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ABSTRACT

The avoved aim of the study was to examine various aspects of the
Glasgov colonial merchant community at a crucial time in ita history.
Specifically it vas intended to ascertain the number of Glasgow merchants
involved in trade to North America and the West Indies between 1770 and
1815, to discover their origins, the degree of mobility among them, the
extent of their social and political dominance in the city and the surr-
ounding area and the nature of their trading methods and organisation.

A second intention was to investigate their reactions to the American

War of Independence and their activities during the period of hostilities.
Since the experiences of these merchants during the waw has been a subject
of some controversy in recent writing on Scottish economic history Part 11l
of the thesis wvas devoted entirely to a discussion of these problems. The
final part concentrated on an examination of the role of the colonial mer-
chant group in domestic industrial and agricultural change.

It was concluded that there were about 165 merchants operating in
Glasgow's colonial trades during this period, This relatively small
number is probably explicable because of the atypically extensive financial
resourcea recuired to prosecute such commerce successfully. Intry into
this established elite was possible though very difficult: betwveen 1770 -
1815 about fifty per cent of the merchants came from outwith the commnity
itself. The fathers of these men were from middling social groups such
as lairds, large farmers, lawyers, bankers, clergymen, teachers and merch-
anta in other trades, The open-endedness of the community was preserved

by insolvency among established members, by social mobility into the



professions and landownership and by the rapid expansion of colonial
comnerce which stimulated recruitment.

Although social and political control of the city was in the hands
of the colonial merchant elite at the beginning of our period, by the end
it was reduced more to the level of yet another commercial interest in
Glasgows This resulted from the rise of domestic entrepreneurs, the
collapse of the tobacco trade and the difficulties of West Indian commerce
in the 1800s.

Part II cast doubt on tradiie}ona} interpretation of merchant response
to the American War. It was stressed that opinion, though aware of ewerg-
ing difficulties between colonies and mother country, did not expect rebell-
fon; that debt owved "Glaahgowr by American planters was much g¥eater than is
often sugprested} that West Ipdigs trade stagnated during the war and that
though the commitx was undhe_ﬂr great pressure, baé;]gu;;tciea vere few because
of profits from tobacco aolc! af ggrtime hoom prﬁiceIB% and because of loﬁg X~
perience in handling a specnlntive comnodity.

The role of mercantile funds in induatry was s‘?e;n%tj; ‘be 1mportant
with extensive linkages in a miacellany of unit.s including coal-mining.
cotton spinning and iron finiahing. In agriculture, the extensive penetrat-

ion of merchants 1nto landownerahip vas regarded aa a fundamental tactor in

agriculture change 1n Weat - Central Scotlnnd.
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INTRODUCTION ¢ AIMS OF TIE STUDY

¥hen Thomas Tucker, Cromwell's Commissioner for Customs and Excise,
surveyed the ports of the Clyde in 1656 he was quick to point to Glasgow's
emergence a3 'one of the wmost considerablest burghs of Scotland' yet was
ecually certain that the town's ventures into the colonial trades had, by

and large, proved abortive.l

Hovever, even before the Treaty of Union
vhich gave Scottish tradors official entry into the monopolies of the
English Navigation Acts, this somewhat gloomy picture had been consider-
ably wodified. LEven while Scottish colonial ambitions were being smashed
in the 'Darien Disaster' Glasgow merchants vere vigorously, if less dramat-
fcally, forging the links between the Clyde, Caribbean and North America
wvhich were to act as the essential bhases for the expansion of the city's
eighteenth-century tobacco and sugar importing trada.2 Although both
Vest India commodities and American tobacco were entering Glasgow in in-
creasing quantities as the eighteenth century progressed it is a well known
fact that the most dynamic sector of her external commerce was the tobacco
trade to the colonies of Virginia, Maryland and North Carolina, From an
average import of 1} millfon 1lbs per annum in the years immediately follow-
ing the Unim:: there vas rapid advance, especially from the 1740s; by 1771

an all time peak of importation was reached when forty seven million lbs

of tobq_chqwe_re shipped to all Scottish ports; Glasgwfowued vessels

NAPTRTIE s

1, Tucker's comments can be found in J.C. Marwick (ed.) Miscellany of the
Scottish Burgh Boards Society (Cdinburgh, 1881, 'Report by Thomas Tucker upon
the Settlement of the Revenues of Excise and Customs in Scotland, A.D, 1656¢,
26. : o

2. T.C. Smout, The Development and Enterprise of Glasgov, 1556-1707, SJPE,.
VII (1960); Scottish Trade on the Eve of Union (Edinburgh, 1963), 80, 175-8;

e - -yl +u. ek il S

The Early Scottish Sugar Houses, Econ Hist Rev, 2nd ser, XIV (1961), 240-253,

1,
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landed about 98 per cent of this total.3

The collapse of this highly lucrative comerce in 1775-6 and its
reduction after 1783 to mmch lower levels than before the American Var
of Independence left the sugar and cotton trade of the West Indies as
Glasgov's major economic link with the planters of colonial America."

Puring the 1780s and early 1790s growth in this sector continued on a

firm base of consumer demand for sugar, and industrial demand for cot.tm::.n5

Before 1775 more than four times as many ships entered Port Glasgow and

Greenock from North America as from the West Indies. By 1790 the number

from each region vas similar and Scottish trade with the West Indies was

wmore important than trade with A.merica.ﬁ

The broad outlines of Glasgow's activities in these two areas of
colonial commerce have been considered by various historians. The seminal

study by Professor Jacob Price, already quoted, attempted to explain the
7

city's predominance in the tobacco tradey  J.l. Soltow, in a short study,

explored some aspects of this commerce in Virginia itulfsa James Gourlay's

monograph was the first scholarly attempt to chart Glasgow's rise in North
9

American trade, The West Indies trade has been served less welly hovever

Professor Smout's work on late seventeenth and early eighteenth century

3« J.M. Price, .The Ilise of Glasgow in the Chesapeake Tobacco Trade, reprinted

in P.N. Payne (ed.), Studies in Scottish Business lIistory, (London, 1967), 299-
mt T

4, H. lamilton, An Economic History of Scotland in the Eighteenth Century

(Oxford, 1963), 249; R,H, Campbell, Scotland since 1707t The Hise of an
Industrial Society (Oxford, 1965), 77-8.

h« Anon., The Rise of Glasgow's West Indian Trade, Three Danks Review,
No. 38}(']’“110" 1958)0 | |

6. Campbell, op. cit., 78.
7. Price, loc, cit., pasaim,

8, J.Jdl, Soltow, Scottish Traders in Virginia, 1750-1775, Econ Ilist Rev,,
ond ser., XII (1959), 83-98, —

0, ames Gourlaz7, A Glasgow Miscellanys the Tobacco Period in Glasgow,
1707-75, (privately printed, n.d.).

$
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commerce has cast some light on it,w and Professor llamilton constructed

an index of the trade's expansion for the later period.l1
Yet, scarcely anything has appeared on the men who organised these
trades. The present study wmakes some effort to fill this gap, The in-

tention wvas to investigate the number, origins and mores of the Glasgow

colonial merchant community at a crucial time in its history. Dy select-
ing the years 1770-1815 for detailed examination it was hoped to obtain
ansvers to several questions, How did the tobacco merchants react to the
collapse of their trade ia 17757 \What was the orpanisation and methods of
the city's colonial trades at this time? Did the remarkable expansion of
the Scottish economy after 1783 have anything to do with a transfer of cap-
ital from the ruptured tobacco trade or was there no relationship between
trade and industry? [How did mercantile influence and power respond to the
challenge of new urban elites which were reaping the henefits of the West
of Scotland's incipient Industrial Revolution? Vas there any comnnection
betveen colonial profits and agricultural change through mercantile land

purchase?

These are some of the problems which:will be tackled in this thesis.
For the sake of organisational clarity the study is arranged in three parts
vhich are not mutually exclusive viz. 'Glasgovw Merchants in Colonial Trade,
1770-1815¢, t'Glasgow Colonial Merchants and the American VWar of Independence!

and *Glasgow Colonial Merchants and the Domestic Economy'.

NP i oyt

10, See wvorks cited in note 2, p.l, above.
11, Hamilton, op cit., 249, and Appendix XI,



PART 1

Glasgow Merchants in Colonial Trade, 1770=1815

CIAPTER X

The Glasgow Colonial Merchant Community, 1710-1815 3 I

(I) Number of Colonial Merchants 1770-1815

(II) Origins of Colonial Merchants



A satisfactory examination of the mores, trading methods and effects
on the Scottish economy in the late eighteenth century of GClasgow's colons
fal merchants vitally depends upon achieving a reasonable assessment of
the numbers actually involved in colonlal trade between 1770 and 1818,

This apparent truism conceals a thorny quantitative problem. Yet, it was
possible to accumulate a reasonable sample of merchants, upon which general
conclusions may safely rest, A merchant was included in the sample if he

met in the first instance at least one of the following two criterias

(a)  whether he had attained partnership status in a Glasgow
firm whose trading interests were primarily with the tobacco colone
fes of Virginia, Maryland and North Carolina before the outbreak of
the American War of Independence in 1775, Merchants who were in-

. volved in U.Ks = U.S.As trade after 1783 - which obviously cannot
be classified as 'colonial commerce' - but who did not appear in
copartneries before or ciﬁring the American War were omitted from

the group. N

(b) Whether he had attalined partnership status in'a Clasgow
firm whose trading interests were primarily with the British West
Indies,

PR "..._

Secondly, a merchant was included 1f, having fulfilled the above criteria,
he had been ednltted a8 a buracu and guild brother of the Burgh of Glesgow-

Thue not 311 t.he colonlel mrchants who shipped goods to and

of- Greenoek.

from the Clyde will be considered here}" 1n3eed,“‘ the exclusion of Creenock

men from the eample does represent a significent loss. & Such men as James

L*-Fi-’l-i-

Geemell., founder of the Gteenock Benk. Roger St.ewert of - Fenechan, Helter

lutchie and John Kippen. 111 of Gteenoc‘k, could compete 1n wealth and social

prestige with all but the very cream of the commercial aristocracy of

be



I

Glasgow.l The Clyde Customs accounts for 1775 make it plain that such Green-
ock firms as Ewing and Ritchie, Coats and Whitelaw, Kippen, Campbell and Co.
were making e significant contribution to the development of Clyde~Caribbean
commercial ralati'm:m‘..2 Of 1,998 hogsheads of s(igar imported into Creenock
between July~-October 1773, 318 hogsheads came in on the account of merchants
of that p(:»t't«..3
In addition, from the enumeration of the above criteria, it should be
{mmediately plain that no {nvestigation is being attempted of Glasgow's total
stake in trade to all colonies controlled by the government of the United King-
dom. Merchants involved in trade with Canada were only included if their
major concern was in the tobacco and West Indlan tradess They might also be
included 1f they simply traded via Canada {n order to panetrate American mar-
kets during the 1ﬁcidence of hostilities between 1775-83, or to circumvent
non-importation agreements during the period of 'cold war' in the esrly

17703.4 - Trade with Newfoundland, Nova Scotla and Quebec certainly formed a

part of GClasgow commercial relations with Britain's transatlantic p‘ossessionss

but for the purposes of this study Clasgow merchants who speclalised in this
gsector.  have not been listed under the heading 'merchants.in colonlal trades',

- Similarly, persons engaged in trade to India and the Far East elither

\

W

1. For-these merchants sece George Stewart, Curiosities of Glasgow Citizenship as
Exhibited Chiefly in the Business Career of its 0ld Commercial Aristocracy

Glasgow, 1881), 247-250; UOS, Glasgow Chamber of Commerce Minute Book, 1783-
87, 73 for number of Creenock merchants see ML, Chamber of Commerce MSS, B/15,
List of Members of Glasgow Chamber of Commerce in 1787,

2, SRO, Customs Accounts, Creenock, E. 504/15/25-26. |
3, 5SRO, Customs Accounta. Greenock, E.504/;5/23. U SR
4, . For a detailed emlmtion of these tudes vidc 1ufra,1,5q w

5, See, for example, SRO RH15/335, Sederunt Book of John Crawford and Co.}
Crawfords .shipped fish from Newfoundland to. Cathollc Europe; -see also GCA,
Letterbook o£ John Brown jun,, 17721785, .= e

11"5 o
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thr'ough holding; inithe ‘British or one of tl¥e foreign E;st Indla Companies,
or who operated as private traﬁers in the Easat Indles, were excluded, The
eighteenth century had witnessed an interesting penetration of Scotstﬁeﬁ into
East Indies trade. John Drummond of Quarrell, was a Director of the Dutch
East India CWany.G! Scions of some of the most {llustrious names in Clas-
gow's commerclal history traded in the East Indies and remltl;ed their profits
to their relations at home, Thus CGeorge Bogle was remitting around £3500 per
annun to Clasgow to relieve the financial position of his. father.7 Hiillam

Cunninghame, one of the wealthiest tobacco merchants in the city sent his son

to India in the 1780s and he himself had financial interests in the East India

Company.a On a broader scale, the return of rich 'nadobs' from the Indies,

their ostentatious flourishing of material possessions and their penetration
into the landed elite of west-central Scotland was & well known phenomenon

, « . 9 i
to the social observers of the periods 1In addition, it s clear that Glasgow

cotton merchants were, at least from the early nineteenth century. pursuing a

policy of clandestine 1nf11tration 1nto direct tradc with India and the Far

B&Bttlo |

The elimination of the commercial interests thus far described from this
study proved a relatively easy matter. The nirérwhélminé impression galned

¢
- ; -

6, Some of his papers are preserved in the Scottish Rocord Office; see
SRO, CD24/464~993 B829-30 (Abercairny Muniments),

7. ML, Bogle HSS, Bundle 54, William Scott to George Bogle, 20 November,
1780, - -~ ' ‘

8, View of-the Political State of Scotland {n 1788 (MS copy in Mitchell
Library, Glasgow), 303 SRO, GD247/141, Statement of Income for 1800,

I See, for ‘example, A.Allardyce (ed,), Scotland and Scotsmen in the

Eishteenth Century from MSS of John Ramsay of Ochtertyre (Edinburgh, 1888)
11, 216-17. - i+,

10, This was true of-Janmes Finlay and Co., the leading cotton manufacture

ers in Glasgow and the West. . See Anon,, James Finlay and Co,, 1750-1950
(clasgow. 1951). ‘o “ Mg o O

- - .
k. f " } . = "‘L !"1 : l.‘ Ll -ﬁ . = W L ] L 3
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from the Customs Accounts and mercantile papers exanmined in the course of
research wvas that, for the wmost part, merchants involved in the West Indies
and tobacco trades were a readily identifiable group. - The main financial
interests of these men tended to lie in firms which specialised in the in-
portation of tobaccoy sugar, rum and cotton, - They had diverse and scattere
1} gocestic industry'? and, above-all, inm land,'>

but, except for tha fou cases wvhich will be discussed balow:”

ed shares in undarwriting,
it was plain

that they had made thelr fortune im, and that until their death thelr major
income came from, colonilal trade. A rapld perusal of the assets of six

nerchants, of variced mterés;s:, whose papers arc extant,; will serve to verify

this point,
Alexander Spelrs began his commercial carcer with a !smﬁall bequest given

hin by his father, a mcrchant in Edinburghy however, even by the time he was

15

41 ha wvas still possessed of but a wodest fortune,' Yst nineteen years

lster, profits fwm his interests in ths tobacco-importing companies of Speirs,

French aand Co, snd Spelrs, Dowman and Cos reached over £27,000 per snm:m.lﬁ

17

In 1780 his landed property was valucd at £111,081, A statement of his

ssssts in 1770 shows tha blas of his financial 1ntsrestssw

- TABLE 1 3 Alex, Speirs's holdings, 1770 =

£55,05744%440 .. in 'Virginiagn concern’

£ 7,410,19,,9 in "Maryland concern'

£18;1414030e7%.. . 1n domestic industry and banks

£ 1,7784094 0% in ‘occasional transactions’ 1nclud1ng
canal shares

Lo L

11, Vide infra, Rppendiv,Xi/b.

12, Vide infra, Ct\'s_[a\;_g e

13, Vide infra, (h

14, Vide lnfra,l\-\’i e medE T S
15, . SL, CSP, 180/7, Answers for Arch Spcits of Eldsrsl:ls °ss 2.

16, 'GCA, Spelrs Papers, TDL31/4,.ledger C, 1, -

17, GCA, Speirs Papers.*'rm:’!lls, ledger D; sce Appendix

18, Ibfd.. TDISI/GIIIA, State of Private Affalrs of Alexander Speirs esq.,

December 1, 1770,




As his son, Archibald, pointed out, ‘... Mr Speirs, by his industry and
success in the tobacco trade, ecquired a fortune,®
William Cunninghame, who by the 1790s had retired from active participate~

fon in trade, was yet receiving £3,255.,.6..0 in 1800 from the West India firm

of John Ferguson and Co. (formerly Robert mnmore and Co ).20 A detalled

breakdown of his other sources of income shows that this figure compares

handsomely with them:n

TABLE 2 3 U, Cunninphame®s incomét th800

Land Rentals (less ministers

stipends, assessed losses ~ L
and feu duties) 8 £3,696446440

Fast India Stock 3 t £ 436445446
| Covernment securities - 8 £ 104.0bee5
Bills Recelvable .8 & 13440440

John Leitch, a West India merchant, held £56 696.45.04% 1n various concerns in
1797,  Over £43,000 of this sum was lodged in the sugar-importing firus of
Leitch and Saith, Corbett Russell and Co., Robert Gordon and Co., eand in
Ceorge Yuille and Co., tobacco impor:te*rs.zfzﬂ -
~ Archibald Ingram, one time Lord Provost of Giasgoir and patron of culture,
had £400 of his £2,984 of assets in ‘the Acadeny of Painting, yet the renaining
£2,584 were divided between two tobacco firms, George Kippen and Co. and Ingranm,
Kippen and Co.n iamep Sﬁgmehrv.ai__l of JHamiitun Farm who held, at one time or

another, interests in both sectors of colonﬁialk cqmerce,“ was by the year of

om” 'i

19, SL, CSP180/7, Answers for Arch, Speirs of Elderslie ose¢ 2.
20,  SRO, GDZM/I&I Jol:ting of Income, 2 Oct.. 1800.

21. Ibid. 5 . 5o « R T : , 5

22, GCA, Journal of "John Leitch, 1793-1806; 1-7,

23, Baillie Inst., Library, Sederunt DBook of the Trustees of Provost Archie
bald Ingram, 44; see J.,R, Kellet, "Private Incomes of Glasgow's Lord Provosts',

Accountants Hagazine (1968), 5984 ~r.u" « REERIY

24, SRO, UPl ‘Currie MACK 135/3, Thoma § ﬁuchanan versus Bogle and Somervell
(1778). He had been a member of the latter company who were extensive

tobacco importers.. - Vide infra 239-L3,



his death in 1791 heavily involved in two VWest:.India concerns, David Kussell
and Co. and Somervell, Cordon and Co, Hts‘holdtngs in these two amounted
to £13,439 and -his only other:major source of income, the rental of his
estate:of Hamilton Farm yielded & mere _“80:25 John.Glassford, son of a -
Paisley burgess, had by dint of perseverance in the tobacco trade, accumul~
ated a fortune of £40,000 by the time of his death in 1783,2% .-

James Dunlop 'was{ the only nerchnnt“of those investigated and included in
the total of 'merchants 1n eolonlal trade' vhose incom from land and dom-
estic 1ndustry exceaded his earnings from colbnial commerce.  After the Amer-
fcan War of Independence his interests in the tobacco trade seemed to fade
considerably while at the same time his 1tnvolvement in land, eoalmining and
other industries developed at a spectacular 1'ate'..27 By the time of his banke
ruptey in 1793 no income from colonial trade could be traced, his pe;sonal |
accruals in that year‘ toeing £3,898 from 1nnd tents, ﬁ.037 from collieries

28

and 3:3.900 from other industrial units, Yet it i3 clear thrat the financial

base for his ventures into other sectors of the economy was created by his

~ L

pre=1783 interests in the tobacco trade, Both as successor to his father
Colin's wvealth - the result of his profits from tnbacco 1mportati.on - and

as a result of his own endeavours 1n Colin Dunlnp and Sons, 'Vtrginia Mere

chants’, he was by 1783 worth £30,000.2

e I |

3

It would be tedious to cnntinue further quotatlon of simllar examples.

It seems evident thet it is pnssible to speak of merchanta who epeciaused

d M r ¢ 1 ?-
. i"!' 1‘ < : bl I v ] ’ o - 7 * Y " 1"‘| t..rtﬁ "

25, GCCA, Sederunt Book of James Somervell, 1791-97, 13,

26; Baillie's Inst, Library, J,T. and A: Douglas and Co, versus John _
Glassfogd, , 652/F/16-17. SR A AR o

~ AT L . . * ﬁ"} + v ™
r -
’ } -h - s ¥ kg T, 1"‘I LI, " ? r—,ll' ' 'E ’ 1 Fa oy e n * .-‘}_

27. : lds tnfra. .153'6‘

28, GCA, Papers of Jma Dunlop, State of J., Dunlop's Affalrs, 1793
SL CSP406/21, Petition of James Dunlop. late of Carnkirk. 14 June, 1799,
Appendix. ’

29. SL’ CSP. 406/21’ Apﬁeﬂdix’ 20
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{n colonial trade's The‘researcher engaged on a study of the late eight-
eenth century merchant community is-thus presented with a higher stage of
comnercial sophistication than was Professor Smout in his analysis of Clas-

gow's merchants in the seventeenth century, 30 Then most persons interested

in overseas trade were :‘general merchants'j

- +How far the sea adventuters can be .., subdivided into
French traders, American traders, Baltic traders or Dutch
traders = or as tobacco merchants, wine merchants, iron
merchants and so on « 18 extremely doubtful, 1lMost seven-
teenth century merchants who were rich ¢nough to own ships
vere general merchants, who sold what they could wherever
theyfound a market, and bought whatever they found in ths
{d, which they believed they could sell at Glasgow. l

Instances can, of course. be found of merchants who, while specialising between
1770-1815 in the 1mportation of sugar and t.obacco, did freight other cargoes to
other areas in addition to Virginia, Maryland and the Caribbean, Robert Dun-

more and Co., West India meréhants. vere exporting wheat to Newfoundland in

32 33

17823 at other times they were éarrying linen and salted beef there.

Francis COrdén and Co, whosé wain 1nterests vere also in the Car:lbbean trade

were freighting '15.000 dried f;ish caued haberdines® to Lisbon 1n 1781 and

34

bringing back lemons and oranges to the Clyde. Dennistoun, Buchanan and

Cos, West Indla merchants, took advantage of the capture of Buenos Ayres in
1806 to try to establhh (11ke so many other Eagli.sh and Scotthh merchant

houses) a permanent connection with South America. However, thelr corres-
pondence;mshows that this was merely qn ‘adventure’, smming distinct from

their primary concern in sugar importation from the British West Indies. As

¥ j" #
W

30, T.C. Smout, 'The Glasgow Merchant Community 1:1 the: Seventeenth Century,
SHR, Vol. &7 (1968)3 . there was also some division, though not a black and
whi.te one, - between tobacco mrchants on the one hand and West Indla traders
on the other. Vlde infrg,ﬁq-wB

A, Ibld., 65,0 o o e
32, SRO, Customs Accounts, Greenock, E.504/15/36,
33, Ibld., E.504/15/39,
34, 1bld., E.504/15/35.
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they pointed out in 1806 "Our knowledge hitherto of Spanish Americe is lim-

133

ited and vague, Indeed the Customs Accounts for Port GClasgow and Greenock

leave little doubt that tobacco and West Indla firms were very much on the peri-

phery of other t"des.iﬁ.

-While firms presented little difficulty it was occasionally a perplexing
problem to decide whether particular individuals ought to be numbered in the
11st of colonial merchants, Fach ambiguous example was assessed on its -
merits., . Walter Momteath was described in 1786 as having been 'for some .
years' the manager of the Tanwork Company in (?vlaszr.:m..:’..f7 -yet his name  was
added to the list of colonial merchants, because of his extensive holdings
in the tobacco firms of Glassford, Cordoa, Monteath and Co., and Pamsay,

Yonteath and Co.38

.- Similarly, Moses Steven was nominated as a colonial
merchant although he had begun his business career as-a vholesale linen
merchant and had entered the Merchants House in 1790 as-a ‘home tradar'.39
Later, however, Buchanan, Steven and Co., moved into. the YWest Indies, event-
ually into the South American:trades and established close partnership 1inks

vith a famous Glasgow.sugar-importing house, Dennistoun, -Buchanan and Co.l.fo

X > ] . T 3 " » R B | TR - o 2
f“"a. ) . - - . . g nl* , , 5

35, .. SL, CSP 287/4, DPennistoun,: Buchanan and Lo, to Thomas Reld, 4 October,
1806, They considered Duenos Ayres as 'a secure Britigh' canquest and
emporium®, ibid., Answers for Will, Robertson, 8 May, 1814,

36, ‘There was even specialisation within a particular sector of colonial
trade, ° Thus the copartneries of -tobacco firms often specified whether trade
was to.be with Virginia or Maryland or North Carolinma,

X

37. - 5SRO, CD247/140, Infomation for Robert Bogle of Shattleaton, 1.

ok
L)
¥
R T

38, PRO, AOL2/9/37y SROy CE6O/1/Ba. - = © «- - ewrosa

' ¥

39 Perint of Joneq Directo or Useful Pocket Companion for the vear
1787 with an Introduction and Notes of 0Old Glasgow Celebrities ¢t the

Rambling Reporter® (Glasgow, 1808)3 GCA, Papers of Merchants liouse of
Glasgow, Hatriculation Book, 1768-1330, entries for 1790,

40, - J.o. Hitchell, 014 Glasgow Essaxs (Glasgow, 1905), 108,

;ﬁ"!*'lh*"-"*;
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By 1807, Moses Steven was reglstered as a member of the Claspgow West India
41

Association,
On the other hand typlcal exclusions from the group were James Johnstone
and Robert Carrick. Johnstone had been engaged in 'a plantation concern'® in
Tobago and a 'Virginla concern' with Neil Bannatyne and George Buchanan,
Robert Carrick had also been interested in these two ventures. However, it is
clear from the breakdown of the assets of the two men at thalr deaths, that
income from colonial trade formed but a relatively minor proportion of their
overall returns, Johnstone had begun business as a hosier and had 'chiefly
made his fortuane' in the stocking trade.az- All his other interests were

“3  Robert Carrick’s major undertakings were in printing,

44

subordinate to this,

1inen merchanting and banking,
In certain colonial copartnerships, one comes across the names of land-

owners, Thus Robert Taylor of Kirktonhill held one £ifth-of the capital

439

in Ceorge McCall and Coey Virdﬂla Merchants, Richard Cameron of Catrne

46 Since neither of these

tyne had an interest in Buchanan, Hastie and Co,
men could be traced in the Clasgow Roll of Burgesses“ and gsince their involve
ment in trade was ‘1ikely to be very much peripheral to their major function
of landownership, they were not regarded as 'Glasgow merchants in colonial

trade'.

41, ML, Abstract of Minute Booka of Glasgow Vest India Assoce, Individual
Subscriptions, 6, - :

42, GCA, Reg. of. Deads,,B.IO/SﬁMD, Indenture, James Johnstone and John
Cardner, .1772; SL,.CSP: 413/28, Peti:ion of Andrew Thomson and others, 4,

43, - Ibld; & 0 P e
by . 'Robin Carrick'aﬁlill ' 13 Hitchell, _2_1 Citty 164'1800

45, .GCA, Probative Writs,”B,10/12/9, Copartnership Agreement of George
HQCAII and COt

46 o Glgsggw Hercugx. 1 January, 1784, . . .
47, Je.R. Anderson (ed.), The Burgesses and Cuild Brethren of Clasgow 1573=
1750 (Edinburgh, 1925); J.R. Anderson (ed.), The Durgesses and Guild Brethren
of Glasgow, 1751«1846 (Edinburgh, 1935). These printed lists of Glasgow
burgesses are henceforth cited as GRD I and II respectively,
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A third category of individuals whose names appear in West Indian and
tobacco trade partnerships and yet were not included in the total were factors
of firms who were not resident in Glasgow and were not registered burgesses
and guild brethren of the burgh of Clasgow.. ‘As will be discussed l.a;t,ei':."'3
it was the common practice of such firms, dependent .as they were on overseas
representatives, to glve chief factors a financial interest in the company
as a stimulus to diligence and loyalty,  Their shares were normally minimal
and several had first made the grade as indentured servantsj thelr names
have only been inserted in the grand total of colonial merchants wherg evi-
dence existed to suggest that they were registered burgesses of Clasgow. A
good example of the type of factor who was included was Glassford Cordon and
Co's representative in Virginis, Neil Jameson, Ie spent the greater part of
his commercial career in that atate, but he was & burgess of Glaagow."g retaine

ed close contact with his relations in the town',"o

holder in the f.irm.?l

and was . a major stocke

~ In eddition, one or two of the most eminent merchants

32

in the colonial trades, such as Willliam Cunninghame,, . began as factors in

Virginia or Maryland to established companies and then went on to form their
own coucernsy. these were;of course included,

) Ppce tl3g criteriq fo; incluaiop or omission had been firmly established
it was possible to begin the laborious search for those men who could be -

1
[ L |
i o riﬂl" h-'u "

h;"*"'- . #t‘f;;(*t

48, -Vide infra,\’\?-‘-ll.

49, GRB II, 17623 PRO, AO 12/55/4658. , ... - .. .- - .. .

50, His daughter married:James McDowall, of the West India house of Alexander
Houston and Co,.y SRO, -GCD237/151/3, Nell Jameson to Arch, Tod, 21 Oct,, 17933
his son vas educated at Clasgow University and in 1780 won a prize 'for the

Best Essay on the Effect of Reasoning and.Inference in particularising Cenerasl
Terms, 8s illustrated by the Greek language, W, I. Addison (ed,), Prize Lists

of the University of Claspow, 1777-1833 (Glasgow, 1902), 7.
s1. PRO, A0 12/55/46, |

S e \. N L S e T
52,. SRO,.GD247/140, Answers for:William Cunninghame, late of Falmouth,
1.; ' . | e . hif g~ - | & | ?!4 _ e sf e “e ,‘ o : Y ) -é E;:EF. "
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enumerated under the héading "Clasgow merchants in colonial trade's - It was

the author’s declared intention to include all such merchants vho were alive
in 1770 on the one hand and all thosc who had managed to reach partnership
level by 1815 on the*othef. The starting point was an i{nvestigation of petit-
fons to government by tobacco and West India merchants, This material gener-
ally provided a 1ist of those who had subscribed to the petitlon and thus gave
a hard core of identifiable merchants which wﬁuld prove useful in the examine
ation of customs accou'nts.53 A search through the 1ists'of merchants in the
various Clasgow directories of the late eighteenth century proved less worth-
wvhile since the general term *merchant' proved too imprecise for the investige
ator's purposes The CGlasgow Chamber of Commerce lists suffered from the same
flaw.sl' The extant Minute Books of the Glasgow West India Association found-
ed in 1807 proved invaluable, however, - In’'the'entries of subscriptions to
the Assoclation a full 1list was given of ell VWest India firms and {ndividual

Vest India merchants operating in the city at that date,s”” «  Theréalter new

recruita to the trade were annually enlisted as tnfmberéasg’

‘' With nemes extracted from these sources and from nineteenth century
57

accounts of Clasgow's 'golden age' in colonial trade™  an effort was mada to

| 3
— %

' _ ¢ ol *
- Aa ¥ » - T » S - -
- o A S v . s s b ) AT RN S . Sranf o

53. - Such petitions included, ML, Chamber-of Commerce MSS, B/7, Address of
the West India Merchants to Gilbert Hamilton, 11 February, 1783; Memorial
of the Merchants in Glasgow interested in- the tobacco and ‘sugar trade, 7 March,
17833 EM, Shelburne MSS. ¢ 37/3. Address of the 'robacco Herchants of Glasgow

- .h-*n-

to ‘lord Shelburne,” | Pt RS

S4e - These lists are avallable .in, the Chamber of .Comnerce MSS preserved in
the Mitchell Library, Clasgow, and were compiled for the annual election to
Directorships in the Chmber. They are not reproduced in the Minute Book

of the m ber‘ £ PR TN W B A RV
55, ML, Abstract of Minute Books of Glasg:m Wgst Indil Auoclatlon, Comany
lﬂﬂ Indlvidul SUbscrip}iom, 6-8. . 1 Bl L ;_ RSP Rt A

‘ J*gra*;dﬂ & - T P p L. Fo A, ‘g,,*'ﬁ' ’:&

56;j 1;. hid. ety b ‘,i " :‘r:hi iffi j A ok S
97 Stewart,0p. cite Hgglﬂl' . Mitchell,- (J.H. Reld)

it., .
Clas Past and Pre Vﬂl’ (Glugow. BasT. ’HQBQ mc.ll. w
Ancegtors iBImingham, IBBh); anon,, The Old Country Houses of the Old Clasgow
Gent?
NeGele

Glasgow, 1870)3 James Gourlay, A Glaspow Miscellany (privately printed
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locate the partnerships in which.the various individuals were concerned,
Newspapers were employed by firms to signify when a particular partnere

ship was being wound up., Commonly such announcements gave the pames of

the individual pgrtners.sa The petitions of Glasgow tabacco fimms for
compensation after the American War to the 'Loyalists® Commission' in London
also afforded an insight into partnership groupings since companies normally

gave a summary of their growth prior to 1775.59

At this point, with a considerable batch of merchants already traced,

{t became possible to approach tha more intractable corpus of legal records.
Uith the collected names to hand, the massiva indexes of the Court of -Sess-
{on Unextracted Processes and the Glasgow and lational Reglsters of Deeds
wvere examined for the perlod c, 1770-1815, Vherever a name oun one of these
{ndexes, with place of residence given as Clasgow, matched a panme on the list
of merchants already collected, the process or the deed was exanined, This
technique proved very laborious and often fruitlesss The aridity of the
exercise was occasionally relieved, howevery by the serles of partnership
agreements which were discovered and above all by the richness of material
produced in proceedings of sequestration, when ledgers, letter books and
journals of the firm concerned were brought before the Court,

~ The.Customs Accounts of Creenock and Port Glasgow were less.productive,
Although invaluable in that they allowed -the researcher to outling, the

importance of the various firms, as measured by thelr importation of sugar

and tobacco, they did not supply the names of firms' members. . Customs dues

r
- # e - SR > PR o - o i . . )
ﬂ‘l ~ ok ;_" " i* - {f

58, Among the contemporary newspapers examined for the purpose were the
Clasgow Mercury, 1773-953 " Claspow Courier, 1792-18163 Clasgow llerald and
Advertiser, .1805-163 . Clasgow Journal, 1770-5, 1793, Tor a full 1i{st of
such sources see .Bibliography. .. L . L

59, These petitions are preserved in the Public Record Office, Londﬂon,‘
Audits Office, Petitions and Compensations of American loyalists, 1783-9,
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were usually paid i{n tho names of the managing partaer(s) of a company or
by their representatives in Creenack and Port Clasgow,

with @ gross total of marchants calculated, a check was made through
the Glasgow Roll of Burgesses for the eighteenth and early nlneteenth centure
fes to make sure that all the naomes had been registerced as burgesses and guild
brethren of the burgh and were not merchants from other Clyde towns or from
areas further afield, VUhen this process was completed 1t was calculated
that batween 1770-1815 there were around 165 merchants engaged in Glasgev 8
colonial trades at full partnarship level. | Every effert wae nada to ensure
that each merchant was accounted for and included in the list, Inevitably
soma ust have escaped the nety 1t is ;}lggeated howeeer that they were likely
to have been of minor imﬁertance. . Horeover, several of those men included
were operating only a fow years 1nto oa‘: period vhen death or bankruptey

60 It wuld therefore be falr

brought thelr commercial career to an ¢nd,
to conclude that the gross figure of 165 1is not likely to be sudbstantially

fncorrect, Appendix 1 entperaies the merchants and their known copartner=

Bhipﬂe . e s u e . e . s am
Vhat strikes oms Lmediately about this figurc is how relatively

small the colonial merchan: group in Glaagow wae at thia time. *, Thia ﬂret
1mpreseion is teinforced 1f the nmnber of auch merchanta obtaining burgess

tickets between 1751-1817 :ls coepared wl.th the grand total of persong belng

ahitted to the merchant rank in tha burgh of clasgew 11; the same period.61

RISl s B
In the five years, 1751-55. fourteen persons whose mmes later appeared in

T, € --' PP U

colenlal trade partnerahips achieved tprgeae etatgs; hthe; corresponding

odail ™ @
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60, For e ple Andrew Cochrane (d. 1777), Arthur Comnell (d. 1779), Colin
Dunlop '(d. 1777): Ceorge Bogls bankrupt'1772 - ‘ML, Bogle HSS, Bundle 54, -
Trustees of Daldowimto Georgc Begla, 3 Harch, 1779. o

:-?*l-i- :

61, For a detailed breakdown see Appendix II/A. Subaequent figurea in
the 1ist are all tsken from GRB II for the various years,
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figure for all merchants was 148, In subsequent years the gap widened:

TABLE 3
Years Total No. 0of Colonial Merchants Total lo. of Merchants
176670 16 158
1776-80 21 | 236
1786-90 7 3351
1801-5 4 “ 195
1811-15 | 278
TABLE 4

Percentage of Colonial Merchants obtalining
Burgess-ship, 1766«1815 |

176670 3 10,1 per cent
1776-80 3 2.0 " ¥
1786-90 3 1.8 " "
1801-5 3 2.1 "o "
1811-15 3 0.4 " "

To some extent the small number of colonial merchants in relatlon to

ﬁthelr fellows in other fields of commerce aimply results from the semantic

H "

implications of the tern merchant' The impression given in the burgesa
roll is that the expression ‘covered almost all of those vho were not ‘craftse
men', By becoming 8 mrchant burgess of clasgow, an individual was simply

given general pemission to trade and the right to belong to the charity

62 -

hospital of the merchants. Tha Hatriculation Books of the latter instit-

; ' “ A
L La ¥ b .
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62, For regulatlons governing admission of burgesses see J.C, Marwick (ed.),
Charters and other Documents relating to the City of GClasgow, 1175=-1649

Scottish Burgh Recs, Soclety, 1897), Pt. I, DCV = DCXX,

-
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ution demonstraté clearly that 'merchant® was a polyglot title for a whole

63

variety of more specialised occupations, Daniel Defoe proposed that in

England, by the early eighteenth century, the word 'merchant' was ‘understood
of none but such as carry on foreign correspondence.’“ The situation north
of the Border was, however, more akin to what Professor Willan has described
for England in the late sixteenth centurys then 'merchant® applied ‘pre-

eninently to all who made a business of buying for resale.'65 In Glasgow,

two centuries later, shopkeepers were denominated ‘merchants in claagow.'66

Likewise Ceorge Stirling was categorised as a 'merchant' although he was a

67

partner in William Stirling and Sons, calico printers. Only in the early

1800s does the term ‘'manufacturer' begin to appear, albeit very occasionally.68

Speclalisation of function in domestic trade and industry had not matured
sufficiently for any but vague terms to be used. As the Directories of the

city at this time illustrate, the norm was for individuals to combine the
function of merchants, yarn printers, underwriters and bankers; only grad-

ually were responsibilities for each area‘shifted on to the shoulders of

specialists.bg‘

Clearly, however, the ambiguity of the term ‘merchant’' does not offer
a full explanation of the relatively minor proportion of Clasgow burgesses

{nvolved in the colonial trades, The most plausible reason would appear to

- [} -
bl - ., " [

63, GCA, Records of Merchants House of Clasgow, Matriculation Book, 17681830,

64, Danlel Defoe, The Comgleti Foglish Tradesman, 2 vols, (London, 1745),
Ieptinted in ‘Ntorks, Vol. 17-18 Mord. 1341 ? II’ 2. -

65, Te Se &illan, The English Couting Trade (new edn Hancbcsttr, 1967),
47.8‘ “ . 1

66, éC'.A, Feg. of Deeds, B,10/5/8132, Ccmtract of Copartnerahip "twixt
Duncan Graham and John Bm'midc, 4 May, 1779. * |

67. ORB, 1I, 1815,

68, GRB, II, passim,
69. Vide 1n£ra,qs 9.




19,

be the relatively extensive financial ‘resources necessary to obtain entry
into a partnership which specialised in sugar or tobacco importation,

One of the major elements in these necessary resources was the ability
to pay customs duties on sugar and tobacco, or to be sufficlently rich to
attract credit for the payment of such duties, The period 1770-1815, which
witnessed twenty eight years of war and as a consequence heavy government
demands on the revenue, was particularly noteworthy for the level of duties

exacted, Charges, which had run at 6/3 1 10 per hogshead of sugar in 1775

had, by 1782; almost doubled to 12/3 2/5, 70 -.5omq 1dea of -the kind of -sums

vhich would have to be subscribed by merchants on the landing of a cargo can

be given by the example of the sugar imported by the Albiom from St, Kitts in

71

October, 1773, The vessel carried 70 'casks’ of sugar., +On these, Alex-

ander Houston and Co, had to pay £290..18.,.11. The total value of the cargo

72

was £1,273,424010, In the same year £566..13..1 was pald as duty om 40

73

hogsheads of tobacco. Yet the instances of individual:shipments do not

completely. demonstrate. the extent of the sums demanded from most firms which
imported colonial produces - according to the Customs Accounts for Greenock
and Port Glasgow in 1774, only nine of the thirty six tobacco firms landed

less than 200 hogsheadajf In normal conditions, the dutles on such imports

L
¥ & c

70, L.J. Ragatt The Fall of the Planter Class in'the British Caribbean,
1763-1833 (London, New York, 1928), 164.

71, NLS, MS 8799, Alexander Houston and Co. Salebook, MNo. 3, 2. “Miss Benson
suggested that 'import charges' were paid by the planters (N.M. Beuson, 'The

london West India Interest in the Eighteenth Century®’, Eng Hist, Rev,, XXXVI
(1921), 385). This point is irrelevant to the present dfscuasion; as wvill

be argued (vide infra), merchants paid the 'import charges’ in the first
instancej they were, of course, then psid by the planter in the form of
freight charges to the merchant. ”’ - |

72, For other examples see ibid,, passim, and for tobaéco, CCA, TD131/3,
Day Book *qf Speirs, French and Co.y 1777-82,

" i -4 "

73, ‘'Hogsheads® varied by the early 1770s between 750-950 1bs mett welght,
Courlay, op cit., 18§ “ SRO, E.504/15/25, =~~~ =

74,  SRO,E.504/28/23=43 E.504/15/23<5. )
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put a at.rain on the credit of even establiahed merchants75 during petiods

5 + "lj*' }#‘ J Hy * '1?

of high revenus demand. As one merc.antile patition put it. ‘tha ‘necesse

¥ " :ﬂ?i . i

ary outlay make such duties prohibitiva- 76

The goverment did little to aid hard-;nare:;ed ;erc*h;nt*s; dutije:s ;aid
on mported sugar and tobacco lay in the hands of the Customs Officers until
the commodities were- either used for inland. saleior were exported. If
sugar ﬁas rei-expot;:eé 'dutle;:... were wholly #drawn back' ‘and merchants cone
sistently exerted pressure throughout the 1730s. to enable the product to be
warehoused in security.and duties only paid when.it .was , taken out.of:bonded
gtores for inland sale and-connnption.??; - Such pleas had:little effect,
however, and it mist be concluded .that the large amounts required to pay
customs duties were one factor in reserving the colonlal trades for:all but
the wealthiest merchants in Clasgow. . R T A

Finance on.a large scale was also required .if:trade:with:planters; whether
in America or in:the Caribbean; was to bé.carried.on satisfactorily, . The
methods and structure of the sugar and tobacco trades will.be analysed in
depth in Chapters _3-4;7 here it:is intended merely to 'stress the amount of
capital required to prosecute the trades successfully,::.s:. R TR ST

. . .The -Clyde-North America tabacco trade.by the sarly.1770s was normally:

based on & system.by.which merchants: sent out goods to thelr.stores in-Vir-~-
ginia and Maryland, * :These articles were:then purchased by planters:on
credit on.condition that subsequent.cxops .of tobacco would be consigned to. .

the storekeeper, This system, though a major factor in Glasgow's success

L R . & W
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751 SRO, GD2&7/140. Infogmatiou for Robert. Bogle of Shettleston .u, 2-&.
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76. UOS, Minutes of Glaséow Chamber of Comerce, 6 July 1734, 63. Memorial
of ‘the Sugar and ’Tobacca Merchants of Glasgow.

77. Ibid., HL““ Chambér of Cmfbe MSS, B/9. Extract from a Report. from the
C:miuioners of Cust.oms in Scotlandg 10 Jum, 1783. X ww::f "ﬂf“wﬁ‘- bl

Vide infra, % \'11# S
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in the eighteenth century tobacco trade, demanded of necessity extensive
credit and personal resources. = James Gibson, writing his History of Clas-
gow in 1777, asserted that *returns were not wmade i{n less than eighteen
mhths';79 another contmoi'ary asserted that -
It is generally understood, that in the tobacco trade
it requires from £25 - £30 to be sunk in America for every

hogshead of tobacco imported, and this exclusive of shipp-
ing charges and other expenses. 80

In addition, the extant correspondence of tobacco firms pla:lnlyi illustrates
that in order to obtain permanent contact with planters, it was invariably
essential to lend them an initlal sum and to buy at least part of thelr crop
for cash and/or bills of exchange.el

Sugar lmportation from the Caribbean led to similar financial demgpds
on the merchant, The establishment of & sugar plantation in the West Indies
has been described as ‘one of the most arduous undartaungs of European cole
onists in the New world' 82, _Whatever the physical difficulties involved,
the financial burdens were scarcely less exactings The conversion of a
section of tropical jungle into an economic asset and the stocklfngﬁof it
with negro labour pressed ;lard on the resources of planters. A major source
of cred{itt for them wvas rihek U.Kh.r ﬁerc%xant to whom they consigned theirj Sugar
and from whom they bought;stores and equipment,. 1In 1776 the chief sgent for
the CIasgow house of Alexander Houston and Co. ms mhaaising that new -

i -l-| 'ul’ ko o

‘plant.er-cus tomers could only be acquired for pemmnt tude if an advance

r
Ay £ : VI 4 * ) . . L
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ik,
S

79.  James-Gibsom, History of Clasgow, (Glasgow, 1777), Preface VIL, |

80, = SL, CSP 162/3. ‘Information for James Dougal ..e 44s  Vide infra
fot a detailed discusaion of tha credit needs of tha tobacco I:tade.

altu, 1d2 1“:3'\38 ‘\H‘sﬂu o S ke ) |
82, “F¥W. Pitmﬁ“ 'The Settlement and Financing of Bt:ltish Uest Indian A

letatiom in the Eighteenth Century in Essays in Colonial’ Histo res-
gnted to Charles Mlean Andrem (Newhaven, Conn, 19315, 255.
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83

of credit was made to them in the first instance ™ end the correspondence of

the firm with thelr agency house in Jamalca suggests that granting of such

credit was a normal and essential element in merchanteplanter relations.el"

Extension of credit was bound to occur in the incidence of the trada ftself,
That ‘malignant organism, a West India debt'® had its 6rigin“in the fact that
crops consigned to a merchant were principally to pay fm_' goods sent out
some months before and by the planter's obligations being met by bills of
exchange drawn on the trader.as

The extent of personal funds required to undsrtake colonial commerce was

therefore the basic economic limitation on recruitment, This fact 1s borne
The

86

out by a sampling of shares in various colonlal trade partnerships.,

lowest individual shares belongling to Glasgow merchants in the firns exanined

was £7350, Sm of this q:munﬁ were relatlve;y f(_m h?igever; the average
would gppear to ug some‘whem”t‘mtween £1,000 - =r£1,200..__ ~ Such individual shatves
were usual ﬂa\rren among relﬁ.ait‘_rive*lyifmau companies, Thus “Bairq, Hay and Co.
who only imported 41 hogshegds Io_f tobacco in 1774 (Qut of a gross importation
for the Clyde of 31,090 hogsheads)®’ had thetr total capltal of £10,000

Y
+ ‘F_"I.

83, NLS, 158793, A. Houston and Co, to John Paterson, 2 December, 1776,

84. Ibid,, As Houston and Co. to Messrs Houston and Paterson, & January, 1777,

85. This subject will be discussed in’detail below, ~* See R. Pares, A West
India Fortune (london, 1950), 239+49; Rapaty, op. cit., passim; 6.6 Checke
land, 'Finance for the West Indies, 1780-1815', Econ, ilist, Rev.y 2nd ser, X
(1958), 461-9,

r o
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86, The following copartnerships were examined for this surveys Thomson,
Snodgrass and Co., Tobacco Merchants (GCA, Probative Writs, B.10/12/4)3 Bogle,
Craham and Co., W.l. Merchants (GCA, Reg. of Deeds, B,10/5/7552)3 McCall,
Elliot end Co., Tobacco Merchants (GCA,: Reg. of Deads, B,10/5/8270)3 Buchanan
llastie and Co., Tobacco Merchants (GCA, Probative Writs, B.10/12/4)3 Alex-
ander Cunninghame and Co., Tobacco Merchants (SRO, GD247/33/P/1); Findlay,
Hopkirk gnd Co., Tobacco Marchants -(SRO, RH 15/2232)3.- John Campbell: sens.v:'. .
and Co., West India Merchants (UL, Campbell of Hollyards Papers) ‘Willlam :..:
Cunninghame and Co., tobacco merchants .(SRO, Reg. of Deeds, 309/2/58 DUR);. .
John McCall and Sons, West India Merchants (SRO, BCPII, 62, 556.)3 Baird,

Hay and Co., Tobacco Merchants (GCA, Journal of Baird, Hay and Co.)s Some
effort was made to present a miscellany of larga and small firms and special-

{sts in tobacco or sugar importation.
87. SRO’ E 504/15/23'4.
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divided'thusx-sa‘

TABLE 5 s Shares in Balrd, Hay and CoT. |

iyt

Jemes Baird X £2,500

Ninian Menzies k 2,500

Peter lay .k 1,250 (Merchant in Virginia)
John Hay k 1,250 W "

89

Movement into the higher echelons of Jthe cemunlty‘was possible = but

the ‘entry fees' demanded could only be satisfied by a fews To be a member
of John Campbell sen, and Co., one of tho premier West India firms in Glaégw
in the early nineteenth centufy, required a minimum subscription to the cape

ftal stock of £12,810 in 1312:90

At the same time, one cannot escape the
conclﬁsion that eatry was also xi:estricted by established groups already pros-
pering from 'ti'ading profits, One ought not to press the point too far because,
as will be argued below, many did make the grade throughout our period from oute

with existing merchant families.gl

tiowever, high profits from the importate
fon of exétic comoditiéé depended ;n, anong oiher things, the relative scarcity
of the sﬁpplies of sugar and iobacco from the colonles and this in turn meant
that iﬁeﬁ‘ irportation ought not to be open to all,

| Eatry into both domesﬁic and forelgn trade had already'bee‘n controlled for
centurieé by the Bﬁrgess system; rt.Io éne could becoms a burgess of the bLurgh
of Clasgow (and thus obtaiﬁ genei:ai péfmlssion to traéle) unless he had been
exanined by the Dean of Culld as to his training and characters ‘all kynd

of 1nfam9ﬁs and deboischit men of e‘vi.lil 1yf and conversation® could be

(.

88, GCCA, Journal of Baird, Hay and Co..
89, Vide ’.ﬂfrﬂ"s(:'m. | - q

90, ML, Campbell of Hallyufdb}aﬁn. Contract of Copartnery of John Campbell
sen and Co., 29 June,.18l4, Adam Smith The Vealth of Natfions (ed, E. Canaan)
(London, 6th edsy 1950), I, 923 H.C, Craham, Social Life of Scotland in the

Fighteenth Century (London, 1899), passim.
91, Vide infra,35
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2 By the end of the elghteenth century, the financial conditions

excluded.
for burgess-ship «- the requirement to be worth £100 Scots (about £3 sterl-
ing) unencumbered by debt =~ or to become guild brethren <« to be worth
£500 Scots (£27 sterling) = was hardly likely to operate as an obstacle to
persons eager :to become a colonlal merchant., Control of entry could be
operated in a more subtle and effective fashion., - Partners in firms in col-
onial trade were allowed a maximum period of two years, and often much less,
to pay up thelr share of atock.93 - Exceptions could be, and were made for
friends or relatives of exlsting partners who lacked the ability to relse

the large sums required in such short periodss Thus in 1768 the firm of
John McCall and Co., Virginia Merchants, was re-formed; the ‘standing
partners', John McCall, James Wardrop and Allan Love merely subscribed their
existing shares, > Another merchant, Alexander Elliot, was however to be in-
volved in the new partnership of McCall, Elliot and Co, with a 25 per cent
share of the total capital:of £10,000, He was given six years to pay. this
up'in: two equal moleties'y ' the first not until 1770, two years after the
signing of the copartnership, and the second 1n>1774.941 By - that date, of
course, he would almost certainly have acquired a sufficient.fortune from

his share to enable him to contribute to the capital stocks -~ 4

' Colonial trade was not a sector into which the adventurer, living on

=

L] L.
- T - -~ Y
¥ 1 L -

92, - This discussion of entry to burgess-ship 1s based on Marwick, Charters and
Other Documents relating to the City of Claspow, Pt. I., DCV - DCXX,

93, This fact emerges from a study of the copartnerships cited on p. 22,
N}*EEGO ) e : o N * 4 o=

94, GCCA, Reg of Deeds, B,10/5/8123, Bond of Copartnership betwixt Messrs
John McCall etc. = There were certainly very valid economic reasons why
merchants wished to limit entry, apart from any desire to create monopoly

profits. The nature of the West Indies trade especially, required a
certain degree. of 'mutuality' among merchants for thelr own financial

security. . Yide infra,L\.-%0,

¥
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marginal resources and desirous of the quick speculative profit could easily
penetrate. - Personal wealth, hard work until financial resources were acquire-
ed.or famlly. connection were the essentlal bases.on which successful carcers
in the tobacco and West.Indies trade, by the late eighteenth century, were
built, - Obviously.there were examples of daring men, deficient in capital

yet with sufficlent nerve who were willing to chance their luck for rapid
gain. One doubts 1f they were able to withstand the enormous financial
pressures implicit in colonial trade for very longs. The experience of one
such firm may serve .as an illustration of what could happen. :

In 1800, John Steel, shoemaker, Peter Nisbet, manufacturer and James
Monach, hatter, set up.in business.as Steel, Nisbet and Co., traders to.the

West Indles, Andrew Monach, although not a shareholder. in the company, was

his father's representative in the conc‘ern.g‘s " The firm was hardly equipped

to enter Caribbean commerces - as a legal case pointed out a few years later,.

‘none of the partners possessed capital of any importance's Andrew tonach

was ‘a natorioua benkrupt' whose property had been, sequestreted in 1799.96

L egl’ L2
The alm of their project vas for Peter Hisbet to carry a large quantl.ty of
{5 #o, A RO
goods purchased on credit to the Weet Indies. The returns made by him were
SR T T I Y. E
ta support the credit of the other twu pertners who vere to remain at home
', .

d vere to send ou*t kedditional quantities of goods from time to l:i.mem.“.’7

Prospeets 1n the first yeer'were hopeful and the proceeds of the sale of

1‘1—

ﬂ‘xh"‘ ﬁ;w -'3- w-'- ﬁ‘gi

the exported comodities was remitted hoﬁe {n bills and pZOdUCEog

Baeing thelr hopes on this initial success, Nisbet 'scens to have

4 % f 1 T
ﬂﬁ__di_ffiq:eg §mﬁfv;rﬂ:ﬁrrﬁ ;ﬁ,grr 9 w

thought no undertaking too.vast, for. hia talents or his good fortune',
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95. SRO, UP. 1 Inres. Durie A/6/6 McNeil.,' Stewart and Co versus Steel,

- g T

mabet and Co., "Anéwers for Robert Auld, 6. |

S S S T R N SO A PO 2 5 RIS S v .
96, Ibid.. 6-73 Monach, like his father was a het menufacturer, Claspow
Courier,-30 April, 1793,

97, Ibid., A’ Monach to Peter Nisbet, 1 August, 1802,

98, 1bid., Answers for Robert Auld, 12,
99, 1bid.,
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He purchased in 1801 three estates on the islands of Esééqulbo ==""(wt:ap!:ure‘:l from
the Dutch in 1796) Borbice and Demerary,'®™®  This exhausted the capital of
the house and its position was further worsened by the return of all Dutch
colonies, except Trinidad to Holland by the Trééty of Amien’s;wl a welle

informed correspondent of Lord Castlereagh thought that this resulted in a

loss of some ten million pounds per ‘year to traders to these colonies, 0%

Recourse was had to every possible weans for ralsing tﬁnney: application was
made to the firm of Thiza$ Dow and Cos of Liverpool to whom they had been
conslining thelr sugar. Tho lattar offcrgd them assistance by alloving

103

Steel, Hlsbet and Co. to drav LI1ls on thes, Through thls the spiral

into disaster was begunr ‘everyocna knous that after o train df ﬁccommdation
is begun, tt 4s dlfffcult to withdrsu, bocauss 4f tho party accommodated be
alloved to alnk Into bankruntey all s 1m."'°"'*‘ o I

By the end of 1803 the debts of Steel, tiisbet and Co. amounted to ‘upwards
of £60,000° and to pay then they had - B h

“ha

nothing more th:m tha desl.s and stools 1n thelr countlng
house and John Steel's household furniture amounting altogether
in value to £133,,6..4 together with certain claims on 'bamrupt e
estates fron whlch mthing has been drawn. 105 E

IS

nere 13 a classic inatam:e of the effect of an initially mrtou capital basa
in aptradc whlch, because ofﬁita vuluerability and specglqtlvafna;ure; “dmd-

ed utensive llquid resaurces within a firn,

| cOlonial merchants were a select body among the run of bhome. traders, limen

_ - =
) - - - - *ﬁjﬂi; ¥ -7
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100. Ibid.. Articles of agramnt. pade botween Jobn Ferguson af Easequlbo on
the one part and Peter Nisbet on the other part, - SRR s

101.- ""”‘Ibid.. Amvers for Robert Auld, 15, s

102, .JeHa Rose. 'Britiah Vest Indla, Comerca as & Factor in the Napoleonic
L"ar' Cambridge Higstorical Journ, (1929), 36.
103. SRO' UPI A/6/6, Innea Durie. Answers for Robert Auld, 16,

104, Ibid.
105. M&g 40'1
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and woollen merchants, and the polyglot. mass of .those who made up the Glase
gow commercial community, Within this group, however, control over trad-
ing operations tended to be lodged among certain merchants whose families

intermarried, whase town houses dominated the growing burgh, and whose names

appear-regularly in the lists of.town council 3.106

The Customs Accounts clearly indicate the degree of control exerted by
certain merchant groups in the sugar and tobacco trades.,  In 1774, 31,090
hogsheads of tobacco were landed gt Greenock and P‘or‘:,clasgow.l 07,,'1'11!.3 figure
was imported by a total of. 36¢£1m§l? 5 _Closer examination reveals that even
this relatively high degree of control éonsNerabl,y underestimates. the con-

centration of power, : Twenty-one.of those firms only imported together

&,ZOO‘hogsheada.mg Not one of the latter imported individually more than

500 hogsheads and: ten landed less than 200 hogsheads in that yeare A sim-

110 Throughout

that year 35 firms.imported 29,330 hogsheads.into Greenock and Port qasm,m

6,093 hogsheads of this was landed by nineteen companies none of which imported

ilar picture was presented by the Customs Accounts for 1773..

106, The same phenomenon was epparent in London, Liverpool and Bristoly sece

Checkland, loc. cit., 463-633 . W,Bs Minchinton, 'Bristol Metropolis of the

Vest in the Eighteenth Century®, Trans, R. itist, Soc., Sth ser, IV (1954);

J.V. Hall, 'The CGarlicks, Two Generations of a Bristol Family, 1692-1781°,

Trans, of the Bristol and Clouc, Arch, Soe, LXXX (1961), passims’ D.W, Thons
The Mills Family g London Sugar Merchants of the Eighteenth Century',
Business History, XI (1969), 3-&4, o o r T e T

107, ¥ SRO, B.504/28/23«43 ES504/15/23«5, - ~... i~ .m

108, . . 1bid. Importations for each firm are reproduced in Appendix IV/A,

109, 1bld. See Appendix IV/A, The companles were Dunlops and Crosse,
Alexander Crindlay and Co., Rmay. ‘Monteath and Co.,Andrew Sym and Coqy
Scott Donald and Co., James Brown and Co., Balrd, Hay and Co,, T. and A,
Donald and Co.y Will Donald, W. Gray and Co., Murdoch, Dregham and Co.,
Wilson, Brown and Co., McKenzie, Uylie and Co., Jameson, Johnston and Co,,
Andrevw Thomson and Co,.;~John McDowall and Co., Hugh Wylie and Co,, McCall,

mlliq and Qt A I S DU P S e TP T ST T
110, E.504/15/25-263 - .E.504/28/24-6,
111, ' Ibid,, see Appendix 1V/B,

¥
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more than 300 hogsheads each.

The figures for 1774-3 therefore suggest that about half of the

tobacco-importing companies handled over five~sevenths of total im-
portation in 1714 and around four-fifths in 1775, Investigation of

the membership of some of these larger firms shows that inter-linked

copartnerships left the web of control in the hands of a few great
merchants,

Three major partnership ‘syndicates' can be identified

in the last few years of the Clyde-North America tobacco trades
the Cunninghame group, the Speirs group and the Glassford group,

The major interest of the firat of these, Williem Cunninghame

and Co,y had nine partners in 1.776...112 Three of the partners in this
concern held 80 per cent, of the shares in a second firm, Cunninghame,
Findlay and Co.j these men were William Cunninghame himself, the

major shareholder, Robert Bogle and Robert Findlay,

Findlay and
Cunninghame held 90 per cent, of the stock in a third and smaller
unit, Cunninghame, Brown and co.lu The two major concerns in this
group together imported 3018 and 6105 hogsheads of tobacco in 1774

and 1775 respectively, This represented between one fifth and one
sixth of the wvhole Clyde import for these two ysars,

The two Speirs companies conformed to a similar pattern,
Speirs, Bouman and Co, and Speirs, French and Co, each shared
three partners, who had a controlling intersst in the capital
stock of eachj
lism rrmh.ul'

these were Alexander Speirs, John Bowman and Wil-

In 1774 this group imported 6131 hogsheads of
tobaccos although their gross total import had falleam to 3930

112, PRO, AD 12/56/292+305, For the names of ths partnars see
Appendix 111/a,

113, 1Ibid,

114, GCCA, Speirs Papers, TD131/7, Ledger, 1783-88, 45; PRO,
AD 12/9/33, See Appendix 1I1/4 for a full breakdown
of the membership of the partnerships,
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in 1775 in.these tvo years they handled about one-fifth and one-eighth res-
pectively-of the Clyde's importation. Perhaps the moat cowplex and highly
integrated group of all was that headed by John Glassforde A superficial
exanmination might reveal that he had interests -in two large concerns John
Glassford and Co, and Glassford, Gordon and Co._,, 2 Yet closer investigat~
jon points. to the fact that he and some of his._fellov partners in these two
firms had important shares in five otler.companies, all of them extensive
importera of tobacco. In three of these, Archibald Ienderson and-Coi, Janes
_Gordon and Co,, and qﬂenryaniddoll‘;and,po..p the :three names of John Glassford,

Henry Riddell and James Gorden consistently occut:.uq- .Glassford and .Gordon

together with Archibald Henderson held: ahares‘in Henderson, McCall and Co.u7
HStrong partnerhbip links existed between this.unit and George Kippen and Co,
Five of -the .partners in Henderaon, McCall and Co. ~— 'Alexanier McCall, -John
Glassford, Arthur Connell, William Shortridge and:Ceorge Kipp;n - v - Tormed . .
the.copartnership of Kippen and Cu..n8 This group of ﬁm{contrlbutodai E:
formidable proportion of .the Clyde's total importation ln.177§-75l 2 | FIRT

the folloving ‘year_ thiis had soar-

+1hus .in.the {inal year before . .the war vhich Jbrought

1774 ,{ﬁe} imported together 4,589 hogsheadsj
119

ed to 6,917 hogshends,

,,,,,

‘this one Glasgovw group caq@rgpu_tcgi __about ono-firth_o{ the Clyﬁdc'lﬁinportatioa.
.+ The predominance, of .thesa jthree groups over ;ﬁG;lags@g%ow'a .tobacco trade [dn: ;.

the early 1770s is. thus incontestable,:,; Together in 1774 they Jdanded_over

L I L AT LR Wiy e e et s e X - i gt o R g e w W 1M Ry

11". PLRO, .AO 12/9/37: lasgow Mercury, 19 Janmuary, 1790, See Appendix III/lA.

Yos . pRAE, T - W L

116, Glasgow Mercury, 19 Jamuary, 1790;.;Glasgow Advertiser,. 29 January, ::
1790,  See Appendix 111/A. prosdt

117. 800, CE 60/1/10, Petition of. Henderaon. McCall and Co. -to H.M.S. Doard
of Cuatoma,” ~ = "= ™ e 2 \ .
Jlﬁ. Glaagow Advertiser, ‘22 January,: 1790,

119, -See Appendix IV/A=B. s3/3.:,
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fifty per cent of the comwdity, . In.1775 thelr ayara vas even higher, In
that year they imported 16,962 of .the total of 29,330 hogsheads, These were
the most striking examples of concentration and integration in the tobacco
trades Yet at somewhat lower levels there were others, The Buchanane
Jamieson group comprising the four firms of Buchanan, tiastie and Co., Bogle,
Jamieson and Co., James Jamleson and Co.,, and Hastie, Corbett and Co will be
discussed in detail in Chapter 1}.2 : In addition, Andrew Thomson, Ceorge
McCall and Ceorge Crawford linked the firms of Thomson, Snodgrass and Co,.,

George McCall and Co., Andrew Thomson and Co., and.McCall, Smellie and Cos 21

Thomas Donald and Co., and T. and A. Donald and Co, were united by the three
brothers Donald, Thomas, Alexander and Robert, %

The web of integraticn and cooperation was further extended by individ-
uals becoming members of various units and by the popularity of faanlly co-
partnerships. Thus Peter Murdoch had interests in Murdoch, Dreghem and Co.,
Speirs, Bowman and Co, and Willlam Cunninghame and Co = as a result he held

shares in two of the three great groups which dominated the x_Clyde's tobacco.

123

trade. James Brown was an important stockholder i{n Cunninghame, Browm

124

and Co. as well as heading his own concern of James Brown and Co, . .Robert

Dreghom was in a similar position, being a sharecholder in both Dreghem, lure

125

doch and Co,, and John Browm and Co. John Dunlop was a partmer 1n both

126

Colin Dunlop and Sons and Hamilton, Hopkirk and Co, tugh Wylie, in addit-

ion to being managing partner in lugh Wylie and Co. held stock in McKenzie,

‘1:201 vide infra 2356,

121, GCA, Probative k’r_:lts. B.lO/lZ/fs;h B/10/12/93 Clasgow Courler, 19 April,
1794, 3o b -

122, Clasgow Herald
Appendix IV/A.

123, GC.A, Spelrs Pspers, TD131/7, Ledger, 1785-83. 65; PRO, AO12/56/292,
124. PRO, A012/56/3053 AO12/9/59,
125, 1bid,

126, GCA, Probative Writs, D.10/12/7/3493 Reg. of Deeds, B.10/5/8880,

See

and Advettlser, 14 June, 1811; 7 Februar}r. 1812,
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127

Wylie and Co, Four family concerns vere also prominent in the tobaceo

trade in this periods Peter Murdoch and Sons ‘= dominated by Pater aad his
tvo aums.l’z3 George Oswald and Co, « in which the three Oswald brothers,
Ceorge, Alexander and James held all the "cabital.lzg James Ritchie and Co, =
{n which James and his brother Henry had a predominant tnterest!®® . and

Colin Dunlop and Soml«131

It is possidble to discern the same pattern of a high degree of control
over imports by a select grouvp of wealthy merchants in the West Indles trade,
In 1773, 1396 of the total of 2511 l;;gsh;ang‘of sugar was landed by three
firns Alexander liouston and Cos, Somervell, Comnoll and Co, and Thomas 8nd

132 By 1781, the largei: firms exerted increcased done

Robert Dunmore and Co,
inances four <~ lloustons, Dummores, Francia-Cordon and Co,, 8nd Robert
Mackay and Co, = lmported*nt»e of the total of 3200 hogsheads of sugar
entered at-Creenock and Port Clasgow, in’ that yecar, toustons alone shipped

about & third of this total.n:"

“In the 1790s the threec major organisations
were John Campbell sen, and Co.) the Dennistoun-Buchanan group and the serles

of £ims-in ubich the Cordon fomily had an‘interest, The'first of these®

firms had been to the fore in Clasgow's sugar-importing trada sinée the ‘early
177033 “<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>