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Chapter 7

INFORMAL CULTURAL INFLUENCES:

Hunt, Yacht Club and Rowing Clubs

Gibraltar’s formal 1nstitutions — law, government and education — are firmly
based on models exported from Britain. Much the same is true of the police, the
post office and the Gibraltar Regiment. To a large extent these were imposed on
the Gibraltarians, although they were more than willingly accepted. It was not a
matter of a threatened indigenous culture being displaced by another. In these
very direct ways, as discussed in preceding chapters, the Gibraltarian way of life

has been shaped by British ideas and practices and by the diffusion of these

ideas and practices.

Yet there 1s much more to a community than its formal institutions. As Anthony

Kirk-Greene argues, frequently the most formative of the influences are not so

9 affecting the wider community and the

much the official as the informal ones
everyday lives of individuals. Roughly speaking, the informal influences take
two forms. Firstly they are all-pervading, unavoidable and incidental to many

matters which aftect the people. They arise from the very way in which life is

organized and controlled and they make their impact through a complex of
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signs, symbols and ritual. Secondly, they take a more organized form through a
network of situations designed to provide opportunities for social interaction
and cultural exchange. In Gibraltar, as elsewhere in the Empire, these consist of
an assortment of clubs, voluntary groups and societies, many of them having
existed for a century and more in the colony. The majority were set up to
sustain hobbies, pastimes, sports and games, as well as artistic, musical,

dramatic and literary pursuits.

In contrast to the formal structures which have been there for all, involvement in
these social and cultural activities, for Briton and Gibraltarian alike, has been a

matter of choice by individuals seeking to satisfy a variety of different
perceived needs — for comradeship, relaxation, fitness, intellectual development
or social advancement. Significantly, these activities did more than that. They
were mechanisms for transmitting a range of preferred values and attitudes.
They were usually activities initiated by the British themselves and, in the

instances to be discussed, this was certainly so in Gibraltar. They were

characteristic of the British abroad at leisure and at play, while in effect

teaching others to do likewise.

In the sense that informal background influences can make their mark, the mere

presence of the British has had a powerful effect, providing a context for

everything else. At every turn the British have been highly visible to the
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Gibraltarians. Officers and other military personnel from the resident

battalions, with their distinctive uniforms and insignia, became well-known. In
addition, many sailors were brought to the colony by the large harbour, and the
development of the dockyard in the 1890s. This influx reached its peak in the
mid-twentieth century when the Home Fleet joined the Mediterranean' Fleet
each year for spring exercises. Up to one hundred ships would be anchored 1n
the bay and harbour — battleships, aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers,
submarines, minesweepers and support ships*’. From the 1930s, and
particularly after 1940, significant numbers of Royal Air Force personnel joined
the soldiers and sailors. In the evenings the shops, “pubs”, cafes and restaurants
would be filled with servicemen, through to the end of the Cold War and the
run-down of the base. The armed forces, therefore, were everywhere.
Moreover, some of the public services before 1939 were controlled by the

military, under the Governor as Commander-in-Chief, bringing them closer to

the civilian population. On the streets, senior officers, especially in earlier years,

walked cane in hand, expecting others to step aside, uniformed or civilian. The

image conveyed to all was that of military power, hierarchy, status and order.

Similarly, the many military and public buildings have been constantly in the
public eye, also conveying clear signals of British and imperial authority and
control. The prime example is the Convent, as Government House is called.

His Excellency the Governor has lived there since the late eighteenth-century,
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from time to time entertaining kings and queens and other important dignatories
Although private and secure, the building is situated on Main Street for all to

see. Flags fly from the balcony where “H.E.” takes the salute on special

1

occasions”'. Today a single guard is mounted in daylight hours. In former

times the Guardhouse opposite was always well-manned.

Around Gibraltar, the old fortifications, gun batteries, barracks and former
barracks convey similar British messages, as do civil buildings such as the
Garrison Library, the Court House, the Anglican Cathedral and the Naval
Hospitalm. Everywhere the English place names, dating from the 1870s,
confirm the British presence — Engineer Lane, Governors Parade, Tank Ramp,
Cannon Lane, Town Range, Prince Edwards Road, and so on. These and many
more sights have been constant reminders of military, political and imperial

power. They have given the Gibraltarians both confidence in the British and the

aspiration in some sense to share in the notion of being British themselves.

Military ceremonial, also very much part of the ambience, has had a similar
effect. “We even turned out in large numbers for military funerals”, one
Gibraltarian recalls*”. Less now than hitherto, various rituals continue to cast a
spell. Once a week the Changing of the Guard at the Convent, with the

424
d2

participation of a regimental band™* and the Governor taking the salute at the

march-past, still takes place. Periodically, the Ceremony of the Keys, which is
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now played out in the re-furbished Casemates Square, continues to attract large

crowds, a number of invited guests among them. The occasion has become a
tourist attraction, of course, particularly in recent decades. Its origin is to be
found in the events of the Great Siege (1779-1783) when the Port Sergeant
locked various gates as the Sunset Gun was fired. The Governor at the time, the
Scot, General George Augustus Eliot, wore the Keys in his belt constantly. The
Keys have come to be regarded as the seals of office of the Governor and they
are handed from one Governor to the next*”. They are a symbol of the
possession of Gibraltar by the British — an “ownership” which delights most
native Gibraltarians. In trying to turn this symbol to their own advantage, in

2002 the Gibraltarians fashioned their own replica Key as they argue that the

door to self-determination should never be locked against them.

An annual event of special significance in Gibraltar is, of course, Trafalgar Day,

October 21%. Arguably, Nelson could not have fought this battle without

Gibraltar. After the battle Nelson’s body was brought to Gibraltar before being

taken on to Britain. The victory continues to be celebrated each year in the
Trafalgar Cemetery, with the Governor, the Chief Minister and other personages
present. A congratulatory despatch, sent after the battle, is read. There are

traditional hymns and a prayer composed by Nelson on the morning of

Trafalgar. Over the years prominent members of Gibraltarian society have been
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increasingly involved in this and other ceremonies. To be included in an

invitation list for such events became important to Gibraltarians**°.

Another major ceremonial occasion has been 24" May, Empire Day. This
tradition in Gibraltar was one of the first such to be established, during times of
“colonial overrule” and at a time when the Empire Day Movement initiated by
Lord Meath was gathering momentum. In November 1903, the Governor,
Lt.General Sir George White, received permission from London to celebrate
this day “in commemoration of Her late Majesty, Queen Victoria”, provided the
business community at the time agreed. Everyone did. The schools were soon
involved through the literature sent out by the Empire Day Movement.
Celebrations grew into what for a while became Empire Week, with a fair and
other entertainments. These included an “Open Air Patriotic Concert and Parade
of School Children™ as many as two thousand participating, with a regimental
band and the Governor taking the salute at a march-past. Children from

different schools sang such items as, The British Flag, At the Thought of

Britain’s Glory; When Britons in Noble Anger; The Empress of the Wave,; The
Flag of Britain; and Oh. England. Oh. My Country **’. For a number of years

there were special ferries between Algeciras and Gibraltar, connecting with
trains on the Bobadilla railway, so that Spaniards could attend the “Feria y

Festijos en Gibraltar : Conmemoracién del Dia del Imperio Britanico”. In 1912

a Spanish military band, the Musica del Regimiento Covadonga, took part,
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indicating times when there were better relations with Spain. Celebrations

continued to be held in some style after the 1914-18 war, and as late as the

1930s.

It is against this inescapable background of the British colonial presence,
therefore, that all sorts of c;ther informal influences have helped to create the
‘cultural bond’ between the Gibraltarians and the British**® As already made
clear, these involved various clubs and associations. Among the clubs, those
concerned with riding, sailing and rowing have possessed important common

denominators; more than anything they have reflected imperial notions of

control, status, class and privilege which have evidently made their mark on

® argues in his

some levels of Gibraltarian society. As Gordon Fergusson’
detailed account of the Hunt, they have been important in the creation and
consolidation of the Gibraltarian “nobility”. Although no longer in existence,
the Royal Calpe Hunt*’, above all, represents these values. Fergusson sees the

Calpe Hunt primarily as having been significant for the British officer-class. It

helped to bind them together as a body of men serving a thousand miles from
home. In Fergusson’s own words, the Calpe Hunt was “an institution — the
institution of Gibraltar. Few officers who served on the Rock when the Calpe
Hunt existed would ever think of the place again without calling to mind the

Hunt and all the sport and comradeship it provided”. Yet it went beyond that:
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“It existed for services, civilians and visitors alike”, Fergusson states, thereby

contributing to the process of cultural bonding..

Although having a broad social appeal, the origins and history of the Hunt have
been much involved with military values and with the military. It fell to them to
convey a system of British sporting beliefs and practices. In fact, the Hunt was
established inside the territory in 1813 by the Rev.Dr.Mackereth, at a time when
the “hunting clergy” were to the fore in England. Evidently hunting was
advocated for clergymen because of the moral qualities it fostered”'. Perhaps
the original objective was to rid the colony of rampaging foxes although the
Hunt soon moved to Spain under British military supervision. British support

for Spain during the wars with Napoleon is usually cited as the reason why the

British were so readily allowed to hunt in the Campo area of Andalucia®™’. The

first Master of the Hunt was Rear Admiral the Hon.C.Elphinstone Fleeming,

from Scotland. Thus, the Scottish connection was again evident as 1t has been

throughout the centuries of British rule.

Apparently most officers were eager to participate in this uniquely British
pastime of foxhunting. Foreign visitors were surprised to see so many
infantrymen who could ride. Naval officers also participated and naval ships
were used, from time to time, to transport hounds from the United Kingdom,

horses from North Africa and huntsmen to and from the meets across the Strait.
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Master, Huntsman and Whippers In were officers for most of the life of the
Hunt. The terrain in the Spanish hinterland where they hunted was rugged,
demanding and dangerous. Hunting as an activity was perceived as requiring
not only “simple courage” but also “manliness”, including the “virtues of

33433

hardiness, temperance, coolness and clear-headedness The conditions for

the development of these qualities were certainly present in the Campo area **
where the Hunt met and Fergusson firmly endorses the argument that hunting

provided good training for officers, which could account for the great amount of
time that was devoted to it. John M. Mackenzie*” traces this notion back to
ancient times when “with the emergence of the Greek aristocracy the Hunt
became the perquisite of the elite”. Appeals to the military lessons of history

made by Xenophon, in defence of the values of hunting, have been repeated

over the many centuries since, as they were in Gibraltar.

The status of the Hunt and the upper-class nature of the membership were also
/
attractive to aspiring Britons and Gibraltarians; “By 1797 foxhunting was to

have a fashionable and social cachet it was never to lose”, writes Itkowitz¥®, In
fact, many members, particularly the senior officers, either arrived in Gibraltar
with a distinguished military record, and a noteworthy imperial pedigree, or
they went on to acquire this later. Fergusson makes a point of recording the
details, underlining Gibraltar’s place on the map of Empire and Commonwealth.

The Victoria Cross was held by a number of members or former members,
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including Lord Gifford who fought in the Ashanti Wars and who became
Colonial Secretary in Gibraltar. Military honours possessed by members
included service in campaigns in India, Egypt, the Sudan, North America, the
Gold Coast, Crimea, South Africa, Turkey, Cyprus, and so on, as well as 1n
Europe and overseas during the two world wars. The image presented by the
Royal Calpe Hunt was military, imperial and élitest, and this was further
enhanced by the royal connection. No other hunt, apart from the Royal
Caledonian, has been called “Royal”. Members of the Royal Family had hunted
in Gibraltar since the middle of the 19" century. Then, in 1906, King Edward
VII agreed to become patron, jointly with King Alfonso XIII of Spain. In fact,
various members of the Spanish royal family have taken an interest; in 1915 for
example, the Queen of Spain attended in a mule chaise. Yet royal patronage has
been far from nominal, various members of the British Royal Family having
taken a practical interest from time to time. One particular instance was in 1934
when King George V was keen that an internal dispute involving the Marqueés

de Marzales be settled amicably, in the interests of good relations between

Britain and Spain. Thus, hunting has played its part in placing Gibraltar on a
royal and aristocratic agenda, and the ambitious Gibraltarian would readily wish

to be a part of it.

On a day-to-day basis, however, it was not the king but the king’s representative

in Gibraltar who took the lead. “Cultural impositions need cultural agents”,
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states Kirk-Greene on analysing the role of Governors in empire, especially in
terms of their sporting image. Successive Governors in Gibraltar, almost
without exception, have played a key role in the affairs of the Hunt. They have
been men of high rank and status, often Generals or Field-Marshals, and usually
with impeccable family and class provenance. They could exert power and
influence when the Hunt was in need. This also extended to Spain. When
relations were good, securing the approval and even the participation, of
Spanish military Governors and Spanish aristocrats was critical to hunting. As
recently as 1937, only one year into the Spanish Civil War, Governor Harington
sought and obtained Franco’s tacit permission for the Hunt to resume. The
personal contacts which the Governors have had in the United Kingdom have
also been important to the Hunt in a variety of ways. In addition, the occupants
of the Convent, often hunting themselves, brought significant numbers of
visitors to Gibraltar, the chase usually being the attraction. In one case, the
Duke of Beautfort, when visiting Gibraltar in 1861 to convalesce, stayed with
the Governor, having been made an Honorary Member™’. He brought the

Badminton pack of hounds with him.

Some Governors took the Hunt more seriously than others. The story is told of
Governor Lt.General Sir H.Miles who, on the first day in his office, could find

none of the senior officers he wished to consult. They were all out with the

Hunt. After a while he settled into the same pattern and joined them, becoming
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an enthusiastic supporter. “The Hunt”, as MacKenzie puts it, “in short
constituted propaganda: it showed emperor, king or lord exhibiting power,
enjoying the privilege that went with it, asserting prestige within widespread

23438

territorial bands™°. While the last cannot apply, Gibraltar can usually be seen

as possessing all the qualities of larger territories in microcosm.

Social activities associated with hunting were not unimportant and again it was
usually His Excellency the Governor who led the way. Many who did not hunt
followed the proceedings on donkey or on foot. Often there were picnics in the
cork-woods afterwards or on other occasions. A special event was the Hunt Ball
which took place either in the Convent in Gibraltar or, after 1902 in Algeciras

when the Hotel Reina Cristina had been built. It was an event of social

importance, as 1t was in Britain. Sometimes the Master of the Tangier Hunt was

439

invited, among others, and from time to time the Larios family™” would host a

post-Ball breakfast at their home in Spain. On other occasions members would
meet socially or formally in the Garrison Library or in the Jockey Club. British,

Gibraltarians, Spaniards and others would mix and mingle, something which the

“acceptable” Gibraltarians valued greatly.

The acceptance of Gibraltarians as members of the Hunt was slow and restricted
to an emerging “upper-class”. D.C.Itkowitz explains that all classes could mix

at the Hunt but only in accordance with strict if unwritten rules about status and
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behaviour. “While hunting people boasted of the openness of the hunting field,

there i1s no question that the values fostered were conservative and
aristocratic”**. Gradually “middle-class new comers” were admitted in Britain
while in Gibraltar only a few select civilians were directly involved. Among
those specifically mentioned by Fergusson was an Irishman, Richard Holmes,
who became chairman of the Gibraltar Gas Company. Then there was Francis
Francia, a name in the ship repair business which goes back to the early 18"
century in Gibraltar. In 1868 Marcus Bland, the son of the founder of the Bland
Shipping Line was elected. Alexander (later Sir Alexander) Mosley became a
member 1n 1873. In 1918 Master Frank Imossi was blooded; the Gibraltar
Imossi family made their wealth in shipping. Jaime Russo and the
Hon.A.Carrara K.C., representing other influential families, also hunted. These
were all men. In England women were at first excluded, certainly discouraged,
usually on the grounds that hunting was too dangerous and quite unsuitable fc;r

the gentler sex. Gradually, as social aspects grew in importance, women,
especially those of “social pre-eminence”, began to be admitted. This applied in
Gibraltar too. Mrs.Emily Wilson, daughter of Benjamin Carver, a prosperous
cotton importer, hunted. Also in 1918, Mabel Andrew-Speed was blooded.

When she grew up she married George (later Sir George) Gaggero, the founder
of Gibraltar Airways. In 1924, John Mackintosh, one of Gibraltar’s greatest

benefactors, was made a Life Member. All these Gibraltarians belonged to an
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emerging social élite which has played an influential part in the history of the

colony.

In common with hunting, sailing and rowing have done much to convey notions
of class and status to the local population. Since the sea is always close at hand
in Gibraltar and water-related activities, not surprisingly, have occupied an
important place 1n the recreational life of the colony. The associated clubs have

followed British traditions and practices which the local population has been

more than willing to adopt.

This is particularly true of the Royal Gibraltar Yacht Club*'whose past is
decidedly naval and upper-class. The club was founded in 1829 and thereby is
the eighth oldest in the world. It was the first to be established outside the

British Isles, which makes it the oldest in the Colonies and Dominions. From

the beginning, of course, the main objective was sailing. At the same time, other
matters have always been important. While members had to have boats and to
be willing to sail, they also had to be acceptable socially. Initially this made it
difficult for locals to join. By 1896 there were about 70 members, 22 being non-

garrison and only half-a-dozen of them appeared to be Gibraltarians.

The links with the navy and with the well-to-do are apparent in the Visitors

Books although only the later ones survive. The Distinguished Visitors Book, of
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course, contains the signature of the Yacht Club’s Admiral, the Duke of
Edinburgh. One finds Philip in the pages for 1955 and 1996. Other signatures
are those of Edward Heath, Angus Ogilvie, Francis Chichester, Robin Knox-

Johnston, Prince Andrew, Queen Salote of Tonga, Leslie Williams, and so on.

The much larger and only surviving Visitors Book dates from 1979. It is along
similar lines, but with many more signatures, often quite illegible. Many
indicate membership of other yacht clubs, mostly by initials only, including the
R.T.Y.C., Britannia Y.C., Royal Cape Y.C. and others***. Many signatures

record the presence of officers on visiting Royal Navy ships — HMS London,

HMS Bulwark, HMS Berwick, HMS Sovereign, HMS Minerva, HMS Exeter,
HMS Rhyl, and many more. The three-hundred or so ships’ crests displayed on
the walls, mostly of ships of the Mediterranean Fleet, constitute further

evidence of these visits.

In 1933 King George V granted a Royal charter to the club and the Queen is
Patron today. As noted, Prince Philip is the club’s Admiral and by tradition,
'H.E. the Governor has become Vice-Patron. The naval and social characteristics

of the R.G.Y.C. are further illustrated in the lists of Commodores, Vice-
Commodores and Rear-Commodores. Sometimes the Governor was elected

Commodore which for him was largely ceremonial. The list of Commodores™”

in the late 1990s was mostly made up of Vice-Admirals and Rear-Admirals.
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The first Gibraltarian Commodore, and therefore the first civilian, does not
appear until 1941. He was P.G.Russo (later Sir Peter), a wealthy businessman.
The election of Vice-Commodores and Rear-Commodores has followed a
similar pattern, Gibraltarian civilian incumbents appearing on the lists

somewhat sooner.

There are no detailed records of membership from earlier times although it is
known that 1t was navy dominated for the first one-hundred and fifty years.
There are membership books dating from the 1970s and by then members were

rather more Gibraltarian than expatriate British. Some three-hundred and ninety

families were identified in the membership lists. Those from Britain were

mostly officers or civilian equivalents. They came with their wives on tours or

4

contracts in the colony*™. Of the two-hundred and twenty or so Gibraltarian

entries, almost everyone listed was from a wealthy or very wealthy background.

45

Most of Gibraltar’s “millionaires”** were included, along with many other

representatives of Gibraltar’s upper or middle class. A good number were
related, as one might expect in a small community where the well-to-do would
naturally seek well-off wives or husbands. Some thirteen members had been

knighted, Britons and Gibraltarians. There were MBEs, OBEs and CBEs.

Senior military ranks were represented along with others, including one

Brigadier, Lt.Colonels, Captains RN, Majors and a former Air Officer
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Commanding Gibraltar. Some of the military were Gibraltarian but the majority

were from the United Kingdom.

Among the civilian Gibraltarians, the professions were well represented,
notably law and medicine. Among other Gibraltarian members were senior
civil servants, colonial and local, including the Mayor of Gibraltar at the time.
Local membership was business-dominated and naturally it was there that
Gibraltar’s wealth was held. The various family histories of members, if told,
would probably encompass the economic history of Gibraltar over the previous
century or more. The business activities of these members included banking
and finance, 1nsurance, shipping, import-export, construction, and the retail
trade. As noted previously, among these families were the ones who had

chosen to send their sons and daughters to public schools in England.

Admission to the Yacht Club has always been strictly controlled ; two black
balls excluded and they still do. Strict control has continued both as regards
membership and behaviour. In 1975 the committee discussed the issue of the
unsatisfactory dress of some visitors. In the same year a former Commodore, a
Gibraltarian, was involved in an incident when some bottles were broken. Two
years later another member used “insulting and abusive language to the

displeasure of the Protest Committee and to the annoyance of all present”.

While this pattern of control was designed to defend exclusiveness and high
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standards of behaviour, it should also be remembered that all clubs in Gibraltar
were controlled through Rules and Regulations established under the Summary

Conviction Ordinance of 1885. Section 22 controlled the setting up and

operation of clubs, much as had been the case in Britain.

While sailing has underpinned the existence of the Club, social aspects have
been important. As one long-standing member put it, in the earlier days, “when
the Club was Royal Navy-dominated, there was a lot of drinking, socialising
and cocktail parties”. More formally, receptions were held for visiting
dignitaries and for departing Governors. The Annual Dinner, when trophies
were presented, had long been the highlight of the social calendar and, on
occasions, this was held in the Governor’s residence, the Convent, perhaps
coinciding with the presence of the Commgnder-in-Chief of the Mediterranean

Fleet and other senior officers.

It is apparent from the surviving minute books that there were happier times in
the relations with Spain. The season might have opened with a sail to Algeciras
and lunch in the Hotel Reina Cristina. Gibraltarian and Spanish boats sailed in
competition in each other’s waters. In the 1950s a member of the Larios family

teamed up with a prominent Gibraltarian yachtsman. They sailed the yacht

representing Spain 1n a race held in Brazil and they won. As recently as August

1978 there were visits from three Spanish clubs, La Linea, Algeciras and
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Sevilla. Some links remain, out of the public gaze. One or two wealthy

Gibraltarians are said to have boats in Spain as well as in Gibraltar.

The Royal Gibraltar Yacht Club survives more or less as it has been in the past
but without the glamour of the earlier days when the naval base was fully
operational. Today the ethos is somewhat more open and more democratic. Yet
membership continues to convey a degree of social status, something of which

also extends to the rowing clubs.

Like sailing, rowing has been a serious sporting activity in Gibraltar for over

one hundred years. From a modest beginning, with no premises and one or two
heavy boats, the sport made steady progress over the decades. In the twenty-
first century the two rowing clubs, the Calpe R.C.and the Mediterranean R.C.,

each possesses a modern clubhouse with excellent sporting and social facilities,

both completed in the 1990s. As with the Royal Gibraltar Yacht Club, although
to a lesser extent, being a member of one of the rowing clubs, perhaps one
rather than the other, has been perceived as having achieved a certain social

standing.

The precise origins of the clubs remains unclear. At first, in 1873, there was a

Boat Club which was reorganized and re-named the Gibraltar Rowing Club

later that year. It is likely that British expatriates played an important part in the
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initiative as well as in later developments. Neil Wigglesworth**® notes that “the

spread of amateur rowing as an organized sport throughout the world was
brought about in large part by expatriate British oarsmen on colonial duty”,
sometimes “with the help of resident British businessmen”, which almost
certainly happened in Gibraltar and perhaps in neighbouring places. Other
rowing clubs existed in the area, at Sevilla, Cadiz, Puerto de Santa Maria,
Malaga and possibly at Tangier. These may well have been the result of British
influence, with Gibraltar following a similar pattern. There seem to have been
early contacts at least between individuals from these clubs. Links with these

other clubs certainly developed later as did Gibraltar’s involvement in all

manner of local and international events. Affiliation to the Amateur Rowing

Association (A.R.A.) and then to the Fédération Internationale des Sociétés

d’Aviron (F.I.S.A.) provided the basis for this.

The first ‘club to emerge from the less ambitious ventures three years earlier was
the Calpe Rowing Club in 1876. Sixteen people were listed as founder
members. All were civilians and most seem to have been Gibraltarians.
Businessmen were in the majority including the Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce and one who was eventually to hold that post. The U.S. Vice-
Consul’s name was there. He, like several others who rowed, was also a
member of the Calpe Hunt. The President was William Glassford and the Vice-

President was John Porral who ran a photographer’s business. Therefore the
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membership profile overall was Gibraltarian, representing those who were both

commercially or professionally successful, and who were serious about the
sport of rowing. Numbers reached seventy by 1896 and they remained at about
that level until the 1930s, when junior members were first admitted. In 1898 the
Governor gave official recognition to the club, affording it “the same local
privileges as are enjoyed by the members of the Gibraltar Yacht Club so long as
the Rowing Club shall be conducted on its present basis”. Somewhat belatedly,
in 1918 a letter was sent to the Colonial Secretary asking what these privileges

were. As far as 1s known, no reply was received.

Pablo Larios, later the Marqués de Marzales, and member of a Gibraltar family
with strong Spanish aristocratic connections, was the Master of the Calpe Hunt
for many years. He was also President of the Calpe Rowing Club from 1896-
1925 after which he became Vice-Patron. In 19;08, the Duke of Connaught when

visiting Gibraltar, agreed to become Patron of the Club. In 1909, the Governor,

Sir Frederick Forestier-Walker, inaugurated a new clubhouse and boathouse. In

ways indicative of the “characteristic British link between Government House,
patronage and sport”*"’, both he and the Duke of Connaught presented challenge
cups bearing their names and these are still competed for today. The lists of
Presidents and Captains between 1876 and 1976 shows them to have been

predominantly middle-class or upper-class. Some of the same names appear on

the register of Calpe Hunt and Gibraltar Yacht Club members.

320



There was an explosion in Calpe Rowing Club membership after the Second

World War. The roll in 1976 included eighteen Honorary Members, mostly the
rich and the famous, including the prominent Gibraltarians Sir George Gaggero,
Sir Peter Russo and Sir Joseph Patron. There were some three-hundred
Proprietors, sixty-one Subscribers and thirty-five Juniors. Most of the well-
known Gibraltarian names seemed to be there; politics, local government,
business and the professions were all well-represented. Clearly, people of

importance sought membership of the Calpe Rowing Club.

In 1899 the Mediterranean Rowing Club was created, partly as a break-away
from the Calpe Rowing Club. Some say that this arose out of a need to inject a
competitive spirit into the rowing scene and this does appear to have happened.
Others explain the split differently, saying that the Calpe Rowing Club was
rejecting people on social grounds. Something lingers today of the class-based

notion that the Calpe Rowing Club was for the “snobs” and the Mediterranean

for “the poor”.

It would be an error to exaggerate the differences. The two clubs have shared a

similar culture from the outset. The Mediterranean R.C., like the Calpe R.C,,

arose out of the endeavours of a few enthusiasts. British influences were in

some respects crucial although the initiative was largely Gibraltarian. In any
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case, there was a civilians-only rule which excluded the garrison; a services

rowing club did operate for a time.

There is uncertainty as to exactly who the founder members of the
Medierranean R.C. were. One was a J.Bruzon. He wrote to a C.W.Savignon
whose descendants today hold posts in the field of financial services. These two
called a meeting and some forty people joined up. They were probably mostly
businessmen and members of the professions although this is not known with
certainty. Some of the names appearing in the early records suggest that they
were from the United Kindgdom, including some employed by the Eastern
Telegraph Company (later Cable & Wireless). A number of expatriates
remained members for some time and a few are still remembered for their

oarsmanship, notably one G.G.Farrant. It seems that some had rowed before

they came to Gibraltar.

Membership was never open. The same controls applied at both rowing clubs.
Everyone was vetted and two black balls excluded. In conformity with
Amateur Rowing Association rules, “tradesmen” were not admitted until the
late 1950s. Only since 1990 have women and children been allowed in as both

clubs try to make their premises more family-friendly. In rowing the principle

of amateurism has been scrupulously observed by the two clubs. Labour has

been employed only for support services, never for training or rowing. The
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sport began for gentlemen and for the sake of rowing itself and, although

Gibraltar has seen the presence of boats of every kind over the centuries, rowing
did not emerge in any way from commercial practice. Yet, the ancestral
significance of boating and seafaring in many families may have led naturally to
sailing and rowing as recreational pursuits. More immediately, oral evidence
suggests that members were attracted to the sport initially because of the
physical fitness which it promoted and as an escape from the cramped living
and working conditions on the Rock. The obvious social advantages to be

gained probably came later.

This concern with the innate qualities of the sport, and with the standards which
were to be observed, extended to the rules about dress. Blazers, hats, badges and
shirts were prescribed, covering social and rowing wear. Expectations were
high and the rules were strictly enforced by both clubs. Both attracted the
patronage of Governors and officials and members were always at pains to

defend the image which had been cultivated from the outset. Furthermore, the

social standing of the Gibraltar Yacht Club was something that the rowing clubs
wished to emulate. Down to today’s more relaxed times all three have remained
relatively exclusive and, with around four-hundred members each in the early

2000s, they represent a significant part of Gibraltar’s upper and middle class

social fabric.
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Over the longer time-span, therefore, the Royal Calpe Hunt between the mid-

1800s and the 1930s, and the Royal Gibraltar Yacht Club and the two rowing
clubs, have occuped important and influential places in Gibraltar’s social life.
In a community dominated for long periods by naval and military requirements
and routines, and against a background of drills, parades and celremoni‘es, all
four have substantially reinforced British ideas of class and status. They have

also furthered British values and attitudes evident across the wider recreational,

sporting and cultural scene.
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Chapter 8

FURTHER INFORMAL INFLUENCES:

Scouts, Guides, Boys Brigade, Major and Minor Games, Cinema,
the Media and the Arts

Many other clubs and organizations have their place alongside riding, sailing
and rowing in Gibraltar’s cultural history. Most are typical of British social and
recreational activities in the United Kingdom and overseas. Each has had its
own history, sometimes going back a long way. Some have been exclusively for
the military and the expatriate community generally although they may have
prompted the formation of Gibraltarian equivalents. Some of the others, while
beginning as a result of British initiatives, have evolved into largely local bodies
as sailing and rowing have done. A rich and varied list was published annually
in the Gibraltar Directory**® and entries changed little, for example, during the
years from 1910 to 1960. One or two societies disappeared and others took
their place. Additions since 1944 have tended to be intellectual in nature rather
than sporting, reflecting the influence of the British Council in Gibraltar.
Overall the changes during the twentieth century indicated an increasing
attention to the needs of the resident population as a whole, not merely the
garrison and its families. Furthermore, attending to those needs was seen as

contributing to the preservation of a stable and ordered society.
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This was undoutedly the case where the interests of younger age-groups were
involved. The voluntary uniformed groups appear to have been particularly
successful — Boy Scouts and Girl Guides, “the two youth movements which
seem to spring most obviously out of an imperial frame of mind”*”. Scouting
came early to Gibraltar, under its first Scoutmaster, J.E.Bramble. Baden-Powell
launched the Boy Scout movement in the United Kingdom in 1908 and, a few

months later, the Gibraltar Troop (the first outside Britain) made a modest but

solid start.

The hugely influential Scouting For Boys was soon available. Scouting

prospered and grew to form several groups, eventually including Sea Scouts and
Air Scouts, with a total enrolment of over four-hundred at its peak. In 1909 the
Scouts were joined by the Boys Brigade, two of a number of organizations set
up “as a detence against the perceived threats to the old order and to social
stability”*°. By 1911 there were some two-hundred and fifty members on the
Rock. The two organizations were closely linked and sometimes run by the

same people. After some years the Boys Brigade contingent was disbanded

although its members and their band were absorbed by the Scouts.

A few years later the Guides were formed. On 28" August 1914 a letter was

received by the Colonial Secretary, as follows:-

326



“I have the honour to inform you that I have organized a Troop
of Miss Agnes Baden-Powell’s Girl Guides on the same system as
in England and that all members of the Troop are quite ready and

willing to render any service towards the Nation as they may be

called upon to do. "’

It was signed by Agnes M.Baker and in the letter she asked if the Governor
would become “the Patron of our small body of well-doers”. The Governor
declined. Later, as the Guides established themselves in Gibraltar, it was the
successive Governors’ wives , and wives of other prominent officials, who gave
their support and patronage. Enrolment grew and at times numbers exceeded
three-hundred. It appears that Guides were accepted as satisfying educational
and social needs as in Britain. However, there was not quite the same official

support as for the Scouts. Thus, while the annual reports on education in the

Colony sometimes gave the figures for Scout membership, regularly exhorting

more to join, Girl Guides were never mentioned.

Who were the prime movers as regards Scouting, the Boys Brigade and
Guiding? Clearly, they were people who were sympathetic to the spiritual,
imperial and social thinking of William Alexander Smith, the founder of the
Boys’ Brigade, and Baden-Powell. Official support came from the governing

élite in Gibraltar, from the Governor, the Colonial Secretary, the Inspectors and
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Directors of Education, the clergy and so on. Some of those more directly

involved were also of the upper social echelons. During the early years of the
movement they were usually British and probably from the military
establishment. In 1912 a combined managing body was formed — the Local
Association For Gibraltar Boy Scouts and Boys Brigade Organizations*..;”2 It
had twenty-two members. Major R.P.Norman of Head Quarters Staff headed
the list and four other officers were named, along with a Chaplain to the Forces
and a Rev.Murphy. Others appear to have been expatriates on contracts in
senior posts in the Colony. The six or so Gibraltarian members were successful
businessmen in town. Some were included because they were officials of either
the Scouts or the Boys Brigade. The two Scoutmasters, W.A.Adams (later to

become Commissioner) and J.E.Bramble*® were members, both probably

British expatriates. Clearly, the organizations were inspired and driven from the

top, fully endorsed by the colonial authorities.

However, the real strength of the groups has rested with the Commissioners, the
Scoutmasters, the Leaders and the Officers. There has almost always been a
shortage of volunteers for these roles, for “suitable gentlemen willing to act as
officers”, as a Boys Brigade report in Gibraltar put it. The prime movers were
usually expatriates from the United Kingdom as was clearly so in the case of the
2"¢ Troop of Scouts which was formed in 1910 by employees of the Eastern

Telegraph Company (later Cable & Wireless) for their sons. Similarly, the 3"
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Troop, once known as the “Queens”, was formed for sons of soldiers of the 3™

Battalion, the Queens Regiment. More recently, in 1952, the Air Scouts were
formed at North Front beside the airfield and to begin with the unit was for the
children of R.A.F. personnel. In all groups of Scouts and Guides, Gibraltarian

involvement gradually increased until leaders were wholly local. Oral evidence
suggests that leadership has remained middle-class, semi-professional or

professional, English-speaking and Gibraltarian.

As regards the membership, the youngsters themselves, the indications are that
they came from mixed backgrounds. Certainly, in the early years, efforts were

made to satisfy the needs of children of the poorer classes, not just the more
comfortably off. For example, the bulk-buying of boots was advocated in a

Boys Brigade document dated 1911. This was for the benefit of both those boys
who did not join and “the very badly shod” ones who did. The provision of free

medical treatment and free medicines for the boys was also advocated, if funds

could be found. It was added in the report that Scouts might benefit too. This

suggests a genuine concern for the well-being of the young people themselves.

An imperialist ideology by no means excluded a sense of social responsibility.

One related social problem affecting recruitment in those years was the

tendency for the poorer boys in particular “to quit to work in Gibraltar and

generally their hours of work preclude their belonging to either organization”.
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Poverty was a problem at the time and it is interesting to note that the voluntary
uniformed bodies saw that they had a role to play. This gives further credence to
the view that the movement was for all social classes, not just the middle class.
In general both Scouts and Guides do seem to have recruited from a broad
social spectrum 1n Gibraltar; 01t11y the extremes of the very wealthy and the very
poor were excluded. This is very much in accord with Warren’s view that
Scouts and Guides were in a real sense “popular”, support and membership

coming differentially from all levels of society.**

The three organizations have followed the same principles and practices as in

the United Kingdom. This was so during both an earlier more imperialist phase
and a later phase from the 1930s when the movement became more liberal and
international rather than narrowly patriotic. . Scouting activities have been full
and varied, and to some extent determined by the characteristics of each group.
The 2™ Group, with its links with the Eastern Telegraph Company, laid much
store by signalling — they were signallers and runners during the First World
War. They also had a reputation for engaging in dangerous activities such as
rock climbing, abseiling, caving and canoeing. The Sea Scouts obviously
devoted much of their time to activites on the water while the Air Scouts looked
to the airfield. All manner of scouting activities were on the agenda — tracking,
stalking, attack/detence, shooting, signalling in morse and semaphore, first aid,

photography etc. The annual Scouts Sports used to be a highlight of the year,
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no doubt much encouraged by a sporting British establishment and with full

press coverage.

Among the various activities camping has held pride of place, both for its
intrinsic value and for the individual development and character training which
was thought to be involved. Full use has been made of local opportunities for
overnight camping. For example, there is a record in 1911 of Commissioner
Major Pedley asking permission to take one-hundred and fifty Boys Brigade
and Scout members “to my home, the Villa Concepcién in Campamento”. By

no means a one-off event, they travelled in two steam launches from Waterport,

4535

enjoying sea-bathing as part of the programme™. Another camp was held

regularly at El Cobre, near to Algeciras, “where exercising in Signalling,
Ambulance, Bridge Building, Scouting Games” took place. There was also
camping within Gibraltar, at Governor’s Lookout in the south of the peninsula,
and Catalan Bay on the eastern side of the Rock. There have also been overseas
camps, including regular participation in an international camp at Blair Atholl in
Scotland. Warren notes that Scouting For Boys devotes most space “not to
imperial symbolism or patriotic instruction but to the world and how it might be
enjoyed and used”. He concludes that it was “the camp, not the Empire, which
remained for both Scouts and Guides the most enduring symbol and metaphor
of their ideals in the sphere of the training of the young”. The camp has been

important to both organizations in Gibraltar and it continues to be so.
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One other activity ought to be mentioned, namely music-making, which has
been especially important to the scouting movement in Gibraltar. The 2"
Group at one time had a classical orchestra and many Gibraltarians who later
became musicians received their musical grounding there. More traditionally,
the 1°/4™ Group, the Marquis of Milford Haven’s Own, developed a Drum and
Bugle Band which confirmed its high reputation in 1982 when it played at the
Royal Tournament in London. In addition, the 5" Group has had its Pipe Band
for many years. The scouts’ musical achievements have helped to sustain both

their involvement in public ceremonies and the cultural life of the community

generally.

As already stated the Boys Brigade existed in parallel with Scouts for a number

of years, a Major Pedley having been involved with both. Although there 1s

little documentary evidence, it appears to have been somewhat more socially

orientated, while not excluding some of the activities associated with scouting.

This accords with Springhall’s view that the Boys Brigade abroad was “widely
promoted as an experiment in religious welfare work”°, A major concern was
with getting the boys off Gibraltar’s streets in the evening. In the few reports"’
that survive the Boys Brigade in Gibraltar is given credit for an improvement 1n

manners, cleanliness, bearing and sportsmanship during the early 1900s. There

was also an emphasis on learning English and time was spent on the skills of
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shooting, ambulance work and knotting. There were the annual camps and treats

and regular entertainments and recreational facilities were also provided. The
religious dimension was not over-emphasized and all faiths were welcomed. For
a short time, therefore, the Boys Brigade, reflecting the values and principles of
the organization’s British origins, made its contribution to the process of

cultural bonding.

Girl Guide activities have also been along stereotypical British lines. Badges
have been won 1n skill-areas relating to the home — cookery, sewing, knitting,
first aid, child care. Team games and swimming have also been popular
encouraging a love of nature through outdoor excursions within Gibraltar and
further afield in Spain. Sometimes these trips have involved the skills of
camping, reflecting Baden-Powell’s remark made in 1921, that, “It is through
the camp that Guiding gains the greatest hold and its greatest educational effect

on girls”. Flag-tlying, the singing of patriotic songs and national songs from
other countries, and participation in church parades on special days, have all
played their part. The movement remains popular in the 2000s, if somewhat

changed and modemised, as has occurred in Britain.

In line with Baden-Powell’s later and more internationalist thinking, links with

others outside Gibraltar have been a feature, especially for Scouts. Baden-

Powell visited the Rock in 1933 and he said subsequently, “They were a smart
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and efficient lot under Major Pedley. They work in touch with Spanish scouts
in La Linea, Malaga, Ceuta and Tangier so Gibraltar becomes rather an
international meeting place on occasions”.*”® Baden-Powell’s vision was of
harmonious relations between nations within and beyond the Empire and he saw

Gibraltar as playing its part.

Participation in overseas camps and jamborees by Gibraltarian scouts and
guides have been important in this respect. Visits by overseas scouts to
Gibraltar have been equally important, including parties of handicapped scouts
from the United Kingdom. In fact, there has been much coming and going
between Gibraltar and Britain. There were even occasions when scouts returned
home on Royal Navy warships. Scout Leaders too have made regular trips to
Britain, usually for training courses designed to supplement training carried out
in Gibraltar. Gibraltar’s smallness and isolation has made all these links and
contacts essential. For all involved these links have also enhanced a

Gibraltarian sense of belonging to the wider British and Commonwealth scene.

Since the first decades of the last century, many hundreds of Gibraltarians have
benefited from experience in the Scouts, Boys’ Brigade or Guides. Today they
regularly comment on how much they enjoyed the activities and on how
valuable these have been to them. In addition, the organizations have made

their impact on society generally and it has been in ceremonials and rituals that
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they have been most in the public eye. Members of all the organizations have
participated with full official approval and encouragement, often with bands
playing and regularly on parade alongside military units and contingents. The
St.George’s Day parade on April 23" comes first to mind, St.George being the
Patron Saint of Scouts and Guides worldwide and the date coinciding, as 1t
does, with that of England’s National Day. Large crowds have always attended.
In pre-war years before 1936, when crowds were at their largest, “Spanish
Scouts (Los Exploradores de Espafia) from La Linea were present to help

celebrate St.George’s Day, Empire Day and other ceremonials”.

Another highlight has been Empire Day. Prior to 1927, this was also Thinking
Day or Renewal Day when the Guide Promise was renewed. Before the First
World War 1t was an occasion of great ceremonial importance, involving

virtually the whole of the garrison and the town in a pro-imperial

demonstration. Scouts and Guides played their part. Later, when the outlook
became more liberal and international, the Guides moved Thinking Day to “the
more neutral joint birthday of Baden-Powell and his wife” thus confirming a

change of emphasis. This was February 22™ which became the important day

of celebration for Guides and Scouts in Gibraltar.

Another annual event in which they participated was Corpus Christi Day, with

its special significance to a Roman Catholic population. There have also been
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particular occasions, notably visits by important personages, when Scouts and
Guides have taken part in parades and ceremonies. These have sometimes been
Royal visits, including that by the Queen in 1954, when all young people 1n
Gibraltar were in some way involved. Then there have been the visits by

1*” himself and by Lord Rowallan when he was Chief Scout, and

Baden-Powel
subsequently by various Commonwealth Scout Commissioners. These visits
have been the occasion for all manner of events — presentations, inspections,
camp-fires, award-ceremonies, parades, demonstrations and Scout Shows. Boy
Scouts and Girl Guides, therefore, are significant British organizations,

conveying British attitudes and values, which Gibraltarians have willingly

accepted and made their own.

Similarly, 1n addition to hunting, sailing and rowing as discussed in Chapter 7,
traditional land-based sports and games have played their part in creating a

Gibraltarian community along British lines. As is now widely acknowledged,
“The British passion for sport, and in particular for sport associated with ethical
standards so vigorously promoted by the leading public schools, was part and
parcel of the expansion of the Empire”*®. Gibraltar was by no means excluded
from such influences. During almost three-hundred years of occupation most
sporting activities existed at one time or another, as far as geography has
allowed. These extend from the more “élitest” such as rugby, golf, tennis and

cricket, through a middle group, including swimming and athletics, to more

336



popular activities, notably association football and boxing. As with riding,

sailing and rowing, these began because of the presence of an often large
garrison, and a civilian body of expatriate administrators and businessmen, all

with substantial recreational needs.

Of the more select sports, rugby*®' has been at a disadvantage because of the
lack of suitable playing surfaces. Yet it did have a place and it no doubt helped
further the virtue of “playing by the rules” with which the British are regularly
associated. Rugby appeared in the colony around 1920, if not earlier and the
came was played at North Front beside the race-course. Occasionally matches
were played across the Strait in Tangier, fixtures sometimes being against

French sides. With the building of the airfield, local pitches were lost and

playing possibilities across the frontier were exploited. In the 2000s there 1s a
Gibraltarian team playing in Spain under the name of the “John Smith Rugby
Club” to avoid recriminatory action by the Spanish authorities. In recent years
players have been largely Gibraltarian and products of British public schools or

universities.

Interestingly, Spanish rugby seems to have been pioneered in Andalucia in the
south of Spain, where there has been a great deal of British influence,
sometimes coming from Gibraltar. In the same way, golf has had to rely on

courses in Spain. There has been a Gibraltar Golf Club since 1920 at least.
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Strong expatriate interest in the game has continued and expansion in recent
years has been the result of a growth of facilities in southern Spain. Also the
preserve of the better-off, tennis in a sense has a longer history in Gibraltar. As
early as the late 18™ century records show that a goldsmith and property-owner,
one Henry Cowper, paid rent for a tennis court. However, in an organized
sense, the sport came 1nto its own after 1918. It remained largely a sport for the
officer-class and for better-off Gibraltarians and their families, the latter now
having taken over the game as their own. Because of the historically elite

nature of the game, tennis has remained symbolic of Gibraltar’s middle-class.

Cricket should be considered in more detail because “of all the mass spectator-
sports exported to the Empire, it was cricket that became most intimately
entwined with the imperial ideal”*®*, It is strongly associated with the English,
if not all the British, and in Gibraltar there is considerable enthusiasm for the

game. In a discussion of the “Representations of Cricket” Jack

Williams**’shows how cricket remained “a metaphor for England” into the

1930s and beyond, reflecting a series of assumed spiritual and moral values.
The way that people wrote and talked about the game “suggests that cricket was
a myth by which the English lived and imagined themselves”. Williams also
acceéts that “cricket was very much a sport of the British Empire” and “often
seen as helping to strengthen imperial feeling, the moral regard for the Empire

added to the perception of cricket as an expression of English moral worth”.
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Cricket appeared at an early date in Gibraltar™". Thomas Finlayson465 believes

that the first game was played soon after the Great Siege of 1779-1783 and there

is press mention in 1800 of “the cricket ground”. Rowland Bowen*®®

reports
that the “Gibraltar cricket club played for the first time” in 1822 although it was
not put on a firm footing until later. In 1884 there was a reference in the press
to a good pitch “on what was formerly half wilderness and half marsh”, which
must have been at North Front, towards the frontier with Spain. It seems certain
that the game began among members of the British garrison and community and

a strong expatriate influence has continued throughout. The view generally

taken is that cricket came to most corners of the Empire through British
soldiers, administrators and settlers, and on a small scale this has been true of

Gibraltar.

“Cricket, that great imperial link”**’ was doing well in Gibraltar by the late
decades of the 19" century. All sorts of ad hoc teams appeared, some associated
with particular workplaces like the dockyard, the civil service, the Eastern
Telegraph Company, the Kings Chapel and so on. The game remained very
healthy into the early decades of the 20" century and by the 1920s there were

three well-established civilian teams, Gibraltar Cricket Club, Line Wall College

Cricket Club and the Wanderers Cricket Club with fixture lists of 50 matches

and more. A letter which appeared in the Gibraltar Chronicle on 16™ October
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1913 provides a picture of a number of sporting activities in progress, as

follows:-

“Dear Sir,

May I call your attention to the most interesting and gay state of affairs to
be seen on the North Front yesterday about 5.30 p.m. The officers of the
Navy and Army were playing a Cricket match watched by many
beauteous ladies and enlivened by the band of the Royal Artillery, whose
officers were dispensing general hospitality. Close at hand a Rugby
Football match was in progress, so close that the football occasionally
seemed to interfere with the cricketers. A little further off, the hounds
could be seen exercising, while several racehorses were doing their
evening gallop round the track. To complete the variety, both Sun and
Moon smiled together on the scene. Cricket, Football, Music,
refreshments, Hound, Horses, Sun and Moon, and beauteous ladies, all at
the same moment — well, what’s the matter with Gibraltar?”

Undoubtedly, the expatriate influence has been strong. Individuals arrived with
enthusiasm for the game which others then took up. Something of a wider
expatriate network was involved. For example, several Gibraltarians who were
keen players, had spent time working at Huelva with the British owned Rio

Tinto Mining Company, where tennis and cricket were played. There are also

suggestions of links with cricket in Lisbon and Oporto, and in Tangier.

A major stimulus to the game in Gibraltar has come from cricket visits and
tours. The most publicised was the game played with Australian Test players in
1890 when their ship had to stay for repairs. Bowen'*reports the first tour to
Gibraltar in 1927 of the Cryptics Cricket Club. A visit in 1935 invites special

mention: a team called the Yorkshire Gentlemen played in the colony and one
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of their team was the cricketing enthusiast Governor Tim Harington, who
usually spent his holidays in the United Kingdom playing cricket. No doubt
Harington’s love of the game had a beneficial effect on cricket in Gibraltar, as
happened regularly with other Governors in the Empire. In contrast, as Bowen
points out, when official interest was missing, as in West Africa, cricket was
less likely to break through to the native population. Tours to Gibraltar
continued regularly, especially after 1969. These tours and visits have been

important to the establishment of “the English game” there.

Cricket has also helped to put Gibraltar on the international map. The

emergence of several teams in the post-war years led to the creation of the

Gibraltar Cricket Association in 1960. A few years later, in 1969, the G.C.A.

was accepted as an associate member of the International Cricket Council

(I.C.C.). This development permitted entry into the 1.C.C. World Cup Trophy

competitions, with tours to the United Kingdom, Holland, Kenya and Malaysia.
Some small successes were achieved, including victories over Singapore, Israel
and Italy. In 1996 Gibraltar lost to Scotland in Denmark and in 2000 the
Gibraltar team beat all comers at a tournament in Glasgow. Thus participation
in international events, including the Island Games, has greatly reinforced the

Gibraltarians’ sense of nationhood. The brochures for these events refer

regularly to the participants as “ambassadors for our native land” including
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those going overseas to play cricket, the game of the “Mother Land”. Any

participation on an international stage readily receives government support,

It would be a serious omission not to devote some attention to the more popular
end of the sporting and recreational spectrum, particularly to association
football or soccer, whose values are seen as primarily working class. Football,
like some other games, is now so universal that its origins may have become
obscured. Yet the spread of the game had much to do with the British. Perhaps
it reached Spain through Gibraltar and certainly it was very popular with the
services on the Rock from an early date. The civilian Gibraltar Football
Association dates from the late nineteenth century and among services

personnel some time before that. By the twentieth century not only were there

army teams and leagues but the crews of ships of the fleet also made full use of
the facilities. Older Gibraltarians remember the times before 1939 when the

turn-out of the navy teams was immaculate, each battleship having its own

football strip. Whole ships’ companies would be present as spectators.

This mass following of football by the services, often with highly skilled
players taking part, whetted the appetities of young Gibraltarians. Civilian

teams prospered increasingly and local leagues existed alongside the services’

leagues. Services versus civilians fixtures became regular events and the rivalry

at times was intense. The important matches were attended by H.E. the
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Governor and other prominent people. This still happens today when, for
example, the Gibraltar “national” team, drawn from the 30 or so local teams,
plays against a visiting English league side which happens from time to time.
Gibraltar’s application for membership of the Union of European Football

Associations (UEFA) has been thwarted several times by Spain.

Influences direct from the United Kingdom are also apparent. One local team is
- called Manchester United. There is considerable local interest in British football
and there are keen armchair supporters of clubs like Manchester United and
Liverpool*”. In addition, the exploits of the English national team are followed
with much interest. A new local club was founded in 1966 when England won

the World Cup. English victories over Spain are special occasions for

celebration in Gibraltar although this does not prevent the existence of a strong

Barcelona supporters’ club. The formation of a Real Madrid supporters’ club,

however, seems much less likely. Alongside this, the resident expatriates
display their own sporting loyalties. For evidence of interest in Scottish football
it is necessary to go to a local bar*”’,which calls itself the “Scottish Embassy”,
where the Scottish owners and a substantially Scottish clientelle proclaim the

virtues of Celtic F.C. from Glasgow. Supporters of other clubs are not excluded.

Although soccer often steals the headlines, all manner of sports and games have

a high profile in Gibraltar in the early 2000s. Almost every kind of sporting and
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recreational activity seems to be catered for, from archery and athletics to

volleyball and windsurfing. Given the geographical and financial constraints,
the facilities are good. Major activities focus on the large Victoria Stadium®*"*
complex, supplemented by sports facilities at seven educational establishments.
About thirty-six private facilities, and twelve under the control of the Mi’nistfy
of Defence, are also available. Some of these are substantial e.g. a fifty-yard salt
water swimming pool. Some forty-five organizations exist to administer the
particular sports and these bodies are recognised by the Gibraltar Government

Sports Department. From the 1990s this was headed by the Minister For Sport,

with some involvement by the Minister For Education. A Sports Development

Officer was appointed and Sports Department expenditure for 1996/97 was

£518,000.

Quite clearly, the richness of the provision and the range of offerings is largely

a legacy of the British presence. Public taste and demand in the territory reflect
British preferences and pre-occupations. In addition, Gibraltar’s place in
Empire and Commonwealth, through the British connection, has led to
participation in international events abroad and at home, notably in the
Commonwealth Games, in European and World championships, and in the

Special Olympic Games. Participation in the Island Games®’%, including hosting

them in 1995, has done much to stimulate an interest in various activities. Thus,

as a British Overseas Territory, Gibraltar has achieved a “national” status and
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this facilitates admission to international sporting arenas. A further factor 1s

Gibraltar’s location, its congenial climate and an attractive way of life. Access
to and from London, and on from there, is easy by air. Sporting individuals and
teams from the United Kingdom and elsewhere are pleased to visit Gibraltar,

especially when the wind blows cold in the north.

As regards the opportunity to join clubs and societies, therefore, Gibraltar can
be considered as simply a piece of Britain abroad. British influences have
operated with little hindrance. This has also been true of another set of informal
cultural influences, namely those conveyed by the cinema and radio. During the
Inter-war years and subsequently these have also been important in the

formation of the Gibraltarian people. As Jeffrey Richards'’ remarks, “the

movies and the wireless” were powerful influences on society. Furthermore,
they “were tightly controlled and programmed to middle class values”. Quoting
George Orwell, he summarises these values as “patriotism, religion, the Empire,

the family, the sanctity of marriage, the old school tie, birth, breeding, honour

and discipline”. He adds that the movies, with their large audiences, were “one
of the most potent means for propagating such values”. In Gibraltar the
provision was often for the garrison and expatriates but native Gibraltarians
were always welcomed. The recollections of some older Gibraltarians indicate

that they were enthusiastic cinema-goers and that they mostly enjoyed the same

films as those in Britain.

345



No figures are available regarding cinema attendance and a precise assessment
of the ideological influence on Gibraltarian society is not possible. However,
the existence of numbers of cinemas indicates that they would have made an
impact. The influence was not always English; to some extent it was Spanish.
For example, one small cinema*’* existed in Engineers Lane, perhaps from the

early 1920s. It was a “Ciné de Barrios™*"

, catering mainly for patrons from the
immediate neighbourhood. The films shown were Spanish and sometimes
British or American. They were silent, with piano accompaniment. We can
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surmise that lower working class Gibraltarians attended. As Richards “puts it,

“the truly popular culture tended to be controlled by the middle class but

consumed by middle and working classes alike”. This cinema closed when

“talkies” appeared.

One of the earliest cinemas was the Empire Cinema, erected around 1914 by the

army at the bottom of Red Sands Road. It was a timber construction and it was

demolished at the end of the war in 1918. Several other cinemas existed during
the period of silent films. There was one called the Salon Lumiére on Line Wall
Road and it too closed after a short time. A much larger venue was the Royal
Naval Cinema, established in the early 1920s. It was a converted seaplane
hangar, from the final years of the First World War when seaplanes patrolled

the Strait. Although intended for navy personnel it was open to all the services
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and civilians. During the days of the silent film, a small orchestra provided
musical accompaniment. This cinema adapted easily to the arrival of sound.
There was a change of programme there every 3 or 4 days. The films shown
were always British or American. As well as the main film, there was usually a
short film, a Pathé Pictorial'’’ and an edition of the British Movietone News.
The cinema survived until the late 1940s when it was burnt down and

eventually replaced by the Regal Cinema.

Various other cinemas existed, including one in the Recreation Rooms attached
to the N.A.A.F.L*"°, The films were always “talkies” and in English. Civilians
attended, as well as services personnel. This was also true of the Rialto Cinema
in Turnbull’s Lane. Occasionally a Spanish language film was shown there and
on Sundays there were special performances for children. The Theatre Royal
was also used as a cinema. There were some temporary cinemas too. One, in the
1930s, was operated by the Royal Navy from January to March during the
Spring Cruise when many ships of the fleet were in Gibraltar and for some years
there were also outdoor cinemas set up for summertime use. The Second World
War saw an increase 1n the provision in order to satisfy the needs of the large
garrison. The new outlets included the Globe Cinema, the RAF Cinema and
others in remote locations where troops were billeted. Most of these closed at
the end of the war. Some civilian cinemas continued to prosper, for example

The Prince of Wales Cinema which was built after the closure of the frontier by
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Franco 1n 1969. Only the purpose-built Queens Cinema survives in the 2000s,

television having taken its toll.

All the cinemas in Gibraltar showed mostly English-language films. Civilians
were usually admitted and there was an open invitation to attend. All age-
groups and all classes attended. The films shown were those on circuit in Britain
and so Gibraltarians were subjected to the same influences as “at home” in the
United Kingdom. Films about crime, romance and comedy were popular as
were adventure films. These were regularly located in outposts of Empire and
films like “Gunga Din” and “The Four Feathers” are among the films

remembered today. Such films, while appealing to a common interest in

danger, excitement and heroic deeds, clearly conveyed British middle class

values to receptive Gibraltarian audiences.

The story of the “wireless” and broadcasting on the Rock indicates a parallel set
of influences. Writing in 1988, Ken Anthony*” looked back over some sixty
years of development. During those years the Gibraltar Broadcasting
Corporation(G.B.C.) “has grown from a low-cost organization into a fully

mature, fully professional body, whose standards are equal to any similar sized

station in the world”. “Gibraltar Television and Radio is now an integral part of

our community” wrote Anthony.
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As elsewhere, radio began modestly in Gibraltar in the 1920s. Initially there was
only one licensed supplier of equipment, the shop called “The Red House”,
owned by the Serfaty family in Main Street. Reception could be poor, using
relatively primitive receivers powered by accumulators which had to be re-
charged after a short while. Few people had receivers and an annual licence fee

of five shillings had to be paid to the Gibraltar government.

The broadcasts were from Britain. Transmissions were on long-wave and the
first National Programme could be received in the evenings. The output was

limited and *“the programmes heard on the Rock were mainly talks and light

music”. By 1926 J.C.W.Reith had taken over as Director-General of the B.B.C.

In 1932, initially somewhat against Reith’s inclinations, a special service for
overseas consumption was inaugurated on a small scale — the Empire Service as

it was then. Its broadcasts were heard in Gibraltar although its short-wave

transmissions were of poor quality.

One Gibraltarian, more or less accurately, recalls radio in the 1930s as follows:-

“At that time we did not have a Broadcasting Station so we had to rely on
Spain, Italy and the BBC. My favourite stations were the Dutch Station,

Eindhoven, later to become Hilversum (The Happy Station), Radio
Luxembourg and the BBC. For the programmes we could buy a magazine

called “World Radio” and this gave us all the programmes of the various
transmitting Stations.
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In the beginning, the few people that had a radio set would only tune 1n to
the Spanish Stations which could in the medium wave produce a better
reception — with the BBC in short-wave, fading would often occur. But as
time went on both the broadcasting and the receiving was perfected and
one could tune in to more stations with improved receptions. For the
young people the most popular programmes were those of Dance Music
and Radio Plays — for the older, Operas and Classical Music were

preferred”.*®
Although there was to be no local station as such for some time, in 1935 there
were the early beginnings of a radio distribution network. A few years later,
during the war, this was taken over by the military and greatly extended, linking
every possible barracks, billet and house. The resulting network became very
important for news and entertainment, as well as for radio links with the
families of servicemen in the United Kingdom. Also to satisfy the needs of
wartime, a radio transmitter was installed. Transmissions included news in
Spanish and Arabic which local Gibraltarians helped to produce. These

broadcasts were widely received in southern Spain and Morocco.

During the war Gibraltar attracted numbers of visiting stars who came to

entertain the troops. They appeared in live shows as well as in radio broadcasts.
The visitors included Noel Coward, Vivien Leigh, Leslie Henson, Dorothy
Carless and Geraldo and his orchestra. These appearances are still remembered
by older Gibraltarian males who remained on the Rock. They also recall the

broadcast of the 1945 Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race . This was enjoyed by

everyone, services and civilians.
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After the war, Radio Gibraltar began to be placed on a commercial footing.
Input from the B.B.C. subscription service increased. There was also Spanish
material, including “soap operas” from Cuba. Live broadcasts — music, talks,
quizzes — played an important part and they were very popular. In a _literal
sense, broadcasting from the Rock has had a strong local dimension from the

start.

The 1960s saw the inevitable arrival of television and for some 15 years
Thomson TV International ran the service in Gibraltar. Help from that source
was considerable, especially in the provision of equipment when this was not

easily obtained. In addition, numbers of Gibraltarians attended courses at the

Thomson Foundation Television Training Centre at Newton Mearns, near to
Glasgow in Scotland. Courses lasted about ten weeks and they were free. People

attended from all over the developing world and they returned home usually to

take up key posts 1n television in their own countries.

In 1964 a Gibraltar government ordinance was enacted, setting up the Gibraltar
Broadcasting Corporation(G.B.C.) whose purpose was “to maintain a sound and
television broadcasting service as a means of information, education and
entertainment and to develop the service to the best advantage and interest of

Gibraltar”. Five years later, when Franco closed the frontier, Gibraltar was to
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have great need of G.B.C. As Anthony puts it*', “The Gibraltarian was forced

to look towards homespun entertainment, and radio and television became of
great importance, not only as a source of information and pleasure but also as a
morale booster”. As regards entertainment, the practice whereby there was a
good proportion of live material in the broadcasts applied to television as_it had
to radio. It was cheaper. More than that, it provided opportunities for local
talent to develop. Among the more ambitious ventures were several full-length
musicals in which there were memorable performances by Gibraltarian singers.
During those days of “siege”, broadcasting certainly played its part in a process

which brought the people even closer together.

Today the control and operation of G.B.C. is wholly Gibraltarian. In 1978 the
contract with Thomson television International was terminated and G.B.C.
became fully autonomous and dependent on local finance — through licence
fees, income from advertising and a Gibraltar government grant. G.B.C. thrives

in the 2000s alongside the many choices available to the people. Several

Spanish television channels and radio stations can easily be received, as well as
one or two In Arabic or French from North Africa. Furthermore, most
Gibraltarians have access to satellite television with its international offerings,
often in English. Thus, in terms of both news and entertainment, Gibraltar is
very much part of today’s global society. Nevertheless, Radio Gibraltar

broadcasts throughout the day, using a lot of British material, and Gibraltar
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television 1s on the air for a few hours daily. Similarly, British material is very

popular, including such programmes as live coverage of the Queen Mother’s
funeral in 2001 and the Queen’s Golden Jubilee and the Manchester
Commonwealth Games a year later. Local participation secures a large local
audience, none more so than when politics and elections are involved. In media
terms, perhaps this goes back to those days when the massive coverage of the
parliamentary elections first became popular in Gibraltar, just as much as in
Britain itself. Initially the opportunity and the impetus came from the United
Kingdom but quite quickly the ownership became Gibraltarian. From those
beginnings local broadcasting, radio and television, developed to occupy an

important place in the life of the community. Gibraltar has its own small share

in the media world and the people value that.

There i1s a similar story regarding the press in Gibraltar. This has been

substantial, powerful and influential, and strongly linked with the affairs of
Britain and the Empire and Commonwealth. What survives in the 2000s, like
radio and television, 1s healthy and reasonably secure. Ownership in all senses is
Gibraltarian and, as far as the Gibraltar Chronicle is concerned, close to “el ser
Gibraltarefio”, literally, “the Gibraltarian’s being”, as one Spanish commentator

482
argues.
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Any analysis of the thirty-five or so local publications which Gibraltar has

¥ Tt is a

known 1s likely to begin by referring to the Gibraltar Chronicle.
remarkable English-language newspaper, established in1801 which makes it the
second-oldest in the world after The Times of London. From the beginning the
Chronicle was administered by the Garrison Library** which was rather more
than its name suggests. Certainly it was and is a library, with some fifty-
thousand books housed in a splendid purpose-built building, completed in 1804
for an educated and cultured officer-class in the fortress as well as visiting naval
officers. A minute of 4™ February 1799 expressed the view that it should be
seen as “no trivial testimony of the liberal spirit of the nation”. As already
described, 1t became something of a select club for officers and gentlemen and

even today ownership lies with a trust on behalf of officers of the garrison.

Accordingly, admission was strictly controlled and for a long time membership
was denied to many who felt that they should be allowed to join. Wives and

women holding senior civil posts were admitted as honorary members.

Gibraltarians were usually barred, except for a privileged few. Like the Yacht

Club and the Hunt, the Garrison Library was synonymous with the upper
stratum of a class society which prevailed in Britain, and which was perpetuated

and to some extent replicated in the colonies.

The Garrison Library initiated, owned and ran the Chronicle, officers of the

garrison making up the management committee. Some have drawn the
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conclusion that this meant that the newspaper was the mouthpiece of authority

on the Rock. This was not wholly true although officialdom kept a close watch
on the press for most of the nineteenth century’®. Relations with the Governor
were sometimes uneasy and there were threats of closure over questions of
censorship, among other things. This did not occur and in fact the policy‘of the -
newspaper was never radical and always mindful of what would be seen as

“appropriate”.

The Chronicle graduated from a modest publication providing coverage of key
newsworthy events to something with all the ingredients of a modern
newspaper. Throughout its life, British or world news items have had priority.

S0 have government notices and announcements. Social events, especially those

affecting the garrison, easily claimed space over the decades. So did reports of
national and local celebrations such as St.George’s Day, Empire Day, Trafalgar
Day and Corpus Christi. Photographs were used as soon as the technology was

in place, to illustrate the parades and the visits of dignitaries. Commercial

matters, often relating to shipping schedules or to tenders and contracts have

also been vitally important to the Chronicle from the very beginning, as its

earlier name, The Gibraltar Chronicle and Commercial Intelligencer implied.

The inclusion of these matters was no doubt of interest to businessmen in the -

Campo area too if they could read English.
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From time to time ethical issues arose for a troubled editor and staff. That a
strict moral code was enforced was illustrated in the Garrison Library itself
where particular books were banned and burned. This happened after long
deliberations and protests by those expectant readers whose names were still on
the waiting lists. On the other hand, religious leaders who wanted their sermons
printed in full in the Chronicle were resisted by the editor. Two other matters
caused an outcry: reports on bullfighting were deplored by some of the British
living on the Rock. So were accounts of social events in Spain on Sundays
when these were clearly breaking the Sunday observance rule. Some of those

who protested were alleged to have attended the events in question.

After 1945, and increasingly after 1980, the Chronicle quickly assumed the
character it possesses today. At first, with a large garrison still in Gibraltar,
plenty of space was devoted to matters of interest to the services, especially to

sport at home in Britain. As this need lessened, local events and local matters
generally could begin to dominate. The first Gibraltar-born editor was
appointed in 1992 to a newspaper which was by then expected to be selt-

supporting and no longer linked to the Garrison Library.

While the Chronicle has always been highly regarded, and readily claimed as

part of Gibraltar’s heritage, it should be remembered that not everyone has been

able to read it. Even today, two-hundred years on, there are some Gibraltarians
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who do not possess the necessary facility with English to be able to read it or

other newspapers. As discussed in chapter 4, the two-language situation has
perpetuated something of an underclass of people who have had little or no
command of English and only poor Spanish. There is no accurate measure of
literacy in Gibraltar over a long period but the figures for 1975 show that 75%
could speak simple English. Some of these would not necessarily be able to
read well and the other 25% perhaps not at all. Therefore, although the
Chronicle has had a considerable impact on society, there must have been many
for whom only the photographs would have had meaning. Presumably this

would have been equally true for newspapers published in Sp'anish.

Apart from a short column here and there, nothing Spanish remains in the
Gibraltar press today. Yet in former times the Spanish component was sizeable,
including the three publications, El Calpense (1868), Gibraltar Guardian(1872)
and El Anunciador(1885). The last two were Gibraltarian owned and managed
and they were relatively short-lived. The appearance of El Calpense™ was at
first vigorously resisted by the Governors who feared disruption in the fortress
and trouble with Spain. This publication was Spanish in almost every sense,
being owned and run by Spaniards for a readership not only in Gibraltar but in
Spain, in the Campo. Describing itself as a “Diario politico, mercantil y de
anuncios” (a political daily with commercial information and news), its content

was similar to that of the Chronicle. It differed in that it contained reviews of
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the Spanish press in Madrid as well as the British. Nor did it cater in any way

specifically for the troops. News coverage was similar and space was devoted
to commercial intelligence, notably ship arrivals and departures and their
cargoes, as well as product advertisements, including the latest medical cures.
The number of copies printed reached three-thousand daily and this was
increased dramatically to twenty-thousand copies during the Spanish civil war
(1936-1939) when, according to Francisco Tornay*’, editorial sympathies lay
with the Republican cause. Numbers remained at this level during the Second
World War when the newspaper’s support for the Allies was total. Smuggling
copies of El Calpense into Spain during the years of the Franco régime by
Spanish day-workers in Gibraltar, for example, brought dangers, sometimes
fatal. Tornay speaks of the paper as at times “a beacon and herald of democracy
and liberty”.*® In that respect at least, E]l Calpense has made its contribution to

the Gibraltarians’ self-image as inhabitants of a small state where freedom has

been sought and always prized and defended.

A number of other newspapers have not been mentioned, at least eight in
Spanish, and another twenty or so in English. Some came and went quickly, as
in the case of the Radio Times Gibraltar. Others had political affiliations, as
Gibraltar became more politically conscious, and usually they did not last long.
Twenty-four were established after 1945 and they were Gibraltarian creations.

A few survived and they thrive today, including The New People and
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Panorama. In general, therefore, the nature and development of the Gibraltar
press during the past two centuries shows it to have been a significant
instrument of British influence. Some Spanish influences have been present too.
All these are now part of Gibraltar’s heritage. Out of the past an English-
language but fully Gibraltarian press has emerged, to take its place alongside
the United Kingdom tabloids and broadsheets which have also been available 1n
Gibraltar since the reading rooms of the Garrison Library were first opened to
members. Subsequently, of course, these have become readily available each
day for purchase in the various newsagents’ shops on the Rock, arriving by air.
The press today is very much as you would find it in any British territory,
catering for its readers through a strong local English-language press,

supplemented by newspapers from the United Kingdom.

One other area of influence, regularly reported by the press, is that of the

creative arts in general, that is culture in the artistic sense. In Gibraltar’s case

this has meant mostly music, drama and painting which are relevant in two

respects: firstly, as a source of influence on the Gibraltarian people and
secondly as a measure of achievement by Gibraltarians whose efforts are always

publicly acclaimed.

Culture in this sense has drawn on mixed sources — Italian, British and Spanish.

Spanish influences were greater in earlier times and they continued while the
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Spanish language dominated. One thinks of the popularity of the Zarzuela,
combining drama and music, then of flamenco and guitar, these having been
long enjoyed by some Gibraltarians at least. Performances in the Theatre Royal
from the mid-1800s reflected this taste, with the regular appearance of Spanish
actors and musicians. Similarly the annual Fair in Gibraltar, through to the post-
war years, had a strong Spanish flavour. Residents of La Linea, Algeciras and
Gibraltar attended each other’s fairs and other events. Gibraltarian interest in
things Spanish was also apparent in the entertainments which people arranged
sometimes for themselves and sometimes for public performance when

evacuated to Madeira, Jamaica and London.**’

In fact, it 1s in the spheres of music and the visual arts that Gibraltarian cultural
achievements have been greatest. In music tastes have varied widely. At the
popular and light end of the spectrum there has been a regular flow of local

performers — guitarists, singers, pianists and other instrumentalists, often self-
taught. As individuals or in groups they have performed on whatever stage was

available. Some of the more able and more adventurous have sought recognition

In the United Kingdom and elsewhere, with a degree of success, including

William Gomez*”’ and Alfred Hammond®"'.

The wholly classical vogue is also well-represented. Opera has long attracted a

tollowing, perhaps reflecting the Italian roots of the people and no doubt the
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Theatre Royal was built in the light of that. It was opened in 1847 with a

performance of Verdi’s “Nabucodonosor”. Throughout many years, although

492

beset with various difficulties™, the Theatre Royal has played an important part

in the musical life of Gibraltar. It saw regular vocal and instrumental concerts,
as well as masked balls for the military and the establishment. In 1946
Beniamino Gigli sang in the theatre. Symphony orchestras have performed there
too, including Gibraltar’s own classical orchestra which existed for several
years. There have also been a number of very successful local classical
musicians who have won international success. There has certainly been an
audience for such music, among Gibraltarians and expatriates. Sir Malcolm
Sargent conducted the Madrid Symphony Orchestra during the Gibraltar Music
festival of 1949 as did Clarence Raybold the following year. On those occasions
an RAF hangar was used to accommodate the large audience. The Mackintosh
Hall, the Ballroom of the Convent and the spectacular St.Michael’s Cave*” are

other venues that have been regularly in use for musical events and drama, as

they still are.

Of course, Gibraltar cannot claim ownership of all this musical tradition. Britain
has played a part in facilitating performances and in aiding’ individuals.
Significantly, the bands of resident and visiting regiments have contributed
much to Gibraltar’s musical life in military, light and classical music. Yet there

has always been considerable local involvement and talent. In the case of
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military music, the Royal Gibraltar Regiment has inherited the musical tradition
of British regiments and today its musicians perform creditably on public

occasions exactly as British regimental bands did in the past.*”*

It would be an error to exaggerate the musical accomplishments of Gibraltarians
but they do seem noteworthy for a population of some thirty-thousand.
Furthermore, the record for the visual arts approaches that for music.
Gibraltarians can readily list the names of local artists — Bacarisas (“our most
distinguished painter”, as commonly asserted), Jacobo Azugury, Benito
Caetano, Jane Langdon, Albert Sciacaluga, Mario Finlayson, Bathsheba Peralta

and others. In contrast to the musicians, their work seems hardly affected by

British influences. While “the British visual arts were unquestionably stimulated

19495

by imperial rule”", this made no impression on Gibraltarian artists whose work

In any case came later. Scenes of Gibraltar’s dramatic military history and life
were painted either far away or by accomplished expatriate amateurs on military
or colonial service. Gibraltar’s artists, apparently, have not been stimulated by
empire. It 1s difficult to say that there is a Gibraltar school of painting. Very
vivid colours do seem to be favoured, “because of the Mediterranean light”, as
one artist puts it. The same person also explained Gibraltarian achievements
saying that “Gibraltar is culturally productive because of the melting pot”,
adding that “the mix is like the U.S.A.”, meaning a mix of people and races

from various places, seeking escape from repression or poverty*. It should be
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added that perhaps the best-known Gibraltarian in the art world is not a painter
but the dress-designer John Galliano, first of the House of Givenchy, then of
Christian Dior. Galliano is proud to be British and Gibraltarian and in 1998 he
designed a set of Gibraltar postage stamps in expression of this. In contrast to
music and the arts, Gibraltarians seem to do less well in the literary sphere.
There are few writers of repute, suggesting that the Gibraltarians may feel less

secure with the written word.

To conclude, the hunt, sailing, rowing, youth organizations, cricket and other
sports, as well as the media and the arts — all of these and more have their place
in Gibraltar’s cultural history and in the formation of the Gibraltarian
community. The influences which they brought have often been unintentional
rather than intentional, indirect rather than direct, informal rather than formal,
sometimes accidental and usually incidental”’. All have left an imprint. Many
have been everyday influences — what the people see, hear and read. Others
have had a structure and an organization. Most have had a British component,
the participants following British practice and imitating British social
behaviour, speech, dress and so on. Yet, as the population has evolved from its
Genoese and mixed origins, it has accepted and modified the British influences
and made them their own. Certainly, most of the social, sporting, cultural and
media matters described in these chapers, while British in concept, have either

left their mark on the people or become integral to modern Gibraltarian society.
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EPILOGUE

In the course of this study it has been shown how environmental, ethnic,
economic, political, religious, linguistic, educational and informal influences
have played their part in helping to mould the Gibraltarian people. In addition,
affecting each of these factors in turn, there has been the all-embracing British

imperial presence.

Questions arose as to why empire came to Gibraltar and what form it took. The
reasons for empire were complex. One writer groups them under three headings:
firstly economic, “the drive to trade”; secondly strategic, “the need to protect
imperial routes” and thirdly the “dutiful and the religious”, “to bring (them) the
good news of the Christian Gospel”. All three applied to Gibraltar, particularly
economic gain and, of course, military advantage over opponents. Pertinently,
Martin Kitchen also states that “the driving force behind this type of
imperialism was a curious mixture of nationalism, Christian missionary zeal, the
search for profit and the career objectives of Britain’s civil and military
officials”.*® Although British commitment to Gibraltar has been dominated by

military priorities, trade and other matters have had their place.

With regard to the nature of the imperialism itself, several characteristics seem
most prominent. In the first place imperialism entails some degree of political

domination, usually backed up or enforced by military power. If and when
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armies withdraw and a political overlordship ends, autonomy and independence
are gained or re-gained, although a significant imperial heritage may remain.
Domination implies power and control of whatever aspects of life need to be
controlled so as to ensure the survival of the imperial system. In Gibraltar this
has meant total control by the British; control of government, of the civ_il and
military infrastructure, of rights and privileges, and of access to people, places
and institutions. Furthermore, within this framework of control, military
considerations have always come first in a colony whose essential value has
been that of a fortress. Although exercised locally, control has emanated from

the metropole, the “Mother Land”, where the source of imperial power lay.

A second characteristic of imperialism is its operation through agencies and
agents, with or without a significant military presence, to exercise the control
and influence. In Gibraltar these have been the Governors and Commanders in
Chief, with their military officers and colonial officials. Supported by a mostly
protestant and loyal body of traders and social and community leaders, the
Governors have been the principal holders of power while carrying out the
wishes of Secretaries of State in London. In exercising power and influence the
main concern has always been to maintain control and to see that the status quo
was not threatened. Neverless, there have been times of change and progress,
sometimes prompted by thinking in Britain. Sometimes the Governors

themselves have been the change agents, encouraging local development and
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expression, occasionally to the dismay of the Colonial Office or the Foreign and

Commonwealth Office in London.

Thirdly, and less easy to gauge but certainly influential, are the more subtle
socializing processes for which the imperial controlling agencies have been
responsible. As already referred to, this socialization is described by
J.A.Mangan as “...tuition, formal and informal, planned and unplanned, explicit
and implicit, involved in the adoption of appropriate political perceptions, the
acquisition of associated cultural perceptions, the acquisition of associated
cultural beliefs and the learning of related social attitudes”.*” This “tuition” has

permeated Gibraltar’s history being apparent in all the dimensions which have

been addressed.

In addition, there is a fourth element, namely the complex i1deology of
imperialism itself which underpins the socialization process. The main

ingredient has been a belief in the superiority of the moral and other values
being conveyed; a “primitive” society was to be improved by a civilized one.
This was less than a step away from the assertion of racial superiority. As
Kitchen puts it, “The ideology of Empire became that of a white, Protestant
master race, whose right to rule resided in its respect for the rule of law, its

s 500

superior moral vision, its devotion to duty, and its gentlemanly virtues”.

Most of these sentiments have to some extent been entertained in Gibraltar both
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by the imperial masters and, through acculturation, by the local people

themselves.

The various factors which have helped in the formation of the Gibraltarian
people have been ‘considered in the context of British imperialism. At a
fundamental level there were the influences resulting from the nature of the
physical environment and climate: to some extent a community is what i1t is
because of where the people reside. Gibraltarians have always lived physically
close to one another and close to the expatriate British, the signs and symbols of
empire always evident. They are a Mediterranean people, living in cramped
conditions 1n a restricted and clearly-defined and threatened geographical area

of unusual characteristics. These matters have deeply affected the mentality and

outlook and loyalty of the people.

The British were also attracted to Gibraltar by its physical attributes —its

location and its defensible qualities. It has been described as “probably the

most fought over and most densely fortified place in Europe, and probably,

d.”%' 1t was as a fortress that Gibraltar was most useful to

therefore, in the worl
the British Empire, when the Royal Navy was internationally dominant and it 1s
this image of Gibraltar that lives in the British national consciousness.

Gibraltarians share those perceptions and many older inhabitants identify the
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comings and goings of the Mediterranean and Home Fleets as evocative

symbols of British power.

Clearly, environmental factors have played their part in shaping the Gibraltarian
community. Where the people came from has mattered too. Gibraltarians do
not represent any single ethnic group. Almost all were new arrivals after the
conquest of 1704, coming from a variety of places at different times and with
different racial origins. Gibraltarians now see this ethnic diversity as central to
their distinctiveness. While they were initially separate, over the centuries they
have combined to form a homogeneous native population. Seeking
opportunities for work was the principal reason for immigration and, since the
available work often served the needs of the garrison, it was the British who
controlled the ethnic mix. They decided who was to be admitted. Rights of
residence and regulations governing what constitutes a Gibraltarian have been
zealously applied. Despite the requirements of the Treaty of Utrecht that it

should be otherwise, Jews were admitted because of their vital trading

connections in Morocco. Others came because of British links and preferences.
People came from Britain in the interests of imperial trade and because of the
need to have a core population of loyal protestants. Minorcans gained access
because of naval links between Gibraltar and Mahon; the Portuguese gained
entry also through historical connections with Britain; the Maltese similarly. A

Spanish element emerged out of local needs and contacts and because of an
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overspill of population into La Linea and the Campo. Indian traders came in

small numbers because of the Empire, sometimes already holding British
passports. Moroccans replaced Spanish workers during the Fifteenth Siege, but

only with temporary residence permits.

The nature of the economy and the resulting work patterns available to the
Gibraltarians have also helped to mould the community. In this respect the
British were crucial until recent decades, and for a long time the economy was
almost entirely a function of their presence. In fact, much effort was devoted to
supplying the needs of the garrison, especially when there was war at sea. The
growth of the naval dockyard, its role as a major employer and its eventual

closure is a prime illustration of Gibraltar’s dependence on the British. In

addition, British trading preferences, in tobacco, textiles and other British
manufactured goods, regularly brought benefits. In this a small but influential

merchant class from Britain played an important role.

The major presence of the dockyard also reveals how work patterns have
affected social structures in Gibraltar. The reliance, there and elsewhere in the
colony, on a foreign manual labour force, Spanish or Moroccan, for the lesser

jobs, has clearly reinforced the middle-class nature of the indigenous

population, with 1ts aversion to manual work. Instead, perhaps because of the

uncertainty of a fragile economy, an opportunistic trading and money-making
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culture has prevailed. One perceptive visitor from the United States of America
recently described Gibraltarians as “like Levantine businessmen”. This image
1s particularly visible today in new economic circumstances, in which the
people must rely mostly on their own resources, skills and ingenuity

unsupported by Britain.

Sir William Jackson takes the view that Gibraltar would have attained full
independence in the 1960s or 1970s but for the actions of Spain.’” If that had
happened, or 1f it were to happen, survival could only be on the basis of a “new
economy”. Various consultancy reports compiled during the last decades of the
twentieth century stressed the importance of a privatized dockyard, tourism
from Spain and by sea and air, and financial services as essential to a changed
economic future. Gibraltar’s highly educated population has also emerged as

important in this scenario. It is a vital asset to Gibraltar and, potentially, to the

larger area.

Just as the economy has grown to be less dependent on Britain, so have political
affairs become more a matter for the Gibraltarians themselves. The acquisition
of a degree of political autonomy took a long time. Even with the granting of a
Legislative Council in 1950, in the eyes of the authorities the Gibraltarians were
still serving their apprenticeship. Suspicions remained that they were not up to it

and various colonial officials were loath to see control relinquished. Before that
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the power of the Governor had been supreme, subject to the requirements of

Whitehall. Always from an impeccable social background, and usually
possessing excellent personal qualities, successive Governors had exercised

S They spoke for

their civil role conservatively as elsewhere in the Empire
King/Queen and Emperor and they regularly conveyed their thoughts on
morality, religion and the British Empire in speeches and public

pronouncements. They were the main agents of imperialism and at the heart of

the socialization process.

Yet there was a place for the more liberal, reforming but no less loyal Governor.

This was especially the case after the Second World War, when the end of

empire was in sight and when attitudes in London were more amenable to

thoughts of local political development. The war itself, through the evacuation,
had made a great impact on the Gibraltarian people. The Association for the
Advancement of Civil Rights (A.A.C.R.) was encouraged in its activities,
setting in train the sequence of events which had led to the Referendum of 1967,
which rejected totally the idea of any association with Spain, and to the
constitution of 1969, with its historic preamble on sovereignty.””* Trade unions
flourished and party-politics became established, but none of these
developments was anti-British in a militant sense. Local politics became
complicated, with individuals sometimes to the fore, then parties and alliances,

these breaking down after a while. Burton Benedict notes that it i1s “a
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commonplace in anthropological studies of small communities that economic,
political, religious, and kinship systems are very often coincident or nearly
s0”.°” As a consequence, “The same individuals are brought into contact over
and over again in various activities”, leading to “the intense factionalism of
small communities, especially in politics”.”® This rings true of Gibraltar.
However, the proneness to infighting and disagreement seems not to have
undermined the strong feelings of identity and common purpose among the
body politic. Nor have individual leaders necessarily been held back by the
easily aroused jealousies and personal disputes. Some have enhanced their
stature considerably, Joshua Hassan prominent among them. Furthermore, his
and other reputations have been consolidated on an international stage — at the

United Nations in debates on de-colonization, in Brussels similarly, and in

London and elsewhere. To that extent political activities have been by no means
restricted to local, internal affairs. Most Gibraltarians believe that they have

shown that they are “up to it” not only in running their own affairs but also i1n
presenting their case internationally. What was and is being demanded is self-

determination for the Gibraltarian people.

Legally however, British domination continued. The Constitution of 1969>
gave the Governor, as representative of the Queen, extensive reserve powers.

His actual powers were described in terms of his “direct responsibility for all

matters primarily concerned with external affairs, defence and internal security,
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including the police® leaving the elected government with wide areas of
responsibility relating to what were termed “defined domestic matters”. These
were listed as Municipal Services, Social Services including Education,
Tourism, Trade and Commerce, and so on. The House of Assembly was
empowered to publish bills on any of these matters, always requiripg the
Governor’s assent which in principle he could withold. He might also draw up
bills on his own accord. In addition, the Governor could consult the Gibraltar

509

Council, a nominated body”, and he might also consult the Council of

Ministers. However, 1t has become present practice for the Governor not to

interfere but he could do so in the event of a major crisis.

Therefore, in reality there had been considerable political progress, in close
association with Britain and British ideas. Matched by a legal system based
closely on that 1n England, the form of government that has been won has been
very much along British parliamentary lines — “the export of British
constitutional practices” has been part of the story of empire.”’’ Since 1969
there has been a continuing shift towards leaving more matters to the
Gibraltarians themselves. The Constitution has become outdated and 2001 saw
the start of a new round of consultations on the drawing up of a new one,

always subject to the approval of the United Kingdom parliament. Therefore, in

economics and politics, although no longer so closely tied to Britain, a

significant legacy from the days of colonial control seems likely to continue.
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In contrast to the economic and political dimensions, influences arising from
religion and language have had substantial non-British as well as British
elements. Thus, the English language, though always the official language, was
not easily able to supplant Spanish as the first language of the majority of
Gibraltarians. During the second half of the twentieth century particularly,
English made considerable progress. As regards religion, while a varniety of
faiths have been represented, Roman Catholicism, as in much of southemn
Europe, has been predominant as the religion of the people. Its influence,
through the Bishop and his parish priests, has extended to most aspects of the
life of the community. In education, the Christian Brothers and the Loreto Nuns

providing the core of the teaching force for a century and more, the Roman
Catholic Church was particularly influential, until recent post-war years. Even

today the Roman Catholic Bishop does not accept that Gibraltarian society is in

any sense a secular society.

Yet there have been Anglican influences too. Anglicanism’s success has been
described as due to the “knitting (of) the church into the fabric of the state”',
The effects of this were carried to the Empire, partly by the military, and one
might have expected to find the Anglican Church at the centre of things In

Gibraltar. For long periods this was so but only for the garrison; in the territory

the Church of England was unequivocally the church of the armed services and
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the British establishment. The Catholic Church and the non-conformist churches

were not favoured. In fact, they were much discriminated against and 1nitially
compulsory worship for services personnel meant church parades to Church ot
England services only. By the end of the nineteenth century, however, the
various churches had won a degree of official acceptance although all along the
religious messages from Governors and other officials, in various public

pronouncements, were underpinned by the authority of England’s established

church. The native population merely looked on and a few became members.

The casual visitor to the territory today might quickly learn that Catholicism, as

in Spain, is important to the community. Yet it would be wrong to infer that this

in any way brings Gibraltar closer to its neighbours. There are no formal

ecclesiastical links with Spain and few informal ones. Similar false inferences

might be drawn about language. The argument that Gibraltarians speak Spanish,

therefore they must be Spanish, is even weaker than the argument that English-
speaking Australians must be English. Nor does speaking English, as many do
in Gibraltar’s bi-lingual community, make them English. Language and

national identity are not necessarily related.

But language does contribute to the identity of Gibraltarians. They are often bi-

lingual or,in a sense, even tri-lingual; their Spanish has its own qualities; and

dual-coding and Yanito are uniquely theirs. Furthermore, they speak English in
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a phonologically distinct manner and regularly without any accent at all’"%.
Language 1n all these respects confirms a Gibraltarian uniqueness based on

diversity.

In'addition, language illustrates the effects of British rule. The British brought
English with them and to some extent imposed it on the colony. The native
population accepted it, modified it and built upon it. The wartime evacuation
(1940-1943/4), the Fifteenth Siege (1969-1985) and subsequent extensive
educational links with Britain further established the English language in the

lives of the people.

The pattern of language usage has also had bearing on Gibraltar’s class structure
which can be said to be a consequence of British rule. Certainly, a middle-class
was created 1n Gibraltar long before it existed elsewhere in the area. A

command of the prestige language, English, was usually a pre-requisite for
access to higher social circles. Ultimately it was the British who controlled the
access for the establishment and for Gibraltar’s upper-class “nobility”. The

opposite was also true: a small linguistically deprived and excluded underclass

emerged from an educational system which until recently failed to come to

terms with the language problem.
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It is self-evident that education is a powerful formative influence. States of all

political colours, autocratic and democratic, use the educational system to
convey political requirements or exhortations to its citizens in the making.
Gibraltar now has i1ts own “state” system, largely freed from religious and
political strings, but modelled very much along British lines. There is a policy-
making body in the elected House of Assembly, in the form of a Chief Minister
and a Council of Ministers. Among the Ministers is one whose portfolio is

>, The Minister for Education works closely with the Director of

Education
Education. Financial and administrative control also lie wholly in Gibraltarian
hands as does inspection of the system. No longer do the Governor or the

Foreign and Commonwealth Office have a role in educational affairs.

Policy-makers and officials used the educational system as a means of imperial
socialization. In addition the British influenced the system itself in three ways:
firstly, through British ideas and examples, and reports based on them;
secondly, through the provision of know-how and expertise; and thirdly,
through direct contact with the United Kingdom system. With regard to the
first, in almost every respect Gibraltar’s educational system has drawn on what
was happening in Britain at the time, the initiatives taken by the different

religious denominations included. Thus, during the first century or so, when

there was educational provision in place, this was mostly either military or due

to the entrepreneurial efforts of some British teachers. Later, from the middle
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1850s the activities of religious groups and Christian Societies mirrored those in
Britain. Later, the 1880 and 1892 Education Codes were virtually the same as
for England & Wales and the early 1900s saw the appearance of influential
reports by experts sent by the British government. Then, during the 1940s every
possible step was taken to match the 1944 Education Act. Twenty years later,
doubts about the tripartite system of schooling were inspired by social thinking
In Britain and Gibraltar’s comprehensive system was modelled on one from
Leicestershire. Examinations taken in Gibraltar were never colonial and
changes reflected the same sequence as in England — the Cambridge School
Certificate, the General Certificate of Education (G.C.E.), then the Certificate of

Secondary Education (C.S.E.), the General Certificate of Secondary Education

(G.C.S.E.), and National Vocational Qualifications (N.V.Qs). Subsequently, in

1988, the National Curriculum was accepted, with local modifications. By then

the decision-making was wholly Gibraltarian uninfluenced by British officials.

A parallel sequence 1s evident in the various educational reports written since
1943. At first these were written by colonial officials from the United Kingdom
or Gibraltar. In some of them the tone was as if Gibraltar was really just an
extension of the United Kingdom, ready for full integration. Matters gradually

began to change as local involvement increased. The Secondary Education

Commission of 1965 was composed entirely of Gibraltarians. Similarly,

whereas the Education Ordinance of 1950 was drafted by colonial officials that
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of 1974 was based on the deliberations of a local Commission , reporting to the
House of Assembly. At the same time, the Commission’s remit was a British
one: “to make recommendations for a new Education Ordinance based on the
principles of the United Kingdom Education Acts, taking into account any other
legislation enacted here or in the United Kingdom which affects Education”.
Subsequent documentation has been locally written and the re-emergence 1in

2000 of the important Annual Reports on Education, from the pen of the

Director of Education, is a wholly Gibraltarian practice.

Secondly, Gibraltar has depended on British educational expertise. In earlier

decades this was essential, no more so than in 1943 when Gibraltar lacked an
adequate teaching force and services personnel and other expatriates were vital
to Gibraltar’s classrooms. Leaders of the system, the Directors of Education
and, for a while until the 1980s, Advisers, were United Kingdom appointees

funded under technical cooperation initiatives. Some of the earlier inservice
training programmes were staffed by invited United Kingdom experts. Special
relationships with Essex Education Committee and with Hull University were
significant in all these arrangements and as regards the latter they are still

maintained. In 1998 a team from Hull surveyed special educational provision in

the system. A key difference is that the expertise is now bought in and paid for

by the Gibraltar government.
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Thirdly, the regular presence of large numbers of Gibraltarians in Britain has

had a cumulative eftect — for holidays, visits to family, for medical treatment’ -
but mainly for educational purposes. For those who could afford it, attendance
at prestigious Roman Catholic boarding schools such as Stonyhurst, Downside,
Worth and New Hall has been common practice. Although numbers have been
relatively small, the impact of this practice has been quite considerable. The
children concerned have come from wealthy and influential Gibraltarian
families. They have acquired the social skills and linguistic idiosyncrasies
associated with products of British public schools and their class credentials
have been thereby reinf