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Kelso Abbey alone is reported to have owned at one time
some 7,000 sheep.2 By the thirteenth centﬁry conditions
were ripe for large scale commercial development but the
fact that no commercial woollen spinning or weaving was
introduced as in similar areas in England, is due to the
prolonged period of Border warfare which began about the
end of the century. The Tweed Basin became the battlefield
of the warring English and Scottish armies, and even when
the national issues were settled, the area continued to be
ravaged by reiving bands from both sides of the Border.3
It was not until law and order were £finally
restored in the late sixteenth century that economic
development could take place. During the three centuries
of strife the manufacture of woollen goods remained as a
household industry devoted largely to the supply of family
needs, although there is evidence that towards the end of
that period at least, large flocks of sheep were again
being pastured in the Forest. According to Pitscottie

James V had 10,000 sheep in Ettrick Forest " all in

2Grant,I.F. Social and economic development of Scotland

before 1603. 1934. p.1l14.

3Fraser,G.M. The steel bonnets. 1971.






probably responsible for rather more of the output of
woollen goods than previously. In Selkirk, the weavers
formed themselves into an incorporated craft.in 1608, The
Galashiels Weavers' Corporation was formed in 1666. This
development indicates the growth of a commercial industry,
but it was on a restricted scale and represents merely
the first stages of a revival in the area after the
unsettled period of Border warfare,

Cormercial development would be likely to take
place on the village sites for many reasons but it so
happened, however, that these villages possessed water
power resources allied to level land alongside the streams.
Galashiels had three "waulk" or fulling mills by 1655.8
/ Pulling is a finishing process designed to felt woollen
cloth/ Stagnation rather than economic progress was,
however, the characteristic of the Selkirkshire of the
seventeenth century, and it was to be the eighteenth
century which was to see the beginning of real economic
development,

The terms of the Treatv of Union with England

in 1707 recognised the pitiable economic condition of

- ran

e

8Craig--Brown,T. History of Selkirkshire., 1898, v.1l, p.564



Scotland, Article XV of the Treaty allowed Scotland
£2,000 a year for seven years to offset the loss of revenue
from the export of wool, with the intention that the money
shoulé be applied to encourage the production of woollen
goods in. those areas such as Selkirkshire with an abundance
of the raw materials.

It was not, however, until 1727 that the Board of
Trustees for Manufactures first met in Edinburgh to administer
these funds. The first thing that they did was to decide
not to distribute £2,000 a year for seven years, but
instead to invest £14,000 as a capital sum, using the
interest therefrom to stimulate industry.

The earliest benefit to the county came with the
establishment by the Board in twelve different places of
a person skilled in sorting, stapling, and washing coarse
tarred wool., One of these men was appointed to Galashiels.,

He got £20 a year salary, and equipment to the value of
another £30. ° This was the beginning of a series of '
pecuniary grants to the local woollen trade, which continued

for a hundred years without a break, and ensured that when

the first impact of the Industrial Revolution began to be

, -

9Craig-Brown, T. History of Selkirkshire, v.1l, p.563.



felt the Galashiels manufacturers were in a position to
take full advantage of it.

In 1778, the year after the founding of the
Manufécturers' Corporation in Galashiels, the town was
visited by David Loch, an inspector appointed by the Board
of Trustees, He afterwards published a series of essays
advocating perseverance in establishing woollen manufactures
rather than linen,lo and described the Galashiels of the
time as foliows,:

"Galashiels is a large irregular-built village,
the property of John Scott Esg., of Gala. The houses are
mostly built on a ninety-nine yvears lease. The veople are
very industrious, all emploved in the coarse woollen goods,
but vnrinecipally on what is called Galashiels Greys, three-
guarters wide and from twenty to twenty-one yards long,
value from ls 64 to 4s per yvard. Blankets are likewise
made here from Forest wool, which is much less laid with
tar than that produced in Tweeddale. Here there are
about thirtv looms. They spin all their own yvarn, and sell

a good deal of it in different places in the country."

-----------

loLoch, D. Essays on the trade, commerce, manufactures

and fisheries of Scotland. 1778. v.1l.



During the last quarter of the eighteenth century
the Board of Trustees received many applications for
assistance, but Galashiels was outstanding in the number
of ité applications for help with new machinery and grants
for instruction, By 1791, a carding machine driven by
water power was erected in Wilderhaugh Mill, the first
woollen mill in the modern sense in Scotland. Further
machinery dependent on water power including the new
spinning inventions, the jenny and the mule, were also
introduced into the town as the advantages of the new
Industrial Revolution were recognised. At this time, the
cloths made in the area, and in Galashiels in particular,
came prominently to public notice in the annual prize lists
of the Board of Trustees, the lists being monopolised by
Galashiels names., During the years from 1780 to 1833,
Galashiels manufacturers gained 375 prizes or "premiums"
to the wvalue of £4,792., These awards drew attention to
the advances throughout the Tweed Valley,'and the lead
taken by the Galashiels manufacturers in particulérﬁ
By 1833 *1 the 1list of cloths being made caused the Board

to decide that the manufacturers were in no further need of

llSinclair, W.P.H. Economic background... l§50. P27,

10



t

financial encouragement.

By this time the ‘'customer weaving' status of the
industry, whereby the consumer delivered to the producer a
given quantity of wonl which was then made into cloth to
the formers' specification, and which had been the main
method of organisation since the seventeenth century, had
been superseded by the making of cloth for sale. the
salient feature of the industry, however, was its complete
dependence on local wool supplies for it was not until
about 1330 that foreign wools began to be used. As noted
earlier, physical conditions in the county were unfavourable
for the intensive development of agriculture. High precip-
itation, together with the thin so0ils and high relief,
precluded any extensive agricultural devélopment. Sheep
rearing was, in fact, almost the sole economic activity
whicr could be practised in the landward areas, and the
scanty rural population largely depended on hill sheep
farming for its livelihood. Even today the pattern is
little changed. ©Sheep still predominate, although many
of the valley farms now carry cattle for tﬁe production of

store calves as well as maintaining their hill flocks.12

12rnirg Statistical Account of Scotland. Vol.XXIV, 1964, p.236.



In the two towns, however, the development of the
Industrial Revolution and the introductlion of machinery
meant that the original system of a widely d;stributed
industry, based on a supply of raw wool, was replaced by
an industry of a much more concentrated and localised
character based on the factory system. The essential
feature of the new factories was their close relationship
to the streams which provided the power to drive their
machinery.

Galashiels, which showed the major development in
the woollen branch of the textile industry, exemplifies
this local concentration. At this site the water power
facilities were first rate and this advantage was combined
with ready accessibility along the main communication
routes in and out of the region..

After a trade depression in 1826 the woollen

industry slowly attained a stability based on the quality

goods for which it is now world famous. The happy accident

of using the name 'Tweeds' for the local 'Tweels', plus
the use of coloured yarns instead of the previously basic
greys and blues, did much to ensure the continued

popularity of the local cloths in the world of fashion.


















There is still an engineering f£irm in the town
which claims to be the survivor of these activities,
although their surviving records go back only to 1744
when éhe firm did some work for the burgh of Selkirk., 18
From using the products gf the Forest to build gun carriages
it was only a short step to the building of looms for the
local weavers, followed by natural progression to providing
the motive power as the weaving trade became industrialised.
The same firm mentioned above later diversified not only
into the maintenance of textile machinery and other local
repairs, but also the building of steam engines and related
machinery for export all over the world for use in gas
works, sugar factories, and of course, textile factories,
They now find themselves engaged in contracts for machinery
and equipment for use in the exploitation of North Sea oil.

There are other engineering firms in both Galashiels
and Selkirk, all of them comparatively small units, but
capable of highly skilled work. A recent introduction
to both towns have been factory units engaged in producing

electronic equipment, notably printed circuits. Unfortunately,

although the advent of any form of diversification of

................

18Craig-—Brown, T. History of Selkirkshire. 1886, v1,p.577.
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Jovee Morrell's Harvest. Emily S. Holt
Jessic Allan.  Mrs Alexander

Jessica’s First Prayer.  Hesba Stretton

Jess.  Rider Haggard

Josephus, Works of. .

John Knox, Life of.  Thos. McCrie, D.D.
Josiah Mason. J. T. Bunce .

John G. Paton, Life of.  Rev. J. Paton, M.A,

Journal of our Life in the Highlands, lLeaves from.

Victoria's Note Book
John Tregenowth, Iis Mark. M. G. Pearse

Quecen

Journal of our Life in the Iightands, More Leaves from.

Queen Victoria’s Note Book
J. B. Jobb, Life and Adventures of.
Joseph Chamberlain.  J. W. Jeves
Jultam Karslake’s Secret. Mrs Needwell
Jaws of Death, The. Grant Allen
Jan Vedder’'s Wife.
John Splendid.  Neil Munro :
Journal of a Jealous Woman, The. Percy White
Jabez Easterbrook.  Joseph locking
Joanna Trail, Spinster.  A. E. Houldsworth

14

K

Knight Errant. Eduna Lyall

King Solomon’s Mines. Rider Haggard
Kenilworth. Sir Walter Scott

Kidnapped. R. L. Stevenson

Kloof Bride, The. LErnest Glanville
Kirsteen.  Mrs Oliphant

Knight of the 1gth Century, A. E. P. Roe
Kit Kennedy. S. R. Crockett

Kronstadt. Max Pemberton

Kim. Rudyard Kipling

I.

Lone Inn, The. Fergus Hume

Leona. Mrs Molesworth

Life's Secret, A.  Mrs Heary Wood

Little Minister, The. ]. M. Barrie

Living it Down. Laura M. Lane

Luck of Gerald Ridgeley, The. Bertram Mitford
Light and Shadow. Edward Garrett

Lord Brackenbury. Amelia B. Edwards

Lady of the IForest, A. L. T. Mead

Little Women. L. M. Alcott
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used for political meetings during‘the winter, all
arrangements for Lectures or Concerts were cancelled.” 22
With so little monev avziilable it is not surnrising that.

he only books added to the stock that year were gifted by
friends.

Despite %&s one vear however, The Library always
remained financially secure, although the membership was
definitely."declining as may be seen from the Table above
and from reference to the minutes of the Annual General
Meetings.

1913. "YThe Committee considered the affairs sa?isfactory
with the excention of the falling off of membership and the
23
general lack of interest shown by the public in the Library."

A vear later we find :

' Mrs Roper having retired from Yarrowford 3chool
after fifteen and é half years service, her successor Miss
Jamieson kindly agreed to act as Librarian. A decided
falling off in the membershin and of interest in the Library

has taken place and it is a matter for future consideration

whether it is wnrthwhile keeping the Library open seeing it

22Ya:rowford Library Minute Book. 4th Novemper 1909,

23Ibid. A.G.F. 9th October 1913.



is so sparingly taken advantage of, but the feeling seems to
be that it would be advisable to open it for another season,
No General Meeting was held this year," 24
" There are no further entries in the Minute Book

during the first three years of the First World War, the
next entry being for November 1lst 1917,

"A Public Meeting to awaken interest in the Library,
was held on 1.11.1917,. There were 28 persons present,

On the motion of the Chairman of the Library, Mr
Dawson, the Rev. R.S. Kirkpatrick occupied the Chair, and
addressed the meeting, setting forth the claims of the
Library to the consideration of the people of the neighbour-
hood, and asking for a renewal of their support.

As a result of the meeting, 18 new members were
enrolled, thus bringing the total £o 30."

But the writing was on the wall, and the Yarrowford
Library survived for only a few years longer. Throughout
its life it had been housed in the local school, and when
the County Library commenced operations in 1922, using the

same room, the Yarrowford Library just quietly dissolved,

the remaining books being absorbed into the County Library.

4
2 Yacrowford Library Minute Book. lst November 1917,












The income from membersnip fees, small as it was,
was sunplemented by the proceeads from lectures and concerts
throughout the winter months., A look at the financial

statement for the vear 1886-87 illustrates the general

f#%ncial picture of the Library:
\

1885-87
Income. Balance in hand £1-412-1C%,
Subs. from 1¥menbers @ 3/- £2-5- 0
4 lectures during vear raising 14~ ©
18- 8%
18~ 6%
1- 4~ 5
Total income £6 = 1-5

FPor Books: Douglas % Foulis £ 1-15- 0O
1- 0- 0O

Crichton 15- 6

Lewis 3- 2

" magazines 6- 3

incidentals, cleaning etc., 6- 9

Total expenditure £4-6- 8

28Kirkhope Library HMinute Book. 6th Hovember 1887,
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Selkirkshire, Mf W.D. Ritchie, who presided. The stated
purpose of the meeting was to consider the re-opening of the
Library. "Mr Walter Turnbull, a member of the former library
commitﬁee, stated that Mr John S. Kerr, the last secretary,
on his leaving the district, forwarded the library member-
ship book with cash balance of £5-17s to him, which he
still retained. After considerable discussion it was
decided to reopen the Library. "

An Interim Committee was appointed to examine and
report on the general condition of the books in the Library.

Mr Ritchie's intervention in the affairs of the
Library is interesting. As Director of Education he was
at that time responsible for the establishment and running
of the County Library Service. Unlike all the other
schools in the landward area of the county, Kirkhope héd
not been established as a county library centre and it must
be presumed that this was because of the existence of the
Parish Library in the school premises. Presumably Mr
Ritchie thought that the wvillage did not need two libraries
in the same building.

The Interim Committee wasted no time in inspecting

the Library. Their report was submitted to a public meeting






the library will be well supported and the re-opening‘
welcomed."

After receiving the report the meeting drew up
some rﬁles, i.e., "the Book Committee should be empowered
to buy new books, but that old books could not be destroyed
till after consultation with the full Committee.

Further, it was agreed to open the Library on
Decenber 13th /19287 and thereafter every Thursday from
6 to 7 pm. Doors to close promptly at 7, and books to be
issued only between times mentioned. Membership fee was
fixed at 2s. One new book could be kept for a week, and
three others might be retained for a month., A fine of
2d per week was fixed for books overdue."

The Book Committee met a week later to select
some new books for the library. Using a catalogue from
Douglas & Foulis "little difficulty was met in selecting
fifty novels at a cost of £5-5s-6d4." 38

Despite the optimism of the committee, the opening
night of éhe Library occasioned little enthusiasm among

the populace according to the Librarian / Teacher writing

in the official school log : " 13 Dec, 1928, The Library

38Kirkhope Library Minute Book. 7th December 1928,















CHAPTER

Earlvy "public" libraries in the Selkirkshire burghs.

Although by the middle of the seventeenth century
the spread of education had made the ability to read common
amongsé all but the humblest ranks of soéiety, only a very
small minority of people was really conversant with books
and in the habit of regular reading.1

For the average well educated man, i.e., a school-
master, parish minister, or landowner etc., the parochial
library, if there was one; would probably be sufficient
for his needs, supplemented perhaps by a small personal
library.

The only form of public library provision until
the end of the seventeenth century were the occasional
endowed libraries designed mainly for the use of the clergy,
and these dominated the scene until well on into the eight-
eenth century.2

By the end of the seventeenth century, however, the
advance of education was bringing changes which prepared

the way for a different attitude towards libraries.

l¢elly, T. Early public libraries. 1966. p.118.
2Aitken, W.R. A history of the public library movement in

Scotland., 1971. pp.l-5.
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In 1696 the "Act for Settling of Schools" had
reminded the heritors and tenants of their duty to secure
a living to the parochial schoolmasters and laid the
effecéive foundatior “or a system of parish schools which
made Scottish education justly famous. Z

The first Scottish newspaper to achieve any
degree of permanence was the "Edinburgh Gazette" which
first appeared in 469§. Newspapers and periodicals such
as the "Tatler" (1709), the "Spectator" (1711), and the
"Scots Magazine" (1739), multiplied in the early eighteenth
century and tended to encourage both the growth of the
reading public and an interest in secular subjects.

But it was among the middle class, rather than

among the working people, that the taste for reading made

most headway during the century. “ The novel, in the
hands of Defoe, Fielding, and Richardson, emerged for the

first time as an important literary form, and guickly

5Withrington, D.J. ZEducation and society in the Eighteenth
3

Century. p.171. In Phillipson,N.T., and Migpison,R., eds.

Scotland in the Age of Improvement...BEdinburgh. 1970.

“Altick, R.D., The English Common Reader. Chicago. 1957. p.41.






&7

The library at Kelso was one of the few libraries
mentioned in the first "Statistical Account', - "A public
library, which has existed upwards of forty years, and can
now boast of a colleotion>of the best modern authors, being
regularly supplied with every publication of merit: ...
The proprietors of the library have lately resolved to
erect a neat elegant house for the books, and for the

n"9

accommodation of the libraria

10

According to Kelly the phrase "every publication

of merit" indicates the common ambition of all the eighteenth

century subscription libraries. They did not try to achieve
a comprehensive coverage ; they excluded purely professional
literature on the one hand, and ephemeral fiction on the
other. The emphasis, therefore, was upon belles lettres,
history, biography, travel, science, and such fiction as
was regarded as of literary merit.

We can see how these sentiments were followed by
the gentlemen of Selkirkshire when they, in turn, came

to found their own "public" library.

Osinclair, Sir J. ed. Statistical Account...1794.Vol. X. p.597

10ge11y,T. Early public libraries. 1966. p.125.






59
In addition to the payment of the subscrip%ion

share of two guineas, each member had to pay 7s 6d a year,
and at the next annual meeting this was reported to have
brought in a total of £64 7s, of which £40 18s 6d had been
spent. The local gentlemen who appear to have interested
themselves most in the affairs of the Library were :

Robert Douglas, minister of Galashiels.

Fredk. M'Claggan, minister of Melrose.

John Adams, minister of Ettrick.

Thos. Curror of Brownnuir.

Chas. Scott of Broadmeadows.

Commissary Wm. Waugh.

John Mercer, writer, Melrose.

Wm. Hoggan, master of Selkirk Grammar School.

Bailie James Rodger, Selkirk.

Thomas Scott, surgeon, Selkirk.

John Lang, writer, Selkirk.

Andw. Plummer of Middlestead.

Doctor Gilbert Waugh of Shaw.

Thos. Williamson, surgeon, Galashiels.
Wm. Rodger, merchant, Selkirk.

Andrew Henderson, Selkirk.

The Rev. Thos. Robertson.



Lo

Of these, the minister of Gaiashiels was far the
most regular attender at business meetings, and seems to
have been not only prime mover but also sustainer of the
Librafy.

In 1775 Laws and Regulations were engrossed in
the Minute Book, and had to be signed by all the members.
This provided a page of fifty-five autograph signatures,
mostly of clergymen and Foresﬁ lairds. From the town of
Selkirk itself there were apparently few readers. Rule 8
provided that for six years "no books professedly wrote
upon aqs subject in Divinity, Law, or Physick shall on
any account be purchased, and all books shall be in the

English Language," the rule being renewed in 1778 for

a further six years.

At first the books were kept in a room provided
by the headmaster of the Grammar.School, an arrangement
which continued until 1794, when Mr William Stoddart,
merchant, was appointed Librarian at a salary of two
guineas a year with use of the books, for rent of a room
and his own trouble.

Ten years later, in 1806, a new room was fitted
up under the Town House at a cost of £30 ; but in 1813,

there were grumblings concerning "the inconveniency of















in 1801, in consideration of the increased value of the
books, admission was raised to £5, at which several
shares appear to have been sold by transfer.

There does not seem to have been much difficulty
in management beyond the usual troubles arising from the
slow return of books and non-payment of fines. In 1820,
it was reported that "on many occasions a kind of warfare
was kept up at the Library door by individuals sent by
subscribers, and even amongst subscribers themselves, as
to who should first gain admittance, " but this was
ultimately avoided by resort to the arbitrament of the
ballot;

Much indignation was excited by a subscriber who
coolly ordered 'Destiny', in three volumes, for the Library

13

without consulting anybody else.

In 1793 the clerk was authorised to destroy Paine's

'"Rights of Man', and to expunge it from the cad:alogue,/]Z1L

although, curiously enough, the very same meeting accepted

15Destiny, a novel published in 1831 by Susan Edmonstone
Ferrier, a friend of Sir Walter Scott.

14The work advocated republicanism and Paine was indicted

for treason by Prime Minister Pitt.
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bookplate, that of "John Murray of Pniliphaugh, Esq.,

Heritable Shirrife of ye County of Selkirk, 1712."

From first to last the collection was estimated to have
cost between £2500 and £200C. As early as 1796, the books
were insured for £100. At the sale of the Library in 1901,
the whole collection was sold for Jjust under £60. One
hundred and twenty-six bound volumes of the 'Edinburgh
Review' went for 3s 6d, and scores of unbound numbers were
thrown in for nothing, because nobody would bid a penny
for them.

Except as presenting his poems, there is no
mention of Scott in connection with the Library ; but
there were lots of his friends in the list of membership =
the Langs, father and son; Mungo Park's brothers ; Banker
Craig of Galashiels, the Laird of Torwoodlee; the Laird
of Gala, the Laird of Middlestead, Willie Laidlaw (who
signed the Minutes in 1825; Dr Clarkson, and, above all,
the Rev. Dr. Robert Douglas, minister of Galashiels. It
was to him, her 'father confessor', that Mrs Cockburn wrote
in 1777, announcing her discovery of a genius in the

15
six year old boy Walter ; and it was to him that Scott

15Mrs Alison Cockburn, nee Rutherford, authoress of one
version of 'The Flowers o' the Forest. See Lockhart, J.G.
Memoirs of the life of Sir Walter Scott, Bart. 1837. V1. p.87.






70
was publicly thanked by thez Preses in name of the meetingh~b_
—~ this being the last mention of him in the Minute Book.

Not the last tribute from the Library, however, Ifor a
detached document told how in 1830 (ten years after his
death) it was resolved by the members "that now they
have erected a house for their Iibrary they should, from
the respect which they owe to the memory of the late Rev.
Dr Douglas of Galashiels, whose services were of the
greatest value in the original institution of the Library,
and in the conducting of it for many years, procure a
portrait of him to be hung in the room." The portrait,
copied from an original Raeburn in the possession of the
Doctor's family, appears to have been painted by lMr

Wm. Shields, Falside, near West Gordon, Kelso, his fee
being six guineas. The frame cost another £3 “10s.

As is commonly the case in such old records, very

little light is thrown on contemporary events, the only

historical reference in the Minutes being that in 1789
there was no annual meeting " on account of the thanks-

giving for the Revolution." 7 As it was, all that

17The French Revolution. This event came as a surprise to

Britain, and the first voices were of congratulation on the
downfall of a despotic government. See Cambridge Modern

History. Vol. VIII, p.755.
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individual reader was the Rev. Professor George Lawson,
minister of the Selkirk Secession Church. Page after
page of the Day Book is covered with the record of his
borro&ings, and there could have been few, if any books
in the Library that he had not read.

Six miies from Selkirk, in Galashiels, tike first
library was founded in 1797 by the parish minister, the
Rev. Dr Robert Douglas. This was the same man who had
taken such a leading part in founding the Selkirk Library.

Galashiels Subscription Library

When Robert H&ll came to write the history of Galasi..els 22

the first Minute book was already lost, the survivor he
quotes from dated only from 20th November, 1827. The
rules provided that members had to pay an entrance rfee of
five shillings, besides an annual subscription of four
shillings. This was obviously a much more modest affailr
than its Selkirk counterpart and catering for a different
class of reader. Those falling in arrears for eighteen
months were expelled, and fines were levied upon those

who failed to attend the annual meeting, or who allowed

224211, Robert. History of Galashiels. 1898. p. 506 et al.

The Minute book gquoted by Hall no longer exists and the

account which follows is therefore drawn largely on his notes.



17
a non-member the use of a book belonging to the Library.
Following the almost universal fashion of other libraries
of the time the rules provided that no books hostile to
reveaied religion or of an imﬁoral tendency, nor those
treating on divinity, law, physic, or politics could be
acquired unless ordered by a majority of members at a
general meeting.25 The Library was open every Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday, between the hours of nine and ten

in the morning; two and three in the afternoon; and six

to eight in the evening.

The Library was originally kept in the 0ld Town,
and William Hislop was Librarian. When it was located
there, Sir Walter Scott was apparently a frequent visitor,
and, in answer to some question by him regarding it,

David Thomson -the "Bard of Galashiels"- replied in verse:

"We hae nae mony books 1in vogue,
As you'll see by the catalogue,
In truth our funds are rather spare,
At present we can do nae malr,
We're ruined quite in oor finances

. . . 24
Wi' your bewitching, famed romances.”

25Kelly, 7. Early public libraries. 1966. p.125.

2%Ha11, R. History of Galashiels. pp 506 and 554.
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17
with the health of the Librarian, Mrs Scott. In
January of 1913 it had been reported that she had not
been at all well for some weeks past, but that the work
of thé Lending department had been carried out by volunteer
help. >
The Chairman thought that perhaps if Mrs Scott,
who was now somewhat bgtter than she had been, were to
get away for a little holiday she might be restored by the
change to her usual health. Provost Allan stated that
the District Nurse had spoken to him about Mrs Scott, and
that her idea was that ..she really would not get thoroughly
well, unless she had a change, and he suggested that leave
of absence for at least a fortnight should be given to her,
substitutes being placed in charge of both the Lending
department and the Library buildings during her absence,
they being paid for their work. This the Committee agreed
to do.
Mrs Scott's recovery apparently took longer than
was at first expected for in April reference was made to
the arrangements that had been made during her seven

weeks absence. A Miss Little and a Mrs Moyes had between

4SSelkirk Public Library Minute Book No. 3. 8th January 1913,
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own rent, coals and gas etc., as it was only the Library
house which was to be free,

The full Library Committee met again a fortnight
later to consider the applications received, but
immediately before they came together the Bobk sub-
comnittee had their usual meeting, as was their practice.
With reference to the Suggestion Book in the Library, the
sub-comnittee noticed that in many ways, it was not
legitimately used, and they recommended that a notice be
put in the book or on the walls of the Lending Department,
to the effect that those persons using the book should
be more careful in the use they made of it, by conforming
to the regulations as to signing their names etc. , and
by refraining from inserting irrelevant matter ! >0

With reference to the proposed Andrew Lang
cabinet, Mr Craig-Brown stated that after going fully
into £he matter, he thought that it might be as well to
confine the cabinet to those works really written by
Lang himself or by him in collaboration with others,
leaving out those works simply edited by him, of which
there was a great number.

From the most accurate bibliography they had been

able to compile of Lang's works it appeared that of

>Ogelkirk Public Library Minute Book No. 3. lst October 1913.
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119 books by Lang himself, the Library already possessed
48 ; of 10 works written in collaboration with others the
Library had 3 ; whilst of 100 books edited by Lang the
Library contaXined only 11. Craig-Browns suggestion of
limiting the size of the cabinet was agreed to,

At the meeting of the full Library Committee later
that same evening tbe members were gratified to hear that
the Hon. Clerk had received 67 applications for the post
of Libraiian and Caretaker. After a discussion as to the
best way of dealing with such a quantity of letters it
was agreed to pass all the applications round all the
Committee as quickly as possible during the next few days,
and to meet again in a week's time.

At that adjourned meeting the Clerk read over the
names of all the applicants, and the members signified by
a show of hands whether or not they considered suitable

51 After

the particular person whose name was called.
the complete list had been read over it was found that
seven out of the whole number of applicants appeared to

have a decided preference. . After discussion one name

was thrown out leaving a short leet of 6. Incidentally,

Slselkirk Public Library Minute Book No. 3. 8th October 1913.
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it was decided by a large majority during the course of
the discussion that it should be no disqualification that
the candidate was an unmarried woman ! The candidates on
the éhort leet were invited to meet the Committee in ten
days time.

A very pleasant surprise was then revealed to the
members. Mr Craingrown read them a letter that he had
received from a Dutch-American lady, Miss Both
Hendriksen, on the subject of the "Andrew Lang Cabinet".
She had heard from Mrs Lang of the Committee's efforts
to make up a collection of Lang's works and wished to help.
She had an almost complete collection of his works and
she offered to try and give any titles that the Library
might require to complete its collection. She said, "It
would be a debt of gratitude on my part, for I owe more to
Mr Andrew Lang mentally, than to any other person."

After various mempers of Committee had expressed
their pleasure at this handsome gift from such a totally
unlnoked for quarter, the Hon. Clerk was instructed to
send a formal letter of thanks for her generous offer,

Mr Craig-Brown offered to let Miss Hendriksen have a
note of the titles that were still wanting.

All six candidates turned up for interview at the
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appointed time , and they were shown over the buildings
and house before being seen individually. After they had
all been interviewed the Committee proceeded to ballot
for the appointment. Eventually, afiter a long drawn out
process of elimination the choice fell on Mr John Brydon
of Selkirk, and he was thereupon appointed Librarian and
Curator. >2 He took up his du%es almost immediately.

Mr Brydon's first year in office was marked by a
considerable upsurge in book issues, to the extent that
one member of Committee was stirred to complain of the
congestion which often occurred at the giving out of
books. He thought that the considerable delays which often
took place were due to the number of children who came for
books either for themselves or for their elders.SBThe
Committee agreed to experiment with "Children's Hours"
between 7.30 and 8 pm on Mondays and Thursdays, the idea
being that adults should not come for books on those
nights until 8 o‘clock. The experiment seemed to have

worked for separate hours for children and adults still

obtain in the Selkirk Public Library, even with Open Access.

52
Selkirk Public Library Minute Book No.3. 18th October 1913.

>31pid. 1st July 1914.
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'open access' might be tried, and the results noted by the
Librarian. It was also decided that a Book Club should be
inaugurated provided that a sufficilent number of members
could.be raised to carry out the project. 86

Two months later the Librarian was able to report
that so far the new system had been quite a success, and
it was resolved to continue the experimemt for a few
months further, 87

Mr Brydon also reported that only twelve people had
handed in their names in connection with the proposed Book
Club, and it was suggested that these twelve should be’
asked to attend a meeting with the Book sub-committee to
discuss the matter,

At that meeting apparently only five interested
people turned up, but there ¥§§eby then nearly thirty names
on the list, and the five thought that they could probably
increase that total to‘fifty. The sub-committee recommended
88

that the Club should start when that figure was reached.

Another interim report by the Librarian showed

868elkirk Public Library Minute Book No.5. 5th April 1933

871pid. 7th June 1933

881114, 5th July 1933.
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but the only reference appearing in the minutes of the
Selkirk Public Library is a brief note in December, 1932,
vhen the Chairman asked if it might not be possible to
allow braughts to be played in the Reading Room by
unemployed men for part of the day at least, The Committee,
however, felt that as the Town Council were considering
methods of providing work for the unemployed, they should
not do anything in the matter, o1
The next few years were fairly quiet, with book issues
slowly increasing, although the book fund only averaged
£30 per annum. 92 /
The quiet was disturbed in 1935 when the Book
sub~-committee reported that they had purchased "Seven
Pillars of Wisdom" by T.E. Lawrence for 30 sﬁﬁllings. The
sub-committee did not usually specify in their minutes
exactly what titles they had purchased, so there is
perhaps a hint of defiance in their declaration on this
occasion. Certainly Lawrence's arid and strong prose,

together with his revelations of naked humanity, did not

appeal to many library committeesX.

oo 1
'''''''

9lselkirk Public Library Minute Book No.S5. l4th December 1932.

92565 MinuteiBooks 1932-35.
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and referred t» the Commlttee,

In the meantime, however, a small sub-committee
had been meeting with representatives from the Galashiels
Public iibrary and from the Carnegie U.K. Trust in an
effort to devise means of attracting a money grant from the
Trust. One of the drawbacks was the Trust's insistence
that a comnlete amalgamation of the three existing library
services in the county would be the best way of ensuring
their approving a grant,

In an effort to show the Trustees that Selkirk was
quite capable of providing a reasonable service on its own

-

the estimate for book purchase that year was pushed up to
. - 96
£100 from its usual £30-£35.

A brief note inAJune,1936, intimated that the Book
Club had been dissolved and that all the books had been

P s 97

handed over to the Public Library shelves.

The following month a long discussion took place
with regard to the popularity of several new commerciail
lending libraries which had started in the town. It was

suggested that something should be done by way of a paragraph

in the local papers bringing to £he notice of the public

905elkirk Public Library Minute Book No.5. 8th April 1936,

%7 tbid. 3rd June 1936.
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that modern up-to-date fiction was available, free, in the
Public Library. This was agreed to as was the suggestion
that for the next year the Committee should purchase fiction
only. ?8

Still continuing their efforts to attract Carnegie
money the Committee eventually agreed to inaugurate a
card index system in place of their Indicator ana printed
catalogues. It was even agreed to make the change whether
or not the Carnegie grant became available, and that the
change should take place during the summer months under the
direction of a skilled librarian. 99

In this connection the Glasgow City Librarian was.
avproached in 1937 to see if he had an gssistant whom he
could lend to do the work, and whether it would be possible
o hawve 'him through for a day to look over the stock and to
discuss the matter in detail with the Book sub—committee.1OO

Mr Anthony G. Hepburn of the Mitchell Library was

the librarian seconded to Selxirk from Glasgow., It was

nroposed to pav him at the rate of 2s 6d per hour for

98selkirk Public Library Minute Book No.5. lst July 1936.

991bid. 3rd March 1937.

19914, 19th May 1937.
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a forty hour week, the Committee to be responsible for
his lodgings and travel expenses, It was also agreed to
hire a typist at £1 per week full-time. o1

By October the change-over had been made and
three recommendations of the Book sub-committee were
adopted by the full Committee., These were -

1. That no new books should be purchased pending
receipt from lMr Hepburn of a list of non-fiction which he
suggested as a basic stock.

2. That a juvenile section be established for
children between ten and fourteen years of age, and that
£20 should be spent on suitable books.

3. That the hours of opening of the Lending
Library be increased from 8 to 17 per week, and that an
assistant should be obtained for the Librarian, at £26 p.a.102

By this time the Carnegie grant of £150 for new
books, spread over three years, had been confirmed so it
anpeared logical enough that the Library should now join the
Library Association, if only to benefit from the Net Book

Agreenment and get 10% offthe purchase price of books bought.103

L

lo]'Selkirk Public Library Minute Book No.5. 25th June 1937

1021p1a. 6th October 1937

103Ibid. 5th January 1938.
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proposals for the re-organisation of local government in
Scotland, following the report of the Wheatley Commission;ll6
the Scottish Library Association supporited the opposite

point 6f view,

Following letters sent from the Publishers Assoclation
and the Library Association early in 1952, pointing out the
unavoidable increase in the price of books in recent years,
and recommending that library book-fund Estimates should be
increased by at least 50% that year in order to buy the
same number of books as the previous year, the Committee
decided to take no action as far as increasing their own
book-fund was concerned-currently running at about £220
ver year- but agreed that an attempt should be made at
re-starting a Book Club. 117

Within two months a Book Club committee were busy
requesting certain facilities at the Librgry, and also
seeking permission for the Librarian to render certain
services in connection with the running of the Club.

These requests the Committee were happy to grant,

providing always that the Club affairs did not interfere

1180mnd. 4150, September 1969.

175e1kirk Public Library Minutes. 9th January 1952.
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with the normal running of the Library. 118

Unfortunately this Bonk Club was aven shorter lived
than its predecessor. Within a year it was being reported
that the Club was being wound up. A total of fifty books

S a_ 5 S \ . e 119
were eventually hageq over to the Public Library.

Shortly after this the Chairman initiated a
discussion with regard to the propriety of the Librarian
attending Library Committee meetings. According to

. ' . .
the Chairman, Mr George Anderson, the Librarian had been
asked to attend some meetings from the time of his
appointment until the present time in view of the wvarious
matters relating to the improvement works, etc., undertaken
on the premises during that weriod. He obviously felt that
Mr Zallocher's attendance was becoming too habitual and
moved that , in future, the Librarian should not be
recquired to attend Commnittee mectings. . His motion was

. 120
approved by five votes to four,

Thae following vear seemed to be mostly taken up

with a running battle with the Library Association. It

118 I . ‘n R .
Selkirk Public Librarv Minutes. 12th Marci

;
1191pid. 8th April 1953

1291114, 8th July 1953.
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) , . 1
when it fell due in the following years.“z4

The passing of the Public Libraries (Scotland)
Act of 1955, with its lifting of the rate limitation,was
discusged briefly when its main vrovisions became known,
and the new position was noted with satisfaction. 125

Despite the lifting of the rate limitation the
snvending on books did not automatically leap upwards in

the succeeding vears, as can be seen below -

Book fund Estimate

o

1954-55 380
1955-56 325
1956~57 375
1957-58 390
1958-~59 410

The introduction of television into the burgh
also had its effect and when the Librarian reported a
drop in book issues during the previous three months, in
October 1958, a long discussion ensued and various views
were expressed with regard to the increasingly deteriorative

effect on modern reading habits caused by television in the

l24Selkir;c Public Library lMinutes. 13th October 1954

1250514, 13th July 1955.
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amongat us.

&e are not believers in the old saying that 'a little
learning is a dangerous thing.' We-thinksa.vastaamountcof
ignorance is more dangerous. Therefore, let us try to do
something towards flinging this disgrace from us by
establiéhing a reading-room and library worthy the name.

We cannot excuse ourselves on the ground of poverty,
for there is not a town in Scotland (population considered)
whose sons have more money in savings banks and provident
building societies, and whose young men spend more in the
worship of Bacchus.

I am sure that half the sum spent on drink would more
than suffice to provide a suitable reading-room and library
for our hard-working and industrious population. The
Council /of the Mechanics Institute/ will be happy to meet
with any parties favourable to promote the formation of a
committee to work out the suggestions thrown out. I have

now great pleasure in introducing Dr 3loag. " *

and so her¢ we have the first opublic suggestion of a
Public Library for Galashiels, although obviously Mr Cornish
and his Institute Council had discussed it among themselves

........

4 Dorder Advertiser. Saturday, 28th October, 1871.






236

the setting up of a Public Library in the town. He reminded
his audience that there was a Library Act by which towns

might, at a very small cost, nrovide themselves with libraries,
and he tho;ght that Galashiels was the very place to which

the provisions of such an Act should be apnlied.

It was the first, perhaps, among Border towns, Ifor
commercial prosperity, it should not, he said, be behind
then in intellectual life.

Ile then proceeded to speak at some length on the
advantages which such a library would afford to the public,
and to advise as to the manner of reading books, and the
kind of books to read. These suggestions were received
with some enthusiasm by his audience.

Immediately after the meeting the Council of the
Mechanics Institute placed an advertisement calling a
meeting of all favourable to the getting ﬁp of a Reading-room
and enlarging the present Library in connection with the

Institute.3

This meeting took place on November 2nd and was devoted
entirely to ways of starting a Public Library, the possible

extension of the Institute library being ignored altogether.

3Border Advertiser. Wednesday, lst November, 1871.
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The Rev. Dr Glcag moved " that this meeting is of opinion

that a Free Reading-Room, Library, and Museum would bé of

great practical value to the town of Galashiels, and

neighbourhood generally, and that a committee be elected,

consisting of the Council of the lMechanics Institute and

such others as this meeting may appoint, who shall collect

all information upon the practical workings of similar

institutions where they already exist, and report to a

future meeting."4 4
One of the speakers in support of the motion, Mr

Peter Eadie, cngineman or engineer as he is variously described,5

submitted a method of getting up a Free Reading-Room, Library,

Museum, and buildings for them by voluntary subscription in

one vear, and thus avoid the somewhat repulsive appearance

of burdening the rates with the cost of onroviding, as well

as supporting, such an institution as was contemplated.

4Border Advertiser. Saturday, 4th November, 1871,

5Later to found firm of Badie Bros. & Co. Ltd., Paisley.

Became Provost of Paisley in 1906.
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His scheme was as follows :
Wages paid in Mills in the town - 79 sets of
carding machines, at say, £60 per set, per
fortnight; per annum, £113,240

A voluntary payment of 1% for 1 year on

£113; 240 would realise, say, £1,000
Manufacturers' Subscription, say, £1,000
1% on wages in other works, say, £250

Subscription from employers in

these works, say, £250
Do, from shoplkecpers, viz., say, £250
Do. from professional gentlemen, and

farmers in neighbourhood, say, © £250

Total £3,000

This fund of £3,000 to be expended thus
Buildings and fittings, say, £2,000

Indowment for newspapers and

periodicals £500
Purchase of books, first year 2500
£3,000

Mr Eadie felt that if the building could be secured
by voluntary subscription, he did not think that the town

would be averse to taking upon itself the task of



maintaining the library in efficiency.

Dr Gloag's motion wag carried unanimously and a
committee of thirty gentlemen approinted to investigate
the matter.further. Mr Zadie was elected Secretary.

On the 20th of the same month the Committee heard
reports from libraries in Exeter, Liverpool, Dundeef
Paisley, etc., and authorised a sub-comuittee to summarise
them and bring them to the next meeting, together with
more definite proposals as to the probable cost etc.

A month later the Committee received the report from
its sub-committee. Included with the report were skétch
plans of a nossible structure, consisting mainly of
two rooms, each 41' X 32'., It was agre=d that £2,000 was
to be considered desirable for the venture, the money to
be collected by public subscription. It was also agreed
to call a public meeting to lay the report before the
town's ratepayers. 7

Provost Hall presided at that meeting, at which the

report and recommendations of the Comaittee were adopted

without dissent. It was also agreed that the towm's

6Border Advertiser. Wednesday, 22nd November, 1871.

7Border Advertiser. Friday, 22nd December , 1871.
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inhabitants be solicited for subscriptions for the purpose
of procuring a public library, the subscriptions, however,,
only to be paid in the event of the town adonting the Libraries

-

Acts. 8
The next forenoon a denutation f£rom the Committee
visited some of the larger employers of labour in the town
and collected promises for £1,120 before lunch. On February
26th, 1372, the Comnittee called another public meeting in
order to give such explanations of their purvose as might

be necessary before asking the town to adopt the Public
Libraries Acts. At this time the vbromised subscriptions
totalled £1772 £rom, as it was pointed out, over 1,000
persons of whom more than 9/10 were householders knowing
that they would be rated for the new Library.9 The
meeting went very well and arrangements were put in hand
to call an official adoption meeting.

Questions being raised as to whom was eligible to

8Bo;der Advertiser, Friday, 29th Decemver, 1871,

9 s . . o
Dorder Advertiser. Friday, lst March, 1872, This edition
also carried full copies of the relevant Acts governing

Public Libraries in Scotland.
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s latter appointment as one of the principals af-the firm
was Provost Ilall, but this was resolved by him demitting
his c¢civic office. He was re-elected as a Councillor and
became Pro%ost again in 1875.

The original shape of the building can still be traced
today, comprising as it did the front half of the present
Library.

The front of the building is in the Scottish baronial
stvle of architecture. The straight line of the front was
broken by a »rojection of the wall in the centre. This
projection was carried up the whole height of the building,
and finished with a crow-stepped gable, flanked by two
large moulded finials, standing on massive moulded sikew
blocks, the gable being crowned by a finial of a similar
description. A large three-light window was placed at the
top, having an arched head filled in with stone panels, on
vhich were cut the words ‘'Free Library' , in large letters.16

On the ground floor was situated the librarian's house;
the stove-house for heating the reading room, and a
committee~room., From the large corridor at the entrance,

16 o . .
Descrin»tion taken from Border Advertiser, 14th October, 1874,
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etc., had been arranged.

Unfortunately, the night before was very wet and the
strects excessively muddy, so the turnout of the townsfolk
was not as.great as had been honed. Nevertheless, the
Town Band set off from Wilderhaugh followed by a large
crowd bearing flags and standards. The Good Templars
joined the procession at Roxburgh Street, again with
banners and £flags and mottoes such as 'Success to the
Public Library’', 'Seek knowledge where it can be found,'
'Man does not live by bread alone,' and similar sentiments,

The Temmlars had a band as well, and the joint procession
then passed along Bridge Street, Stirling Street, Market
Square, Crofi Street and the 0ld Town to the Public
Library. They arrived in time for the conclusion of the
formal onening by Mr Trevelvan, and everybody then joined
the zonks between the bands and set off for the LZast
United Presbyterian Church where Mr Trevelyan gave his _ :
formal speech to mark the occasion,

The Library opened with nearly 2,200 volumes listed
in its printed catalogue. They included the former stock
of the Mechanics' Institute Library , which itself had
contained: some of the stock of the former Galatkhiels

Suhscription Library, thus giving the new library an
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unbroken linlk back to 1797.

The Committee had advertised for their first Librarian
in april of 1874}7 the applicants being invited to state
the salary they expected.

From 17 ap»nlications for the ofifice of keeper and
Librarian that of Mr John Dick, late confectioner, was
accepted}B The salaries asked for by the candidates
ranged from £70 per annum down to £20 per annum , the
sum accented by Mr Dick, With this salary he also got
a rent-free house, with free coals and gas. It was agreed
to furnish him with cleaning and washing materials for
the Likrary, but it was stipulated that he should not
be allowed to keep lodgers. The low salary was somewhat
offset by the fact that despite all the duties laid on
the Librarian the Committee expected him to keep up his
normal employment during the day, attending to his library
Guties in the evenings and at week-ends. His wife was

ssimed to be able to look after the Library in his
ebsence. This arrangement did not last long however, for
before the end of the year the Comnittee were asking

17

Border Advertiser. Wednesday, 22nd April, 1874,

8Library Committee Minute Book No. 1., 12th May, 1874.



Mr Dick to state his terms for devoting his whole time to
he Library. =Zventually a salary of £40 per annum , with
free house, gas, and coal, was agreed upon,

The Library was an instant success. The first annual
renort noted that 13,794 books had been lent out from a

19 . . .
It is interesting to note

stock of 2,485 wvolumes.
that in the bonk kent for readers' suggestions several of
the earliest entries are concerned with ways of speeding

un the counter service offered, ie.,

'To prevent crowding during the hours of giving out and
receiviny bonks, a check style in front of the Librarian's
desk would be useful.'

'T would sugyest that a sheet of paper be kept
lying on the table of the Librarians desk, for anyone
to write his name, on enteringy the room, so as to secure his
turn in getting out his book.'

'The Committee might take into consideration the
necessity of extending the time for receiving and issuing
books. After waiting above an hour I have had to lecave

. . 20
without being able to exchange a book.'

19Public Library Minute Book No. 1, 15th July, 1875,

O
2 Librarv Suggestion Book, 1874-1963.
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Although the Library and Reading-Room were open from
9am to 10pm on every‘lawful day, books were only issued
between the hours of 12 noon and 1lpm, and 7 to 9pm in ?he
evenings., .Readers were allowed one book only, and had to
make thelr choice from conies of the printed catalogue.

A orinted form had then to be filled in listing the
catalogue numher and letter of the rocuired veolume, and
thaen handad to the Librarian. If the Librarian could find
thn bool:r on the shelves, the details of the bhoolr and the
norrowers name and address were then entered into a
ledger. In an attemnt to speed the process a little;
readers could purchase their own copy of the catalogue,
and could 2lso buy bundles of the printed recquest slips.
Nevertheless, complaints about the slowness of the service
persisted for a lo-ng time.

As membershin of the Library was onlv open to
ratenayers and residents of the Dﬁrgh an interestingl
anomal? soon became apparent when the Rev. Dr 3loag, who
lived in +the suburbs of the burgh, had to make a special
apnlication to the Committee recuesting the use of the
Library. After much discussion it was decided that

21Library Committee Minute Book lMNo.1l, 20th Octobher, 1374.
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peonle resident within the suburbs of the burQh/could get
books out of the Library on the security of an elector,

and on conaition that they nre-pay a voluntary subscription
of one penny per pound on their rental. This was

evidently satisfactory to Dr Gloag for not only did he
become a registéred reader but in 1877 joined the Library
Committee itself, soon becoming Convenor of the Book
Committee - a post he held until leaving the town in 1892,

The sudden death of Mr Dick in 1876, at the age of
42, was a sad loss to the Public Library. Without
advertisement, the Committee immediately appointed his
widow as Librarian. This was, perhaps, one of the earliest
examples of female emancipation in Scottish local
government. The first estimates of expenditure under
Mrs Dick's reign included an estimate for new books of £30,
a sum that was not to be exceeded for many years.

The Library continued its steady progress for several
vears, with slowly increasing numbers of books issued.22
The next important development was the adoption, in 1881,
of the Indicator system of showing which books were

23

available for loan. This system helped in speeding up

2See Appendix C.

23public Library Minute Book No.l. 27th May 1881.
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Compared with the speed with which the priginal
building got under way, its first extension took shape
rather more slowly. It was not until April of 1889 that
the final vlans were cordially and unanimously appréved.
In November of that year a simple ceremony marked the
official opening of the extension. It was noted that
once again the costs had been raised entirely by public
subscription.25 A Museum was not included.

Basically the extension consisted of doubling the
available space by removing the back wall of the former
reading room and building on a new reading room. The
original wall had been built of only 9 inch brickwork for
just such an eventuality.

In 1894 Provost Dickson brought before the Library
Committee the cuestion of starting a Juvenile lending
department for children between the ages of 8 and 13 years.
At that time only young people of 13 and over could borrow
books. The ide; was not favourably received. _.It was
thought by one member that the Sabbath School libraries
in the towﬁ would supply much of the reading wished by

juveniles., It was also mentioned that such a department

25Border Advertiser, 30th November, 1889,
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would entail a great deal of trouble and dxpenée, andg
at precsent the whole rate was reguired to meet current
expenditure, Remarks were also passed on the deterioration
of bonks in the hands of young children, and that as a
good deal of the timevof children was taken up by school
lessons, such a department was not greatly needed. It
was also claimed that there was no lack of suitable
literature for children to read in the Library if neceasary.
The matter was dropped meantime,

In May of 139726 Bailie Lindsay suggested that
something might be done to commemorate the Mueen's
Dicmond Jubilec, by way of descriptive ornamentation
along the fricze in the Reading Room. The Town Council
having agreesd to pay half the cost, this scheme was
eventually carried out,

iight years later, in 1205, HMrs Dick tendered her
resignation owing to 111 health. che had worked for the
Library for 31 vears, 29 of them as Librarian, Her
retiral was marked by a public presentation of jewellery
and a2 ourse of money,

The Comnittee received over 300 applications for the

ook Mo, 2. 27th May 1897,
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4. That the age linit for Juveniles be 10 years,
and that the Librarian exercise his diccretion
. as to the issue of books to all readers under
13 vears of aje.
5. That all readers over 13 vears of age Lo have
e use of booxks from all departments,
6., That the hours of issue for the Juvenile
department be from 6,30pm - 7pn., and that
no bonks be issued to Juveniles ketween
7pm and 9pm,
7. That no steps be taken for dunlicating
Juvenile books,
™ese recomaendations were duly adonted without dissent,
As thie Librarian 41id not »ublish separate iassue figuresv
for Juvenile beoks until 1933, it is difficult to ascess
the é:fcct these new arrangements had on Juvenile reading
and use of the Library.
In FTebruary 19206 thé Rev, !Mr Mathecgan gave notice of
a motion that the Book Committee be asked to consider
the question of the possibility of starting a Book Club
in c¢onnection with the Library,
In an average year the Comalttee would budget to
socnd £40 -« £50 on newsvavers and peridicals, and £20 -

£30 on books., Now books were scldom bought, most purchases
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By August 1914 the Committee were planning for
a formal re-onening ceremony, but evidently the outbreak
of war decided them against such junketings, for there is
no recérd of any such event taking place.

Now that the Librarian was no longer living on the
premises the Committee felt that he should have some
assistance and it was agreed to engage a young girl, to
be trained as an Assistant Librarian., During her four
vears apprenticeship her weekly wages were to be 6s, 7s,
8s, and 10s successively. Miss Hannah Somerville, the
Librarian's daughter, was appointed.

The increase in the Public Library rate from 1d to 3d
in 1920 was welcomed by the Committee. For some time
past the Library had had to be supported by occasional
grants from the Town Council in order to balance the
accounts. Book issues were slowly declining, partly due
to the smallness of the book-fund, énd partly due to the
retention of the 'closed-access' system,

In 1926 the question of 'open-access' was raised in
C:ommi’t:tee..32 The sub-committee which reported on the matter

indicated that open-~access was not possible in the present

........

3 . . . .
2Pub11c Library Minute Book No.3. 2nd December, 1926,
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building. If open access was to be introduced it would
necessitate a complete re-construction of the Library. The
question was dropped meantime.

" In 1931 the Committee received a letter from the
Education Committee of Selkirkshire County Council inviting
delegates to a meeting to consider a circular from the
Carnegie Trustees promising grants of up to £100 for library
purposes - under certain conditions. 33

Farly in 1932 the Carnegie Trustees wrote to the
Town Council intimating that they were prepared to receive
applications for grants of between £200 and £1,000
provided that certain conditions were complied with,
A further letter in March of that year gave further details
of the qualifying conditions, 34 These included
amalgamation with the County Library, (housed in the Technical
College in Galashiels), the introduction of open access,
the engaging of extra staff, and the purchase of more new
books than the Committee had been in the habit of providing.

It was agreed that no further action be taken.

Three years later, however, worried about declining

33Public Library Minute Book No.4. 12th March, 1931,

341pid. 14th April, 1932.
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book issues, a sub-committee was set up with powers to
examine the possibility of introducing open access. After
discussions with Mr Savage of Edinburgh, Mr Shirley of
Dumfriés, and Mr Cotton of Dunfermline, and wvisits to
several other libraries, it was agreed to adopt the open
access system and to seek a Report by a professional
librarian on the present and future organisation in the

Galashiels Library.35

It was also agreed to make endquiries
concerning possible amalgamation or co-operation with both
Selkirk Public Library and Selkirkshire County Library.

In February 1936 Mr W.E.C. Cotton reported on his
inspection of the Library.36 His main recommendations
concerned the introduction of open access, the apnointment
of a qualified librarian, and the introduction of a
recognised scheme of classification,

The Committee, after lengthy discussion, resolved
to terminate Mr Somerville's appointment, and to advertise
for a qualified librarian. In the same month it was
decided to join the Library Association in order to benefit

from the Net Book Agreement.

35public Library Minute Book No.4. 19th December, 1935.

361114, 20th February 1936.
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By June of the same year the Secretary of the Carnegie
Trustees was writing to the Committee provisionally
offering a grant of £250 for new boonks, providing that the
Galashiels Library was modernised by the introduction of
the open access system, the appointment of a trained and
qualified librarian, the adoption of modern methods of
classification and cataloguing, and the overhauling of the
stock.37 The letter also referred to the desirability of
a completely unified system to ensure a library service for
the whole county, and to the alternative of a joint working
arrangement between the different authorities in the interests
of economy.

The Committee were quick to reply that substantial
progress had already been made towards mecting the primary
conditions laid down, and asked for an immediate grant with
a view to replenishing the library and bringing it
thoroughly up to date as a first essential to any future
co-oneration which might be found practical. It was also
nointed out that as Galashiels was soon to have a séparéte
Juvenile department the work of the County Library would

to a large extent be rendered unnecessary as far as

Voo st

37Galashiels Public Library. Letter Files. June 1936,
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The first annual report of the Librarian following
the re-opening showed a highly satisfactory increase in
book issues. Compared with the year 1936-37, which was
also iﬁterrupted by the alterations, the daily average had
risen to 434 volumes from 55 volumes, with a total issue for
the year of 51,210 as compared with 6,999.

During the period of alteratioés‘representatives
of both Galashiels and Selkirk Public Libraries had been
meeting occasionally to discuss the possibilities of co-
operation between the two libraries, with a view especizally
tn the interchange of books- the Carnegie Trustees having
indicated that they would expect some such arrangements. to
be made as a condition of the grants which they were
making to the two libraries.

In July, 1938, recommendations from the joint
meeting were presented to thelr respective Committees.38
These were as follows :

1. That as regards the purchase of books, Galashiels
should give to Selkirk, if necessary, facilities for
acquiring books through the Galashiels Committee, so as

to benefit from the terms of the Net Book Agreement,

38Public Library Minute Book No.4. 8th September, 1938,






same terms as if he had been a member of that Library. It
was also recommended that each Library should forthwith
set about the making of a copy of Index Card Catalogues
for thé above purpose.

The Galashiels Library Commititee approved of the
recommendations, with the reservation that the matter be
re-considered in six months time. At that time it was
reported that only two books had been borrowed by Selkirk
and none directly by Galashiels, and it was decided to
continue the scheme meantime. There is no record of
either Librarian ever doing any work on duplicating the
Catalogues, and it would appear that this aspect of the
co-operative scheme was allowed to quietly disappear.

The outbreak of war in September, 1939, had an

immediate eFfect on the Library. Owing to the difficulty

in complying with the regulations concerning 'blacking-cut'’

the building, the Library could only remain open during the

hours of daylight. In an effort to stem the decline in

book issues the Librarvy was opened on Sunday afternoons.

After a slow start the issues on that day began to improve

and the arrangement continued until the Committee managed

to black-cut the Library suitably in late 1940,
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the Galashiels Public Library as an independent entity.
The letter was from the Smaller Libraries Group, inviting
the support of the Committee at the 1956 Annual Conference
of the'Library Association. It was explained that this
Group had been formed to oppose the Library Association's
views on the future organisation of library services in
the event of changes in local government affairs, Whilst
the Committee sympathised with the Group's desire to safe-
guard the rights of smaller authorities, they did not think
the matter of such urgency as to require immediate action.
The Committee did not even send a delegate to the Conference.
By 1958 the liberating effect of the removal of the
3d rate limitation was being shown to good effect in
steadily rising book issues. In March, the Librarian was
ahle to report that the County Library service had issued
the highest number of books ever in its history, a total
of 11,208, 29 He explained his view that this was probably
as amny as the voluntary librarians could handle, and it
was difficult to foresee any further substantial increase.
He suggested that a mobile library service was the only
possible way to maintain an adequate service in the rural

areas of the county.

o, .
.......

59Public Library Minute Book No.4. 1lth March, 1958.°
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administered as part of the County Library Service. The
Library Committee agreed to participate if the scheme was
adopted by the County Council. The County Council raised no
objections and the first three schools started receiving
books in the Autumn term of 1959,

In his Annual Report later that same year6l, whilst
noting an overall increase of 5% in book issues, the
Librarian warned the Committee that the recent introduction
of I.T.V. broadcasts to the town might be expected to have
an effect on reading habits,

The next Annual Report62, showed a further increase
of 3.8%, but the Librarian again gave warning that the
full effect of commercial television was not being felt,
but that the following year would almost certainly show
a decline in book issues,

At the same meeting the recommendations of the
Scottish Library Association on new library legislation
for Scotland were considered. These recommendations had
been made following the publication of the Roberts Committee

Report to the Minister of Education on the future status

61Librarian's Annual Report 1958/59, 17thDecember 1959,

2 ibrarian's Annual Report 1959/60, 25th October 1960.
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of public libraries in Bngland and Wales.63 The Council

of the Scottish Library Association recommended that the
Secretgry of State for Scotland should have general
oversight of the public library service. Large burghs
should remain as library authorities but small burghs, in
order to retain their powers, must satisfy the Secretary
of State that they were providing an efficient service.
Counties with small populations and low rateable value
should combine with other authorities to provide a reasonable
standard of service, if necessary with the assistance of
government grants. The recommendations covered other
facets of the library service and included standards for the
assessment of efficiency. The recommendations werebeing
sugmitted to a Special General Meeting of the Association
to be held on 4th November, 1960,

It was recognised by the Library Comnaittee that some
authorities were not providing a reasonable standard of
library service, but they ;ere in no doubts that Galashiels

was not in this category and was among those small burghs

which were fulfilling their functions properly. On the

..............

63Ministry of Education. The structure of the Public Library

Service in BEngland and Wales., 1959. Cmnd.660.
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question of combination of small authorities it was agreed
that voluntary RO co-operation was preferablz to
compulsory combination in order to maintain the local
intereéﬁ which was desirable in a public service.
Treasurer Wilson outlined the difficulties facing local
authorities who had so many conflicting claims for
expenditure to consider each year. Exception was taken
to some of the wording in the recommendations. The
Librarian was appointed to attend the Special General Meeting
and make known the Committee's views where necessary.

At thelr next meeting64 the Committee learned that the
draft recommendations had been passed by the Special
General Meeting with only minor amendments. They would now
be submitted to the next Annual Conference of the Association.

At this meeting also, the Committee discussed the

Public Lending Rights Bill which had been introduced in
Parliament the previous Decenber. Although the Bill had been
‘talked out', it was possible that it would be re-introduced
in a future session of Parliament. The Bill sought to
introduce a charge of one penny for each book borrowed from
public and certain other libraries in England and Wales,

payable by the borrower. It had been estimated that this

P A

64Pu‘blic Library Minute Book No. 4, 15th February 1961.
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idea in the recommendations was the suggestion that there
should be one full-time assistant for every 3,900 of
population.66 Nobody seems to have pointed?%g the Councillor
that with a staff of four, and a burgh population of about
12,000, the Galashiels Public Library was already meeting

the necessary standard of provision in this respect.

It was the feeling of the meeting that the
recommendations were wholly unacceptable and should be
opbosed. The Librarian was instructed to attend theVConference
and to make known his Committee's views.

Mr McCorkindale duly reported back in July that
the recommendations, although meeting strong opposition,
had been duly accepted by the Conference without amendment.67

VThe Annual RSort for that year duly noted the decline
in book issues forecast two years before, This decline;
mainly in works of fiction, was to continue for another
vear before stabilising. In the 2Annual Report for 1961/62,
which noted this stabilisation as the initial effects of

commercial television wore off68, the Librarian also

R I T I P S S B

66Border Telegrapn, 16th May 1961,

67Scottish Library Association News, No.48, June/July 1961

68Public Library Minute Book No.5, 22nd November 1962,






Council, that :

1. The library at the Galashiels College of
Further Education should be developed as a
technical library for the use not only of
students but of the community generally.
2., It should be developed as an extension of
the existing Burgh Library service.
3. Monies to finance the service would be paid
to Galashiels Town Council by the Education
Authority.
4, It would be remitted to the Galashiels
Burgh Librarian to run the service in
consultation with the Principal and staff
of the College.
Under this scheme the books in the College library
and the Public Library would be interchangeable, and a
joint catalogue of the holdings of both libraries would
be maintained. Book selection would be co-ordinated.
The Librarian intimated that the Town Council had
already considered the submission of the Education
Committee and had no objections to the proposed scheme,
The Library Committee also agreed that the proposals

should be adopted. It was also agreed that it was






297
was an urgent need for more shelving, but the lack of
floor space prevented any expansion in this department.
After.considerable discussion it was agreed that a
sub-committee should be set up to examine the building

and report back.

Their report, when it was presented72, not only
covered the present use of the building but also made
recommendations concerning the future use of the space
available, The area of each of the main rooms was given
and it was noted that the News Room, (1430 sq.ft.), occupied
almost as much room as the Lending Library, (1550 sq.ft.).
The sub-commiﬁtee recommended that the dividing wall
between these two rooms should be removed.

Instead of having a separate News Room the newspapers
and magazines could be accommodated on racks in the enlarged
Lending Library and small tables could be provided for
readers to sit at. The formation of one large room on the
top f£loor would allow the Children's Library\gg\fflhoused
on this floor and the present Children's Library co;ld be
used for Town Council displays and exhibitions, It was

recommended that an architect should be asked to advise

.....

72Public Library Minute Book No.5, 20th February 1964.



on the possible alterations following the lines suggested.
The report was approved and the choice of architect was

left to the sub-committee. By May the appointed architect,
F. Whiﬁe, of H. Wylie & Partners, Edinburgh, had submitted
a preliminary sketch containing a further proposal to extend
the gallery into the present News Room and a quantity
surveyor had been engaged to give an estimate of $Hhe costs

involved.73

When the first estimates -~ £15,400 -~ were subrﬁitted74
they were found to include not only the cost of the alterations
but a2iso an overhaul of the heating system, new shelving,
book-cases and furniture, and new lighting. Provost Kemp
reported on the sub-committee's meetings with the architect.

He summarised the library's requirements, emphasising the
social value of the service to the commug“ty, and moved

that the architects report on the proposez\a terations and
the estimates for them should be approved. Tfeasurer Dobson
indicated for the guidance of the members that the annual

charge on the library for repayment of a loan on £15,400

would be approximately £1,080, equivalent at that time to

S-i.‘ten‘-é- vy

73Public Library Minute Book No.5, 28th May 1964

"“public Library Minute Book No.5, 20th July 1964,

and Border Telegraph, 21st July 1964,
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a rate of 1%da. With very little discussion the Committee
unanimously resolved to recommend to the Town Council that
approval should be given to the alterations proposed by

the architects, and also that authorisation be given to

the expenditure involved,

Although the Town Council approval was quickly:
forthcoming it was another year before the Librarian could
report75 the approval of the Scottish Education Department
to the reconstruction and the raising of the necessary loans,
The builder, Wm. Anderson{Melrose) had already been chosen,
and intended to start operations immediately after the
trades holidays in July.

The re-modelling took a year to complete, the
new Lending Library being re-opened to the public in
September 1966. For most of that time the lending service
had been conducted from the Committee Room and Entrance
Hall on the ground floor. Despite the difficulties
entailed, the book issues for the vear were only 369 down

on the previous year - 127,649 compared with 128,018, 76

™he official re-opening took place on 17th March 1967

7Spuplic Library Minute Book No.5, 20th July 1965.

76 . .
Public Library Minute Book No.5, 27th October 1966,
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A new gallery for reference and older books was built
. and the childien's library removed from the ground floor
and sited under the new gallery. The old gallery running
along the front of the building was ieft to house the

local collection and a small quick reference stock on

wall shelves, the floor area being left clear for study
tables. Beneath this gallery, newspapers and peré?icals
were on wall racks between windows, with easy chairs

and bench seating provided.

On the ground £lcor, the space released by the
transfer of the children's library has been combined, again
by wall cdemolition, with the entrance hall to form an
exhibition area. On the day of the official opening
this space was occupied by the annual exhibition of the
local Camera Club,

As it was pointed out at the time,78 whatever
faults Victorian buildingé may possess they often have
a spaciousness about them which is absent in modern structures,
The new, main single room , 84ft. long by 40ft. wide, has
a ceiling height of 25ft. Roof lights running the length
of the building and windows in each end wall ¢give an intense

natural light. To emphasise the effect white paint was

' Bttt St

78 e
Border Telcgraph. 21lst March 1967, and

Scottish Library Association News. No.78,March/April 1967, p.13.



was used on the walls and ceiling whilst the wall shelving
was backed with dark blue pve sheeting. New woodwork in
afrormosia and pine gave warmth to the interior and a
broad battern of black, grey, and orange linoleum tiles
covered the floor. Dark green and white was chosen for
he colour scheme on the cround floor and sTaircase,
Shelving was deliberately chosen to maintain the sense of
airiness and light. To complete the effect, the overall
lighting was provided by more than seventy Japanese paper
lanterns, supplegged by spot-lights at strategic points,
The final cost of the operation was £16,100, an increase
of £2,1C0 over the original estimate.

In his Annual Report for the year 1966/7, the Librarian
was able to report an increase in book issues of 20% over
the previous year, although for only two-thirds of that
time had the full accommodation been available.79 A few
months later the issues were still rising, breaking all
previous records in the history of the library, and the

supply of books available was becoming inadequate to cope

with the demand8o. By the time of the 1967/68 Report

o s
W

7%public Library Minute Book No.5, 6th July 1967.

80puplic Library Minute Book No.5, 23rd Novermber 1967.
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book issue figures to ever inczeesing record figures.

The Librarian’s Annuval Report for 1973 noted a new record

figure for the combined library service of 331,988 book
87

issues for the year. With increasing services to old

folk's homes, hospitals, pre-school playgroups, and a

constant searchinglfor new ways of exploiting the riches

of the library for the benefit of the public it serves,

the Galashiels Publiec Library looked forward to the

re-organisation of local government in 1975 with every

confidence in the future.

87Galashiels Public Library Minute Book. 31lst May 1973.
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already provided in the rural parts of the County, and that
thereafter the Convenor of the Comnittee and the Director
of Education‘should visit the Rural Library Centre in
Dunfegmline to see how the scheme was carried nut in detail
and to discuss the whole guestion with the experts there, 5
Bxactly what information the Committee gathered is
not recorded but in July of that year the varinus School
Management Committees in the landward areas were reporting
back that theyv had approved of the scheme for establishing
rural libraries under the Carmnegie U.X. Trust scheme. 5 The
Stitrick and Xirkhope Committee added that the teachers
were quite willing to undertake their share of the work
involved.
Seven months later, in February, 1922, the Rural
"
Libraries Committee revorted that at a meeting held on
28th January Colonel Mitchell, secretary of the Carnegie
U.X. Trust, Dunfermline, who had been asked to be present,
had stated that the Carnegie Rural Library Scheme had

already been adopted by 38 counties - 22 in England and

16 in Scotland. From the information which had besn

SEducation Authority Minute Book 1. 5th May 1921,

S1pid. 7th July 1921. Book 2.
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1. That the Authority adopt the Rural Libraries
Scheme and make formal application &o the
Carnegie United Kingdom Trust for a grant on
the above conditions ;
2. That the Authority undertake the responsibilities
referred to above, which were estimated to.
cost not more than between £40 and £50 per
annum.,
The Rev. lr Xirkpatrick moved approval, and the
Rev, ®r Mackenzié seconded. Mr Barrie said that they must
consider the times and the stringency of money. Hz2 moved;
as an amendment, that the Authority undertake no xmsponsibility
and that the scheme only e adopted provided that each
locality found the money for the boxes, Mr Barrie's
amendnent failed to f£ind a seconder, and the motion
became the finding of the meeting.
A month later, at the March meeting of tle Authority,
the Rural Libraries Committee were able to report :-
1. That a letter had been received from the
Carnegie U.K. Trust stating that they had
decided to offer the Authority a grant of £200

of which approximately £185 was to be spent on

7Border Telegraph. 8th February 1922,














































































should ask the Lducation Authority to increase their
contribution by a similar 5 %,42
Unfsrtunately, the renlv this time from the

Direcéor of Education pointed out that at the time.the request
was receivad the County budget had alteady been prepared, and
the Bducation Committee could not agree to increase the
grant f»r 1955/56. The Rducation Committee were, however,
symnathetic towards the request and promised to reconsider
the matter the following year. 43 This they eventually did,
increasing the allowance by 50% to £450 , at which point it
remained for the following five vears.

~In his Annual Report for the year 1957-58 the
Librarian pointed out that the number of books circulating
in the _lountv .orvice, 3,673, was probably the maximum
which the voluntary librarians could exploit, and that it
was difficult to foreses any substantial increase in
hook issues. In nhis opinion a mobile librar& would be
necessary in order to maintain an adequate service in the

rural areas. HHe advised that +the population of Selkirkshire

was too small /i.e. 3,377 at l95ﬁbensu§7' to warrant the
A

4 i s .
ZPu ic Liibrary Minute Book lMo.4. 14th June 1955,

43Ibid. 6th October 1955, !
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she-purchase of a full-sized mobile library as used by
other library authorities, but that a small van, suitably

converted, wnuld be ideal. Xconoinically this would be a

feasible propnsition, especially if a measure of co-oneration . -

with another authority could he effected... After some
discussion, it was agreed to invite the views of the
Fducation Committee on the matter. 44

Bight months later, in November 1958, the Librarian
renorted on the meetings that he had held with the Director
of Education diséusning the possibility of nroviding some
form of mobile library service in the County area. It had
been decided that it was not opportune to »roceed with such a
oroject at that time. Instead, it was felt that a more
urgent prob}em was the provision of a library service to
schools in the two burghs, similar to that existing in
the rural schools. 45 The Librarian had been asked to
nrepare a report giving estimated costs for inaugurating
and maintaining such a service, for submission to the
Education Comnittee,

n March, 1959, the Librarian reported to the

4public Library Minute Book no.4. 13th March 1958,

4 . )
5IbJ.d. 13th Novenlber 1958,



























As was becoming usual the decrease in book issues, from
127,058 to 10,343, was aczounted for in full bv a drop in

books issed to adult readers. Over the vear about 40 books - =

ner head were issued to pusils in the landward schools. The
issue to adults was less than 2 per head. égopulétion in

1961 was 3,045;7 These figures only served to emphasise
what had been said in nrevious annual reports that wheré there

he

et
o)
cr

was Airect contact with the supplv of books - as wi
school children - there the librarv service is sucnessful.
ilhere, as in the case of the adult population, there was
little or no contezet then the current system of sending

out hooks in boxes to stand in the centres for a school

term was quite inadequate. This method of providing a
Library service had been ébandoned over most of +he country
in favour of mobile libraries. Mr rMcCorkindale found it
somewhat disheartening that cities such as Bdinburlgh could
provide mobile libraries within their houndaries to cater
for those who lived too far from the nearest branch or
central library - a matter of a mile or so, with plentiful
public transport - whilst those living in remote rural areas
th viiiom a book service would be a most desirable social

service were neglected. He felt that whilst this might
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be regarded from the purely local authority point of view
as an unavoidable paradox imposed by economic necessity,
from a broader, national outlook it must surely be seen as
socialiy deplorable,

The fact that 3,916 adult books were igsued at
all was due to the voluntaryiwork of the teachers in the
centres, allied in some cases to a commendable enthusiasm
and ingenuity in distributing books through children,
tradesmen's vans and other messengers. It was a pity,
said the Librarian, that these individual efforts were not
supported by the type of rural library servige now generally
accented as being necessary to fulfil the reading require-
ments of the community.

The report was approved without comment.

In July, 1965, the Library Committee, when
considering their own estimates of expenditure for the -
following vear, agreed that the County Council, through the
Tducatlion Comnittee, should be asked to consider increasing
the contributions made towards the cost of the Schools and
the Countv Library services. Since 1959, when the Schools
service was introduced, the cost of honks had increased
considerably,'but the basis on which expenditure on books

was calculated - 3s per pupil per annum - had remained the
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during the following year helped to maintain, and even improve,
the high issues of the previous yéar, and a new record book
issue of749590 was recorded.63 Of the new outlets, that

at Boléside House, an old folk's home, provided 6912 issues,

a welcome sign that the library service could join with

other social services in improving community life., With

the co-operation and help of members of the W.R.V.S. a

service was started late in 1971 to the patients of Pecl
Hospital, the central hospital for the Border counties,

The same year saw the Schools service go from
strength to strength with total issues of 52470, and an
ever increasing demand for project collections. For the
first time, non-book materials were added to the resources
of the service, and the welcome given to the introduction
of materiaels such as film-strips, charts, gramophéne records
and iilustrations made sure that the libraries maintained
their place as a very important component of the educational
service, 64

A slight decline of school issues to 50526 was

noted in 1972, This was explained by the necessity during

®3public Library Minute Book No.5. 3rd February 1972.

64Librarian's Annual Report., 1971,









During the early years of the County Library service the
schonl at Yarrowford had served as a centre for the neigh-
hourhood, but when the school was closed down in 1982 the
library closed with it. The re-npening of the school
building as a sub-Post Office and general store in 1972
provided an opportunity to re-start the library service as
well. One unlooked for advantage was that the old County
Library sign still hung on the outside wall!
The re-organisation nf local government in Scotland
scheduled for 1975 meant that the Annual Report for 1974
was the last to be presented to the Library Commnittee.
Unfortunately, it had to be noted that during the year the
book issues from the county centres had suffered a drop of
nearly 22% from the previous year, A national fuel shortage,
with severe restrictions on petrol supplies during the
winter of 1973/74 had meant a drastically reduced number of
ook exchanges with disastrous results to the numbers issued.67
The Schools service was not affected by the fuel
cuts and +the contined rise in issues reflected the success

of the efforts that had been made to encourage children to read.

o~

07Librarians Annual Report. 1974.
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Selkirk Public Librarv - Book Issues

APPENDIX B

i o

Year

1890
1891
1392
1393
1394
1895
1396
1897
1898
1399
19500
1901
1902
1903
1504
1905
1906
1907
1908
19098
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1024
1925
1926
1927
19283
1929
1930
1931

Issues

19354
15779
15063
13975
13286
13134
13168
12867
13547
12337
11041
10657
10486
10545
10706
10536
10281
9285
7983
7724
8345
8697
8967
9267
11689
10847
8282
6139
6628
7865
8510
6889
7102
6224
6431
6981
8447
7931
7009
6403
6309
6452

Year

1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947

© 1948

1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972

S

Issues

9311
10706
12082
12206
11392

17486
18807
22530
25879
23996
24075
24719
24540
25815
23255
24439
30125
32059
40172
; 44036
43326
44585
45074
46350
48809
50955
50627
51937
51958
49008
i 47064
45596
48458
48409

48788
49619
50878
53187
53531

3bb
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APPENDIX D (1)

SELKIRK COUNTY EDUCATION COMMITTER

Provosed Transfer of County Librarv to Galashiels Public Librarv

DRAFT PROPOSALS

The Galashiels Public Library will administer the County
Library as agents of the County.Council as Education
Authority.

The bookstocks, boxes, filing arrangements, together
with book shelves as required, will be transferred to
the Public Library Committee,

The transfer will take place on 15th November, 1948.

The Education Authority will for the first eighteen
months make a payment at the rate of £250 to the
Galashiels Public Library Committee as full payment in
respect of expenditure incurred and services rendered.
Before the expiry of that period, and annually thereafter,
the sum to be budgeted for by the County Council will

be determined by joint consultation,

The County Scheme will be completely incorporated in
the Galashiels Burgh Library, and the bookstocks will
be completely merged. The rural centres will get their
fair share of new books., All the facilities of the
Galashiels Public Library will so far as available be
open to dwellers in the County Area including the
opportunity of selecting books from the shelves when
visiting Galashiels. The normal method of operating
the Library will continue in the meantime to be

through boxes of books despatched to the local centres,
where it is expected that the local librarians will
continue to give their services in an honorary capacity.

It is agreed that the whole Library will continue to be
governed by the Galashiels Library Committee as at
present constituted. A Joint Consultative Committee

of equal numbers on both sides should be set up to
discuss all matters directly or indirectly affecting
the County Service. This Committee should have a
stated meeting once a year, and should otherwise meet
as need arises at the request of either side. The Joint
Committee should consist of three members from either
side, the Librarian and the Director of Education.
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APPENDIX D (2)

SELKIRK COUNTY EDUCATION COMMITTEE

SELKIRK COUNTY LIBRARY - PROPOSED TRANSFER

FINANCTAL, POSITION

The actual ewxpenditure according to the accounts on the
County Library for the last three yvears was as follows :-

1945-46 . . . . + £ 83
1646-47 . . . . . £104
1947-48 . . . . . £124

Herewith follows a detailled statement of actual costs for
1947~-48 and an estimate for a full year under the
Galashiels Public Library :-

Selkirk County Lib. Galashiels Public Lib.
~ Costs 1947-48 Estimate for 1 vear
£ ES
Books 45 70
Carriage 1 10
Union Catalogue 3 -
Rent 5 10
Assistant Librarian
(Part-time) 70 1C0
Administrative
Expenses - 10
Principal Librarian - .50
124 250
Note.~- The majority of rural readers will not be able

to use the Reading and Reference Rooms or the open
access system. The detailed distribution of
books at all the centres is carried on by honorary
librarians.,
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Nevspaners and journals:

Border Advertiser.
1348-1906,

Border Standard.
19806-1957,

Border Telegraph.
1902 to date,

Galashiels Record.
13860.

Galashiels Telegraph.
1896-1902,

Scottish Border Record.
1881-1906,

Scottish Library Association News,
1950 to date.

Southern Reporter,
1855 to date.

Library catalogues etc. :

Abbotsford (House).
Catalogue of the Library at Abbotsford.

Galashiels Public Library.
Catalogue. 1907,

Philiphaugh (House)
Catalogue of the library at Philiphaugh.

Selkirk Mechanics' Institute.
Catalogue. 1886,
Constitution and Rules. 1862,

Selkirk New Library,
Catalogue, 1826,

Selkirk Public Library.
Catalogue. 1389,
Catalogue, 1908,

Selkirk Subscription Library.
Catalogue. 1840,

Yarrowford Library.
Catalogue. ¢.1904, )

1838.

1906.

375
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Periodical articles.ete. :

Allred, J.R.
The purvose of the public library: the historical view.
In: Library History. V.2.No.5. 1972,

Bloomfield, B.C.
School libraries in the nineteenth century.
In: Library Association Record. 68(1). 1966. pp 16-18.

Brown,M.G,
Let's talk about books.
In: Library Review. 20(7). 1966. pp 459-70.

Day,A.E,
The librarv at Abbotsford.
In: Library Review. 21(4) 1967,

Edmondson, J.
Mechanics' Institutes and opublic libraries.
In: Munford, W.A. Penny rate., 1951.

Hetherington, A.L. and Macleod,R.D.
County libraries: the beginnings of the movement.
In: Library Review. 14(2), 1962. pp426-31,

Kaufman,P,

Community lending libraries in 18th century England
and Wales.

In: Library Quarterly. 33(4). 1963. pp 299-312,

Kaufman,?.

The commaunity library: a chapter in English social
history.

Ir: Transactions of the American Philosophical
Society. 57(7). 1967.

Kaufman,P.
English book clubs and their role in social history.
In: Libri. 14(1). 1964. pp 1-31.

Kaufman,P.

The rise of the community libraries in Scotland.
In: Papers of the Bibliographic Society of America.
59(3). 1965, PP 233-94,

Kelly,T
Public libraries and public opinion,
In: Library Association Record. 68(7). 1966. pp 246-51,

Mason, T,
Brief history of free libraries in Scotland.
In: Library Association Transactions. 1880. p.49.
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