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Purpose 
This form applies to all investigations (other than generic applications) on human subjects undertaken by staff or students of the University that fall within the scope of the University’s Code of Practice on Investigations involving Human Beings. Such investigations may fall within the remit of the University Ethics Committee (see Code of Practice Section B1) or the Departmental Ethics Committees (see Code of Practice Section B2). However, this form should NOT be used for generic applications (there is a separate form for this) or any investigation involving clinical trials or the National Health Service (including staff, patients, facilities, data, tissue, blood or organ samples from the NHS). Applications for investigations involving the NHS must be made under the governance arrangements for National Health Service Research Ethics Committees (see Code of Practice Section B9) and where ethical approval is required from the NHS the form to be used is that issued by IRAS. 

Language
The form should be completed in language that is understandable by a lay person. Please explain any abbreviations or acronyms used in the application. Guidance on completing this application form is attached in order to assist applicants and further information is available in the Code of Practice.  

Attachments
Information sheets for volunteers and consent forms to be used in the investigation must be submitted with the application form for consideration by the Committee. Templates for the information sheets and consent forms can be found on the Ethics web page. The application will be judged entirely on the information provided in this form and any accompanying documentation – full grant proposals to funding bodies should NOT be attached. Applications which are not signed and/or do not include the required additional information (e.g. information sheet and consent form) will not be considered by the Ethics Committee and will be referred back to the Chief Investigator. 

Completion
The form is designed for completion in Word, and should in any case be typed rather than handwritten. The grey-shaded text boxes on the form will expand to allow you to enter as much information as you require. Please do not alter any of the text outside the shades areas. If you have any difficulty filling out the form in Word, please contact ethics@strath.ac.uk.  

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM IN BOLD TYPE FACE

	Checklist of 

enclosed 

Documents


	Document
	Enclosed
	N/A

	
	Participant information sheet(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Consent form(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Sample questionnaire(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Sample interview format(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Sample advertisement(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Any other documents (please specify below)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	1. 

Chief Investigator (Ordinance 16 member of staff only)


	Name: Prof. Zoe Shipton

	
	Status:
	Professor 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	

	
	
	Reader
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	
	Senior Lecturer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	
	Lecturer  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	
	Department:  Civil Engineering

	
	Contact Details: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Telephone:  0141 548 3183

	
	
	E-mail:         Zoe.Shipton@strath.ac.uk


	2. 

Other Strathclyde Investigator(s)


	Name(s): Mr Euan Macrae

	
	Status (e.g. lecturer, post-/undergraduate):  PhD Student

	
	Department(s):  Civil Engineering

	
	If student(s), name of supervisor:       

	
	Contact Details: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Telephone: 0141 548 4048

	
	
	E-mail:   Euan.Macrae@strath.ac.uk

	
	Details for all investigators involved in the study:      


	3. 

Non-Strathclyde collaborating investigator(s)


	Name(s):  Dr Clare Bond

	
	Status:   Lecturer    

	
	Department/Institution: Geology and Petroleum Geology, University of Aberdeen

	
	If student(s), name of supervisor:       

	
	Contact Details: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Telephone:       

	
	
	E-mail:    Clare.Bond@abdn.ac.uk    

	
	Please provide details for all investigators involved in the study:       


	4. 

Overseas Supervisor(s)


	Name(s):      

	
	Status:      

	
	Department/Institution:       

	
	Contact Details: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Telephone:       

	
	
	E-mail:              

	
	I can confirm that the local supervisor has obtained a copy of the Code of Practice: 
	 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Please provide details for all supervisors involved in the study

     


	5. 

Title of the Investigation:


	Conceptual uncertainty in the interpretation of geological data: statistical analysis of factors influencing interpretation and associated risk


	6. 

Where will the investigation be conducted:


	Oil companies within the UK; primarily in Aberdeen and London


	7. 

Duration of the Investigation (years/months):


	(Expected) start date:           06 /  09    /  2011   
(Expected) completion date: 1 /  11    / 2012


	8. 

Sponsor 

(please refer to Section C and Annex 3 of the Code of Practice):

	NERC funded PhD project with CASE sponsorship (Midland Valley Exploration Ltd). Ref: NE/F013728/1

Midland Valley Exploration Ltd

144 West George Street

Glasgow, UK, G2 2HG


	9. 

Funding Body

(if applicable)


	NERC

	
	Status of proposal – if seeking funding (please click appropriate box):

	
	In preparation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Submitted
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Accepted
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Date of Submission of proposal:  1 / 08 /  2008   

	
	Date of start of funding:  1 /  10    /  2008   


	10. 

Objectives of investigation

(including the academic rationale and justification for the investigation)

	The workshop will investigate the uncertainty inherent in the interpretation of geological data by professional geoscientists. Participants will be asked to take part in this professional exercise which will help to quantify which interpretational technique(s) are most effective.


	11. 

Nature of the participants:


	Are any of the categories mentioned in Section B1(b) (participant considerations) applicable in this investigation?
	  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	If ‘yes’ please detail:
	     

	
	
	Number:       
	Age (range):      

	
	Please also include information on: recruitment methods  (see section B4 of the Code of Practice);  inclusion/exclusion criteria; and any further screening procedure to be used

     

	
	Investigations governed by the Code of Practice that involve any of the types of projects listed in B1(b) must be submitted to the University Ethics Committee for prior approval.


	12. 

What consents will be sought and how?


	The information sheets and consent forms to be used should be attached to this form.  

Individuals will be told that participation is voluntary and that they can leave at any time without giving a reason. If individuals choose to take part then their consent is implied.


	13. 

Methodology:


	Are any of the categories mentioned in the Code of Practice Section B1(a) (project considerations) applicable in this investigation? 
	  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	If ‘yes’ please detail:

	
	Design: what kind of design/research method(s) is/are to be used in the investigation?

     

	
	Techniques: what specific techniques will be employed and what exactly is required of participants? 

     

	
	Investigations governed by the Code of Practice that involve any of the types of projects listed in B1(a) must be submitted to the University Ethics Committee for prior approval.

	
	Has this methodology been subject to independent scrutiny?
	Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Please provide the name and contact details of the independent reviewer

     

	
	Where an independent reviewer is not used, then the UEC/ DEC reserves the right to scrutinise the methodology.


	14. 

Data collection, storage and security:


	Explain how data are handled, specifying whether it will be fully anonymised, pseudo-anonymised, or just confidential, and whether it will be securely destroyed after use. 

No identifier information will be collected from participants during the workshop and hence participation will be completely anonymous. The paper questionnaires, which will be filled-in during the workshop, will be kept for research purposes. They do not include any personal information (other than age category within 10-year bins, gender and University qualifications). The questionnaire responses will then be inputted to a spreadsheet for analysis.

Explain how and where it will be stored, who has access to it, and how long it will be stored. 
Data will be accessed by university researchers and Midland Valley Exploration only. The paper questionnaires and associated electronic data will be stored at the University of Strathclyde or at Midland Valley Exploration for as long as the research is ongoing, and possibly for many years afterwards.
Will anyone other than the named investigators have access to the data? 

If ‘yes’ please explain. 

Midland Valley Exploration, the CASE sponsor, will have access to the anonymised data for research purposes.


	15. 

Potential risks or hazards:


	N/A


	16. 

Ethical issues:


	N/A


	17. 

Any payment to be made: 


	N/A


	18. 

What debriefing, if any, will be given to participants?


	A group discussion regarding the lessons learnt will follow the workshop. Macrae will then give a presentation of previous research results with a Q&A session afterwards.


	19. 

How will the outcomes of the study be disseminated? Will you seek to publish the results?
	PhD thesis and journal publications.


	20. 

Nominated person (and contact details) to whom participants’ concerns/ questions should be directed before, during or after the investigation.


	Euan Macrae – Euan.Macrae@strath.ac.uk
Zoe Shipton – Zoe.Shipton@strath.ac.uk
For both:

Department of Civil Engineering

Graham Hills Building

University of Strathclyde

Glasgow, UK

G1 1XP


	21. 

Previous experience of the investigator(s) with the procedures involved.


	Shipton has been involved in two similar experiments and will provide expertise.


	22. 

Chief Investigator and Head of Department Declaration 


	I have read the University’s Code of Practice on Investigations involving Human Beings and have completed this application accordingly. 

	
	Signature of Chief Investigator 

	
	

	
	Please also type name here


	Zoe Shipton

	
	I confirm I have read and approved this application.

	
	Signature of Head of Department

	
	

	
	Please also type name here


	     

	
	Date:
	     /      /     

	
	N.B. Unsigned applications will not be accepted


	23. 

Only for University sponsored projects under the remit of the DEC, with no external funding and no NHS involvement.


	Head of Department statement on Sponsorship

	
	This application requires the University to sponsor the investigation. This is done by the Head of Department for all DEC applications with exception of those that are externally funded and those which are connected to the NHS (those exceptions should be submitted to R&KES). I am aware of the implications of University sponsorship of the investigation and have assessed this investigation with respect to sponsorship and management risk.  As this particular investigation is within the remit of the DEC and has no external funding and no NHS involvement, I agree on behalf of the University that the University is the appropriate sponsor of the investigation and there are no management risks posed by the investigation.

	
	If not applicable, click here 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Signature of Head of Department

	
	

	
	Please also type name here


	     

	
	Date:
	     /      /     

	
	For applications to the University Ethics Committee the completed form should be sent to ethics@strath.ac.uk with the relevant electronic signatures.


