireland Labour Party representative in the Assembly elected in
June 1973, emphasized that “Acts of Parliament might be very important,
but unless they were based on people's trust of one another, they could
not bring suf:.c:eu...""]'2 - But in Northern Ireland where even the word
"sweet" is sometimes used to denote someone who cannot be altogether
trusted, levels of faith - in other people are low when compared to Britain
and America. The Loyalty Survey found that only 39 per cent of adults .
in Ulster were prepared to trust others compared to 55 per cent in .
Anerica and 49 per cent in Britain, Nevertheless, there was much more
social trust in Ulster in 1968 than in Italy, West Germany, and Mexico,

13

{in 1959. Ulster schoolboys, however, were much less trusting in

1971-72 than adults a few years earlier., Less than 20 per cent of
schoolboys were prepared to trust others., (See Table X,6). A sur-

prisingly large proportion of Protestant Primary schoolboys gave a dis-

trustful response (no answer) to this question.

Almond and Verba found in Britain and America (1959-60) that
general social trust among adults was translated into politically rele-

vent trust. But in Italy, Mexico and West Germany they found that "A
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Table X,68 K Social Trust
Protestant ~ Catholic
- Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
% % % %
Most people can - o -
be trusted 14 17 21 10
Have to watch out o
y for othexrs = 26 = . 46 - 34 &4
Depends b2 36 41 43
No answer | 18 = 1 4 3

. A4

gap remains between general social attitudes and political attitudes",

They attributed these differences to the closer fusion of the society in

Britain and America which led to a more integrated political syltem.u

Morris Rosenberg, in his study of students from eleven American Univer-
sities found that, irrespective of party affiliation or social class ori-

gin, students with a low level of trust were likely to think that the

15

public was not qualified to vote, and that war was inevitable. And

David Zibblat found that the more socially trusting American teenagers
in high schools had a more trusting attitude towards politics.m Richard

Rose found in Ulster that there was no tendency for trusting attitudes to

17

correlate with views about the Constitution, In the split society in

Ulster many socially trusting persons are alert to the possible danger
to themselves resulting from the political actions of their best neigh-

bours who belong to the other religion.

Among schoolboys there is only a slight tendency for the more
socially trusting boys to be more positive to Covernment, Only among
Catholic Secondary boys is there a marked increase in violence approval
among the less .trusting boys. To.the 40 per cent endorsing disorder in

the trusting group there are 60 per cent doing so among those replying

that one has to watch out for others or that it 'depends’. Whilst

being basically suspicious in social relations among older Catholic
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boys does little to raise the levels of disorder approval much above
the mean, having a good deal of social trust may lower the violence ap-
proval level by ZjQ%per cents Unfortunately only ten per cent of such
boys possess much social trust., The more trusting Secondary Protes-
tants are only slightly less likely to approve disorder. If one could
assume that integrated Secondary education of Protestants and Catholics
would lead to greater social trust one might be justified in expecting

disorder to be reduced. . In the Primary schools, however, trusting and

suspicious youngsters are just as likely to find fighting justified.

Ogtmismﬁ- Pessimism

The hope by which we live, and emigrate to the New
Ulster, is not baseless optimism, with:nothing to
recommend it but itself, but a hope backed by reason,
by necessity, and the reality of the Kingdom of God.

D.C. Wigmore-Beddoes, Preaching to a Riot (1970)

| Siﬁée these words were written the optimism of those who seek
a New Ulster has been severely shaken., People who fear the changes the
future may bring cling tenaciously to attitudes of the past whilst those
who havé fai&x in the future may prepare to change their minds in a chan-
ging world. Alternatively, the more optimistic may have faith that
they can change the world, or prevent it being changed, to suit their
own attitudes., It might, however, be hypothesized that those who have
an optimistic attitude to changes in soclety will be more positive to

Government and less inclined to accept violence in politics.

Eighty per cent of Protestant Secondary and 70 per cent of Catho-

l1ic Secondary boys felt, in early 1971, that almost all, or most, changes

were for the better. Others replied that almost all, or most, changes
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were for the worse, The most optimistic boys were most extreme in
positive affect to Government (See Table X.7). There is a steady drop
{in the highest level of positive affect from the most optimistic,
through the intermediate stages, to the most pessimiastic boys. Also .
the boys who are generally pessimistic about the future are readier

to endorse disorder than those who have faith that changes will not be

against their interests, Thus the policy followed by the Community
Relations Commission of helping people find confidence in themselves

and in their ability to influence the future may have consequences for

the most basic political outlooks,

Table X.73 Ogtimism-Peulmism and Affect to Government

Attitudes to Almost all Most Most Almost all
changes for better for better for worse for worse
% % % %
SECONDARY
PROTESTANT
POSITIVE 37 33 23 22
positive 47 27 20 36
negative 9 1 23 3l
NEGATIVE 6 2 2 11
no answer | | 2 -
SECONDARY
CATHOLIC
POSITIVE 25 20 7 9
positive 39 32 48 31
negative 23 20 36 27
NEGCATIVE 10 3 7 31
no answer 3 3 2 2
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Social Distance

Political differences in Northern Ireland are not reflected by
social segregation between religions in all parts of the Province.” The
Loyalty Survey found that "Protestants are almost as likely to have some
contact with Catbolics as Catholics are to have some contact with Protes-
Contact, however, may be maintained at the same time as kee-
ping a social distance between persons. For instance, a Protestant may
be quite happy to have Catholic friends, but would be very upset if his
sister intended convgrt;né to Catholicism or marrying a Catholic. In
order to investigate the social distance between religions at the school-

boy level respondents were asked a series of questions regarding their

reactions to a number of cross-religion situations. (See Table X.8).

Both Catholiés and Protestants at Primary and Secondary schools
appear to have much the same priorities regarding social distance. Con-
versions and marriage across religious lines are the least eni:grtainable
propositions. Having friends in the otherﬁreligion is the most accep-
table social suggestion with the idea of having neighbours in the other
faith receiving a more guarded acceptance, The reaction to integrated
schooling comes midway between the conversion/marriage and the friends
and neighbours propositions in acceptance levels. Ounly in the Catholic
Secondary schools do more than half the boys accept integration of schools.
About one-tenth of Primary boys who were quite willing to accept friends

and neighbours in the other religion feel that, under the present cir-
cumstances, it would be better if boys in the other religion left the

country altogether,

-
|Hh 4,,; -\-Etﬁ?'ﬂ'k -

Since Protestants who feel socially distant from Catholics may
be more concerned with "Protestant Supremacy" than:their co-religionists

one might hypothesize that they will also render greater positive affect
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Table X.8% Social Distance

Protestants Catholics

Primg Secondag Primag Seconda_:l

Percentage saying that
they VOUIdn'tmlnd i1f ...

.o my brother or sister be-
came a Protestant/

Catholic 16 19 15 17

.o my brother or sister mar-

ried a Protestant/
Catholic 16 26 24 39

o+ half the children in my
school were Protestants/
Catholics 25 42 37 35

.o most of my neighbours were
Protestants/Catholics 34 40 49 55

.o Wy friends were
Protestants/Catholics 41 59 49 68

I think that Protestants/
Catholics should be sent out
of lreland/Northern Ireland 69 49 60 37

to Covernment (presuming they see Government working for Protestant As-

cendancy) and that they will be readler to approve disorder for a Protes-
tant Ulster. The Catholics who feel soclially estranged from Protestants
may feel discriminated against to a greater extent than their co-religio-
nists; they may resent the Protestant presence in Ireland to a greater
extent than Catholics who feel emotionally closer to the other religionj
and may thus render more negative affect to Government and express them-
selves more prepared to countenance the use of violence for a United Ire-
land. In fact, there is little or no difference between Primary Protes-
tants regarding affect to Government according to whether they feel close

or far from Catholic boys. Contrary to what was hypothesized, there is
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a limited but consistent tendency for the more socially integrated

Secondary school Protestants to render higher positive affect to Govern-

ment. As hypothesized, Catholics reacting negatively to social rela-
tions with Protestants are also more %negative to Government in most

cases, This is most noticeable among Primary school Catholics where
negative social reactions are associated with 20 per cent more negative

feelings towards Government., Among Secondary school Catholics there 1is

a consistent, but limited, rise in negative affect to Government among

boys more socially distant from Protestants (See Table X.9).

Table X.9: Social Distance and Percentage Negative to Government among
,atholics

Primary - Secondary
Agree Disagree Agree Disagree

Percentage of negative affect
among those agreeing/disagreeing
with ¢e0 e

Conversion of brother/;ister

into the other religion 