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Abstract
Watergate reporting by The Washington Post’s Woodward and Bernstein is accepted
as a significant feat of investigative journalism which raised the profile of this genre
to worldwide heights. This study contends the cultural fame of the journalists’ work
overshadowed their investigative methods. It uncovers hidden roots of investigative
journalism in the US and UK and identifies key reporting lessons which can be drawn
from Woodward and Bernstein’s investigation. These fifteen investigative steps are
analysed alongside the author’s own published work over the last two decades. Case
studies are used to explain how specific procedures and techniques undertaken by the
Post’s team have been, and can be, used in other contexts. The thesis places this study
amongst normative approaches to the genre and argues purely administrative interest
in investigative journalism fails to identify the drivers which underpin commitment to
this specialisation. Ettema and Glasser’s rendering of investigative journalists as
uniquely possessing a ‘morally engaged voice’ is cited as being of great relevance to
the case studies contained herein. The legacy investigative journalism had on legal
and political spheres in the USA is debated on the basis of new information recorded
in interviews in this work. Of note is the inter-connected relationship between the
Watergate investigation by the Post, simultaneous Congressional inquiries into Nixon,
and the subsequently created US Office of Independent Counsel. The ClintonLewinsky scandal is scrutinised and the poor performance of the post-Watergate US
press during this timeframe is analysed. The evolution of investigative journalism in
the UK before and after Watergate is charted, new trans-Atlantic professional
relationships are identified and the complex impact of the Post’s work is assessed.
The implications of new technology against a changing media industry backdrop,
alongside the results of new studies noted in the text, lead the findings of the thesis to
contend that a marriage of the cited techniques used in Watergate and innovative
newsgathering practices and multi-platform modes of publication, could lead to
investigative journalism being one genre which could survive and thrive in an
uncertain future.
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