






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































any merit at all in collecting ‘trophies’ as evidence of successful hunting in an era of
dwindling wildlife.’” Put bluntly, according to member Abel Chapman, the
indiscriminate hunter was, by the early twentieth century, an anachronism.

The amelioration in attitudes towards quarry species demanded by the society
manifested itself in a greater concern towards game and the rules which governed its
shooting. Those unable to kill game effectively and quickly were now publicly
admonished by watchful ‘shots’ while ‘long-range shooting’ which increased the risk
of injury to the quarry, was explicitly condemned by Dennis Lyell and by The Field in
a self-explanatory article, ‘Humanity in Sport’. ¥

Despite this enlightened introspection, the continuing attraction of big game
hunting meant that, according to concerned Society members, the main hunted
species within British colonial territories, were still dwindling at an alarming rate.
Even Edward North Buxton, perhaps whimsically, admitted that the British upper
classes were ‘unable to visit foreign places without killing something!’ #

Self-respect as well as self-indulgence, however, prevailed and Buxton, reflecting the
spirit of his association, soon made it clear that he had only been responsible for ‘the
death of less than eighty four-footed animals’ during his long sporting career| ¢

The Society’s ideal was uncomplicated but reality more problematic. The
Griqualand Game Protection Association, a new association affiliated to the S.P.F.E.,
reported that in 1904, some twelve thousand nine hundred beasts were shot in the
name of sport by European hunters, a figure which rose to twenty nine thousand in
1905, and had increased to forty thousand in 1906; member, Alfred Edward Pease
complained that over one thousand lions were killed by so-called sportsmen between

1910 and 1911 in British East Aftica alone. A central figure in the Society’s
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hierarchy, Major James Stevenson-Hamilton, contemptuously described this form of
indiscriminate hunting in Africa as mere 'organised extermination’, 4

The ongoing destruction of large numbers of game in the name of ‘sport’
compromised the objectives of the S.P.F.E. which laid the blame for this parlous state
of affairs squarely at the door of ‘immoral and irresponsible ‘shots’, particularly
those ‘educated young men, commercial hunters, tripper-sportsmen and the
nouveaux riche’. ® These ‘decadent, dilettante and “town-bred guns™ not only
corrupted ‘British sporting values’ but undermined the hard-won reputation of the
‘noble’ British hunter by amassing ‘great piles of worthless, immature heads’. “ In
other words, the ‘country gentleman’ with his civilised sporting ‘code’ and
impeccable upper class moral credentials, was above reproach when it came to
hunting.

Disenchanted with irresponsible ‘guns’, the Society had a world view that
required them to assume the leading role in educating others about the necessity of
game preservation. Accordingly, hunting which was motivated by commercial gain or
mere amusement failed the sporting ideal. ‘Shots’ who were ignorant of the
‘sporting code’ were castigated as 'dilettantes’, unwilling to embrace the changing
imperatives of hunting and natural history. ¢

Affirming the changing climate of opinion, Edward North Buxton contended
that ‘it is important that people at home should realise the urgency of this question,
and I should be glad if I succeeded in stimulating the wholesome public opinion
which undoubtedly exists on the subject. That this feeling is not universal and that
education is still needed in true sportsmanship, reckless shooting by individuals and

the disappearance of the game make it only too manifest. Past experience in America
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and South Africa shows how rapidly the teeming millions born of the soil may be shot
out. Writers of half a century ago describe on the veldt in South Africa a paradise of
varied life, which is now irretrievably lost, through the carelessness and wastefulness
of white men. Some species have absolutely disappeared never to be seen again on
the face of the earth’, 4

It was essential, therefore that the Society ‘educated’ the public and
government. It achieved this by blending idealism with ‘practical’ approaches to
wildlife preservation. ® To do this effectively, it was important to gain the hearts and
minds of senior officials at the Foreign Office. Initially, the Society reported
‘satisfactory results’ in this regard in its first twenty years. * Later, the introduction
of measures to stop the illicit trading in ivory in South Africa by customs checks at
all major ports for game trophies was evidence of the Society’s influence at the
Foreign Office. ! A similar impact was made at the Colonial Office where the
imposition of a tax on all game exports from overseas territories was heralded as a
triumph for the S.P.F.E.’s propaganda and ‘educational’ initiatives.

Education and propaganda were important in other areas. Threatened species,
such as the Sudanese White Rhino, were singled-out by James Stevenson-Hamilton,
who undertook a series of lecture tours, supplemented by published material within
the Society’s Journal, to publicise its plight.

Practical conservation policies engaged the attentions of H.M.Special
Commissioner to Uganda, Sir Harry Hamilton Johnston, a preservationist
distinguishable from many of his colleagues by his suburban and distinctly
middle-class upbringing and grammar school education. * Johnston was a confident

and dynamic conservationist who advised his more illustrious peers within the
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Society, including Sir John Kirk and Sir Alfred Sharpe, on conservation issues in
imperial Africa. *° As Special Commissioner to the Uganda Protectorate, Johnston
worked towards greater protection for imperial wildlife in all the colonies. ¢ In
October 1912, Johnston reported with renewed optimism that “an increasing interest
is being taken in the promulgation of measures for the preservation throughout the
empire of nature, fauna and flora’. * In keeping with his progressive attitudes
towards animal welfare, Johnston promoted those hunters who had shown
responsibility and compassion in their hunting “careers”, Sir Alfred Sharpe, for
example, was rewarded with the post of Deputy Commissioner of Nyasaland since
had earlier supported the development of protected animal reserves in Nyasaland. *
In keeping with the Society’s preservationist rationale, Johnston abhorred
“traveller-sportsmen” who overshot one area before quickly moving on to another
location and even accused them of ‘blackmailing (imperial) officials by the letters
they carry, exhorting from such officials all sorts of concessions and assistance's
which otherwise would not have been rendered’. * Those less sympathetic to the
plight of big game contended that placing moral restrictions on hunting was an
affront to the British ‘sporting spirit’. Thus, ‘Globetrotter’ asserted that it was ‘good
for the manhood of our race that enterprising young Englishmen who have the means
should travel and explore in difficult countries’ while another observed that
‘wholesome English manhood’ should not be denied the opportunity to see the
Empire first hand, particularly since it cost many English lives to secure it’, ®
Official antipathy towards casual sportsmen, according to ‘Globetrotter’, emanated
from the higher protectorate's increasing enmity towards ‘travellers’ outside the

sacred ring combined with a sensitiveness to criticism of their sporting rights
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monopoly. ¢ For his part, Johnston established game reserves in the British Central
African Protectorate and Uganda which meant that shooting in these areas was
restricted to local officials. ¢ Ironically, Johnston disliked the concentration of
preservation directives into the hands of the ‘country squires’ since, he suggested,
they were only interested in wildlife which was of sporting value to them.*

Despite Johnston’s scepticism of the ‘country gentleman’s’ sporting
proclivities, members of the traditional landed elite were conspicuous in the wider
battle against decadent and unsporting hunting practices and were widely represented
within the Society. Ultimately, Johnston was forced to concede that, despite the
occupation by science of new fields of research, there was a national reluctance on
the part of men outside the upper middle classes to augment this knowledge through
hunting, anthropology, zoology and botany. &

It was view shared by colleague, Rowland Ward who, in 1892, published

Horn Measurements and Weights of the Great Game of th 1d, specifically for

'gentlemen sportsmen and scientific men,' the 'first of its kind.' ® By the mid-1890s,

Ward confidently asserted that 'now more than ever, the true sportsman among the
great game seeks to be a naturalist, and to subserve the interests of science, as well as
to secure his own gratification.'

In attempting to explain the origins of imperial conservation, the intellectual
antecedents of the upper middle classes and aristocracy should not be overlooked.
As noted by one observer, ‘it is a matter of disagreement whether the climate of
hegemony in nineteenth century England should be characterised broadly as

“bourgeois” or “aristocratic” - the cultural dominence of the landed elite remained
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important throughout the century, easily defeating the modest challenges of a
progressive bourgeoisie' ¢

The Society’s first Vice-Presidents, Earl Minto, Lord Curzon, Edward Grey
Viscount Milner and Lord Cromer utilised their aristocratic, administrative and
political experiences to effect a more sensitive appreciation of wildlife by widening
the understanding of the ‘hunter-naturalist’s’ approach to “Nature”. * Lord
Cromer, the Duke of Bedford, Sir Edmund G. Loder and Charles Rothschild, all
executive members of the Zoological Society as well as the S.P.F.E,, added their
paternal influence, while Lord Edward Grey was highly regarded as a naturalist and
sportsman’ and the personification of a widely respected ‘amateur’ ideal. ® In this
way, the organisation had a peculiarly patrician conception of the need to manage the
‘people’s’ natural resources - “for their own good”!

For his part, Lord Curzon’s executive membership was part of a long lineage
of aristocratic interest in hunting and natural history first manifested in the
Elphinstone dynasty in the Bengal region of India in the 1820s. ™ By 1900, Curzon
was already involved in bird-legislation in India and was known to have had a real
'devotion' to the subject of wildlife preservation. ' His aristocratic colleague within
the S.P.F.E., the Earl of Minto, was similarly eulogised as a ‘brother naturalist and
sportsman’. ™

Unsurprisingly, given the aristocratic composition of its executive
membership, the Society baulked at the excesses of a ‘a utilitarian age which valued
commercialism above sentimentalism’. ™ Of course, the ‘noble’ hunter had long
embodied a chivalric, higher morality. By way of example, Samuel White Baker had

been eulogised as an ‘Englishman to whom love of country was a cherished
409



birthright, and national advancement a desirable ambition. Cheap sneers at patriotism,
so characteristic of a Commercial and Utilitarian Age, cannot touch Baker’. ™

The Society was not so ingenuous, however, as to disregard the importance
of funding necessary to implement its ideology. Aristocratic noblesse oblige,
therefore, was altered to fit a democratic, capitalist culture. Much to the Society’s
chagrin, it was pointed out that the economics of ‘white’ development in Aftica -
such as the rise of railway net receipts from £2,639 in 1904 to £76,450 in 1907 -
compared unfavourably with investment in imperial wildlife conservation. ”* Intense
canvassing of various Secretaries of State for the colonies resulted in expenditure on
game preservation in British East Africa , described as an ‘urgent imperial need’,
rising from £300 per annum in 1903 to £2,500 in 1907. By now, all forms of wildlife
were legitimate ‘imperial objects’ which merited funding as much as other ‘imperial
reasons’. ™

In the interests of financial support, it was essential that the Society sent
Deputations to government at every opportunity. Deputations, it was stressed, were
not convened in the ‘interests of sportsmen, but for the preservation of species at
large... as sportsmen, naturalists or imperialists’. 7 Such apparent altruism was
exemplified by demands for the raising of the weight of elephant tusk to a minimum
of 401bs. before it could be sold. * Efforts to create supervised game reserves and
laws against the sale of skins and hides was further evidence of the hunter-naturalists’
this unselfish approach. ™ Pressure-group tactics developed by the Society’s
Deputations were deemed particularly important to tackle the messy state of

international conservation politics. ¥

410



The Society, however, was never a mere repository for concerned 'amateur’
idealists but incorporated a broad range of middle and upper-middle class
hunter-naturalists, zoologists and soldiers bound by the plight of imperial game. *
That said, an interest in game preservation offered useful political opportunities
exemplified by the political power, reputation and influence of Alfred Sharpe, Robert
Thorn Coryndon and Harry Johnston, who all owed much to their hunting proclivities
within the ‘imperial enterprise’. ** Paradoxically, preservation within the ‘imperial
enterprise’ did not equate to a cessation of hunting. In later life, Alfred Sharpe
rekindled his own ‘search for imperial adventure’ by hunting all types of big game in
Nyasaland, while Robert Coryndon even killed the last two white Rhino to have
existed in Mashonaland in 1893 despite being closely involved in the preservation of
the few remaining herds of elephants in Uganda. *

In short, hunting and ‘preservation’ were not mutually exclusive! In a very
real sense, members both celebrated and institutionalised the upper class doctrine of
“fair play’ towards wildlife while extolling the virtues of hunting per se. Accordingly,
membership of the Society generated mutual and fraternal respect manifest in a moral
commitment to game species and the moral imperatives of hunting. * Indeed,
Edward North Buxton referred to the ‘unwritten code of honour in the field which, if
followed, makes the struggle of wits and strength, of skill and endurance a fair one’
while Sir Alfred E. Pease stressed that ‘true’ hunting was an honourable contest
characterised by fair competition for control over wild game only; ‘noble’ sport was
that which tested the hunter’s skill, instinct, endurance, sight, hearing and

observation, ¥
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For the aficionado, ‘fair’ hunting underpinned the moral values associated
with a virile imperial power. Hunting, therefore, was still strongly recommended to
all energetic ‘young Britons possessed of a love of science, natural history and sport’
by Society member and Conservator of Indian Forests, Edward P. Stebbing. * In the
same way, Sir Frederick Lugard confidently espoused that idea that the majority of
English gentleman had an inherent and passionate conception of ‘fair-play’ in
hunting. ¥

The notion of an ‘English’ conception of ‘fair play’ was not, of course, a new
phenomenon. Some years before the Society came into being, hunter-naturalist
Stanley White Baker had opined that ‘the love of sport was inherent in most
Englishmen, and whether in the chase, or with rod and gun, they far excel all other
nations. In fact, the definition of this cannot be understood by many foreigners...he
hunts for the pot; and by Englishmen alone is the glorious feeling shared of true and
manly sport. The character of the nation is beautifully displayed in all our rules for
hunting, shooting fishing and fighting: a feeling of fair-play pervades every
amusement. Who would shoot a hare in form...net a trout... hit a man when down? A
Frenchman would do all these things, and might be no bad fellow... after all, it would
be his way of doing it. His notion would be to make use of an advantage when
opportunity offered. He would think it folly to give the hare a chance of running
when he could shoot her sitting; he would make an excellent dish of all the trout he
could snare; and as to hitting his man when down, he would think it madness to allow
his to get up again until he had put him hors de combat by jumping on him. Their

notions of sporting and our then, widely differ; they take every advantage, while we
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give every advantage; they delight in the certainty of killing while our pleasure
consists in the chance of the animal escaping’. *

In other words, the ethnocentric sporting ‘code’ had absolved the “selective”
game killers of moral criticism. Members who owned large collections were quick to
point out that they were obtained in the ‘proper’ manner expected of the ‘true’
sportsman. Abel Chapman’s big game collection was not achieved, he stressed,
without due effort and commitment; musing over this substantial collection, Chapman
asked rhetorically whether the ‘Big-Game of Affica are so easy to get? The memory
of a thousand failures and bitter despair negates that solution’, #

Nevertheless, Chapman exhibited an commendable equanimity on “blank days”.
Indeed, his ‘finest ever hunting day’ resulted in no game but he still enjoyed ‘these
glorious wilds under the most favourable conditions...I am happy and satisfied with
my glorious fortnight’. * He concluded that the many trophies which adorned his
country house were the results of a contest borne of a ‘long series of strenuous
endeavour, where we could have no certain fore-knowledge of the prospects of
success or failure’. * In short, for the Society purist, hunting was a redemptive
rather than a “killing” experience.

Consequently, hunting and killing game without due effort compromised the
Society’s ethical ‘code’ of sportsmanship. The unsporting use of the motor-car was
an issue which distinguished the responsible sportsman from the inferior 'dilettante,
According to the former, ‘a man who cannot endure the hardships of the “trek” is no
fit man to be allowed to pit his rifle against the instincts of wild creatures’. %
Unsurprisingly, the Society urged the Colonial Office to ban the use of motor-cars in

the pursuit of game in East Africa colonies,
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It is an enduring paradox of the sporting ‘code’, however, that
self-indulgence can triumph over ethics. Abel Chapman indefensibly shot over five
thousand wildfowl in Southern Spain at the Lucio Grande in one week, arguing that
such excess was a simple response to the massive numbers of birds he found there. *

Chapman’s obsession with hunting the rare and highly-prized Central African
‘Forest-Hog’~ on the basis that no white hunter had ever acquired one - was another
anomaly of the hunter’s ‘code’. ** With refreshing candour, Chapman conceded
that the hunter-naturalists’ ‘bloodthirstiness’ sometimes worked against his more
noble ambitions. *

The Society, however, was more than an association of erring idealists. It
was also a ‘scientific’ organisation which gathered information on game species as
‘animals’ per se, not merely as “objects” for sport. ¥ The description of the Society
by the Earl of Crewe in 1909 as a ‘scientific’ one fitted well into this transitional role
for the hunter.®® As noted by another member, ‘half a century ago, it looked as if we
would develop hunters who knew nothing whatever of anything except hunting,
zoologists who knew life only from museum specimens, and outdoor lovers of nature
who were not competent to make additions to scientific truth, nor yet to deal with
and describe nature in its wilder and more imposing forms, animate and inanimate.
Nowadays, however, we are tending to develop much higher types of all these; and
also a type which includes them all’, *

Amidst the self-congratulatory rhetoric of the Society, however, some
reiterated that the masculine orthodoxy of the hunter would not be lost. This
rationale was taken up by Henry Seton-Karr who asserted that the ‘brothers of the

sporting rifle would continue to kill wild fauna, and in so doing they will learn to
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study and to appreciate the wild life and natural beauty of mountain, field and forest,
which in turn will develop useful and manly qualities of mind and body’. '®

Some members, therefore, became self-designated scientific authorities armed
with the hunter’s and scientist’s tools! Indeed, Abel Chapman considered himself to
be a scientist “in search of facts with binoculars and express rifle’, objects which, he
argued, made a significant contribution to the ‘grandiose programme of South
Kensington® -the cataloguing and classification of imperial game. '

There was logic to Chapman’s boasts. Along with fellow hunter-naturalist
and imperial administrator, Frederick Jackson, both men confidently published ‘the
first’ study of African game birds written explicitly for the layman, in a ‘popular
style... suitable for travellers, colonists and the bird -loving public, to all of whom the
purely scientific works on this subject are incomprehensible’ while Major E. E
Austen, DSO, Deputy Keeper, Entomological Department, British Museum (Natural
History) advised the organisation and published authoritative material on such issues
as the impact of the tsetse fly on African game. '%

Professor Ray Lankester of the Natural History Museum reinforced the
Society’s reputation as a bona fide, scientific group. '® The inter-relationship
between ‘science’ and hunting was made clear by Lankester’s request, in August
1900, for specimens of fauna and flora from soldiers guarding the line of
communication in South Africa. '™ Captain Leathes of the 3rd Yorkshire Regiment
duly responded by asking whether any ‘benefits' might accrue for any consignments
of 'well-preserved skins, fit to 'set-up' in on arrival in England’. ' Hunting,

militarism and science were apparently not inseparable!
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Lankester's colleague and S.P.F.E. member, C.E. Fagan, also worked to
integrate hunting and conservation through his work as Secretary to the Natural
History Museum, treasurer to the International Ornithological Congress, and the
Society for the Promotion of Nature Reserves. '* In 1910, he organised the British
section of the International Sports Exhibition in Vienna, and subsequently
represented Britain at the International Committee for the Protection of Nature in
1913 in London. '

In short, according to one “selective” hunter-naturalist, the ‘true’
hunter-scientist recognised that ‘the pursuit of wild sport was a school for the
training of the mind and body wherein the manly attributes of strength, pluck,
perseverance and endurance are acquired. Such sportsmen have at least added to our
knowledge of wild countries, provided food for minds and material for the pens of
many stay-at-home scientists, and have done equally as much as they in making us
acquainted with the habits of wild game’. '® The ‘hunter’ and *scientist’ were not
mutually exclusive! Despite his status as a protector of wildlife, for example, Harry
H. Johnston shot a previously unrecorded Five-horned giraffe at the Semliki River at
Mt.Elgon in Uganda, a highly-prized trophy which created much excitement within
‘scientific’ circles at the NHM. '®

What all this amounted to was that male-dominated hunting and natural
history was presented, through the Society, to the public as “serious knowledge”.
Thus, rational ‘knowing’ was promulgated through the likes of Abel Chapman's
book, Wild Spain which purported to be a ‘unique’ survey of Spanish fauna never
previously undertaken by the hunter-naturalist while Major Cuthbert Christy and

Harry Hamilton Johnston radically improved the data on the Central African gorilla
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which was thought to occupied Gaboon and Cameroons until a specimen was shot in
the Northern Congo in 1904, 1

The classification of new game species by Society members ensured that their
expertise was validated and accepted as universal. In October 1901, future executive
Society member, Clement Hill wrote from the Foreign Office to Professor Ray
Lankester at the NHM proclaiming the discovery of a new species of antelope in the
Uganda Protectorate. ' Hill produced an extract from a letter to the F.O. by a
Major Forbes of the Uganda Rifles written on 13th August 1901, stating that, ‘the
Wanderobbs brought in a few days ago an entirely new species of antelope, an animal
that lives in the Primeval forest, a truly beautiful beast- the female has no horns. This
is evidently the mythical beast of the Wanderobbs. They have for many years told
white men of a forest animal striped like a zebra with horns. This is only the second
of the species that has ever been killed by men, proof of the extraordinary cunning
and shyness of the beast. I suppose it will be known as 'Isaacii I'“not a very sporting
name, rather synagoguish! Yet Isaac is a sportsman for all that’, ''?

Engaging the attention of academics fitted functionally into the changing
demands of British imperial rule as new administrative imperatives required greater
emphases on cooperation and integration with indigenous cultures. As Britain’s
imperial role became more uncertain and subject to greater scrutiny, the Society felt
confident enough to castigate the army for its profligate consumption of Treasury
funds for punitive expeditions against African peoples, monies, they suggested, which
could have been used to ‘broaden scientific, imperial knowledge’. '

It should be noted that another sea-change was under way - a shift in the

concept of ‘game’ to that of ‘wildlife’ and a move from the notion of ‘preservation’
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to that of ‘conservation’."* These conceptual issues were germane to the problems
posed by former “imperial sportsgrounds”, developments which preoccupied the
Society in the years after 1918.""* The fate of the Burmese Rhinocerous Sondaicus
illustrated the low priority given to animal ‘conservation’ rather than ‘preservation’,
in the aftermath of the Great War. This parlous situation was only assuaged by
persistent and drawn-out coercion by the Society which induced the Burmese
Government to introduce sanctuaries for the Rhinoceros. ''® The creation of the
Chamranragor Sanctuary at Mysore in India was one manifestation of similar
pressure from concerned Society officials. "’

Given its increasing influence within the new ‘conservation’ movement, the
Society extended its influence during the 1920s to consider the plight of game in
countries as diverse as diverse as Russia and Mexico and even approached the
League of Nations to effect greater protection for the African elephant. ' The
growing diversity of the Society's work now included interest in the operation of the
game laws in any part of the empire and infc;rmation on endangered species including
the diseases which attack wild fauna, the relations of insect life to wild fauna and data
on the tsetse fly and big game. '*

To help it carry out its widening remit, it was believed that ‘men on the spot’
were best Nplaced to promote continuity of action. With its own game wardens in
Kenya, tlie Society enforced the ‘absolute’ ‘conservation’ of the giraffe and dik-dik
during the mid 1920s and maintained close contact with its wardens in Uganda and
Tanganyika to effect similar controls over other threatened species. '

To maintain continuity, it was essential that the Society exerted political

influence over national governments where game existed. Consequently, the
418



emergence of the S.P.F.E. in the far East, in particular, was necessary if a number of
threatened species were to survive. Hunter-naturalist, T.R. Hubback was duly
employed by the Society to lobby the new Malaysian Government’s Wildlife
Commission which examined wildlife policies in the country between 1928 and
1932.'' The ambivalence of the preservationist-hunter, however, was exposed by
Hubback’s two hunting trips to Alaska during the 1920s in search of ‘adventure and
big game’. ' Again, ‘conservation’ was wedded to hunting|

By the late 1920s, Hubback still found time to report that the Malay
government was reluctant to provide financial support for game preservation which
resulted in a request for the appointment of a game-warden to oversee British
initiatives organised through the S.P.F.E. '® Reiterating the hunter-naturalists
responsibility for game “management”, Hubback claimed that ‘the preservation of
wildlife is a duty which should not be undertaken solely by the state®. '*

To promote its political message, the Society organised a number of informal
‘conferences’ with ex-Governors of Provinces in India. '* The appearance of the
S.P.F.E at the 1935 United Provinces Game Preservation Society Wildlife
Conference at Delhi emphasised the importance of the group’s international standing
in Eastern wildlife policy, a necessary development given the destabilised political
climate. 1%

One manifestation of this change in outlook was the need for greater
international co-operation on game preservation between former imperial powers and
their colonies. ' One example of this was a Deputation from the S.P.F.E. made up
of Peter Chalmers Mitchell, Secretary Zoological Society of London, Sir Sidney

Harmer, Director of Natural History Departments, British Museum, Edward G B
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Meade-Waldo, Member of the Council of Zoological Society of London and Captain
Peter B Vanderbyl, Robert Page and Clive W. Hobley; this group consulted with the
High Commissioner of the Union of South Africa over the proposed destruction of
wild game by throwing open certain Game Reserves in Zululand as a means of
overcoming the disease carried by the tsetse-fly, '

The Society’s working relationship with governments in North Africa was
enhanced by Arthur L. Butler, ‘Superintendent’ of the Game Department Sudan
from 1917 until 1921. Working from the Kedah House in the Ghizeh Zoological
Gardens in Egypt, Butler laid the groundwork for new game Preservation Ordinances
as well as sending and receiving specimens and information from British museums. '*

Being the first 'Superintendent’ of the Sudan Wild Animal Department at
Khartoum, Butler was able to hunt any specimens from the region required by the
Natural History Museum - Butler was both ‘conservationist’ and ‘hunter’! '** Indeed,
his efficacious approach to conservation brought about a new list of completely
protected species such as the wild ass, zebra, ostrich, shoe-bill and hornbill and
secretary bird and placed ‘bag-limits’ on pelicans, flamingos, storks and herons, '**

Society colleague, Abel Chapman, was busy at this time championing of the
protection of the white rhinoceros in the Sudan while berating overzealous French
collectors who were still killing certain rare animals for museum purposes. "2
Consequently, Chapman complained to the Foreign and Colonial Offices and the

Sudanese Game Warden about French expeditions which were still killing the

endangered White Rhino and Grant's Eland. '
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Chapman’s condemnation of foreign hunters was not limited to French
hunters. He also remained sceptical of German ‘naturalists’ and hunters who were
part of an ‘alien intrusion' of ‘British Science’. ** He eventually resigned his
membership of the British Ornithologists' Union in disgust at the Germanic influence
within the association, a form of ‘truckling to the Hun' which Chapman regarded as
'repulsive and humiliating’. 1*

The S.P.F.E were understandably cautious about German hunters in Africa,
particularly in the former colony of Tanganyika, which was lost to Britain in 1919.1%
However, given the need to reduce internecine problems between imperial powers to
secure wildlife preservation, German involvement was welcomed by Harry H.
Johnston who supported German efforts towards preservation which he viewed as
‘sincere and effective’. ¥ In at least one other regard, Anglo-German relations
found common ground: the numerous exhibition of sporting trophies in the inter-war
by both Germany and Britain were, for some, potent symbols of their respective,
virile imperialistic heritage and aspirations. '**

It is worth noting that the changing imperatives of imperial wildlife
management during the inter-war period were accompanied by wider, societal
changes in the way hunting fitted into definitions of national identity and masculinity.
Thus, the group’s orientation towards international co-operation reflected a new
spirit of 'national consciousness', which, according to The Spectator, had made the
crude imperialism of earlier times seem childish and out of date’. '* Accordingly, the
‘old-spirit of patriotism and flag-waving has given place to a new spirit in which we
recognise that we have much to learn and gain from other countries...together with a

new understanding of what it means to be English’, ¥
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A clear parallel, then, can be drawn between the decline of imperialism and
the culture of the big game hunter. Indeed, the inter-war period has been depicted as
a transitional period when 'Englishness' was re-fashioned into a newly ‘youthful and
feminine’ nation whose popular culture depended less on imperialism and jingoism
and more introverted domesticity. '*

One manifestation of this transition was a redefinition of “adventure” to mean
the challenge of the “physical” and the “outdoors” without recourse to the killing of
animals. Consequently, there was, according to some sources, a move away from the
‘adventurous’ masculinity on which hunting depended. The anthropomorphic stories
in the Boys Own Annual of 1938 depicted this ‘softening’ transition depicted in such
titles such as ‘An Elephant Round Up and the Kruger National Park’, ‘In Nature's
Realm’, and the ‘Hare and the Rabbit’. '

Similarly, The Spectator also discerned a ‘slump in adventure’ which
inhibited the search for exotic forms adventure among young men. ** Traditionally, it
declared, young men had relied heavily on Kipling or Brooke, but now adventure in
the ‘grand old manner is obsolete... the spirit of ‘restlessness, formerly a prerequisite
of good citizenship, had diminished now that geographical discovery and territorial
annexation had discontinued’. '*

It was a shift reflected in the Society’s hierarchy and, in 1924, Peter Chalmers
-Mitchell, an uncompromising conservationist, replaced Edward North Buxton as
Chairman of the S.P.F.E.; his insistence that more imperial game be placed on the
protected list and should not be shot for sporting purposes marked a sea-change in

attitudes within some sections of the Society, %
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The purpose of hunting was the subject of a public debate at the Museums
Association in London on 24th July, 1924 when S.P.F.E. Secretary, C.W Hobley,
expressed ways in which hunting had evolved to incorporate the changing moral
imperatives of wildlife management in the twentieth century. ' Agreeing that ‘the
destruction of creatures of a lower type by those of a higher mental development’
was in accordance with general evolutionary principles, Hobley argued that
contemporary hunting had shaken off its evolutionary ‘necessity’ and that a ‘love of
wild life has sprung up in civilised man, and although sport conducted on a
reasonable and fair basis is not condemned, the right of a species to exist in areas
which may be set aside for the purpose is fully conceded. The feeling is growing that
it is more meritorious to photograph and observe living game than to slaughter it, and
I can foresee the approach of a time when the killing of wild game, except for
scientific purposes, will be considered an uncivilised act: but that is not yet’. ¥
Hobley’s elegant appraisal of hunting was important because it questioned the
application of Darwinism as a basis for sport hunting. The urge to hunt, however,
was strong, and, despite his strong conservationist principles, Hobley was known to
have shot a ‘record’ Hartebeest. '*

Later, Stephen H. Prater, the Society’s senior naturalist, optimistically
declared that ‘a gradual change’ had developed in attitudes towards imperial game
and, encouraged by a rise in education through the work of the Society, new
standards of responsibility had presented a bulwark to the ‘wanton destruction of
wild life’. ' This amelioration, he continued, was part of the “spirit of the age’
which encouraged ‘discovery and research’ and fostered a ‘widespread and intelligent

recognition of the immense value to man of wildlife... While considerable data has
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been accumulated by the study of dead specimens in museums, the “whence, how and
where” of his existence which Man is seeking to discover cannot be discovered by
these means alone. The study of the living creature under the natural conditions of its
natural environment is equally important’.'*

The Society, then, was faced with the issue of how Britain’s imperial prestige
could be displayed without emphasising the ‘stuffed’ animal trophy. **' Some
members pointed out that a general lack of interest in field sports and the growth of
‘competitive games’ had undermined the moral values traditionally associated with
big game hunting, *** The mores associated with the imperial ideal, so the argument
went, were less compatible with gaudy, outdated ‘trophies’ and more reliant on the
educational potential of museums and zoos; thus, ‘the anatomical relations of the
various groups will not rouse the imagination of a child or young adult, but the
utilisation by lecturers of excellent nature films now being produced will rouse
enthusiasm, and bring home to both young and old the precious character of the
marvellous assemblages of wild life’. '**

It was a moral message trumpeted by Chairman, the Earl of Onslow, who
claimed that ‘the more one sees of the workings of the Society, the more does the
necessity become apparent of an organisation of this kind in all countries where there
is game to be preserved. The whole world is becoming so speedily opened up to
travellers, traders, tourists and settlers, and so much uncultivated land is coming
under the plough that unless some more or less drastic measures are taken to
preserve the distinctive fauna it must obviously disappear entirely’. 1%

The erosion of big-game shooting as essential baggage for the “imperialist”

became more evident as the sport became increasingly ‘unfashionable’ in some
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quarters. '* Even ‘shooting big game in the name of science' was questioned by the
normally supportive Field sporting newspaper. '* The collecting or shooting of
unusual or rare game was now anathema to the responsible sportsman-naturalist. The
notion of gorillas, for example, as a “object” fit for hunting was now viewed with
scepticism. '7 It was view shared by Harry H. Johnston who had argued that
scientific literature on imperial sport must not encourage the adventurous 'sportsman’
from acquiring rarer game such as the gorilla, bongo or white rhino, '**

The automatic assumption that big game hunting was a ‘manly’ recreation
was now under threat. Erstwhile ‘shot’, Lord Cranworth, while admitting that
hunting entailed hardships, unpleasant food, fever, shortage of water and hostile wild
natives, now argued that the ‘mischievous propensities of imperfectly known wild
beasts’ had been considerably exaggerated. *°

Cranworth’s assertion was given greater credence by the passing of a
generation of iconic hunters. Between 1919-1928, a pantheon of best ‘guns’ passed
away, including Edward North Buxton, Abel Chapman, Lord Walsingham, Heatley
Noble, Sir Edmund Loder, Earl Grey, R H Rimmington-Wilson, Major C H Shard

and Capt. W.G. Ambrose ' The cessation of Baily’s Magazine in 1926 compounded

the sense of transition and illustrated how far the image of the “great white hunter”,
had lost currency.

The inability of the S.P.F.E. to attract Dr. W.T. Calman, the Keeper of
Zoology at the Natural History Museum, was a blow to those who sought greater
assimilation with other agencies. In February 1931, Colonel Robert W, Hingston
wrote on behalf of the Society to Dr. Calman asking him to join forces with the

group. ' The author reminded Dr. Calman that the British Museum was *widely
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represented' within the group and felt ‘sure that you must be in sympathy with its
aims... we are at the moment making a push to put things on a sound basis in Affica,
and have submitted to H.M. Government a scheme of ten large National Parks for the
East and Central African Crown Colonies. It would put the wildlife in Africa on a
fairly sound footing. Of course, we are anxious to have behind these efforts as large a
body of leading scientific opinion as possible...your name and prestige would greatly
strengthen the cause’. ' A hesitant Dr. Calman replied ‘I have much interest in and
much sympathy with the Society for the Preservation of the Fauna of the Empire and
I am constantly making reports to the Trustees on matters with which it deals’. '
That Dr. Calman declined the offer to join the Society, however, confirmed that he
was unwilling to fully support the Society while it remained, in part, in the hands of
the hunting elite.

Arguably, Dr. Calman’s reluctance may have reflected the fact that hunting
still took place within the colonies and that British efforts towards game conservation
had not gone far enough. To be sure, exalted cultural stereotypes associated with
hunting still lingered on in some quarters. Hunting ‘records’ and imperial hunting
adventures, such as J.A. Hunter’s ‘Adventure in Africa’, and J. Corbett, ‘Adventure
in India’ were still in evidence, while heated debates about how to measure shot
tigers rekindled former imperial glories | ' In short, some still clung tenaciously to a
belief in the imperial sportsman and the values he represented. Despite the moves to
discredit hunting ‘trophies’ as legitimate spoils of empire, exhibitions such as the
Empire Exhibition of 1924 and the numerous international trophy exhibitions of the

inter-war years perpetuated their symbolic and cultural importance. '**
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Moreover, there were ‘naturalists’ within the Society who refused to distance
themselves from the hunter-naturalist ideal. According to Dr. Fraser Darling, one of
the Society’s principal naturalists in the 1930s, ‘it was a gross exaggeration® to blame
the sportsman for the disappearance of certain types of wild game - rather, he is one
of the most potent factors towards preservation. This dose not mean that I do not
deplore it, but I do feel that sportsmen and those people naturally opposed to such
pursuits have a common ground for co-operation’. '® It was a magnanimous view
shared by S.P.F.E. President, the Earl of Onslow who asserted that the Society
would never interfere with ‘reasonable and legitimate sport - we regard legitimate
sport as in the interests of game because no sportsman would be foolish enough to
contemplate the destruction or extinction of big game. The great enemy of proper
sportsmen is the poacher...we need educated public opinion and legislation in each
country. The objects of this Society are to educate public opinion and to bring
forward the need for the preservation of animals’. '’ In short, he later suggested, it
was the ‘true’ hunter-naturalist who remained the ‘greatest asset to game
preservation'. '

How were hunter-naturalists to reconcile the strong motivation to hunt with
the increasingly vociferous demands of the ‘conservationist’? One answer lay in
replacing the gun with the camera. Indeed, the shooting of game with the camera
rather than the gun was one important aspect of the amelioration in attitudes towards
imperial wildlife in the early twentieth century. ' It was a transition actively
encouraged within the Society. The transformation of Edward North Buxton from
hunter to wildlife photographer perfectly encapsulated this more enlightened and

pragmatic aspect of conservation. By substituting his gun for the camera, Buxton
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was applauded for becoming the ‘first person of repute having the courage to stand
before a snobbish public and proclaim that the best sport for a man of cultured mind
is the snap-shooting with a camera, rather than the pumping of lead into elephants,
rhinoceroses, antelopes, zebras and many other harmless, beautiful or rare beasts and
birds’. '™

Buxton’s ameliorative efforts with the camera clearly influenced other Society
members and many of his colleagues also relinquished the gun in favour of
photography. ' Interestingly, Buxton’s renown as a hunter was not compromised
by his growing preference for the camera over the gun and he retained his status as a
‘sportsman’ with the ‘ceaseless energy of a strong man’ until the end of his life. '™
Some members expressed concern over the enervating influence of ‘hunting’ with the

‘bloodless’ camera. Dennis Lyell, for example, asserted that the camera might usurp

the essential authenticity of the hunt. ' In time, however, he too gradually conceived
the hunting experience in terms of the ‘Protection of Big Game’ rather than its
extermination. '™

Grasping the importance of the camera for conservation, the Society sent
Andrew Vernay and Colonel John Faunthorpe to photograph specimens of game
animals from the Plains of India in May, 1923 for the New York Natural History
Museum. '™ It was an initiative which caught the public’s imagination and some
years later, Colonel James Stevenson-Hamilton discerned an ‘astonishing change in
public sentiment towards wild life during recent years. Today we see everywhere the
camera replacing the rifle more and more, and a good photograph is regarded as a

finer trophy than a pair of horns’, '
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The movement to photograph rather than kill game emerged from
developments in the United States, where standards of sportsmanship acquired within
clubs such as the '‘Boone and Crockett' dictated greater emphasis on the conservation
ethic. '”7 It was a rationale which was to have a profound effect on the life of hunter
turned conservationist, Major Arthur Radclyffe-Dugmore. After a conventional
upper-middle class childhood - described by as ‘a very strict and valuable education
in the use of firearms from my father’ - Radclyffe- Dugmore set about hunting
imperial wildlife with relish. '™

As a child and young man, he regarded shooting as the marker of manhood
which separated ‘real’ men from ‘effeminate’ men: indeed, those who did not shoot
were considered ‘very inferior...they were, in fact, unmanly’. '™ For the intrepid
wildlife-photographer, so the argument went, camera-hunting was a more
appropriate ‘right of passage’ than mere shooting which, according to a repentant
Radclyffe-Dugmore, was no more than a ‘a boy’s sport’, ¥

In his youth, Radclyffe-Dugmore shot game in Northern Africa, Algeria and
Morocco where he consolidated his passion for guns and the ‘kill’ However, a
gradual deepening interest in ornithology had a marked effect on his approach to
natural history and field sports. Moreover, the ‘emasculation’ of hunting through
transport, better access roads and super-efficient rifles turned Radclyffe-Dugmore
against shooting game. Consequently, he turned to wildlife protection and the ‘more
challenging and dangerous “sport” of camera-hunting’. ¢

By his early twenties, Radclyffe-Dugmore abhorred shooting for sport, even
for scientific purposes, preferring instead to photograph “Natures subjects”,

particularly birds and big game. '* “Stalking” game with a camera, he asserted,
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required greater skill than conventional game shooting since no protection was
afforded by the rifle; moreover, the photographer usually had to get closer to his
subject to obtain a good ‘shot’. ' Rather than alienate the conventional
‘sportsman’, Radclyffe-Dugmore looked to win him over by reference to this ‘clean
and wholesome’ sport without a ‘close-season’ which had the vicarious advantage of
bringing pleasure to others unable to travel to exatic locations. ** ‘The excitement
and interest of the bloodless hunting of wild creatures with the camera’, he enthused,
‘takes the place of firearm with the result that I derive pleasure undreamed of by
those who shoot. Not only pleasure but the thrills of the chase are intensified greatly
and in addition there is delight to be had from watching animals and birds in their
natural state living their lives in the country which is their birthright. For
camera-hunting means endless watching and this results in seeing much that is missed
when shooting’. '

Although there was logic in this argument, some hunters condemned the
flash-photography of big game because it created anxiety in quarry species which
subsequently made them more ‘difficult to stalk’. '

Radclyffe-Dugmore was a self-styled ‘man’s man® without the ‘gun’® whose
exploits converted ‘many other’ former hunters. '*” As early as the first decade of the
twentieth century, photographic images were popular with hunter-naturalists such as
James McNeil who ‘shot’ with both camera and gun.'*® His photograph of a charging
bull elephant was considered to be the finest ‘close-up’ of a dangerous animal in a
wild environment, '*

S.P.F.E. member, Arthur Blayney Perceval also photographed and shot game

in equal measure, hunting African plain’s game with gun and camera in Kenya
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between 1901 and 1939. '* In his early years as a junior Warden, he fulfilled the
expected criteria of a British hunter-naturalist being ‘young, active and keen, a
fearless rider, inured to hardships, a complete stranger to all ideas of comfort a good
sportsman and naturalist’. '*!

Paradoxically, he was drawn to conservation through the “killing” of wildlife,
an ambiguity made clear by his confession that he shot over two hundred lions in this
way during his time as a Warden in Kenya; he even chased lions on horseback before
shooting them - a practice which contravened the sportsmans’ ‘code’! '

The monotony of destroying wildlife, however, turned Blayney-Perceval
against hunting with the gun. ‘Live animals’, he insisted, ‘were far more interesting
than dead ones.” ' ‘If interested in animals and their habits,” he suggested, ‘the
camera may afford you more satisfaction than the rifle and photography will make
greater demands on your stalking abilities.” '*

Others went further. Colonel Sir John L. Sleeman strongly advocated the

substitution of camera for the gun and articulated his satisfaction at changing from

hunter to photographer in his book, From Rifle to Camera: the Reformati

195

Big-Game Hunter (1947).

The support of widely-published S.P.F.E. member, Harry Hamilton Johnston,
was a useful addition to photography advocates. Johnston encouraged photography,
art and natural history instead of hunting in preparing the young for the demands of
imperial life. Even ‘Eton boys’, he lectured, ‘must be taught not to hunt hares (which
should be bred for food and humanely killed) or defenceless fallow deer, but to
pursue both the camera and the notebook. Then when he grows up to be a soldier or

administrator, a representative of Britain beyond the seas, he will not thirst to destroy
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all the big-game and game birds within his reach, nor stand by un-protesting when
backward races are being driven to desperation, or uneatable egrets, terns and
trogons are shot wholesale for the decoration of women's heads’. '*

In short, hunting with the camera or gun, was part of a wider “scarch for
order”. Masculine identity was now maintained by “challenging” game by the use of
the camera. Whatever medium was employed, the period hunter-naturalist exerted a
considerable influence on the direction of conservation. It was the ‘morality’ of the
hunter which effected the beginnings of big game conservation which resulted in
practical legislation.

Of course, throughout this ‘transition’ in masculinity, the hunter-naturalist
remained self-controlled- and in control! According to one member, ‘human
progress was now linked to an increasing appreciation of beauty in Nature... the
preservation of the world's fauna and flora should be an article of primal
importance...in parish, national, imperial and international councils - as part of true
religion, of intellectual stimulus and desire for knowledge’. '’ Certainly, the men of
the society saw themselves as ‘visionary men within a virile British empire’ who had
effected ‘ordered progress’ towards wildlife conservation whilst upholding the moral
imperatives associated with hunting. '** Through their efforts, the sporting ‘code’ was
realised in institutional and legislative form. To be sure, his and his sort represented

the genesis of sportsmanship - and sustainable conservation,
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‘Studying the relationship between the West and its dominated cultural
‘others’ is not just a way of understanding an unequal relationship between unequal
interlocutors, but also a point of entry into studying the formation and meaning of
Western cultural practices themselves... The persistant disparity in power between
the west and non-West must be taken into account if we are accurately to understand
the cultural forms of ethnographic and historical discourse’. ' The evidence
presented here suggests that a survey of hunting during the age of High Imperialism
can a contribution to this historical discourse. Given the cultural significance of
hunting, a case is made for the wider importance of sports history as a meaningful
element of “history”.

Here, emphasis has been given to the cultural values associated with the
‘country gentleman’. John Mackenzie, has asserted that the preferred recreation of
the ‘country gentleman’ - his hunting sports - are disappearing as the values
associated with imperialism have gone out of fashion. * Similarly, according to
Jeffrey Richards, the ideology of the ‘country gentleman’ is now defunct and his
behaviour the object of derision - he is, in short, a subject fit for historians, 3

Thus, within the cultural context of field sports, the concept of the gentleman
has been an influential idea associated with both formal and informal socialisation in
British and imperial society. The ideal has contributed to the definition inter alia of
masculinity and femininity and it has shaped gender relations. Indeed, the very
possession of “leisure time” defined the period, country gentleman. For the ‘several
thousand people who have nothing to do during seven days in the week’, hunting
was, according to one sardonic observer, a matter of significance: after all, the British

have usually able to persuade themselves of the serious moral purpose behind their
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enjoyable pursuits.  As observed by one Late Victorian proponent, ‘a fox, although
useless in its self, was a thousand pounds worth of health courage, manliness and
good-fellowship, things of the highest value to the country’. *

In short, hunting was an important aspect of male socialization for the significant
minority which shaped Britain’s imperial destiny - and “British” national identity.

The moral significance of hunting was underpinned by its “biological
potentials”. Simply, the killing of other life forms was one example of the way in
which “biological potentials” were ‘exaggerated’ to promote imperial success. ¢
Moreover, prowess with the gun or in the hunting field demonstrated and confirmed
access to those cultural activities which conferred unquestionable manhood since the
unequivocal definition of manhood was closely connected to these activities.
Unsurprisingly, successful hunters were, according to the period cognoscenti, the
apotheosis of “ideal manhood”. 7 This high caste mark was dependent on the the
participant successfully testing himself in a difficult environment and ‘mastering’ his
‘prey’ - a visible marker of ‘competent masculinity’.

Here, hunting has been presented as an integral part of the cultural
ascendancy of white, socially and economically powerful men - an indicator of social
and gender prestige. This recreation was an emotional preparation - for personal
assertion in life, for success in imperial spheres and complemented the notion that
men did not inherit manhood through biological composition - manhood through
hunting had to earned and validated by other men.®

The period hunter, therefore, was a self-designated icon who had a particular
world view defined by attitude, motivation and affiliation, His hunting obsession

reflected a natural, redemptive and ‘elemental’ desire of the ‘predatory hunter’, This
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concept, according to Lee and DeVore, formed a central tenet of a ‘hunting
hypothesis’, an idea germane to the issues considered here. ® It was necessary, of
course, for the hunter to ‘discard comfort and ease when hunting...one relapsed into
elemental man’, a view shared by another ‘shot’ who contended that hunting was
simply ‘part of the strong instincts of self-survival’. '°

It was an ‘instinct” which impelled even ‘conservationists’ to shoot wildlife in
the name of sport. Sir Peter Scott, after shooting his first stag at Inverewe in the
Scottish Highlands, commented that he was only an ‘uninhibited hunter answering
quite simply, the urge to kill’.! This ‘yearning’ found ample opportunity for full
expression with the added attraction of testing man’s ‘fitness for survival’ within a
period of changing gender definitions. Major A.LR. Glasfurd, for example,
disenchanted with his onerous administrative military duties in the 1890s admitted
that he was ‘most alive’ when hunting dangerous game alone, a sport which gave
purpose and meaning to his subaltern’s existence: ‘I was a man, ere these dull bonds
of servitude began; And, wild in woods, a happy savage ran. "> Glasfurd’s peer,
Captain John Madden espoused the virtues of the ‘hunting instinct, which had
descended from primeval times as part of man’s savage nature. We see this hunting
propensity illustrated every day in “sporting tastes” which are part of man’s nature
and which neither time, education, business or family life have been able to eradicate
in any class of the community. Nor should this instinct be regarded as degrading by
the moralist - the world’s greatest men have been amongst the keenest
sportsmen...the youth who is insensible to the joys of the chase or to the attractions
of the field or stream is seldom one destined to play a great part in the world’s

history’. 13
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Although the period hunter’s masculinity was ‘hegemonic’, it is over
simplistic to suggest that it was also ‘one-dimensional’. By the early twentieth
century, the image of the big-game hunter could no longer be easily categorised as
one who contested wild game in a “fight to the death” since the principal protagonists
were evolving preservationists who regarded the interests of game as paramount! In
short, the often jaundiced notion of the ‘great white hunter’, should not necessarily
be viewed in isolation from other facets of the hunting experience. As made explicitly
clear by Hamish Wallace, the current Honorary Secretary of the Shikar Club, its
members are ‘conservationists as well as hunters’. * By locating masculinity in
different contexts during the course of changing imperial demands and expectations,
it has been suggested here that masculinity was an adaptable and flexible range of
behaviours linked to the changing social, material and cultural conditions of life. "

In other words, the ‘masculinity’ of the ‘predatory hunter’ can also be viewed
in terms of redemption, aesthetics and even ‘preservation’. Modern ‘conservation’,
therefore, owed little to anthropomorphic impulses and more to the ‘moral’ code of
ethical sportsmen and their allegiance to a ‘sporting code’. Certainly, the morality of
field sports and big game hunting were never subsumed within sentimentality but
remained a pragmatic response to changing circumstances. The superiority of the
imperial ideal, however, was never lost sight of. In 1909, The Times, confidently
declared that the increase in men’s power and knowledge was evidence of his innate
superiority over animals - ‘to be used by men for whatever purpose, a view in
contrast to the “disillusions” who promulgates the notion of man’s insignificance’ and
dismisses his achievements. ' In this view, the hunter, as part of the ‘advanced stage

of civilisation’, challenged nature in a ‘struggle for survival’ in which he
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reconstructed the ‘hunter-gatherer’ idea. The imperialist’s hunting prowess was then
promulgated as evidence of his “fitness to rule’.

It was a notion encouraged by hunter-proselytisers concerned at human
unhappiness based on a ‘misguided and progressive severance of all roots that bind
men to the soil’. 7 “If every angler or “shot” taught one boy to hunt, according to
one devotee, he would help him return to nature, requiring quicker senses and
physical endurance - the young sportsman, in this view, ‘must re-enter an arena in
which life depends on liveliness of sense and fitness to survive’. '*

This doctrine was contested by period Humanitarians such as Henry Salt and
the Humanitarian League which challenged the assumption that the violent
appropriation of wildlife in the name of sport enhanced Britain’s ‘manhood’.
Moreover, they dismissed the notion of the ‘hunter-warrior’ and his values as being
part of the natural order of the ‘survival of the fittest’. The selective use of
Darwinian theory and terminology by the hunting community, however, undermined
the Humanitarian cause as it was an ‘effective way to lend a veneer of scientific
credibility to what before could have been dismissed as mere supposition- and an
effective way to castigate churchmen and humanitarians who were progressively
losing support in an increasingly science-conscious Victorian society’. ¥

Humanitarian strategies were clearly undermined by attractions of hunting for
the social and economic elite. For reformists, the manliness associated with hunting
was linked explicitly to the upper classes who had the time and money to develop
skills with gun and hound. Consequently, hunting enabled ‘well-heeled’ men to
mobilise a range of resources in a greater range of material domains. Membership of

Edwardian hunting societies such as the Shikar Club signified an advanced degree of
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manhood based on both achievement in the field and the political, social and
economic power of and corresponding confidence of advantaged men. Then, as
today, the economic and social elite who made up the Shikar Club were not bounded
by hegemonic work codes or subservient to the laws of the market place or
handicapped by limited resources. In its own eyes, it achieved the dignity of a
privileged manhood and personal worth through the challenge of the natural world.

The affluent Victorian hunter-naturalist was able to display the results of his
labour to the wider public through museums - a ‘spectacle’ of masculinity! * He
therefore, ‘valued his trophies by the labour expended, the difficulties overcome, and
the dangers faced in obtaining them. They are men who recognise in the pursuit of
wild sport a school for the training of the mind and body wherein the manly attributes
of strength, pluck, perseverance and endurance are acquired. These men are always
prepared to stake their own lives against those of the beasts they encounter. Such
sportsmen have at least added to our knowledge of wild countries, provided food for
minds and material for the pens of may stay-at-home scientists, and have done equally
as much as they in making us acquainted with the habits of wild game.’ #

In modern society, many collections have been left stranded and reinvented
as a common inheritance of changing global ecosystems in contrast from politically
divided, imperial world from which they emerged - an obsolete world deserving of

scholarly attention from ‘mainstream’ and sports historians alike!
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Comrespondence between Manchester Museum and Lord Egerton
15/1/1905- museum thanking Egerton for loan of O dalli

17/1/1905- to curator from Egerton- Rowland Ward instructed to mount Kenya
Bushbuck

12/1/1908- to museum from Egerton asking if museum would like to borrow Ovis
dalli specimen

17/1/1908- to museum from Egerton- thanking for musuem borrowing mountain
sheep until home is enlarged

8/2/1909- to Egerton from Director- thanks for loan of Ovis dalli

20/9/1920- to curator from CG Cowan (Egerton’s agent)- case of sheep sent from
British Columbia to museum

13/1/1921- to William Tattersall from Egerton- asking if sheep heads have arrived

20/5/1921- to W Tattersall from Tatton Park Estate office- aranging delivery of
sheep

24/5/1921 to Egerton from Keeper- thanking for loan of Ovis stonei

11911922~ to Egerton from Keeper- thanking for Mouflon, cormorants & sheep heads
on loan

9/9/1922- to TA Coward from Egerton - sending Sardinian Mouflon and 2 cormorants i
from Rostheme (drowned in nets) o

26/7/1923- to TA Coward from Egerton- thanking for reprint on phytoplankton of
Rostheme Mere

28/1/1925- to Egerton from Keeper- thanking for Bush-buck specimen- id in question
13/4/1925- to Keeper From Egerton- receipt of Bush-buck

28/4/1925- to Egerton from Keeper- id verified as Tragelaphus Heywoodi by Coward
41511925~ to Egerton from Keeper- thanking for loan of heads

31/5/1925- to Keeper from Egerton- Ovis dalli, Rangifer osborni, Moose arrived at
museum

10/9/1925- to Keeper from British Museum (JG Dollmand)- note to accompany
Rousettus leachi fruit bats coll. By Lord Egerton on Mount Elgon (British East Africa)

19/6/1931- to curator from Egerton- asking for scientific names of list of mammals

417/1931- to Egerton from Keeper- latin names of British races of mammals provided
for Egerton

18/12/1945- to Sayce from Egerton- info on buzzard trapped on Tatton
19/6/1950- to Sayce from Egerton- given order to R Ward to set up male red lechwe
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L N



1214

S e g g At i s

in case (for museum)

20/6/1950- to Egerton from Paul [Sayce?]- thanks for lechwe donation

Specimens from Lord Egerton (from Mammal Accession book)

Entries below are >accession no. >date accessioned >identification >and comments

'A.45 [23/6/1921] Ovis stonei (Bighom Sheep) (on loan) Lord Egerton’

‘A.953 [17/9/1922] Mouflon Ovis musimo Sardinia Sept 00 Lord Egerton’

"A.971 23/1/11925] Bushbuck Kenya Colony Lord Egerton’ -

A.972-A.974- 15/5/1925 Ovis canadensis, Rngifer tarandrus osborni Alces
americana- from Yukon and N Brit Columbia (moose) on loan from Lord Egerton

A.978 11/9/1925- 6 Roussetus fruit bats from Mt Elgon Kenya, Lord Egerton
A.986-A.988 20/12/1926 Jumping Hare, Mongoose, Cama Fox [sic.] Kenya Colony

-~

A.990-A.991 14/11/1927 Lithocranus walleri (mtd), Redunca redunca cottoni
(Egerton’s no. 31) (mtd) Kenya Colony

A.1017-A.1018 17/1/1930 Gazella dama ruficollis male and female Darfur, Sudan
A.1048 23/11/1932 Ourebia pitmani Ruxton Kagera R, Tangar (on loan)

A.1084-A_1085 9/7/1936 male and female Hunting Dog Lycaon pictus Njoro Kenya
(diary nos. 482.42, 482.43)

A.1086 9/7/1936 Rhyncotragus cavendishi L Eimenteita Kenya diary no. 288.48
A.1093-A.1098 19/1/1937 Tragelaphus angasi rqale. femgle, juv, Zululand; .
Damaliscus pygargus Bredasdorp, Cape; Damaliscus albifrons, Orange Free State;
Damaliscus korrigum Tiang Sudan Egerton diary nos. 426.84,85,92,37,78 -
A.1111-A.1117 28/9/1937 Neotragus moschatus male and female, Zanzibar, Galago
crassicaudatus Zanzibar; Colobus kirkii Kirk’s Colobus, male, female and juvenile,

Zanzibar, 1935 (nos. 472/3240,20,10,22,18,17

A_1122-A.1123 Klipspringer L Elementeita 1937; Colobus caudatus, Kenya

A.1128 10/5/1936 Procavia brucei prittwitzi Musoma, Vict. Nyasa 27/1/1935

A.1220-A.1223 5/2/1941 Galago senegalensis moholi, Canis mesomelas male,
female, Hyrax capensis

Note also collection of heads from RH Heath- A.885-A.943- include panther, gau,
nilgai, bear skull, deer heads; also A.1103-A.1109, more of the same- sent as the

ceilings too low in new bungalow.
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E.C.
Wingfield-Stratford, Before the Lamps Went Out London, 1945
E.C.
Wingfield-Stratford, The Making of a Hero London, 1942
E.
Winks, RW. British Imperialism: God, Gold and New York, 1963
Glory
Winsten, S. Salt and his Circle London, 1951
Woodruff, P. The Men Who Ruled India London, 1953
Wright, T. A History of Domestic Manners and London, 1862
Sentiments in England During the
Middle Ages
Wymer, N. Dr. Amold of Rugby London, 1953
Yorke, V. The Church’s Supreme Disgrace Bognor Regis,
1980
Young, D. Origins of the Sacred: The Ecstasies of New York, 1991
Love and War
Younghusband, The Queen’s Commission London, 1891
GlJ.
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E ewspapers

The Daily Telegraph

The Daily News

The Echo

The Field

The Oxford Times

The Oxfordshire Weekly News
The Spectator

The Times

riodicals and Journal

All The Year Round
American Historical Review
Ancestor
Anglo Saxon Review
Animals Friend
Ashmolean
B.A.S.C. Magazine
Badminton Magazine
Baily’s Magazine
Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine
Boy's Own Paper: of Pure and Entertaining Reading
Boys Own Annual
Boys Journal
Boys of our Empire, a Magazine for British Boys all over the World
British Journal of Sociology
British Sports and Sportsmen, Big Game Hunting and Angling
Catalogue; Essex Portraits
Cornhill Magazine
Cruel Sports, The Journal of the League Against Cruel Sports
Encounter
Essex Review
Essex; Historical Biographical and Personal
Eton Chronicle
European Sports History Review
Flight
Fortieth Anniversary Magazine
Fortnightly Review
Greater Britain
Hansard
Historical Review
History of Collections
Hoghunters Annual
Humanitarian
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International Journal of the History of Sport
International Journal of Ethics

Journal of British Studies

Journal of Near Eastern Studies

Journal of Medieval and Renaissance Studies
Journal of Contemporary History

Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society
Journal of the Society for the Preservation of the Wild Fauna of the Empire
Leisure Studies Centre Review

Macmillans Magazine

Magazine of Natural History

Magdalene College (Cambridge) Magazine
Meteor Rugby School Magazine

Mosaic

Museum and English Journal of Education
National Review

Natural History Journal

Natural History Review

Nature

Nineteenth Century

Oriental Fieldsports Magazine

Oxford Magazine

Proceedings of the Cambridge Philological Society
Quarterly Journal of Biological Science

Review of Reviews

Sam Beeton’s Boys Own Magazine

Saturday Review

Scottish Art Review

Shooting Times

Spectator

Sporting Magazine

The Westminster Review

The Outlook

Theory Culture and Society

Transactions of the Royal Historical Society
Transactions of the Natural History Society Of Northumberland, Durham and
Newcastle

Victoria County History of Economic History Review

Young England
Theses
Dunae, P.A.  British Juvenile Literature in an Age of Empire, Manchester
1870-1914 University,
1975
Honey, JR.  The Victorian Public School, 1828-1902 Oxford, 1969
Mutimer, B. Thomas Amnold and Organised Games University of
Alberta, 1971
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Lectures, Papers and Miscellaneous

Colquhoun, J.
Greenwood,
G

H;)bley, Cw.
Keyser, P.
Richards, J.

Scott, SirJ.

Wallace, H.

Lecture on Ferrae Nature, Edinburgh

Sport, Paper to the Animal Proteciton
Congress,Caxton Hall, London

“The Protection of Wild Life’, paper read
before a meeting of the Museums Association,
London

The author’s experiences with Peter Keyser,
Professional Hunter

‘The English Gentleman’, The Listener

The author’s informal conversations with Sir
Johnny Scott, Bonchester Birdge,
Roxburghshire

Letter to author from Hamish Wallace,
Honorary Secretary of The Shikar Club
Who’s Who, Oxford

Who’s Who in Cumberland and Westmorland,
limited edition, number 111
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