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Abstract

The present study builds on the greater attention being paid by

scholars, usually legal historians, to dissertations defended at
German universities up to the beginning of the nineteenth cent-

ury. Helmstedt University has been chosen because the institution

as a whole was regarded in its heyday as a jewel in Protestant

Germany's educational crown and the Theological Faculty was the

senior of the four. A contributory reason for the choice of uni-
versity and faculty was the wish to complement the work of Kund-
ert on the dissertations defended in Helmstedt's Legal Faculty.
Given the ephemeral nature of the material, the lack reliable in-
formation on the dissertations in the University's archives and
the absence of of policy on the part of the University of pre-
serving a copy of each one printed, it is not surprising that the
catalogue contains gaps, some of which may never be filled. The
catalogue records chronologically the original text of each dis-
sertation and, where appropriate, the details of any reprints. It
1s supported by six indices, namely praesides, respondents, res-
pondents’ place of origin, subjects, writers and recipients of
dedications, letters and congratulatory verses, and printers. The
rest of the thesis discusses the role of dissertations in German

academic life up to ca. 1800 and the unsolved (and probably un-
solvable) question of authorship. There follows an examination of
certain dissertations defended under (and probably written by)
selected professors which seem to characterise most accurately

not only the theological standpoint of the writer but also the



intellectual development of the Faculty at a particular time, The
latter aim is essayed by setting the dissertations against the

political and intellectual background of the Guelph territories.



—— T E——— T R . e " .

T .y, T W ey e TR e ™ ——m—p.

Dedicated to the memory of my father-~in-law,

John Alexander Robertson t16. 5. 91



Contents

List of illustrations

Preface

Bibliography

Professors of the Theological Faculty at Helmstedt

Introduction

The Theological Faculty at Helmstedt

Notes

Key to library symbols

Catalogue

Index

Index

Index

Index

Index V: Writers and recipients of dedications, letters

Index

I: Praesides

II: Respondents

II1: Place of origin of respondents

IV: Subject headings

and congratulatory verses

VI: Printers, publishers and booksellers

p.[5]-[6]

p. 7
p. 18

p. 43
p. 71
p. 85
p. 205
p. 232
p. 233
p. 695
p. 700
p. 727

p. 741

p. 757

p. 803



List of 1l1lustrations

The University of Helmstedt, ca. 1650 Frontispiece
(From M. Merian, Topographia Germaniae. Neue Ausgabe mit einem

Nachwort hrsg. von L.H. Wuthrich. Kassel: Bdrenreiter, 1961; v.

15, p.114.)

Map of Northern Europe, ca. 1590 showing sites of North German
universities in existence then before p.7
(From G, Mercator, Atlas sive cosmographicae meditationes de fab-

rica mundi et fabricati figura. Bruxelles: Culture et civilisat-

ion, [1963]; pl.[26]1.)
plates 1-12 before p. 43
1: B. Sattler

2: T. Heshusen

3: J. Olearius

4: T. Berckelmann

5: G, Calixt

6: M. Walther

7: K. Horney

8: F.U., Calixt

9: J.A. Schmidt

10: C. T, Wideburg

11: J. Fabricius

12: J.L.v. Mosheim

13: C.T. Seidel

14: J.E. Schubert



15: W.A. Teller

16: H.P.K. Henke



e —— | — e mrmome m mmm o T e e— e —— e e === -

23] | a4l a4 _26 | 23 o I — -m—-——

- - - r o " 1 -
®
L

‘ SJCIWICIQ __-;5;:__;'.-_;:_-;_1-- '.;-"-_.‘_;_;;‘-_'.-_';_'-‘_-.'__—.‘_.j_-;.___ " ""':*:.E'-':::'-'-‘:"-:'::-73'1{' _.-j._f_:; i .,M".r mﬁu 3- nl'lc}lrn r_-,ﬁ T N e A T D LA
pars ot § | Sy sesin s b LR
27

I
4
4

Lr p.:r-.r

| —— W
-
-
. i iy
H

u - - -
-------

-
= g
-. - -
& T -
-
- - i - 5 .1 a r-| '1 .I 9 - W i I" T r-. |.__i.. 5 = - --II..rl‘.l'Iql
- - & " - i
- ' ol 5 |..- L] i s * o 2 & 8 g ® B @ ] " I-.. = -
& = - & @ & . B T -I.r e . B ] ". o * -I.l" = - ‘r‘-'-l-. ~ W ".‘ '.l.I‘ & o -.
- a, W " & g ™ & i =t a = & - T i & Ll 5 . o _'. i "I & ™ 'l_.,".' L "
«® & = ®§ 5 a & W & & @ m L L e LN " C R w8 e - i
- - - + & w- L o . " & ™ N L - . . L _I I . . o . _w
aF @ "8 s m w*RE - B J o TE W - . LR Y il & g 0 s ¥ Y
[ - 5 W ¥ " = . C - . L & ¥ & & o & -
3 a - -"b £l e - 5 L] T W . & " - =
& I . = ‘*. '.-. & -":‘.-.‘--.‘i.-—i'. a--' _ - - i -. I|I|. -l'l- ,"i.l- --. . & ."'l-. " -.i.: & ¥
- . - “ i -
: ; - 1'""'-' ...... - i 'I'-'. - * - -|. 5 . "1 & - . = » r .‘.‘- L] .r--. ’ o - .
Iy ®_ o " l-". iy T - .'.:" L - . " g . g et . g
" Byl e e @ om ARy R T &N e e Fom B at 9 e s at e,
B - "
3 l-l- .-.-" L ."-.-“.'.-“--':1' ‘.r . & .- ..- ..I--. d L W |.
s & 0 ..'_'_--_"‘-ir' "'"_"l'-"' .- ’ & @ C S R Il T s PR NN ol " "
S a W ™  a @ *" & & = a®aE 4 . I & & - ” * @ - & =
- ! oy @ o = - &, - e . |-l-. . at® % S e %" s
£ o » - -'-l. - - --'.'-*'l & ." i _'l -.-. i s = -
& ] W & L] . Y " L L -
= - - -l - & - . . - -
- P . - & & =
. W = e W & . - - . " - - &
& - a = @ " " b i
W L - - - = - - ‘Fl-‘ o 1'-., '
& &% 5= W - B - & & - . Sl el - = - SR - i
= - ™ = = - - " = & = ] L} = & ™
- _ @ ® -
I-.“.n -.-*-'*"i. & -y W W . . * o .I' - - . ..r-; - - = + . . "- . --
- . - .
" | o Bt N N <" T & '.'. " . l. AL . BT ':.-.I-1=‘I.'1.|I.'I '-".'. 8 - = .
w ¥ . R - . W B - s = @ _ e -. - = - - - - " -
. L - . . B & . . : : i & - . -' -

| —— .

---------

-

 —— — -

= i .
T

.__
- l—
o

-----

Oceanus

‘. . 4 = T_ - @ ; l_.-- I"_'-‘ g '_" -‘_"_ "'_ gy = = Tl o -
; " .l. -'l . ' --.+ .- .- I . .'.|- I.-l"-." et - " ‘.‘..'-‘l . rrr
: . B . * . = S - -',- - -r-. -.,‘- ‘...‘_"'-‘-I- r_" -_ 1--‘-‘ : ‘_' -.‘ i o L
] | - . = : i -F. - . F . ’ = - - - ey = . - g . - - i - -
- _ : - T r = L 3 -r - - ..--. = - - = ‘.- -
| _ . s 3 - i s e N A - : T - - =
- ; : - - - = - b 1-_ T 1 '.---.'- "-1---.-"--.r--‘r.-rbl-"'- -: -.- ® ..- --' l'..-"-I- -‘: ‘.1 ;
| £ q-‘- T - [ -- - ..I : -'- -. " . & B '1-r_- :..-'i'-—. -...'."‘..'1.'_.| -._r'.‘..l_ rr..‘-"‘—-'.
g - s ~ - = T d N & - e & . - - -'--*-“"‘_.'_ & - 5 J ’ i a - o
| - . e B ’ - I - b a W 9t A el W . s " L = . . - W
l - - - - - - N ’ . iy : . R R iy LY . 5 g - ' o -
'- 61 I I 1 L g l“_-_r-\- = 5 - = . . - T ..,- I....r“ & ' a .-“l i -.: 4 ] I
I Ia I L . - e _— g " ;."-_ - . . X E.
|[ ' s : RO
3 @ '-\——. = - - - &
|

. —

—
—_—

i — —

B

V'mrjral e <1
& Proffyma | 53]

Qﬂraf:r:fn ‘
u 1 . @ Ve

e c aé% Kormieniec I
o &i‘ Ikﬁ ﬁM Lrr1ant l
3 .._,f'*-..._h-il ﬂ‘”’

S~ s R O-Minfko
Wa | " 51 _ﬂ{uﬁa
e
, Foodaives. pars E; Garwolin | |
Mlﬂh Ry h "w.._ ~ "1
) ‘JH ,l? ® F1

(e} W tezycza |
: rl ;

f

{
-t
A

o——
—————

S g s

o

_ 4

-51'4"%“ o tl:- jrfrt 'i -4

Bergen P)f.l allh Ao :E“ 2
7 (Thurnout { =

s 1

‘R"’E" z'ﬂ/‘m Bretzme:z.

t"" W .'Bgrha.

u.& ; Lmbm gaﬂ

'

.
w2 8

al

1adtde
oo
-k

3 Hefl: \en
'f MA"-;? i~ L kb“:'f"? ;;UM 4
g'ﬁ':u-rf;;& | XGrombery g

- ﬁ!‘"% L.flﬂ"l.l‘?".ﬂ
j?;:_* aQ;

‘ '.3‘ :

S—— I‘
= _r ']
- &
S YR
= = -
= —JI - 3
——
I F -

qurrmﬂrﬁ Az ,,ﬂ;
i S

jE, ’R"‘éi’ Salm E
t'f I'hq - F ara Y
: .f a f/ "‘:;_"I‘J.f_ Q
B -u!'{f'f.f ; * ‘:‘-’H "

x: rﬁ'r f". r lﬁ
lf-;.t‘.&a s

y - %, T D ) fet D :
Jf.g s 4 . 4 ~ &
. _,.” : :

“,, : .71 orb
Y

- - " ¥ 79
-_m.l’l":""”ﬂu u m(e ?M
- '%- rfr"
Dt

Focveyd s

-'l"_




Preface

The origins of the present study go back nearly twenty years when
I became involved in cataloguing the remainder, a very substanti-
al one as it turned out, of a huge collection of occasional pub-
lications dating from the late sixteenth to the early nineteenth
centuries which had been purchased by the Advocates Library in
1820, Among this material was a large number of theses which
dealt with law, political institutions of the Holy Roman Empire,
moral philosophy, theology and medicine. Thinking that this type
of publication might make a fruitful subject of bibliographical
research, I turned for help to Horn's old, but still valuable,
work on disputations and promotions.! A close reading of this
convinced me not only that the subject afforded great scope for
original research but also that the compllation of an individual
faculty's output would, in addition to its value in helping to
improve our knowledge of a type of publication not recorded by
Germany's book trade, identify the primary materials needed for a

study of that faculty's intellectual development.

After deciding to concentrate on Helmstedt for no better reason
than that a Scot, Duncan Liddel, had been on its staff for sev-
eral years in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries,
my first attempt to establish the basis of the catalogue, 1.e.
the names of the praesides, was conducted in late 1981 among the
archives of the Theological Faculty of the university which are

preserved in the Niedersdchsisches Staatsarchiv in Wolfenblittel.



Finding only a 1ittle information there, I turned to the list of
professors in the university’'s published matriculation registers,
and began to look up these names in the catalogues of the Herzog
August Bibliothek, also in Wolfenbiittel, to which the greatest
part of the holdings of the former university library of Helm-
stedt had been moved before the First World War. The difficulty
of finding all of the dissertations was quickly brought home to
me by a casual glance at Haase and Schine's 1llustrated history
of Helmstedt University.? There I found an illustration of the
titlepage of a dissertation (cata., no. 144) defended under Calixt
which I knew is not among Wolfenbiittel’s holdings of printed
books, but is in fact in its Department of Manuscripts. This dif-
ficulty is in fact an impossibility, as I realised later both
from conversations with Werner Kundert, who was then engaged in
compiling a list of Helmstedt's legal dissertations, and from my

own experience. 3 In addition to the Theological Faculty not hav-

ing kept accurate records of the dissertatioﬁs, whether defended
pro exercitii gratia or pro gradu, at least as far as one can
judge from the existing archives, there is no evidence that Helm-
stedt's university library attempted to collect copies of what
could be regarded as its official publications. However much one
I may agree with Kundert when he states that it is a duty of a uni-

versity library to do this, and cites the case of Basel to sup-

port his assertion, there is every reason to suppose that Helm-

stedt was no different in this respect from the majority of Ger-

man universities then or later, ¢



I am painfully aware of the incompleteness of my catalogue when I
consider the case of three praesides in particular, G. Buscher,
J. Lbwe and J. Kronenberg. I have therefore had to investigate
the catalogues of other libraries, both large and small, which
are known to hold collections of early German dissertations. The
collections which I have used in Germany are in the university
libraries of Erlangen and Minchen and in the Bayerische Staats-
bibliothek and in this country the British Library, the National
Library of Scotland, the Bodleian Library and the Dean and Chap-
ter Library of Durham Cathedral. I have also consulted the
National Union Catalogue of pre-1956 imprints, although it con-
tained nothing that I had not found in other libraries. As well

as filling some gaps in the list of original texts, these col-

lections have proved of great value in supplying details of re-

prints, particularly in the case of such praesides as G, Calixt,
J. Hildebrand, J.A. Schmidt and J.L.v. Mosheim, whose dissertat-
ions are known to have been reprinted several times over. I have

not followed the pattern set by other compilers of dissertations

such as Kundert and Schiiling, who have only noted reprints when

they occur in the collected editions of their dissertations which
some professors published.® Although these collections are im-
portant in the wider distribution of a knowledge of the content

of dissertations in that they were advertised in the contemporary

organs of the book trade and were exhibited at the annual book
fairs of Leipzig and Frankfurt/Main, they can give only a partial
picture of the extent to which many dissertations were reprinted,

some a good number of years after the original date of publicat-



ion. In order to gauge more fully the value in which many of
these dissertations were held by scholars, I have included not
only texts reprinted in collections but also individual reprints,

and in some cases translations into German, which were not adver-

tised through the book trade. I have also departed from Kundert's

pattern in that I have omitted Programme and Reden, which I do
not believe have any relevance to such a catalogue. Although Pro-
gramme were designed to invite readers to a disputatio privats,
whose subject and respondents were usually named at the end, the

texts of the disputations themselves were only rarely printed.

The case for including Reden seems to me even less tenable.

In the catalogue I have tried for two reasons to steer a middle
course between a bibliographical description of each dissertation
and the extremely bald one offered by Kundert. The first is one
of space; to have attempted a full bibliographical description
would have increased the catalogue to an unacceptable length. The
second, no less important reason for avoiding a bibliographical
description of each diséertation is that the catalogue 1s aimed
at two different groups of readers, bibliographers and theolog-
ians, the latter of which does not necessarily understand the

finer points of bibliography, and, if it did, would not regard it
of paramount importance to have the material recorded in such a
way. The name of the praeses appears as the heading for each dis-
sertation, and I have recorded as much of the titlepage as one

would expect to find in a modern short title catalogue, omitting

such unnecessary details as biographical information on the prae-

10



ses. I have standardised the information on the respondent, whose
role is designated by the abbreviation Kesp., by recording the

vernacular name of his town of origin and the date of the dis-

sertation. I have not felt it necessary to designate dissertat-

ions defended pro exercitii gratia; only those defended pro gradu
are specifically designated by the abbreviation D.Theol. Simil-
arly in recording the imprint I have ignored such niceties as
punctuation marks after the place of publication and name of
printer and publisher. I have deemed it sufficlent to use the
conventional semi-colon after the first of these elements and a
comma after the second. There then follows a note of the collat-
ion, number of pages and format. To each entry I have appended,
where appropriate, a reference to such standard works as Misler,
Mundt and Weigel and a location symbol for the copy inspected,
The former group at whom the catalogue 1s aimed, bibliographers,
will find there much information which is now available for the
first time to increase our knowledge of the output of the German
presses up to the early nineteenth century, while the latter
group, theologians, will find there the primary materials neces-

sary for research into Helmstedt's Theological Faculty.,

A few words of caution to those unfamiliar with such material
must be entered here. Only dissertations defended in Helmstedt's
Theological Faculty have been included in the present catalogue,
which means that dissertations defended in the Philosophical Fa-
culty have been specifically excluded. Even 1if their subject mat-

ter might have been of interest to the members of the Theological

11



Faculty, and even if they were defended by praesides who later

Joined the Theological Faculty, they cannot be regarded as coming

within the scope of this catalogue. Two examples of such disser-

tations are De _existentia Del and De nominibus et essentia Dei,

which were defended in 1689 and 1690 respectively under J.B. Nie-

meler, while he was still a member of the Philosophical Faculty.

On 31 December 1749 J.L. Papen defended without a praeses a doc-

toral dissertation, De simonia ne i oro ecclesiastico natural]
quidem licita, in the Philosophical Faculty. Although the subject
had an obvious theological interest, and the dissertation was de-
dicated to the professors of the Theological Faculty, the disser-
tation cannot be included in the present catalogue. Another area
of possible confusion to the unwary is the use of the word dis—

gertatio in the title of a work by a member of the Theological

Faculty. One such example is Georg Calixt's De quaestionibus num
Veteris

atis e sol; sgtamentl i1b-—-

tissimae

sterium sa

ris posset demonstrari dissertatio (Helmestadii, 1649), which was

not a work written for public defence in a university act. Part

of the confusion, it has to be admitted, is caused by the inclus-
ion of such works in catalogues which claim to be devoted to aca-
demic dissertations. The Bodleian Library's catalogue of academic
dissertations, published in 1834, includes many works which can-

not properly be so described.® An interesting example is F. Wor-

gerus’' De benedictione sacerdotall dissertatio (Helmestadii,

1686).

12



In other respects also my catalogue differs markedly from those
produced by other scholars. My interest has been not only in the
subject matter of the dissertations, but also in the dedications,
congratulatory letters and occasional verses. Such information
can be found gathered in special appendices. My greater interest
in the bibliographical problems posed by dissertations can be
seen in the number of cases where I have included descriptions of

two or more variants of the same dissertation. This has been done

to illustrate for Helmstedt’'s Theological Faculty the well known
phaenomenon of variant issues printed to meet a particular need,
such as a desire to acknowledge financial assistance, or the pro-
spect of it, with the printing costs, or to curry favour with a

local prince or town council in the hope of future preferment.

The Introduction in the narrative part of the thesis is devoted
to a survey of the major problems associated with early German
dissertations, namely their role in contemporary academic life
and the question of authorship. In this I have eschewed a compre-
hensive rehearsal of the large body of available literature in
favour of highlighting what seens to me the most significant fea-
tures. There then follows a discussion of the importance of re-
cording such details as dedications, congratulatory verses and

occasional verses. In the following main chapter I have attempted

to show how much use can be made of dissertations in illustrating
the intellectual life of a particular faculty. Although this
chapter can claim some originality in being the first to discuss

the theology of Tietz, Schmidt and Schubert, and the first for

13



almost two and a half centuries to consider the contribution of
Hildebrand, it is a mere prolegomenon to the fuller study which

Helmstedt’'s Theological Faculty deserves. It must nonetheless be

stressed that the full value of dissertations in the intellectual
history of any faculty, to which Evans has tried to draw the at-
tention of historians of German tertiary education, will not be
demonstrated until studies similar to this allow a comparative
picture to emerge.? In this preliminary, exploratory sketch I
have picked out those dissertations which appear to me to char-
acterise the thought of individual professors. However, 1in order
to avold a collection of disparate 'snap-shots', 1 have tried to
present a unified history by setting these dissertations against
the wider intellectual and political background in which they

were written.

In conclusion it is my pleasant task to record my thanks to those
institutions and individuals which have assisted me in various

ways in my task., To the Director of the Herzog August Bibliothek,

Dr. Paul Raabe, and the other members of the committee appointed

to administer the research grants financed by the Volkswagen-
stiftung goes my warmest gratitude for allowing me to spend three
months at the end of 1981 in Wolfenblittel, gathering the bulk of
the information contained in the catalogue. To another member of

the staff of that library, Ulrich Kopp, who is now a personal
friend, I am grateful for constant help and encouragement. The
former Director of the National Library of Scotland, Dr. Denis

Roberts, who is sadly no longer with us, deserves my thanks for

14



awarding me a grant from the Theodore Stewart Fund, which helped
tﬁ defray the cost of visiting Wolfenblttel again in 1986. Two
colleagues, Miss C. Wright and Miss P. Mackenzie, have helped to
obtain numerous monographs and periodicals for me through the in-
ternational library loan service. Three other colleagues, Miss A,

Johnston, Mrs., J. Watson and Miss F. Burgess, have reduced a mas-
sive manuscript to typescript, which Mr. R.G. Cullingham of
Thameslink, Windsor has converted to a series of Amstrad disks.
Mies A.E. Harvey Wood and Mr I.C. Cunningham of the National Li-
brary of Scotland have put their considerable expertise with a
word processor at my disposal during the months of editing the

entire text.
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