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Abstract

To combat climate change, the traditional electricity grids of the past with fossil fuel

synchronous generation are being replaced with renewable based generation. The

increasing penetration of inverter based resources (IBR) has resulted in the modern

grid experiencing changes in dynamic characteristics caused by new devices, controls

and time frames being introduced. This replacement of synchronous generation has

resulted in several issues that need to be addressed to further progression in reaching

Net Zero emissions.

Some of the new technologies in the modern grid to enable the integration of

renewable generation are grid-tied converters, state-of-the-art control topologies and

Medium Voltage Direct Current (MVDC) and High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC)

transmission and distribution. The fundamental topologies, future prospects and

applications of MVDC and HVDC need to be understood to achieve the full potential

of these technologies. Therefore, this thesis presents a comprehensive analysis and

overview of MVDC uses, demonstration projects, converter topologies, architecture

structures, and unique issues and operations.

These new technologies are offering a wealth of solutions to technical challenges facing

the integration of renewable generation, there are however, associated problems with

each new evolution. Firstly, IBRs have been mainly controlled with grid following

control, which requires the measurement of the grid voltage source to synchronise. This

can contribute to grid issues and system instability. There have been several suggested

amendments to classical GFL control to improve ancillary support to connected

AC grids. For example, there has been discussion in the literature comparing the
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inertial response provided by grid forming and following controllers, showing grid

following converters can provide similar inertial responses to grid forming under certain

conditions. However, the effect of providing an inertia response on stability of grid

following connected systems needs to be assessed, with this thesis investigating the

tuning limitations that restrict the capability of grid following converters to provide

the required inertial response in an appropriate time.

With the differing control topologies being implemented, the rapidly changing grid

composition is producing scenarios that are increasingly complex to model, as well

as unwanted grid dynamics such as sub-synchronous oscillations (SSOs) that are not

being predicted. The combination of new devices and controllers with faster time

constants is resulting in an expansion of typically seen SSOs, from sub-synchronous

resonances, device dependent SSOs, to sub-synchronous control interactions and sub-

synchronous torsional interactions. However, there are increasingly instances of SSOs

persisting in the grid that were not accurately predicted. Capabilities and limitations of

converter models need to be understood for recommendations to Transmission System

Operators (TSOs), Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs), and project operators.

Therefore this thesis assesses the impact of extreme parameter conditions on a series of

common grid following and grid forming converter to grid small signal models of varying

complexity, simplifications and assumptions. Additionally, comprehensive methods of

assessment of dynamic transient and modal detail are presented to give an intuitive

yet novel insight for showing capabilities of each model. This includes highlighting the

effect of variations in low frequency modes on transient dynamic response, and a method

of screening models for modal accuracy in identifying oscillatory SSOs, highlighting

conditions where lower detail models do not represent low frequency oscillations when

they are expected to.

The importance of dynamic detail is essential in larger more complex systems. The

difficulties of not recognising unwanted SSOs and harmonics are compounded with

increasing grid complexity. The development of interconnected HVDC systems has been

enabled with voltage source converters (VSC) and furthermore with modular multilevel
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converters (MMC), which provide large voltage step ups. HVDC-MMC systems have

been stated to have an inherent “firewall” capability, which has been described as

the prevention of unwanted oscillations between interconnected AC systems, because

of the controllability on either side of the link. MMCs however have harmonics

produced in internal circulating currents and sub-module voltages that need to be

controlled, and require accurate modelling. Further to this, grid dynamics, accurate

DC link representation, and converter control all need to be modelled to given a

fully detailed representation of multiterminal MMC-HVDC systems and propagation

between interconnected grids. Therefore, this thesis develops a highly detailed dynamic

model of a point-to-point MMC-HVDC system for the effect of grid following and

grid forming controls on the firewall capability of the system, assessing critical

state dependencies that participate in oscillatory poorly damped modes. A firewall

quantification metric is proposed to identify conditions that could cause oscillation

propagation, and a comprehensive overview of the effect of changing system and control

parameters on firewall capability.

iv



Contents

List of Figures ix

List of Tables xv

List of Acronyms xvi

1 Introduction 1

1.1 Motivation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

1.2 Research Gaps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

1.3 Research Questions, Objectives and Methodologies . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

1.4 Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

1.4.1 Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

1.5 Thesis Outline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

2 Review of MVDC Applications, Technologies and Future Prospects 10

2.1 Medium Voltage to High Voltage DC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

2.2 MVDC applications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

2.2.1 Sea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

2.2.2 Rail Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

2.2.3 Network Distribution Grid Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

2.3 MVDC For Grid Connected Applications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.3.1 Applications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.3.2 Grid Topologies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

2.4 Hardware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

v



Contents

2.4.1 Converters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

2.4.2 Smart Transformer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

2.4.3 Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistor (IGBT) and MOSFETs . . . . 41

2.5 Protection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.5.1 Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.5.2 System Protections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.5.3 Converter Protection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

2.5.4 Control for Protection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.6 Converter Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.6.1 DC Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

2.6.2 Network Level Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

2.7 MVDC Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

3 Power Converter Modelling and Control 52

3.1 Vector Control and Representation of Converters and Grid Systems . . . 52

3.1.1 Representation of Voltage Source Converter . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

3.1.2 Space vector theory and frame representations . . . . . . . . . . 54

3.2 Synchronous Reference Frame Phase Locked Loop (SRF-PLL) and

Frame Conversions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

3.3 Grid Following Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

3.4 Grid Forming Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

3.4.1 Grid Stability Issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

3.4.2 Grid Forming Control Topologies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66

3.5 Small Signal Modelling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

3.5.1 Model of Converter to Grid System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

3.5.2 Linearised Small Signal Synchronous Reference Frame Phase

Locked Loop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

3.5.3 Linearised Reference Frame Transforms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

3.5.4 Linearised Current Controller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

3.5.5 Linearised Grid Forming Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

vi



Contents

4 Stability Limits and Tuning Recommendation of the Standard

Current Control Providing Inertia Support 80

4.1 Motivation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

4.2 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81

4.3 System Under Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

4.4 Inertia Emulation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

4.5 Small Signal Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

4.6 Investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

4.7 Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

4.7.1 Impact of Kin and F with Varying SCR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

4.7.2 Kin against τPLL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

4.7.3 Kin against τα, Current Controller Time Constant . . . . . . . . 88

4.8 Recommendations and Limitations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

4.8.1 Inertia Emulation Capability in Fast Operation . . . . . . . . . . 90

4.8.2 Standard Current Controller Operation Region . . . . . . . . . . 91

4.9 Chapter Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

5 Limitations and Comparisons of Small Signal Modelling Techniques

in Converter Dominated Medium Voltage Networks 94

5.1 Motivation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

5.2 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

5.3 System Under Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

5.4 Methodology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

5.5 Small Signal Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

5.5.1 Full Detail EMT SSM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

5.6 Jacobian Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

5.7 Classical Second Order Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

5.8 Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

5.8.1 Overview of Step Response . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

5.9 Eigenvalue Analysis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

5.10 Model Comparison Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

vii



Contents

5.11 Chapter Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112

6 Assessing the Capability and Limitations of Small Signal Simplified

Grid Following Models for the Identification of Sub-Synchronous

Oscillations 114

6.1 Motivation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

6.2 Methodology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

6.2.1 Implementation of Small Signal Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

6.2.2 Identification of Problem Modes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118

6.2.3 Parametric Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

6.3 Modelling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

6.3.1 Model Selection Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

6.3.2 Model 1: Full Detail SSM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

6.3.3 Model Two: Model Order Reduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

6.3.4 Model 3: Phasor Simplified Small Signal Model . . . . . . . . . . 130

6.4 Case Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

6.4.1 Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132

6.5 Summary and Model Suggestions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

7 Effect of Grid Forming and Grid Following control on Firewall

Capability of MMC-HVDC Systems 144

7.1 Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144

7.2 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

7.3 System Under Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147

7.4 Methodology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

7.4.1 Small Signal Model Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

7.4.2 Identifying Problem Modes and Participating States . . . . . . . 149

7.4.3 Bode Plot Input-Output Selections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151

7.4.4 Heat-maps for Screening of Propagation Risk Conditions . . . . . 151

7.4.5 Firewall Quantification Metric . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151

7.5 Small Signal Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152

viii



Contents

7.5.1 DC Link . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158

7.5.2 MMC Circulating Currents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162

7.5.3 DC Voltage Droop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162

7.5.4 Grid Forming Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

7.6 Case Study Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166

7.6.1 Participating State Identification . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166

7.6.2 Bode Plots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168

7.6.3 Heat-map Parametric Overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171

7.6.4 Frequency and Time Domain Comparison . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174

7.7 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177

8 Thesis Conclusion 180

8.1 Future Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185

A Full Derivation of Small Signal Synchronous Reference Frame Phase

Locked Loop 187

B Jacobian Matrix Detail 190

C Model Order Reduction Detailed Expansion 193

D Participation Factors 197

E MMC Equation Derivation Detail 198

Bibliography 199

ix



List of Figures

2.1 Traditional AC ship distribution systems.(a) propulsion isolated, (b)

radial IPS, (c) modern AC zonal distribution system . . . . . . . . . . . 15

2.2 Generic DC shipboard IPS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

2.3 DC rail distribution system. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

2.4 Suggested and implemented applications since year 2000 and associated

voltage level. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

2.5 SB2B Soft Open Point configuration. b) Soft Power Bridge . . . . . . . 26

2.6 Network topologies, a) radial, b) hand-in-hand multiterminal, c) Ring. 30

2.7 MVDC bus structures. a) Mono-polar asymmetric. b) Mono-polar

symmetric. c) Bipolar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

2.8 Line commutated converter (LCC). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

2.9 a) Two-level converter (2-level (2L)). b) Three-level neutral point

clamped converter (3L-NPC). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

2.10 MMC and submodules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

2.11 Converter Station Configuration of Angle-DC Project . . . . . . . . . . 35

2.12 Buck-Boost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

2.13 Dual Active Bridge (DAB) and DAB Resonant Converter . . . . . . . . 37

2.14 Dual Active Bridge Modular Multilevel Converter . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

2.15 Push-Pull and Tuned Filter MMDC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

2.16 Example of Smart Transformer architecture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

2.17 Solid State DC Circuit Breaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

2.18 Hybrid DC circuit breaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

x



List of Figures

2.19 Representation of grid forming and grid following control in terms of their

inherent reactions. GFM acts as a voltage source with series impedance,

GFL acts as current source with high parallel impedance. . . . . . . . . 47

2.20 (a) Traditional control communications compared to (b) AC/DC hybrid

grid communications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

3.1 Converter to Grid System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

3.2 Converter equivalent averaged model. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

3.3 Relation between abc frame, stationary frame, and synchronous reference

frame. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

3.4 Control Structure of SRF-PLL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

3.5 Relation between stationary and synchronous reference frame and PCC

voltage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

3.6 Simplified Control loop of PLL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59

3.7 Simplified Representation of AC sides of VSC to Grid PCC. . . . . . . 60

3.8 Current Controller Model of GFL in dq control. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

3.9 Power synchronisation loop with converter angle output. . . . . . . . . . 67

3.10 Simplified Equivalent Synchronous Machine to Grid. . . . . . . . . . . 69

3.11 Control structure of virtual synchronous machine (VSM) with AC

voltage controller and synchronisation loop. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

3.12 PCC voltage vector, grid global synchronous rotating reference frame,

and converter synchronous frame. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

4.1 Current Controller With Inertia Emulation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

4.2 Time domain and SSM response . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

4.3 Kinmax against F Stability limit for varying SCR, τPLL = 0.0045 s, τα

= 0.002 s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

4.4 Power [kW] Response to 1 pu ramp increase in frequency: Kin = 12, F

= 0.3 s, F = 0.9 s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88

4.5 Maximum value of Kin that can be provided whilst maintaining stability

with increasing τPLL at SCR = 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

xi



List of Figures

4.6 Maximum value of Kin that can be allowed whilst maintaining stability,

with increasing τα at SCR = 5 with a) τPLL = 2e/wn = 0.0045 s b) τPLL

= 0.04 s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

4.7 Maximum Kin with large range in τα, SCR = 5, τPLL = 0.04, . . . . . 91

4.8 Maximum Kin allowed whilst maintaining system stability with

increasing τα, τPLL for a) SCR = 4, b) SCR = 3, c) SCR = 2. . . . . . 92

4.9 Maximum Kin allowed whilst maintaining system stability with

increasing F, with tuning recommendations τPLL = 0.04s, a) τα = 0.1

ms, b) τα = 10 ms, c) τα = 100 ms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

4.10 Power Response for system: τα=0.1ms τPLL=0.04s, SCR 5, Kin = 585

As-2, F = 0.5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

5.1 Virtual synchronous machine to grid connection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

5.2 Linearised small signal model system connections. . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

5.3 Jacobian representation of grid to converter system with VSM control. . 102

5.4 Small signal model diagram second order synchronous machine model. 103

5.5 Step of 10 MW (0.03pu) SCR = 1.5, ζ= 0.1 X/R = 10. . . . . . . . . . 105

5.6 Step of 10 MW (0.03pu) SCR = 1.5, ζ= 0.1 X/R = 5. . . . . . . . . . . 105

5.7 : Step of 10 MW (0.03pu) SCR = 1.5, ζ= 0.1 X/R = 1. . . . . . . . . . 106

5.8 : Step of 10 MW (0.03pu) d) SCR = 6, ζ= 0.1, X/R = 10. . . . . . . . 106

5.9 Comparison of the models with SCR 1.5 =, ζ = 0.1, H = 5 s, over

decreasing X/R ratio (10 to 1). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

5.10 Percentage error in transient response across SCR and damping ratio at

X/R = 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110

5.11 Percentage error in transient response across SCR and damping ratio at

X/R = 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

6.1 Current controller model of GFL in dq control. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

6.2 Simplified phasor model [1]. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

6.3 Summary of small signal representation of equations and assumptions

used in each model. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132

xii



List of Figures

6.4 Selected power responses of 0.01 pu disturbance. a) SCR = 1, X/R =

10, τ = 50 ms. b) SCR = 4, X/R = 10, τ = 25 ms. . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

6.5 Eigenvalue plots for varying SCR = 0.5 - 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

6.6 Eigenvalues for varying τ , 0.7 pu active power, τ = 1 ms to 40 ms, SCR

= 0.7, X/R = 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

6.7 Parameter conditions at which the full detail model has oscillatory sub-

synchronous modes, but are not identified by a) the MOR. b) the

simplified phasor. 0.1 pu active power operating point. . . . . . . . . . . 137

6.8 Parameter conditions at which the full detail model has oscillatory sub-

synchronous modes, but are not identified by a) the MOR. b) the

simplified phasor. 0.7 pu active power operating point. . . . . . . . . . . 139

6.9 Parameter conditions the full detail model indicates instability, that are

not recognised in a) the MOR. b) the simplified phasor. Operating point

of 0.1 pu active power power. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

6.10 Parameter conditions the full detail model indicates instability, that are

not recognised in a) the MOR. b) the simplified phasor. Operating Point

of 0.7 pu active power power. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

7.1 AC gridjj to AC gridkk through HVDC-MMC link. . . . . . . . . . . . 148

7.2 Single MMC topology connected to AC grid. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150

7.3 AC Gridjj to AC Gridkk through HVDC-MMC link. . . . . . . . . . . . 158

7.4 Grid following current control. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161

7.5 Circulating current controller. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

7.6 DC voltage droop, V − Pac. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

7.7 Control of implemented grid forming converter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164

7.8 Overview of full SSM of system. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166

7.9 Validation of small signal model, power at PCC on gridjj following 0.1

pu step in power reference. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

7.10 Eigenvalue parametric sweep across SCRjj of poles of system. ζ = 0.1

shown by dashed lines. SCRkk = 2, H = 6 s, Droop = 0.002, Damping

= 1000 pu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

xiii



List of Figures

7.11 Bode plot of a) input current disturbance to ac Gridkk current, damping

600, SCRs = 5, H = 6. b) input Voltage to MMCkk sub-module voltage

SCRjj = 5, SCRkk = 5, H = 6, Droop = 0.02. c) input voltage

disturbance to AC Gridkk current. Damping = 400 pu SCRjj = 5,

H = 1, droop = 0.002, varying damping d) Input current to voltage zero

component. SCRjj = SCRkk = 5, H = 6, droop = 0.02, varying damping.170

7.12 Heat-map of peak oscillation in system, per unit output from 1 pu input

disturbance, edjj to icdkk, SCRkk = 5, GFM damping = 60 pu, H = 2

s a) GFL/GFL b) GFM/GFL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172

7.13 Heat Map of Peak Oscillation in Grid Forming System, a) icdjj to

V CPy2kk, SCRjj = SCRkk = 5,H = 1s b) icdjj to icdkk , H = 2s,

droop = 0.002, D = 100 pu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173

7.14 Heat Map of Peak Oscillation in Grid Forming System, a) edjj to

V CP0kk, D = 100 pu, droop = 0.002, SCRkk = 5 b) icdjj to idiffx2kk,

D = 60 pu, SCRkk = 5, droop = 0.002. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174

7.15 Response of GFM/GFL and GFL/GFL systems to an input power

oscillation of 0.05 Hz at 0.1 per unit. Damping = 2000 pu, Droop =

0.02, H = 1 s, SCRjj = SCRkk = 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

7.16 Frequency spectrum of voltage across phase a in sub-modules in MMC

at (a) gridjj . (b) gridkk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176

7.17 Time domain response of PCC voltage at when subject to a 100 Hz 0.2

pu voltage disturbance in AC gridjj voltage edjj . (a) PCC voltage gridjj

(b) PCC voltage gridkk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177

xiv



List of Tables

2.1 MVDC Applications and Voltage Levels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

2.2 : MOSFET and IGBT Comparison for MVDC applications . . . . . . . 41

5.1 System Parameters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

5.2 Parametric Sweep Range . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

5.3 Real components of eigenvalues of models: SCR = 1.5, ζ = 1, X/R = 10 107

6.1 Details included in each model. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

6.2 System parameters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

6.3 Parametric range tested . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

7.1 System Base Parameters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148

7.2 Example identifying participating states of poorly damped modes in

GFM/GFL system, for SCRjj = 5, DC Voltage Droop = 0.002, D =

1000 pu, H = 6s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168

xv



List of Acronyms

AC Alternating Current

BESS Battery Energy Storage System

CB Circuit Breaker

DAB Dual Active Bridge Converter

DC Direct Current

DG Distribtued Generation

DNO Distribution Network Operator

ESO Energy System Operator

EMT Electromagnetic Transient

FFR Fast Frequency Response

FACTS Flexible AC Transmission Systems

FB Full Bridge

GFL Grid Following

GFM Grid Forming

HB Half Bridge

HVDC High Voltage Direct Current

IBR Inverter Based Resources

xvi



List of Tables

IGBT Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistor

IGCT Integrated gate-commutated thyristor

IPS Integrated Power System

LCC Line Commutated Converter

LVDC Low Voltage Direct Current

MIMO Multi Input Multiple Output

MMC Modular Multilevel Converter

MMDC Modular Multilevel DC-DC Converter

MOR Model Order Reduction

MTDC Multi-Terminal Direct Current

MVDC Medium Voltage Direct Current

MVAC Medium Voltage Alternating Current

NPC Neutral Point Clamp

NOP Normally Open Point

OEM Original Equipment Manufacturers

PCC Point of Common Coupling

PI Proportional Integral

PLL Phase Locked Loop

RMS Root Mean Square

ROCOF Rate of Change of Frequency

SCR Short Circuit Ratio

SISO Single Input Single Output

SM Sub-Module

xvii



List of Tables

SSM Small Signal Model

SOP Soft Open Point

SSO Sub Synchronous Oscillations

STATCOM Static Synchronous Compensator

TSO Transmission System Operators

TRL Technology Readiness Level

VOC Virtual Oscillating Control

VSC Voltage Source Converter

VSM Virtual Synchronous Machine

2L 2-level

3L 3-level

xviii



Preface/Acknowledgements

I have the deepest gratitude for my supervisors of this PhD, Agust́ı Egea-Àlvarez
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Motivation

The climate crisis caused by wide scale anthropogenic emissions, such as CO2 and

methane [2] [3], has, is, and will cause significant natural disasters that pose a threat

to human life and society. Disproportionately, countries with a low GDP, and people

who earn below the global average, are affected more than richer countries that have

contributed greater amounts of Greenhouse Gas emissions. Already, the world is close

to breaching the 1.5 °C limit of global average temperature rise from pre-industrial

levels [3]. Therefore, there is the urgent need to decarbonise the traditional fossil fuel

powered industries, with modern grids becoming increasingly populated with renewable

based generation. In 2023 European renewable generation reached a new peak of 43%

[4], with Sweden having the largest share of 70% [5].

Any generation source that relies on varying and unreliable resources (such as wind,

solar, tidal, wave) requires a converter connection, resulting in such generation being

referred to as an Inverter Based Resources (IBR). These IBRs differ significantly

from traditional synchronous generation, from the connection, distribution, location,

and effect on the electric grid system. Converter technology has also become

significantly advantageous for Medium Voltage Direct Current (MVDC) and High

Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) transmission, especially since the introduction of the
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Modular Multilevel Converter (MMC), vastly improving the integration of renewable

technologies at differing geographical conditions.

1.2 Research Gaps

Traditional standard systems were dominated with synchronous generation

(synchronous machines), which set the voltage source, and self-synchronise to the grid.

However, the converter connections used in modern grids are typically implemented

in a Grid Following (GFL) structure, which relies on an outside voltage source to

synchronise to the grid. Such systems without synchronous generation, and instead

increased GFL control, can have low available short circuit currents and Short Circuit

Ratio (SCR)s, low inertia, and voltage instability [6].

Several improvements to control topologies have been suggested to combat these grid

issues. GFL controllers can be enhanced upon their basic services, with voltage

support and fault ride through [7], primary frequency control responses [8] [9] and

Fast Frequency Response (FFR) controls [6]. Even with such ancillary controls added

to GFL topologies, they have been stated as fundamentally having the disadvantage

of acting as a controlled current source relying on external synchronisation. Therefore,

Grid Forming (GFM) converter control has been suggested in the literature [10], [11]

and has been implemented in many demonstration projects [12], with many available

topologies offered from Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM). It has been argued

that the inherent voltage source response of the GFM results in a more “truer” inertial

response, however it is now being emphasised in the literature that GFL with added

inertial control can provide the same support a GFM can [13]. Therefore, the lack of

focus on GFL converters with additional inertial support needs to be addressed, and

the recommended tuning conditions must be determined.

Further to this, the problems modern grids are experiencing, originating from increased

IBRs, are of significant concern, however there is the additional difficulty of accurately

predicting grid performance and issues. Model accuracy has always been of essential

importance to power system operators, but increasingly there are disturbances on the
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grid that have not been predicted, resulting in significant problems. Transmission

System Operators (TSO)s have observed Sub Synchronous Oscillations (SSO)s that

were not predicted during the pre-grid connection simulation phase. Such examples

occurred in the UK in June and July 2023, where 8 Hz oscillations occurred on 5

separate days, resulting in tripping of generation, an HVDC link, an inter-connector

and a transmission circuit [14]. This situation, and similar events, resulted in National

Grid creating a system plan for tackling SSOs, citing the need for accurate modelling,

compliance, and improved research on causes of the underlying mechanisms [15]. Other

cases have also been reported worldwide such as in China and the US which have been

severely destructive [16].

These issues highlight the need for accurate modelling. Typically, TSOs model

the whole system with Root Mean Square (RMS) modelling. This represents the

voltages and currents as phasors, and has the grid modelled in algebraic form. The

computational burden of this method is more appropriate for representing very large

systems, offering dynamic analysis close to the fundamental frequency [17]. However,

significant dynamic detail is excluded from this modelling technique. To capture

grid dynamics and fast transients, Electromagnetic Transient (EMT) simulations are

typically used, where the non-linear differential equations of the instantaneous signals of

the system are solved in the time domain. The instantaneous voltages and currents are

calculated across the time frame, which is of great benefit when analysing fast system

transients, which are increasingly common with fast responding controllers [18], [19].

Each of these modelling methods have known advantages and disadvantages. EMT

simulations are used for fast transient analysis, including significant system detail, and

representing high frequency harmonics, at the cost of great computational burden and

speed. RMS models are used for their ease of implementation, understanding, lower

computational burden, and ability to still represent some SSOs (varying detail can be

included in the RMS models, which is discussed in later chapters). However, there is

a vast reduction in detail compared to EMT Modelling. TSOs, and other operators,

needing to model large systems are requiring more accuracy to represent the more
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complex systems being added to the grid. However, using EMT models at such scale

is infeasible, and other modelling steps have been taken, such as impedance modelling,

or using a Small Signal Model (SSM). There have been several suggested adaptions

to SSMs to reduce model complexity, for converter to grid systems in both GFL and

GFM control. However, the accuracy of such models has not been tested, especially

across varying system parameters.

The limitations of reduced detail models highlight the need for including system

dynamics and reducing simplifications of grid-tied converter systems. This will ensure

the capture of the aforementioned SSOs. This is pertinent, as HVDC systems have

been stated to prevent the propagation of such oscillations, having an “inherent

firewall capability” HVDC, due to the high controllability capabilities of the converter

controllers [20]. This firewall effect can be described as preventing fault and oscillation

propagation from one Alternating Current (AC) grid to another. This is due to the

typically “strict” control of power flow and Direct Current (DC) voltage on either

side of the HVDC link. However, there have been limited studies on this with different

controller topologies with MMCs, and none comparing these controllers whilst including

the internal MMC dynamics, with more than one converter and accurate DC link

modelling.

1.3 Research Questions, Objectives and Methodologies

To address the identified research gaps, the following hypotheses were developed and

investigated.

� Although providing inertia is a desired attribute from a converter control system,

there could be limits on the amount of inertial support that can be provided

depending on system and control conditions. This thesis suggests that providing

this support could affect the system stability. Therefore, the effect of weak grid

conditions, and grid following control loop parameters on the maximum inertia

that can provided whilst maintaining a stable system is to be investigated.

� As described earlier in this chapter the integration of IBRs is resulting in
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variations in grid strength, as well as generation and demand in different

geographical locations from the traditional grid, resulting in “extreme” grid

parameters. It is suggested that modelling methods of lower dynamic detail

will miss key details when representing these extreme conditions. Therefore,

systematic methodologies for assessing the capability of small signal models of

varying detail are required. It is expected that lower detail models have reduced

capability, however the conditions that they can be used in must be ascertained.

� Further to this, the importance of highly detailed models in representing

oscillations needs to be demonstrated. When using small signal appropriately

detailed models, the impact of converter control on propagation of SSOs between

asynchronous grids needs to be assessed. Sufficiently detailed point-to-point

MMC-HVDC models with accurate DC links and MMC dynamics have not

been evaluated in the literature to conclude what parameter conditions result

in the controllers significantly affecting the firewall capability of the system.

Furthermore, the impact of different control topologies on the propagation of

oscillations between AC grids has not been fully investigated. It is suggested in

this thesis that the addition of AC grid ancillary services could greatly inhibit this

inherent “firewall” capability of HVDC technology by drawing too much support

for its connected AC grid, from the DC side. Therefore, the impact of GFM

control producing SSOs between interconnected AC grids will be shown across a

series of changing grid parameters.

Throughout this thesis, many of the converter-grid tied systems are represented using

small signal modelling, which is the transform of non-linear models into a linearised

form. Small signal stability describes the ability of the power system to maintain

synchronism when subject to a small disturbance [21]. It informs about the power

system’s inherent dynamic characteristics and stability.

To obtain the model, the non-linear equations for the full system are represented in

the rotating reference frame, presented in state space form [21] and linearised around

their operating point. Some of the key analysis techniques used in this thesis are
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enabled from small signal modelling, specifically eigenvalue analysis. This tackles the

aforementioned difficulties in representing dynamic detail and identifying the source of

oscillations and interactions in grid systems. Therefore. throughout this thesis, the

systems are represented with small signal modelling, which allows for clear analysis of

system instability, oscillatory modes, and frequencies at which interactions may occur.

1.4 Contributions

Having identified the need for accurate modelling assessment and detail, and the gaps

in the research applying to this, the key contributions of this thesis are proposed.

� Comprehensive review of medium voltage direct current applications, technologies

and capabilities, including rail, shipboard structures, and grid systems. An

assessment of active MVDC projects to present clear trends in architecture,

utilised technologies, benefits and disadvantages, providing guidance as MVDC

implementation becomes more popular, cheaper and beneficial.

� An in-depth analysis of the limitations of synthetic inertia utilised in GFL

converters, and recommendation of the grid parameter and tuning limits to

maintain system stability and reliable response, whilst providing required inertia.

� Comparison of transient response accuracy of small signal GFM models under

varying grid parameter conditions.

� Methodology for testing dynamic representation capabilities of small signal

models of a GFL grid-tied converter system. Additionally, comparison

of GFL SSMs for dynamic representation across parameter variations, for

recommendation of model suitability.

� Detailed SSM and large signal model of a point-to-point MMC-HVDC system

with GFL and GFM control.

� Analysis of harmonic content of MMC-HVDC systems with sufficiently accurate

dynamic detail at a small signal and large signal level.
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� Identification method and assessment of oscillatory modes and their link with

oscillation propagation between asynchronous AC grids interconnected with

MMC-HVDC link.

� Methodology of firewall quantification metric to enable identification of the

conditions that cause oscillation propagation.

� Comprehensive overview of effect of changing system and control parameters on

firewall capability of MMC-HVDC systems.

1.4.1 Publications

The following texts have been published by the author of this thesis.

Published:

� Stability Limits and Tuning Recommendation of the Classical Current

Control Providing Inertia Support. S. Coffey, J. F. Morris, & A Egea-

Álvarez, 29 July 2021, 2021 IEEE Madrid PowerTech Conference).

� Review of MVDC Applications, Technologies, and Future Prospects. S.

Coffey, V. Timmers, R. Li, G. Wu, & A. Egea-Àlvarez, 9 Dec 2021, in Energies.

14, 24, 37 p., 8294.

� Limitations and Comparisons of Small Signal Modelling Techniques in

Converter Dominated Medium Voltage Networks. S. Coffey, S. Harrison,

A. Egea-Àlvarez, & C. Brozio, 2 Oct 2023, 25th European Conference on Power

Electronics and Applications 2023 (EPE’23 ECCE Europe).

� Assessing the Capability and Limitations of Small Signal Simplified

Grid Following Models for the Identification of Sub-Synchronous

Oscillations. S. Coffey, S. Harrison, A. Egea-Àlvarez, L. Xu, in IEEE Access,

vol. 13, pp. 116025-116036, 2025.

� Upgraded Control Strategies to Safeguard Resiliency in Hybrid AC-DC

Networks. M. Sharma, J. C. Gonzalez, J. L. Ruedatorres, Y. Pang, S.Coffey,
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A. Knockaert, IEEE Power and Energy Magazine [ACCEPTED Publication date

to be confirmed ].

Submitted and Under review

� Effect of Grid Forming and Grid Following Control on Firewall

Capability of MMC-HVDC Systems., S. Coffey, S. Harrison, N. Yang, A.

Egea-Àlvarez, L. Xu, IEEE Transactions on Power Delivery.

1.5 Thesis Outline

Having detailed the required motivation and context for this thesis in this Chapter, the

rest of this thesis is outlined in the following paragraphs.

The historical, contemporary, and future implementations of MVDC systems are

discussed in terms of applications and developments in technology in Chapter 2.

Common network implementations are highlighted, reviewing MVDC projects and

hardware used in these systems.

In Chapter 3, the systems that are modelled throughout this thesis are described and the

mathematical equations presented. The background modelling information on frame

transforms, small signal model representation, converter control are clearly explained,

and are referred back to throughout the following thesis chapters.

Chapter 4 assesses the stability of a standard GFL converter with inertia emulation and

the effect of common tuning on the system. Recommendations are given for ensuring

a balance between system stability whilst providing the required inertial response.

The importance of model accuracy and representation of low frequency oscillatory

modes are highlighted in Chapters 5 and 6. Small signal models of varying dynamic

detail are compared in these chapters, in GFM and GFL control respectively, giving a

methodology of screening models to determine conditions that they are not sufficiently

accurate.

Following the discussions on the importance of model accuracy, a highly detailed
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dynamic small signal model of a point-to-point MMC-HVDC system is developed in

Chapter 7. The effect of system parameters and converter control on propagating

oscillations between the interconnected AC grids is assessed and a metric to quantify

the limitation on firewall effect of the HVDC system is presented.

Finally, the overall thesis conclusions and recommendations are discussed in Chapter 8
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Chapter 2

Review of MVDC Applications,

Technologies and Future

Prospects

The application of this research has been focusing on MVDC and HVDC connections,

and the converters and controllers that enable this technology. Therefore the

background literature on the innovations and developments enabling renewable

integration needs to be expanded. Additionally, in order to understand the problems

the modern grid is facing, the technologies utilised need to be understood.

Considering these issues the modern grid is facing, several of the upcoming chapters

analyse different small signal modelling methods, for different control topologies, and

their capabilities and the level of detail required in models to accurately represent

sub-synchronous oscillations and oscillation propagations. Therefore the background

information in this Chapter will expand on HVDC and MVDC technologies and

applications.
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2.1 Medium Voltage to High Voltage DC

The author has completed and extensive review as part of the published work “Review

of MVDC, technologies and future prospects” which provides a detailed analysis of the

state of MVDC applications and the technology required for implementation. Within

the review, grid design, converter topologies, state of the art equipment, converter and

grid control were discussed. The discussed literature from an MVDC perspective will

be given here, targeting key contributions such as answering what level is medium

voltage, key applications and current demonstration projects, technologies required to

implement MVDC, and the role it will play, along with HVDC systems.

2.2 MVDC applications

SINCE the “Current War” between Thomas Edison and Nikola Tesla, AC has been the

basis for electricity systems across the world for the last 100 years [22]. DC systems have

been used in the past, for some applications, but their benefits could see DC replacing

traditional AC systems in many situations. Compared to AC, DC systems have a

better transfer capacity, improved flexibility and controllability, and could provide

better power supply reliability [23]. Medium Voltage DC (MVDC) could replace AC for

several applications due to these benefits, for example, in creating MVDC rail systems,

integrated shipboard power systems, offshore renewable collection, distribution grids,

electrification of oil and gas rigs, DC homes, electrification of university campuses

and mine sites. The first applications (i.e., rail systems, integrated ship board power

systems, off-shore renewable collection, and distribution grids) are the most common

in implementation and research literature. They were selected in this Chapter to give

a significant overview of MVDC applications.

HVDC has been already implemented for transmission [24], but increasingly MVDC is

being suggested for distribution in power systems. MVDC links have been implemented

successfully between distribution grids [25], [26], and MVDC collection systems could

be utilised for offshore renewables, integrating with HVDC transmission links.
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For rail systems, the lower end of MVDC (750 V to 3000 V) has been used for several

decades in urban and suburban traction systems [27]. It has been proposed to firstly

increase these systems to higher MVDC voltages and power ratings to improve capacity

[28], and also to develop MVDC rail grids to achieve a 25 kV AC line equivalent

performance [29].

Shipboard power systems have developed to Integrated Power System (IPS)s, due to

the benefits such as flexibility of layout, reduced fuel consumption, maintenance and

emissions, and improved reliability [30]. Traditionally these IPSs have been based on

AC distribution but the industry is seeing a move towards DC systems [31].

MVDC has been suggested for these applications for the following reasons: firstly,

there is an approaching limit of how much the transfer capacity can increase with the

AC infrastructure [32]. For example, growing populations in urban areas are resulting

in concentrated loads, which increase the distribution capability and power supply

reliability requirements.

Furthermore, transportation and heating systems are increasingly using electricity,

aiming to reduce CO2 emissions by utilising renewable energies, which brings further

stress on the capacity of the distribution networks. In rail systems, increasing traffic

in low medium voltage DC systems is causing the system to reach its limits [28].

Compared with the AC cables, DC cables have a higher transfer capacity, and so

converting existing AC lines to DC in distribution networks and rail systems would

increase capacity [33]. This could also benefit shipboard systems with the reduced

weight provided by utilising DC cables [34].

Furthermore, conventional AC systems often have radial and open loop layouts,

resulting in a lack of flexibility and controllability. This limits the implementation

of Distribtued Generation (DG) as their generated power is in a specific area and

it is not able to be supplied back upstream in times of excess power generation.

Additionally, this lack of flexibility in AC shipboard system prevents excess capacity

being stored [30]. The reliability of power flow is of vital importance in shipboard

systems and MVDC offers the ability to improve flexibility with integrated power
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systems and improved reliability [35]. The flexibility benefits of MVDC also aide

rail systems, especially urban rail networks [36], by improving protection control [37],

enabling flexible integration with distribution grids and simplifying onboard energy

conversions [37]. AC radial networks in distribution grids with DG could also result

in over voltages and congestion [38], however, the ability of the distribution system

to respond to uncertainty from supply and demand must be maintained [39]. DC

distribution systems have more configurations leading to improved flexibility for these

applications.

MVDC grids would improve systems with a high penetration of DC loads and power

converters. DC loads are continuously increasing with up to 80% of loads in commerce

and residential areas being DC [40], [41], therefore utilising MVDC systems would

reduce conversion stages. Modern ship systems also often utilise DC loads and pulse

loads; loads that draw a very high current in a short time, over intermittent periods [42].

In rail systems, MVDC supply rails would also reduce the number of conversion stages

required to supply the series wound DC motors [28].

Furthermore, power electronic devices are becoming increasingly common in ship power

systems [30], rail, and to interface renewable generation in distribution grids, however

this results in control interactions with the AC distribution networks [43]. With

these renewable sources being connected, their intermittency and uncertainty results in

instability and control issues with AC grids [39], [44]. MVDC links with back-to-back

power converters creating a Soft Open Point (SOP) are being suggested to combat this

instability, reactive power issues and increase the control flexibility [45], [46].

There could be significant improvements in efficiency and cost if MVDC collection

systems were utilised to integrate renewables, specifically wind power [47]. Moreover,

for the device required to connect to the transmission or distribution grids, the size of

collection systems and the conversion stages could be reduced using DC-DC converters,

which can enable MVDC systems with high gains to step up to high voltages [48].

Additionally, for shipboard electric systems, the size and weight of the traditional

Medium Voltage Alternating Current (MVAC) electric systems would be reduced and
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the generators and heavy low frequency transformers can be removed [31], [34].

MVDC technologies have been suggested and/or implemented in rail, ship, distribution

grid, and offshore collection systems, however, a comprehensive understanding of the

usage of MVDC in the future is lacking in the literature. This paper aims to review a

comprehensive set of MVDC applications, the overall network configurations, hardware,

topologies required for the application implementation, case studies, future trends and

problems of MVDC applications. This paper highlights the maturity of the various

MVDC applications, as they are at differing stages or development and Technology

Readiness Level (TRL). This paper reviews the uses, advantages, and disadvantages of

MVDC and offers a “cross sectional” review of common points to paint a full picture,

which has been lacking in the literature.

2.2.1 Sea

In traditional shipboard systems, diesel propulsion systems have a direct mechanical

connection between the prime mover and the turbine, with the propulsion area being

separate from the main power system [49]. However, in the 20th century, these systems

began to be replaced with diesel–electric propulsion [50], where the diesel generator

connects to an electric motor, as seen in Figure 2.1. This move towards electric systems

was motivated by the flexibility of the layout; reduced fuel consumption, maintenance,

and emissions; and improved reliability. However, up until the beginning of the 21st

century, the majority of the power in the ships that were using these systems was solely

dedicated to propulsion, [51], as well as for cargo ships and refrigeration [52], which

required special electrical power system arrangements. In recent years, IPSs have been

proposed to replace standard mechanical ship propulsion systems, which use generators

and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) to supply the propulsion system and all

other loads, no longer separating propulsion from the rest of the system [30]. IPSs could

help pave the way for all electric ships (AES), where all of the onboard equipment and

systems are electrical, with generation being provided by electric storage [53].

Schuddebeurs et al., [53], categorises ship systems from diesel–electric to AES,
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Figure 2.1: Traditional AC ship distribution systems.(a) propulsion isolated, (b) radial
IPS, (c) modern AC zonal distribution system

highlighting development and direction in the industry. An IPS could improve

flexibility, reduce the number of prime movers that are required, and increase efficiency;

additionally, vessels of all sizes can utilise an IPS [52]. Standard AC ship system rated

voltages traditionally ranged from 690 V for small ships (e.g., passenger ferries with

a generator capacity of 4 MW) to 6 kV, with total generator capacity between 4–20

MW and 11 kV, with a generator capacity above 20 MW (e.g., container ships and

larger cruise liners [54]). Initial AC distribution designs had separate propulsion and

service load systems to prevent faults propagating. However, the disadvantage of this

system is a lack of flexibility, and it is more efficient to amalgamate these systems.

IPSs can be further improved with zonal distribution, which has been increasingly

suggested in the literature [30] [49] [55] for increased reliability. The development of

AC standard shipboard systems is illustrated in Figure 2.1. However, the industry
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has seen a move towards DC power systems, specifically towards MVDC [31], for

IPSs, as shown in Figure 2.2. AC ship power systems have disadvantages, with bulky

transformers taking up important space and weight [34]. Furthermore, in traditional

AC systems, the excess capacity from the propulsion power system when travelling

at a low speed or when the vessel is stationary cannot be directly used or stored in

BESS [30]. Another reason for the move towards DC systems is that power electronic

devices are becoming increasingly common in ship power systems [30]. Modern ship

systems also often utilise pulse loads, which are loads that draw a very high current in

a short time and over intermittent periods [42]. However, gas powered AC generators

have a slow response, which does not match the fast response that is required for the

emerging pulsed loads [54]. On the other hand, energy storage devices (DC systems) as

well as power electronics provide a fast response. DC networks also avoid the issues that

are associated with the synchronisation of loads to sources and reduces voltage drops

and power losses due to reactive power [56]. Therefore, BESS and possible renewable

sources (RES) can be connected to the IPS. In AC grids, power quality issues such as the

harmonics and frequency fluctuations that are caused by pulse loads and that are loads

interfaced with power electronics are a system concern that require regulation in order

to avoid risks to the ship and crew [30]. DC grids do not have frequency issues; however,

they do have voltage stability issues [54]. Therefore, appropriate stabilising methods

must be considered for MVDC distribution systems and power quality standards for

DC grids that need to be defined [57]. A generic DC ship distribution network layout

is shown in Figure 2.2 [58,59].

The network structure could be a radial, ring, or mixed structure [55]. Traditionally, AC

ship systems were arranged radially, an orientation that has the benefit of simplicity;

however, these structures lack survivability, as if a line is disconnected due to a fault,

there are no other connections to the load to power it [30]. Several papers have

highlighted the benefit of utilising an open ring bus structure [55] [60]. This structure

is capable of isolating a fault with a normally open point, therefore allowing the rest

of the system to continue to operate. Furthermore, a ring bus structure ensures that a

vital load can be powered from several points, improving security and reliability [54].
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Figure 2.2: Generic DC shipboard IPS

IPSs have been around for the last 30 years, with the Queen Elizabeth II being the

first ship with an AC IPS [61]. Other IPS examples are Queen Elizabeth Class Aircraft

Carriers [59], the Ellen E-Ferry, and the Yara Birkeland Autonomous container, an

AES [62]. The QEC has four 11 kV switchboards and six generators, two at 35 MW,

two at 11.3 MW, and 2 at 8.5 MW. The Ellen E-ferry is a 57 m medium sized car

and passenger ferry with 4.3 MWh battery capacity with DC operation [63]. The Yara

Birkeland is a 79.5 m long ship with an optimal speed of 11 km/h, and it is the first fully

battery powered and autonomous container ship. The battery pack of the propulsion

system is 7–9 MWh [64]. All electric ships are being suggested due to their better

efficiency, fuel economy, power quality, and reliability [65]. Helgesen et al, [64], detail

the advancements in electrical energy storage for ships and the extensive progress made

in the field. The NORLED MF Ampere Ferry is the world’s first electric car ferry, which

uses battery storage; however, it is based on an AC distribution system [66].
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2.2.2 Rail Systems

Since the 1950s, rail systems have been leaning towards electric rail in Europe, China,

and Japan [29], [67]. However, diesel and diesel–electric locomotives still exist in North

American and some European countries. Electric trains are more efficient and do not

produce greenhouse gases [68] and have a greater power to weight ratio than their diesel

counterparts [69]. The installation costs of electric rail systems are significant; however,

in busy lines, these expenses are negated by the reduced operating costs compared to

diesel engines, as the cost of diesel fuel is significantly more than that of electricity [70].

However, in remote areas with little rail traffic, the installation costs are often too much

to warrant system electrification. Such areas would have to rely on the development of

large scale rail battery storage systems in order to achieve electrification [70,71].

Electric rail systems across the world have historically been supplied with a mix of

Low Voltage Direct Current (LVDC)/MVDC for low speed and urban connections

and MVAC for intercity and high speed rail systems. In inner city areas, there

are currently several LVDC/MVDC voltage levels for various light rail operations in

different countries; trams and subways use voltages between 750 V and 1.5 kV, and

medium distance trains use 3 kV DC [27]. With these DC systems, a three phase AC

distribution network would traditionally connect to a traction power substation (TPSS)

containing a rectifier bridge for DC conversion. However, lower voltage DC systems

suffer from increased heavy traffic, preventing operation at nominal power, and the

substations are required to be very close together.

For high speed AC rail networks, step down transformers that are connected to the

grid provide the catenary with medium voltage AC, e.g., 25 kV/50 Hz, and VSCs

on each train supply traction DC induction motors. AC rail distribution grids have

been prevalent due to ease of connection to the main national grid through step up

transformers to reach higher voltages and to reduce line losses, meaning that fewer

substations are required and that AC technology is advanced and reliable, such as in AC

Circuit Breaker (CB) [72]. Some European countries, such as Sweden, Germany, and

Austria, maintain a low frequency AC catenary voltage of 15 kV at 16.7 Hz [73], while
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most other European countries, such as Spain, France, and the UK, adopt an MVAC

rated at 25 kV/50 Hz [67] [74]. However, AC supply lines have certain drawbacks:

reactive power compensation is required, single phase substations have a high short

circuit power in order to avoid voltage imbalance at the Point of Common Coupling

(PCC), and the inductive voltage drops [75].

As a natural evolution of existing LVDC/MVDC traction systems, modern MVDC

rail systems have been proposed instead of MVAC. High speed DC rail systems were

limited due to the significant voltage drops along DC lines, the required high number

of expensive substations, and the lack of development of protection, [67] and only the

LVDC and the lower end of MVDC voltage ratings could be utilised. However, there

have been significant advances in these areas and in MVDC technologies [27], and

future MVDC rail distribution grids are increasingly being suggested in the literature.

Gómez-Expósito et al., [67], present a multiterminal MVDC network with a single

uninterrupted 24 kV DC catenary. The main transmission grid supplies this MVDC

distribution grid through a series of equally spaced substations containing multilevel

VSCs. In Verdicchio et al. and Caron et al., [28], [75], reviews of similar MVDC

distribution structures are presented; however, the systems that are presented use two

overhead lines. The former investigated the optimal distance between substations and

compared operation to a real 25 kV AC line. The latter reviews the DC voltage levels

of a bus system and suggests that a 9 kV DC supply has a comparable performance

to that of a traditional 25 kV AC system. Verdicchio et al., [29], also agree with this

comparison but adds that the selected DC voltage level must take substation distance,

the rail to ground voltage, and the thermal constraint on the overhead line cross section

into consideration, increasing costs. Thus, the selected voltage must optimise between

thermal constraints and cost. References [76, 77], Tobing et al. and Pereira et al.,

present optimisation solutions for the placement of DC traction substations to minimise

voltage drops and power losses.

An example DC network is shown in Figure 2.3. The TPSS contains disconnectors on

the AC side, rectifiers, and DC circuit breakers and disconnectors [27].
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Figure 2.3: DC rail distribution system.

The substation control system controls the reactive power on the AC side as well as the

active power and DC voltage. In areas where the lines are close to each other, rectifying

stations could be removed and replaced with DC–DC links [67]. Further to this, modern

MVDC rail might be reversible and integrate BESS [78]. There are still significant

developments that are required in MVDC rail systems, such as those seen in [79].

Arcing in DC rail systems is intense, as the voltage is often lower compared to that of the

equivalent AC systems, resulting in the current being higher [80]. Interruption between

the pantographs and the overhead line can cause arcing and results in power quality

issues, electromagnetic emissions, increased temperature at the contact point, and wear

on the contact wire and strip on the pantograph [81]. Fast detection methods might

be required to prevent the spread of negative electromagnetic phenomena throughout

the rail network [82].
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2.2.3 Network Distribution Grid Systems

The distribution grid has predominantly been AC since the early 1900s and the

“Current Wars” between Edison and Tesla [22]. AC technology has been utilised due

to the ease of stepping it up to higher voltages with transformers, allowing for reduced

power losses. However, developments in Voltage Source Converter (VSC)s, protection

and semiconductor devices has enabled the introduction of HVDC transmission, paving

the way for further DC connections, such as MVDC distribution.

The importance of power reliability and quality in cities and urban areas is paramount,

but as populations increase and the strain on the power supply is exasperated, extra

capacity will be required in the distribution grid. However, the AC system is reaching

its limit as the space for new substations and lines is finite. The transfer capacity a

DC conductor is about 1.5 to 1.8 times that of an AC cable of the same width and

current [83], [84], [85], and also has a higher efficiency [86]. DC also uses full peak

voltage capability compared to RMS and DC does not suffer from the skin effect [41].

Therefore, MVDC could provide the increased and capacity required in congested areas,

by converting MVAC lines to MVDC.

Another disadvantage of AC systems is the required reactive power compensation.

Utilising DC allows for the removal of three phase balance or compensation

requirements of AC [44]. DC cables do not consume any reactive power, and power

converter connections between DC and AC grids could provide support and voltage

control to the AC systems.

Connecting distributed renewable energy sources to AC grids also creates challenges for

the distribution grid. DGs are intermittent and unreliable and so BESS are required

for excess storage and support; connecting these to MVDC would allow for simpler

conversion stages than AC [41]. Controlling voltage disturbances is a significant goal

of DG connections, and power converters control with MVDC systems can provide DG

voltage control [87].

MVDC is not simply HVDC downscaled. MVDC could significantly aid in areas where
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there are no high voltage connections and where high voltage infrastructure could not

be easily implemented, for example, densely populated urban areas. Following from

this, HV has a large visual impact of high lines and power towers, an getting permits

for HV corridors is significantly increasing in difficulty [88]. Furthermore, MVDC has

the adaptability to allow for smaller, less expensive converters at the lower voltage

ranges [89].

However, MVDC grids have several challenges to overcome; protection systems and DC

circuit breakers need further development, there is a general lack of standardisation,

and installation costs of DC are currently high due to the power converters required [86].

Power converters are also still not as efficient as AC transformers, and have a lower

lifespan [41].

Furthermore, MVDC networks have no current zero crossings, and low DC impedances,

[90] and thus the fault current will be high. Dealing with short circuit currents is

predicted to be a great difficulty in DC grids [91], and compared to AC systems, the

protection in DC will be much more complex [86]. Fault detection and location is a

difficulty in DC systems, and detection methods are highlighted in the literature, [82],

[92], however there are still developments required. Further to this, the protection

methods in DC systems are still to be standardised, and the best prevention methods

are still up for debate, for example, the discussion between hybrid and solid-state circuit

breakers.

Applications overview

The four main applications overviewed are briefly summarised below in Table 2.1,

detailing the average voltage and power levels, TRL, maturity, case studies, and

available technology.

For rail systems, the lower end of MVDC technology is already in use for tram, metro

and subways, however long distance travel with MVDC is being suggested at higher

voltages of around 10 kV, and high speed of 20-30 kV.

For shipboard IPSs, MVDC power systems are emerging as an alternative to AC
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systems with heavy transformers. As reducing weight is highly important in ships,

the benefits of MVDC power electronics are being utilised, especially as the voltage of

the DC bus required will be 5 – 35 kV (depending on ship size), therefore not requiring

significantly large onboard substations [31], [55], [93].

Distribution grids are beginning to introduce MVDC links and DC grids. There are

several examples of DC links, [94], [95], and small DC distribution networks have been

developed in South-Eastern China [96], [97]. The technology of distribution grids is

available as MVDC systems have the flexibility of utilising 2L and 3-level (3L) VSCs,

as well as modular multilevel converters (MMCs). The suggested voltage range for

distribution operation varies in the literature, some papers suggesting 1.5 – 100 kV, [85],

with others narrowing the range to 5-50 kV, [98], [47]. For projects [99], [26], [25]

and [97], the voltage ranges from 10 kV to 27 kV. This will likely be the mean range

for distribution but there may be some extension up to 50 kV or even 100 kV for

distributed renewable connection.

Offshore wind collection however is still being developed and there are currently no

active MVDC collection systems. The lower weight of MVDC collection substations

compared to AC collection or HVDC would also significantly reduce capital cost of the

system. MMC technology could achieve the high step up ratios required, and has good

short term reliability with active redundancy, but there the long term survival of the

technology in offshore conditions is still being investigated [100].

The range of MVDC voltages for the various applications have not been standardised.

The values that have been suggested in the literature or that have been implemented

differ, with Table 2.1 showing these details. To further represent the variation in

voltage levels, the suggested and implemented applications are displayed in Figure 2.4,

as a function of the year. The trends show that for rail systems, the lower end of MVDC

voltages (600-1500 V) have been implemented up to the 2010s, and from 2010 to the

present day, higher medium ranges, (9-24 kV) are being suggested to match the 25

kV AC rail systems. With distribution, the most common suggested and implemented

voltage was 10 kV, with an outlier of the ANGLE-DC project reaching 27 kV. The
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most common implemented voltage for shipboards systems was also 10 kV, however,

the suggested values have a larger range due to the variety in ship sizes and required

loads. Finally, the suggested wind offshore collection platform voltages are in the higher

range of MVDC values (20 kV-35 kV).
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Figure 2.4: Suggested and implemented applications since year 2000 and associated
voltage level.

2.3 MVDC For Grid Connected Applications

2.3.1 Applications

According to CIGRE [85], future MVDC distribution systems will be for interconnection

with MVAC grids, and connecting LVDC and HVDC. The AC system will operate with

the DC system providing ancillary services and support. There will be a combination

of structures; point to point DC connections, multiterminal MVDC grids, microgrids,

and distributed generation connections. This section reviews the main applications for

grid connected applications.
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Table 2.1: MVDC Applications and Voltage Levels

Railways
MVDC
Distribution

Offshore
Shipboard
Systems

Voltage
levels

600 V – 3 kV
(trams, suburb
trains) Long
distance 9 to 10.5
kV [28, 29] High
speed DC 20 – 30
kV [67]

5-50 kV [98],
[47], [101], [88]
±10 kV [96], [97],
[102], [26], [99]
1.5-100 kV [85],
[103], [104] ±10
kV to ±70
kV [105]

Typically ±25 to
±50 kV [106]

5 kV main bus
voltage [34] 1-35
kV [93] 10 kV
[31], [55]

Power

3 to 5 MW
suburban [27]
12 MW higher
speed [75]

3 MW – 200
MW [107] [108]
Common mid-
range 10-20
MW [26] [97]

160 MW to 1200
MW [109], [110],
[111]

2-7 MW [58]
(smaller ships)
10-20 MW (cruise
liners) [54]

TRL 9 9 5 9

Maturity

Already utilised
for tram, subway,
metro travel.
HVDC converters
already capable of
implementation,
with SSCB and
improved power
semiconductors
offering new voltage
capabilities.

Utilised in several
countries in
test phase:
UK, China,
Finland. Range
of developed
converter,
semiconductor,
and control
systems by
industry

Relying
on DCWT
development
[106], but many
countries with
large installed
offshore capacity
and MVDC
technologies.

Integrated DC
power systems
are beginning
to dominate
the market.
Lightweight
MMCs and
power electronics
replacing
heavyweight
transformers.
Improving
battery capacity.

Cases

London
Underground,
Bordeaux-Hendaye
intercity line,
Paris-Strasbourg
high speed line.

ANGLE DC
SPEN, Zhuhai
Distribution
Project,
Shenzhen
MVDC [96],
Suzhouo [97],
Hangzhou
Jiangdong,
Guizhouo [65]

None
implemented
[106]

ForSea Ferries
[112], Yara
Birkeland [62],
QEC Aircraft
Carriers [59]

Available
Technology

Siemens MVDC
plus [88], RXHK
Smart VSC-MVDC
transmission

Siemens
MVDC Plus,
RXHK Smart
VSC-MVDC
transmission

Siemens MVDC
Plus

Energy storage
systems, power
management
systems, voltage
drives [112] [113]25
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SOPs, Flexible AC Transmission Systems (FACTS) and DC Links

AC distribution systems often utilise a radial structure, where entire sections of the

line are isolated after a fault, causing loss of supply downstream [46]. Two adjacent

independent feeders might be connected to offer routes of electricity supply in case of

an unplanned outage [95]. This can be done using standard mechanical switch-gears

also known as a Normally Open Point (NOP). As an alternative, this connection can be

realised through a MVDC VSCs back-to-back known as a SOP [114] [45]. A SOP has

the advantage that allows AC grids to be decoupled from each other, for example due to

power quality of the short circuit ratio [115]. At the same time, it can provide voltage

support and active power control [45] [46]. SOPs can be understood as a standard

back-to-back topology, Figure 2.5a [46]. SOPs are already being trialled; reference [99]

details a 11 kV flexible power link, connecting two 33 kV AC distribution networks

with SOPs and SPBs being installed on the network [116] (Figure 2.5b). Following

from SOPs, is the soft power bridges (SPBs), which perform a similar function to

SOPs however they can process less power reducing the number of power electronics

taking advantage of a series-parallel connection [95].

Network2Network1

Control Control

Network1 Network2

Figure 2.5: SB2B Soft Open Point configuration. b) Soft Power Bridge

FACTS have been traditionally used to improve power balance and voltage regulation

in AC transmission power networks. Standard FACTS such as Static Synchronous

Compensator (STATCOM)s have been extensively used and have been specifically
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designed to suit the network needs such as voltage support or power flow control [117].

Medium voltage level power electronics have been suggested to provide the same services

for MVAC distribution [46].

MVDC can be also used to interconnect to distant nodes using a DC line or link. Several

MVDC links have been suggested between two medium voltage nodes, for example, the

ANGLE-DC project, [118], will use a bidirectional MVDC link to improve power flow,

allow control, release power capacity and ensure reactive power control [45] [94].

DC Distribution Networks

As MVDC technology continues to develop in terms of protection, converters, and

reduced cost, full DC grids could be connected to AC systems, instead using single

SOP or DC lines [115]. At the same time, MVDC distribution networks might be

a convenient solution as the loads are shifting from AC to DC. Consumer loads are

increasingly DC, up to 80% of commercial and residential loads are now DC [41].

MVDC networks can easily integrate LVDC loads such as electric vehicles or future

electrified transport systems.

MVDC distribution networks have started to be developed, especially in China. In

Zhuhai, a ±10 kV MVDC distribution system has been implemented [26]. A star

network topology with three converters is suggested to improve reliability of the AC

distribution network.

There are several further MVDC projects that have been or are currently being

developed in China’s south-eastern provinces. The Shenshen VSC-DC based

multiterminal hand-in-hand distribution system in Shen Zhen has been under

development since 2014 [96]. The Hangzhou MVDC project will also utilise a

multiterminal structure, as does the Guizhou project [102]. The Suzhou MVDC

project has a more complicated system and is designing a single bus double terminal

ring structure. This is to combine the traditional ring structure and radial structure

benefits [98]. Although the structure of these projects vary, they all utilise MMC

converters and operate at a DC voltage of ±10 kV. This could suggest a standardisation
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of voltage in South-East China for MVDC networks.

Microgrids

Microgrids and smart grids have been proposed to integrate distributed generation

to meet local energy demand and to connect to distribution networks without costly

expansion of the centralised utility grid. Microgrid grid structures and hardware

topologies are very similar to the distribution topologies discussed in the next section,

and are often in the lower range of voltages [119]. According to some sources, [22],

[119], [91], DC microgrids are set to take dominance of AC microgrids, as the price

decreases, due to their ease of integration or renewable sources, with better integration

efficiency, integration of DC loads, no harmonic oscillations, no skin effect, and no

requirement of synchronisation [119]. MVDC microgrids will be prominent, in offshore

oil rings [41], data centres [115], industrial applications, and EV charging stations.

Offshore oil drilling often takes place in geographically remote locations, and at these

locations offshore wind generation is a significant resource. However, at these locations

the lack of electrical collection systems linking generation and transmission prevents the

implementation. The oil drilling platforms could be electrified with MVDC architecture

and also act as a wind generation collection system [93].

There are however several issues associated with DC grids that are often over looked,

particularly in such DC microgrids. Firstly, power quality standards need to be

defined for DC microgrids. Reference [57] provides power quality indexes for DC

grids, as DC grids can be prone to electromagnetic compatibility issues, source and

load interference causing flicker and fluctuations, low frequency oscillations propagating

between connected AC grids, and impact of overheating and ageing. Furthermore, DC

microgrids require significant protection, differing from that of AC microgrids. DC

lines have low impedance resulting in short circuits quickly increasing, and high fault

currents and difficulties using traditional current relays from AC grids. AC CBs also

cannot be used in DC grids as they interrupt current at the zero crossing, which DC

current does not have [91].
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2.3.2 Grid Topologies

There are several topologies for MVDC distribution systems: radial, meshed, multi-

terminal hand in hand, and ring [120], or a combination of these (see Figure 2.6).

The topology selected depends on the design requirements. Radial topologies are more

economical, due to smaller conductor size the further along the feeder [121]. They

are however not very reliable, and a fault at the beginning of one feeder will cause

supply failure to the rest of the connections leading from it. The power also flows in

one direction in a radial configuration, which could limit the flexibility of additional

distributed generation [122].

Ring structures have fewer voltage fluctuations at consumer level, and provide a reliable

system, as the loads are fed from two feeders. The open ring loop structure has NOPs

between the two feeders which separates the loop into two radial feeders. During normal

operation, sections are not connected but during a failure, the switch closes, and the

section is energised from the other side. Ring structures can provide flexibility and

reliability as there are multiple paths for power flow [123]. Further to NOPs, normally

closed point (NCP) configurations allow for a load to be balanced between feedings

improving power supply reliability [45].

Multiterminal MVDC networks have been proposed in the literature, [47], [124], [125],

[126], for use in microgrids, distribution systems and renewable collection systems.

Multiterminal networks are systems that don’t contain a loop. MVDC networks

connecting multiple MVAC grids would provide voltage support, power quality and

flexibility [127]. Multiterminal systems can be extended to more readily than ring

networks and offer the ability to inter-tie multiple networks at one point [128], [129].

Protection and control of multiterminal MVDC networks need further research and

development, due to the inherent instability of Multi-Terminal Direct Current (MTDC)

VSC based systems [124].

There are three main bus structures for MVDC networks [130]: mono-polar asymmetric,

mono-polar symmetric and the bipolar structure (see Figure 2.7). Mono-polar

symmetric systems consist of a single conductor and a ground return, and the symmetric
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Figure 2.6: Network topologies, a) radial, b) hand-in-hand multiterminal, c) Ring.

structure uses two conductors. This symmetric structure is preferred in MVDC systems.

On the other hand, bipolar buses might run with two cables but if one of the poles fails

it is possible to keep it running considering a grounded or metallic return.

2.4 Hardware

Each MVDC application will have specific hardware requirements, and the development

of AC-DC converters, DC-DC converters, solid-state smart transformers, and

semiconductor devices are all at varying levels. This section presents the available
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Figure 2.7: MVDC bus structures. a) Mono-polar asymmetric. b) Mono-polar
symmetric. c) Bipolar

topologies, the voltage range over which they are considered, the advantages, and the

disadvantages of each.

2.4.1 Converters

AC-DC & DC-AC Converters

The topology selected for MVDC converters is dependent on requirements of the

intended application. For AC-DC conversions there are several topologies available

including; diode rectifiers, 6-pulse and 12-pulse thyristors bridge, Line Commutated

Converter (LCC)s (Figure 2.8) 2-level (2L) VSCs, 3-level (3L) Neutral Point Clamp

(NPC), (Figure 2.9b) 3-level flying capacitor (3L-FC), [131], alternate arm converters,

5-level converters, and modular multilevel converters (MMC) (Figure 2.10).

Rectifiers have been utilised since the late 19th century for AC-DC conversion. Railway
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traction substations have utilised the simple 6 and 12 pulse diode rectifier for decades

and this converter is utilised in many rail systems today [36]. This basic diode rectifier

however suffers from lack of regenerative braking capabilities, and high harmonic

current injections.

Vdc
AC 

Grid

Figure 2.8: Line commutated converter (LCC).

Shipboard systems traditionally used thyristor based rectifiers at the medium voltage

level, about 20 kV, due to their significant robustness [105]. Generally, the 12-pulse

thyristor rectifier is utilised and it can remove the 5th and 7th harmonic, however the

lower order harmonics are still included [132].

For power transmission, LCCs as shown in Figure 2.8, were widely used for long distance

high power transmission and asynchronous grid connections [133]. LCC devices were

implemented in high power transmission to enable HVDC, however this resulted in poor

voltage regulation and commutation failure when operating under weak grids. This lead

to the development of the voltage source converter (VSC) for VSC-HVDC links, in

1997, utilising IGBT based switching, instead of thyristor pulse switching [134]. Since

then, the modular multilevel converter (MMC) and several other multilevel or cascaded

converters have been developed for improved sinusoidal outputs, reduced switching

losses and harmonics.

2L and 3L VSCs are the most common in MVDC systems at the lower voltage range,

e.g. 3-6 kV [135], due to their significantly lower cost and efficiency, at these voltages,

compared to MMCs or other multilevel converters. 2L can be considered up to ±28 kV

DC [100], and the 3L-NPC even for up to ±35 kV, however, generally, MMCs are the

best topology for the higher voltage ranges above 10 kV [135], [40], [136], [88], but at
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Figure 2.9: a) Two-level converter (2L). b) Three-level neutral point clamped converter
(3L-NPC).

this voltage boundary the converter should be selected on a case by case basis. MMCs

possess benefits such as low distortion, the modular design providing scalability [137],

voltage balancing across switches, reduced harmonics, lower switching frequencies [136],

improved fault ride through capability [138], [117], and active redundancy which

significantly improves reliability [139], [140]. There are disadvantages however to

MMCs, such as cost introduced by sub-module redundancy, and significant losses in

the Full Bridge (FB) configuration [105]. In shipboard systems, size and weight of

equipment is a crucial factor to be kept as low as possible, and reliability is also required.

MMCs in shipboard systems offer scalability with voltage and power, [141], [31]. [31]

and [108] review power densities and weight reduction benefits of the standard 12-pulse

thyristor rectifier, Integrated gate-commutated thyristor (IGCT) based converters,

MMCs and 2L VSCs.

A basic outline of the MMC topology is shown in Figure 2.10 [142], [143], [144]. There

are several possible submodule topologies including, the Half Bridge (HB), full-bridge,

and five-level cross connected modules. The HB submodule in MMCs has a lower power

loss compared to the FB [100], [145], and several papers consider solely HB MMC

configurations, [105]. However, the FB module has fault blocking capabilities, [146],

[141]. There has also been a focus on the development of advanced semiconductor
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devices in converters for reduced power losses. [147] reviews the benefits of hybrid

MMCs utilising both SiC and Si semiconductors, and [146] reviews the effects of varying

FB-HB configurations for varying switching devices inside the MMC.
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Figure 2.10: MMC and submodules

Commercially, there are many considerations for converter topologies. In the Network

Equilibrium FPL project, 3-level 3.3 kV converters based on IGCT technology were

utilised to connect the 33 kV DC link [99], and in planning the ANGLE-DC MVDC

project, 3L-NPC AC-DC converters were utilised for the connection between the 33

kV AC bus and ± 27 kV DC link [101], as shown in Figure 2.11. To implement

this conversion, 12 of these converters were to be installed at each substation, [148],

[94], arranged as submodules in the substation achieving the 33 kV AC to 27 kV DC

conversion [105] [94]. Comparing this configuration of modular converters to Figure

2.10, the individual transformers and associated power losses could significantly affect

total losses and cost. This series of cascaded converters is not the same as the traditional

MMC, or ABB’s alternative to the MMC, the cascaded two-level converter [149] which

was designed for VSC-HVDC transmission.

The planning of an MVDC distribution network in Zhuhai, [26], opted for MMCs,

34



Chapter 2. Review of MVDC Applications, Technologies and Future Prospects

where the Jishan I substation was not equipped with a DC breaker so an MMC with

self-fault clearing ability was required. For this, an IGCT cross-clamped (ICC) MMC

was designed with both FB and HB submodules.

33 kV 

AC

+27 kV

27 kV

Figure 2.11: Converter Station Configuration of Angle-DC Project

DC-DC Converters

DC-DC converters will have multiple uses in MVDC applications; connections from

offshore wind farms, use in smart transformers, stepping up and down from MVDC to

HVDC links, in ship systems, and rail connections. MVDC distribution projects are

already introducing medium voltage level DC-DC converters, [26], [102], [96].

DC-DC converters can be divided into two groups: isolated and non-isolated. With the

former, the input is isolated from the output with coupled inductors or AC transformers

offering galvanic isolation by creating a magnetic pairing. This provides protection of

the low voltage side from the high voltage side [150]. Isolated converters can offer larger

step up or step down ratios, and can allow for multiple DC outputs without significant
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cost [151]. Insulated converters can also improve efficiency, reduce switching losses, aid

grounding, and result in low voltage and current switching stress [152]. Non-isolated

converters remove the transformers and use fewer semiconductor devices, which reduces

switching losses, size and cost but they cannot provide large voltage ratios [150].

V1 V2

Figure 2.12: Buck-Boost

There are several topology options for DC-DC converters, the main suggested (isolated)

topologies are: the Dual Active Bridge Converter (DAB) and the dual active bridge

resonant converter (Figure 2.13), cascaded DAB converter, and modular multilevel

DAB converter (Figure 2.14,)) and the (non-isolated) Modular Multilevel DC-DC

Converter (MMDC), shown in Figure 2.14. The well known non-isolated Buck, Boost,

and Buck-boost (Figure 2.15) converters, [152], are also utilised for low voltage DC-DC

connections, such as in light rail [78]. For this application, particularly with state-

of-the-art battery driven light rail, a bidirectional buck-boost topology is utilised to

aid regenerative braking. However, for high power applications, these aforementioned

devices are not suited, and cannot achieve high enough step up or down ratios, and

as the duty cycle is increased, the efficiency of the device begins to significantly

decrease [151].

There are multiple DAB and DAB resonant topologies presented in the literature,
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Figure 2.13: Dual Active Bridge (DAB) and DAB Resonant Converter

with varying benefits, e.g.; high efficiency [150], high power densities, and bidirectional

flow [153]. [58] and [56] emphasise the importance of the bidirectional capabilities of DC-

DC converters for battery storage and ultra-capacitors in ship systems. Furthermore,

the DAB resonant converter can operate at high frequencies [154], allowing for reduced

magnet and capacitor sizing. Soft switching is achieved with this configuration [155],

reducing switching losses and noise [156]. Resonant topologies however, can experience

greater stress on switching and passive components [157]. Bidirectional resonant DAB

converters have been recommended for connection between the charging station and

the MVDC grid, [154], for the soft switching capabilities, galvanic isolation and high

efficiency [156].

Multilevel modular DC-DC converters can be implemented with an AC link between the

DC-DC input and output, as with the DAB MMC or with a direct DC-DC architecture,

as illustrated in Figure 2.14 and Figure 2.15, respectively, where the symbol Sub-Module

(SM) signifies the submodule. A multilevel architecture allows for higher voltage gains

for connections to distribution systems [48], [157]. DAB MMCs can handle high power
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and DC voltage and have DC fault blocking capability, with isolation benefits [158].
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Figure 2.14: Dual Active Bridge Modular Multilevel Converter

The non-isolated MMDC can be separated in two categories; the push-pull and the

tuned filter topologies, shown in Figure 2.15, where SM represents the sub-module

[159]. The tuned filter requires more filtering than the push-pull [150]. Several

papers recommend that high-power application DC-DC converters utilise a modular

multilevel structure due to the high step up ratio, [58], [160], enabling near sinusoidal

ac waveforms, compact size and low switching losses [157]. Such converters allow

for large single stage step up/down conversions, due to their multilevel and modular

nature [161], and DC fault blocking capabilities, [157]. The MMDC offers higher

efficiency than the DAB-MMC at lower voltage step up ratios, but this efficiency drops

as the transformation voltage is increased [157].

Furthermore, MMDCs have significant reliability as they utilise active redundancy,

which is important in offshore applications. However, the voltage balancing control

of the MMDC is considered complicated [162], and active redundancy results in a

significant number of semiconductor devices being required and increased costs. The

reliability of the MMDC is significantly greater than that of the DAB, due to active

redundancy, however in terms of grid connections the importance of this factor has to

be weighed up with the other parameters. Grid substations are easy to access and also
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do not face the harsh conditions that an offshore collection platform would, therefore

reliability might not be as of the same importance for DC grids [163]. In terms of

MVDC to HVDC grid connections, the benefits of both DAB-MMC and the MMDC

can recommend them for use in varying scenarios. Galvanic isolation of the DAB-MMC

provides guaranteed fault blocking capability, yet the non-isolated MMDC with FB sub-

modules can prevent fault propagation and are recommended generally for lower step

up ratios between MVDC and HVDC grids, [157].
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Figure 2.15: Push-Pull and Tuned Filter MMDC

2.4.2 Smart Transformer

Smart transformers have been suggested as a method to control hybrid networks and

provide ancillary services. According to [164], a smart transformer, or a Solid State

Transformer (SST), is a collection of digitally controlled high powered semiconductors

and enables control of the network. It can step up or down voltages, with input and

output of both AC and DC voltages, can alter frequency levels, and could improve

power supply stability [165]. Reference [88] claims the high costs of the proposed STs

are justified by these capabilities of operation. An example of a Smart Transformer is

shown in ??.

Liserre et al. [166] gives a detailed overview on the possible role of the smart transformer,

key architectures and ancillary services it could provide. The SST essentially acts as
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Figure 2.16: Example of Smart Transformer architecture.

the “heart of the system” and its role is to interact with variable power supplies, gather

information on demand, priority loads, and provide intelligent control of electric vehicles

and other domestic loads. The ST could also interact with local generators, control

the grid frequency, and decrease power injections from the DC side to avoid reverse

power flow. [167] displays MVDC meshed hybrid grids that can be created with STs

and BESS. The ST allows three levels of connections, MVDC, LVDC and LVAC, and

provides control systems for each converter ensuring voltage stability is maintained on

the voltage buses, during the voltage sag operating mode. The control system compares

the active power from the DG and injects the required power from the MVAC grid.

There are several possible ST implementations, SPEN, with funding from OFGEM,

have embarked on the LV Engine, a project to aid the uptake of low carbon technologies

based on DC [156], one such technology being the smart transformer. As many loads,

such as electric vehicles and heat pumps rely on DC, the LV Engine project aims to

design a smart transformer which provides a LV DC supply to customers which will

increase the transfer capacity of the network. According to SPEN, the ST will allow

for: optimum phase voltage regulation at low voltages, optimum substation active

power sharing, MV network voltage regulation (11 kV), provision of a LVDC customer

supply, modular design and scalability. The Shenzhen MVDC distribution project [96]

implemented a DC SST with multiple DAB cell modules. The smart transformers were

connected at two points of the distribution system for load connection.

Despite the aforementioned promising application of SSTs, the high cost associated

with most topologies has to be considered. [166] predicts that SST will not be mass
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produced in the near future, and only a few grid nodes would have them installed.

2.4.3 IGBT and MOSFETs

For the varying applications of MVDC technologies, there will be many uses of IGBTs

and MOSFETs. Heat dissipation and switching losses are an issue with ever increasing

power converter penetration, therefore improvements in semiconductor materials will

significantly affect the sector [168].

Table 2.2: : MOSFET and IGBT Comparison for MVDC applications

MOSFET (SiC) IGBT

Advantage Disadvantage Advantage Disadvantage

Low switching
loss

High conduction
loss [169]

Low conduction
loss

High switching
loss

Higher switching
frequencies

High cost [147] Low cost

Low switching
frequency
required

Improved thermal
properties [170]

Forward voltage
degradation [171]

Can withstand
high short circuit
currents

Cannot block
high reverse
voltages

Higher voltage
blocking [172]

Reliability issues
Low driving
power [173]

Generally
unidirectional

Fast response [91]

Silicon (Si) IGBTs dominate MMC converters for medium and high voltage

applications, but wide bandgap semiconductor devices, e.g., the silicon carbide (SiC)

MOSFET, would have superior performance, such as the high frequency capability

and lower losses. However, SiC semiconductors have higher costs than their Si based

counterparts [147].

IGBTs and MOSFETs also have an important role to play in protection and are

primarily used in DC Solid State Circuit Breakers (SSCBs) [91]. The advantages and

disadvantages of IGBTs and MOSFETs are highlighted in Table 2.2.
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2.5 Protection

2.5.1 Overview

Protection in AC systems is very advanced, with IEEE standards having already been

implemented for the grid, ship, and rail systems. However, there has been limited

research that has been conducted on DC protection [174] and commercially available

products. MVDC networks have no current zero-crossings and low DC impedances,

[175] meaning that the fault current will be high. Dealing with short circuit currents is

predicted to be a great difficulty in DC grids [176], and compared to AC systems, the

protection in DC will be much more complex [177]. This is partly due to the fact that

in AC systems, power flow is generally in one direction; however, due to bidirectional

converters, a DC fault is often propagated to all of the interconnected converters in DC

systems [178]. The increase in power electronics also adds to the system complexity

in terms of protection. Power converters are more sensitive to over-currents and over

voltages that transformers are, and therefore, external protection is required [179].

Protection systems have the following requirements: sensitivity, selectivity, robustness,

reliability, and speed [178]. Reliability is of vital importance for all networks, grid

distribution, micro-grids, rail, and onboard ship systems [35]; therefore, DC protection

must ensure that DC grids are not frequently down due to common short circuit faults.

The entire protection system must protect the DC system and prevent any faults from

propagating into the connected AC systems.

2.5.2 System Protections

The key system protection components for developing DC systems will likely rely

on DC circuit breakers, fuses, disconnector switches, and surge arrestors. The DC

circuit breaker (DCCB) requires the greatest development in terms of the necessary

components. There are three key DCCB structures, i.e., mechanical CBs with active

current injection, solid-state CBs (SSCBs), and hybrid CBs [86]. Mechanical DCCBs

have low on-state resistance, but their opening speed is slow, and they require

maintenance due to moving parts. They create an artificial zero-crossing point for the
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current that is flowing through the mechanical breakers by activating the LC resonance

circuit [180].

SSCBs are defined by fast clearance times and less maintenance but higher conduction

losses due to the semiconductor devices in the main current path. IGBTs are commonly

used as the switches, and across the IGBT branch, a metal oxide varistor (MOV), which

acts as a surge arrestor, is connected to absorb the discharged energy, as shown in Figure

2.17. Ultimately, the SSCB offers the fastest clearing time and the lowest fault current;

however, it has much greater power losses than the other two topologies, as detailed

experimentally in [86]. Continued development in semiconductor devices could lead

to reduced SSCB power loss. Several papers have investigated improvements to the

SSCB, such as [181], which implements an RC buffer branch due to its ability to clear

faults quickly and to resist very large currents. Reference [90] proposes an interlinked

solid-state MVDC circuit breaker (ISSCB). The author of [165] presents a SSCB for the

protection of BESS terminals from over-currents. The SSCB comprises several IGBTs

and diodes in series, increasing the cost and the risk of complication.

MOVMOV

Figure 2.17: Solid State DC Circuit Breaker.

The hybrid CBs that are illustrated in Figure 2.18 have the characteristics of both

mechanical and SSCBs, achieving faster response times than mechanical CBs, and

have the benefit of lower conduction losses than SSCBs [86]. These CBs do not achieve

a clearing time that is as fast as or that a fault current that is as low as that of a solid-

state CB. Furthermore, they are also large and require cooling systems [180]. Common

topologies are compared in reference [182].
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MOVMOV

Figure 2.18: Hybrid DC circuit breaker.

Although DCCB technology is relatively new, there are several commercial examples.

Reference [26] details the selection process for the DC circuit breaker for the Zhuhai

project, where hybrid DCCBs are used. The mechanical switch in the main branch of

the CB provided low on-state losses, high reliability, and low maintenance costs. The

metal oxide surge arrester configuration branch would then limit over voltage. In the

SPEN Angle DC project, the DC circuit was installed with a manual disconnector with

a grounding switch to enable the circuit to be isolated. Therefore, a single fault in one

of the DC cables would be isolated from the circuit, with the rest of the circuit is still

being in service [25].

2.5.3 Converter Protection

Converter fault isolation methods will also play a significant role in DC grid protection

[123]. Fault currents need to be quickly interrupted to avoid damage to the switches.

The author of [136] presents the issue of DC fault handling in MMCs, stating that after

a DC fault, the freewheeling diode in the converter acts as an uncontrolled rectifier

that prevents DC-fault isolation in a flexible DC system. HB MMCs cannot block DC

fault currents nor can 2L-VSCs [178]. Several papers have recommended FB MMCs

for DC grids due to their fault blocking capabilities [183, 184]; however, other papers
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such as [136] suggest still utilising an HB-SM with a double thyristor in order to reduce

investment and power loss. This would isolate AC/DC faults by generating symmetric

fault points and short circuits, after which the DC fault current can decay. The authors

of [135, 183] suggest hybrid MMC configurations that utilise both HB and FB sub-

modules, allowing for complete fault handling capability whilst also being cost effective.

2.5.4 Control for Protection

Systems with DCCBs, FB MMC converter fault protection, and DC isolation switches

could all be utilised for DC fault operation with a fast response; however, the costs are

still significant in these developing sectors. Furthermore, even with the FB submodule

MMCs that block faults, there are associated short-term black outs that occur in the DC

network following the fault. Several papers have recommended various control systems

to effectively utilise protection devices such as DCCBs whilst controlling the current

and voltage, ensuring fault ride through. The author of [109] highlights issues with

the ACCBs that are integrated in DC systems as well as with the DCCBs and MMCs

in MTDC networks and proposes a control system that enables reduced numbers of

DCCBs and that can respond during an MMC substation going offline. Reference [183]

also proposes an integrated protection control for limiting current, fault detection, and

fault clearance whilst maintaining the operation of healthy lines. In MTDC grids, it

is important to maintain network reliability and to enable faults to be detected and

cleared quickly.

Protection control systems can also be integrated into other protection technologies,

such as DCCBs with current regulation, as detailed in [175]. The paper recommends

a current flow controller to prevent post-fault conditions where a faulty DC line is

disconnected and where overloading occurs.

2.6 Converter Control

The main control topologies for converters are the grid following (GFL), and the grid

forming (GFM) controllers. The GFL is the traditional control functionality that has
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been utilised for grid connected converters, however due to the changing grid scenarios,

grid forming converters have been developed. In this section, an overview of the control

details are highlighted, as well as the fundamental difference between GFL and GFM

control.

Fundamentally the difference between GFL and GFM is defined by the former acting

as a current source with a high parallel impedance, and the latter as a voltage source

with a low series impedance [185], shown in Figure 2.19. There has been discussion on

expanding these definitions to include the method of synchronisation. The GFL relies

on an external voltage source to synchronise to the external grid, and generates a current

at this measured frequency, whilst the GFM uses power(/current) synchronisation,

performing self-synchronisation, and sets its own voltage magnitude and frequency

[186]. For stable operation, a GFL controlled converter needs to be connected to a stiff

voltage source. A GFM controller however can act as a stiff voltage source, meaning

that the voltage magnitude and frequency will not be sensitive to current drawn [187].

There are various control topologies for both grid following and forming converters,

however the fundamental properties still apply. The GFL acts as a current source in

the sub-transient time frame, if there is an active power - frequency droop, the frequency

is measured and active power set as constant, voltage is controlled by magnitude or Q-

V droop, and current is controlled by fast reference tracking and disturbance rejection.

For the GFM, it acts as a voltage source, maintaining P-ω droop without external ω

measurement, voltage is controlled by vector control of the magnitude and angle, and

any inner current loops are set within the current limit.

In Chapter 3, the derivation of the traditional current control, grid forming virtual

synchronous machine control, and models are derived. Ancillary services can be added

for additional grid support, however the discussed topologies are those that are used in

this thesis.

The utilisation of VSCs in MVDC networks provides significant ancillary services for

both the DC and AC interconnected grids. Aithal et al. in [168] proposes the control

of an MVDC link, highlighting the benefits of each VSC connection having its own
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Figure 2.19: Representation of grid forming and grid following control in terms of their
inherent reactions. GFM acts as a voltage source with series impedance, GFL acts as
current source with high parallel impedance.

separate control system. References [41,43,45,86] and extensive literature agrees with

[168] that the VSCs at each node provide flexible control and DC voltage balancing.

The operating modes (all four of the P-Q plane quadrants) are all available to the

network operator, with continuous control of the set points, all whilst fixing the DC

link voltage. Castelo De Oliveria et al. in [188] experimentally tested the flexibility

of AC–DC links and claimed that the main priority of DC operation is to provide the

ancillary services that are required by the grid (as well as increasing power capacity).

The paper concluded that the VSC controlled the DC link effectively and that it was

capable of switching from power transmission to shunt FACTS.

2.6.1 DC Control

The primary concern of DC control is the ability to maintain a stable DC voltage at the

DC bus and in any submodules, arms, and branches in a converter if they are present.

In MTDC systems, DC voltage control is achieved with master–slave control, voltage

margin control [189], and droop control [190]. Traditionally, the “master–slave” control

structure has been adopted [191], which is a centralised DC voltage control method.

The master controller operates in constant DC voltage mode and the other controllers,

the “slave” terminals, operate under constant power mode. This method can produce
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highly accurate operation with the master converter, ensuring that the DC voltage is

kept at the reference voltage [192].

Voltage margin control extends the master–slave technique; however, it allows the VSC

acting as the DC voltage controller to change [193], and the VSC operates within the

P-Vdc characteristic.

However, centralised DC control has several drawbacks, such as poor transients, with

just one controller controlling DC voltage level, and it also relies on fast communication

[192]. Furthermore, for both the master–slave and voltage margin controls, if there is an

outage in the DC voltage controller, the voltage of the whole system becomes unstable;

hence, droop control is preferable. Hence, distributed DC voltage control has since been

suggested to reduce dependence on fast communication [180]. Each converter has a DC

voltage droop controller and one controller controlling the AC active power. Droop

control offers better stability during VSC outages on the system compared to voltage

margin control. The DC bus voltage is maintained across the DC link, which can be

achieved using equation (2.1)

Pc = P ∗
DCref

+ kdroop(V
∗
DCref − VDC) (2.1)

where Pc is the PCC measured power, P ∗
DCref

is the reference power, kdroop is the droop

gain, V ∗
DCref is the reference DC voltage and VDC is the measured DC voltage [194].

2.6.2 Network Level Control

Traditional AC distribution grids conventionally have power flow in one direction, with

the high levels moving down to the AC distribution grid. An AC/DC hybrid grid could

enable the AC distribution grid to be interlinked with a DC distribution grid at varying

levels, offering flexibility with decentralised control, easing the integration of distributed

renewables. Two methods of communication in the AC/DC hybrid grid could exist:

the conventional grid communication network and non-utility-based networks such as

the IoT, as shown in Figure 2.20 [195]. In a traditional communication structure, the

distribution operator (DO) was entirely in control of the distribution reliability and
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communication. Increasingly, distribution grids are developing to be able to contain

distributed renewables, which might not be controlled directly by the DO but rather

by the energy services organisation (ESO). This communication is through the internet

and communicates with the DO and an independent system operator (ISO).
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Figure 2.20: (a) Traditional control communications compared to (b) AC/DC hybrid
grid communications.

However, these AC/DC systems, with their increased flexibility and power flow

complexity, have new demands and dynamic issues [196]. MVDC distribution grids

also tend to have an increased geographical range with increased DERs and load and

power fluctuations that significantly affect system operation and control [197]. MVDC

distribution is also characterised by high converter penetration with extensive voltage

and power control. Fast and reliable communication is required for this extensive

controllability and requires the use of units such as phase measurement units (PMUs)

and synchronous DC Measurement Units (SynDCs) [198]. A central DC re-dispatch

to perform recalculations during a DC or AC contingency is essential in multiterminal

grids. When a power converter disconnects, the re-dispatch restores power exchange
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and redirects power flow from one area to another [194].

2.7 MVDC Conclusion

This chapter has presented a complete review of the applications of MVDC systems

along with the possible benefits that are offered by the adaption of this technology.

System topologies, hardware, protection, and control were discussed. The four main

MVDC applications that were reviewed in this paper were shipboard systems, rail,

offshore wind collection, and distribution grids. For rail systems, the lower end of

MVDC technology is already in use for tram, metro, and subway systems; however,

long distance travel with MVDC is being suggested at higher voltages of around 10

kV, and the recommended voltage for high speed railways is 20–30 kV. For shipboard

IPSs, MVDC power systems are emerging as an alternative to AC systems with heavy

transformers. The industry has had IPSs available for several decades; however, the

system was traditionally AC based. Further to this, to improve efficiency, fuel economy,

and power quality, all electric ships are emerging in the industry [63], as developments

in power electronics, namely MMCs, in shipboard systems offer voltage and power

scalability [31,142] and FB sub-modules; they also have good fault blocking capability

[143]. MVDC systems offer more flexibility in the on-board network structure compared

to traditional AC systems, which are often radially distributed. Using an MVDC grid

could improve system controllability and could improve security and reliability [54].

Distribution grids are beginning to introduce MVDC links and DC grids. MVDC

interties will enable the use of SOPs to provide ancillary services to the grid [46]. There

are several examples of DC links [94,95], and small DC distribution networks have been

developed in southeastern China [96,97]. Multiterminal DC grids will likely develop in

commercial industries, grids, and interties with HVDC systems [47]. The technology

that is required for MVDC distribution grids is available, as MVDC systems have the

flexibility of utilising 2L and 3L VSCs as well as MMCs. The 2L and 3L converters

could be utilised at voltages of up to around ±10 kV DC [135], and MMCs could

provide the required step that needs to be taken before for higher voltages can be used.
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For DC–DC connections, multilevel DAB converters and MMDCs are suggested in the

literature. The MMDC has higher efficiency and reliability but no galvanic isolation.

For projects [25,26,97,99], the voltage can range from 10 kV to 27 kV. This will likely

be the mean distribution range, but there may be an extension of up to 50 kV or to

even 100 kV for distributed renewable connection. However, offshore wind collection is

still being developed, and there are currently no active MVDC collection systems. The

lower weight of MVDC collection substations compared to AC collection or HVDC

substations could significantly reduce the capital cost of the system [199]. MMC

technology could achieve the high step-up ratios that are required and has good short

term reliability with active redundancy, but the long term survival of the technology in

offshore conditions is still under investigation [100]. The protection mechanisms that

are implemented in DC grids will have to ensure that faults are not propagated from

the DC to the AC side and vice versa. Three categories of DC circuit breakers are

continually being developed: mechanical, solid state, and hybrid. The SSCBs are the

fastest; however, they have significant losses, so hybrid DCCBs have become the most

common. The fault propagation from one AC system through a DC link has been

highlighted as a concern in the literature [200]. However, it has been suggested that

existing AC protection systems can be updated for MVDC protection [201]. Damping

the oscillations between multiterminal DC grids with AC connections is also being

investigated in the literature [200, 202]. MVDC systems offer several benefits for the

applications presented in this paper, from flexibility, controllability, and reliability to

increased capacity. Continued developments in DCCB technology are still required to

improve costs and power losses in SSCBs. However, the technology is available and is

being utilised for rail, shipboard, and distribution systems, and MVDC systems could

begin to take prevalence on the electrical stage.
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Chapter 3

Power Converter Modelling and

Control

In this chapter, the theory behind power converter modelling and the vector control

representation is explained. Additionally, the models that have been used throughout

the thesis are shown. The presented systems are shown with the non-linear EMT

equations, then, small signal models are derived from these equations, shown in Section

3.5.

The system modelled in this Chapter is a grid tied VSC connection, described in terms

of the non-linear equations, as well as the derivation of grid following and grid forming

control. To obtain linear equations utilised in the small signal models, the whole

system needs to be represented in the synchronous reference frame [203–205], and then

linearised. Therefore the full equations of the system are detailed, along with the

background of vector control, and derivation of control topologies used.

3.1 Vector Control and Representation of Converters and

Grid Systems

The modelling and control of converter systems is expanded upon in this section.

A converter to infinite bus system (shown in Figure 3.1) is used as an example to
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Figure 3.1: Converter to Grid System

explain the implementation and representation of reference frames. The grid voltage is

represented with Egabc, the PCC voltage as Uabc, converter AC side voltage as Vabc and

the converter DC side voltage as VDC .The converter side resistance and inductance is

described by Rcr1 and Lcrc1, and the grid side by Rnr1 and Lnr1.

3.1.1 Representation of Voltage Source Converter

Typical converter VSC topologies have been presented in Chapter 2, reviewing the well

known two-level and three-level designs. The output voltage of the converter is set by

the control system, which applies switching signals to the switches of the converter. The

control of the voltage is enabled with space-phasor vector theory, described in the next

section [206]. The control system utilises pulse width modulation (PWM), producing

the modulation index creating the modulating signal, which is then compared with

the carrier signal. The modulating signal is a slow varying waveform, and the carrier

signal is a fast periodic sawtooth or triangular waveform. When the modulation signal

is greater than the carrier, the switching function changes from 0 to 1. This function

is used to control both switches on the one half bridge, with a Not gate producing the

opposite signal for the bottom switch [206].

When modelling the converter to grid system of Figure 3.1, the averaged model of the

system can be used for simplicity. In this representation, the AC and DC sides of

the VSC are decoupled, and the average values of variable taken, with the converter

dynamics produced as a function of the modulation signal. The equivalence of a two-

level VSC structure in the averaged model representation is shown in Figure 3.2, where
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Figure 3.2: Converter equivalent averaged model.

the AC side is represented as a controlled voltage source, and the DC side as a controlled

current source.

The desired voltages at each of the three voltage phases is taken from the control

system. Then, the current source representing the DC side is calculated from (3.1),

assuming no converter losses.

IDC1 =
PAC

Vdc
(3.1)

With this representation, the following sections describe the representation of the VSC

to grid system in the synchronous frame, and the derived controller topologies.

3.1.2 Space vector theory and frame representations

The converter to grid system in this chapter is modelled in the αβ and dq frames, to

simplify control. This is enabled by space vector representation, which relies on the

instantaneous values of the system. For the system variables, a complex vector can

represent the three-phase components of the system. For a variable Y, representation

in the abc frame as Yabc(t) is defined by (3.2) in the instantaneous phasor form.

Yj(t) = Ymcos(ωt + θ0 −
2πk

3
) for(j, k) = (a, 0), (b, 1), (c, 2) (3.2)

where Ym is the variable magnitude, ω the angular frequency and θ the initial phase

angle [206]. A complex vector of the three-phase vectors is defined by

Ys =
2

3
(Ya + Ybe

j 2π
3 + Yce

j 4π
3 ) (3.3)
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where Ys is in the stationary reference frame: the variables are shown as α-β

components, in a frame that does not rotate. The abc three phase oscillating signals

of each variable can be converted to the stationary frame using the Clarke Transform

(TClarke) [207]. If a vector variable Ys = TClarke Yabc = Yα + jYβ, (with subscript s

indicating the stationary frame) then it can be represented by equation (3.4) [205] [208]

[209], assuming a balanced system.

Yα
Yβ

 =
2

3

1 −1
2

−1
2

0 −
√
3

2

√
3
2



Ya

Yb

Yc

 (3.4)

Yα =
2

3
Ymcos(θ) − 1

2
Ymcos(θ − 2π

3
) − 1

2
Ymcos(θ − 4π

3
) =

3

2
Ymcos(θ) (3.5)

Yβ = −
√

3

2
Ymcos(θ − 2π

3
) +

√
3

2
Ymcos(θ − 4π

3
) =

3

2
Ymsin(θ) (3.6)

For the work completed in this thesis, the systems represented in the SSMs are in the dq

reference frame. Typically system control is represented in this synchronous rotating

reference frame [210], to enable DC control of the system variables, as opposed to 3

phase sinusoidal signals. This can be achieved by the Park Transform (power variant

form), shown in equation (3.7), and the inverse Park Transform shown in (3.8). This

q

a

d

b

c

ω 
ß 

α 

Y

yα

yß
yd

yq

θ 

Figure 3.3: Relation between abc frame, stationary frame, and synchronous reference
frame.
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transform converts the component of the three phase variables in the abc reference frame

to a rotating reference frame with “direct, quadrature, and zero components” [211]. The

variable θ is the angular position of this rotating reference frame, and when utilising

the transform to obtain constant steady state variables, the input angle is the electrical

angle of the voltage at the PCC. In this thesis, the Park Transform used has the d

component aligned with the a-axis, and the q component leading 90°, as seen in Figure

3.3 [203].

For the same variable in equation (3.2), it can be transformed into the dq components,

Ydq = Yd + jYq, by the Park Transform using (3.7) and the inverse with (3.8). The

power variant form is used, indicated by the 2
3 term in equation (3.7). This results in

power calculation from the dq components requiring multiplication by 3
2 .


Yd

Yq

Y0

 =
2

3


cos(θ) cos(θ − 2π

3 ) cos(θ + 2π
3 )

−sin(θ) −sin(θ − 2π
3 ) −sin(θ + 2π

3 )

1
2

1
2

1
2



Ya

Yb

Yc

 (3.7)


Ya

Yb

Yc

 =


cos(θ) −sin(θ) 1

cos(θ − 2π
3 ) −sin(θ − 2π

3 ) 1

cos(θ + 2π
3 ) −sin(θ + 2π

3 ) 1



Yd

Yq

Y0

 (3.8)

The relation between the abc, dq and αβ frames is visualised in Figure (3.3). With this

transform, the measured voltage and currents from the PCC, can be represented as two

DC signals (and zero component), as opposed to the three phase sinusoidal waveforms,

enabling converter control, with active and reactive power decoupled.

3.2 Synchronous Reference Frame Phase Locked Loop

(SRF-PLL) and Frame Conversions

The system variables can be represented in the abc, stationary αβ, and synchronous

reference dq frames. When modelling the full system, there are multiple synchronous

reference frames, typically, the converter and global reference frame. In GFL control,
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the Phase Locked Loop (PLL) provides voltage based synchronisation between the

converter and grid. The basic structure of the PLL is shown in Figure 3.4

Figure 3.4: Control Structure of SRF-PLL .

The synchronous reference frame PLL aligns the PCC voltage with the converter frame

d -axis, with the goal being to extract the grid angle [212]. If the actual PCC angle is

defined as θPLL, the PCC angle estimated by the PLL is defined as θ̂PLL. Considering

this control structure in Figure 3.4, the relation between the PLL angle estimate and

the input q axis voltage can be defined by (3.9).

θ̂PLL =

∫ (
ωn + KP ∗ uPCCq + Ki

∫
(uPCCq)

)
dt (3.9)

The relation between the reference frames and the PCC voltage can be seen in Figure

3.5. The stationary reference frame, αβ, has α aligned with the a-axis. The PCC

voltage is defined by UPCC , with an angle, θPLL, and the estimation of the PLL

angle, is θ̂PLL. It is often assumed there is no error between the actual angle and

the estimation of the angle, primarily during steady state [213] [214]. However, there

will be a difference between the actual PCC angle and the estimate of the angle during

transients and disturbances, which can be defined by δ, shown in Figure 3.5.

δ = θPLL − θ̂PLL (3.10)

The derivation of the standard GFL control, tunings, and PLL tunings can now be

explained using the synchronous reference frame representation. The PLL gains defined
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Figure 3.5: Relation between stationary and synchronous reference frame and PCC
voltage.

in equation (3.9) are typically tuned by considering the transfer function of grid angle

to estimation of the angle. Referring back to Figure 3.4 and to Figure 3.5, the relation

between these two angles, θPLL and θ̂PLL is observed. If the PCC voltage is represented

in the αβ frame, detailed in equations (3.4), (3.5) and (3.6) as Yα = Ymcos(θ) and Yβ =

Ymsin(θ), the voltage can then be represented in the dq frame. It has been established

that the PCC angle θPLL is estimated by the PLL as θ̂PLL. The instantaneous dq

voltages can then be defined by (3.11).

Ud = Umcos(θPLL − θ̂PLL) (3.11)

Uq = Umsin(θPLL − θ̂PLL) (3.12)

Ideally, the angle difference between θ̂PLL and θPLL should be negligible, as the goal of

the PLL is for the error between the estimated angle and the actual angle to zero [214].

Additionally, for simplification, if the angle error between θPLL − θ̂PLL is controlled to
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Figure 3.6: Simplified Control loop of PLL.

be zero, then Uq = 0, and if the angle difference is very small, using the approximation

of a small angle θsmall, then sin(θsmall) ≈ θsmall

Uq = Umsin(θPLL − θ̂PLL) ≈ Um(θPLL − θ̂PLL) (3.13)

and the PLL control can be considered linear. This simplified control is seen in Figure

3.6. This results in the transfer function (3.14)

θ̂PLL

θPLL
=

KPLL(s)Vnom

s + KPLL(s)Vnom
(3.14)

which can be related to a second order transfer function in (3.15). It should be noted

that ωn is the natural frequency of the filter (not the grid synchronous frequency).

H(s) =
2ζωns + ω2

n

s2 + 2ζωns + ω2
n

(3.15)

Comparing 3.14 and 3.15 the following tuning relations can be found [215], [216], [217],

[218].

KpPLL =
2ωn

Vnom
, τPLL =

2ζ

ωn
, KiPLL =

KpPLL

τPLL
(3.16)

with Vnom as the nominal input voltage, ζ is the damping ratio of the response, and
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τPLL as the PLL time constant.

The tuning of the traditional GFL parameters presented in this section is typically used

throughout this thesis. However, these typical parameter values are tested throughout

the chapters when assessing their impact on small-signal and dynamic stability.

The small signal representation of the PLL is derived in the small signal modelling part

of this chapter in Section 3.5.2.

3.3 Grid Following Control

GFL converters act as a controlled current source with a high parallel impedance [185].

A common GFL implementation is a standard current controller, with outer power

and voltage loops for creating the current references. The system contains an LC

filter between the grid and converter voltages, with the voltage at the PCC being

used as an input to the PLL to obtain the grid angle. The control of the converter

contains the outer power and AC voltage control loops, and the inner current control

containing proportional and integral gains dependent on the converter side inductance

and resistance [204].

Rcr1Lcr1

Ua

Ub

Uc

Va

Vb

Vc

UabcVabc

iabc

Figure 3.7: Simplified Representation of AC sides of VSC to Grid PCC.

The basis of current vector control can be described by considering the equations that

define the converter to grid system [210], [205]. The system represented in Figure 3.7 is
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the AC equivalent circuit of the VSC to PCC, to obtain the desired control structure.

The equations for this system in the abc, representing the three phase instantaneous

variables of the voltage and current are in (3.17). In this system, the converter side

impedance is defined by, Rcr1 and Lcr1.
Va

Vb

Vc

−

Ua

Ub

Uc

−(V0−U0)


1

1

1

 =


Rcr1 0 0

0 Rcr1 0

0 0 Rcr1



ia

ib

ic

+


Lcr1 0 0

0 Lcr1 0

0 0 Lcr1

 d

dt


ia

ib

ic


(3.17)

In the stationary reference frame the representation is (3.18).

Vs −Us = Ris + L
dis

dt
(3.18)

In this system it was assumed that the zero components of the grid and converter are

equivalent, where V0−U0 = 0. Additionally, the current zero component, i0, is assumed

to be equivalent to zero, 0, therefore when the Park transform of (3.7) is applied to

(3.17), the resulting in matrix only comprises the d and q components.

Vd

Vq

−

Ud

Uq

 =

 Rcr1 −ωLcr1

−ωLcr1 Rcr1

id
iq

 +

Lcr1 0

0 Lcr1

 d

dt

id
iq

 (3.19)

where the converter and grid, direct and quadrature voltages are Vd, Vq, ed, eq, the

converter dq currents are id and iq, and the electrical frequency is ω. It should be

noted that a cross coupling term is introduced when converting from the abc frame,

to αβ stationary frame, to the dq synchronous rotating frame. Referring to equation

(3.4), Ys = Yα + jYβ, and for a derivative term, if the relation of stationary to dq

frame in (3.64) is considered, then the cross coupling term is produced in (3.21), with

Y indicating the vector in the dq frame [219], [208] [205].

Ys = ejwtY (3.20)

dYs

dt
=

d

dt
(ejwtY) = jwtYejwt +

dY

dt
ejwt (3.21)
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Therefore if the equations for the converter to PCC grid voltages are transformed from

the stationary reference frame to the dq frame, by (3.22).

Vs = Vejwt,Us = Uejwt, is = iejwt (3.22)

Then (3.22) can be substituted into (3.18), and expanding into the dq components

(Y = Yd + jYq) and comparing the real and imaginary parts, the cross coupling terms

are derived.

Vejwt −Uejwt −Riejwt = L
diejwt

dt
= L(ijwtejwt +

di

dt
ejwt) (3.23)

V −U−Ri = L(ijwt +
di

dt
) (3.24)

To design the inner control loop, it is important to highlight design requirements:

� active and reactive power decoupling

� appropriate time response, such as fast current response [220]

� accurate control of current flowing through the converter impedance.

Considering these points, the vector control should enable the independent control of

the dq variables by decoupling them. The current will be controlled to generate the

desired voltage references to be applied to the gate drives of the VSC, by controlling

the voltage drop across the converter impedance [221]. The reference voltage to be

applied to the VSC can be controlled by the current Proportional Integral (PI) with

Vd

Vq

 =

V in
d − ωLcr1 + Ud

V in
q + ωLcr1 + Uq

 (3.25)

where

V in = Ri + L
di

dt
(3.26)

If (3.26) is rearranged in transfer function form of voltage to current, and the LaPlace

[222] transform applied, then a 1st order controller function for the dq variables can be
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defined by:
id(s)

V in
d (s)

=
1

Lcr1s + Rcr1
(3.27)

iq(s)

V in
q (s)

=
1

Lcr1s + Rcr1
(3.28)

This controller in turn can be related to the equation of the proportional integrator

(PI), using the Internal Model Control technique which is described in [223].

GPI(s) =
KP s + Ki

s
(3.29)

where for both the dq controllers the gains can be defined by

KP =
Lcr1

τcc
(3.30)

Ki =
Rcr1

τcc
(3.31)

The time constant τcc is selected to generally be 10 times slower than the switching

frequency [222]. The overview of a typical GFL model can be observed in Fig. 3.8. The

grid side inductance and resistance are defined by Lnr1 and Rnr1, and the converter

side defined by Lcr1 and Rcr1. Each control component will be expanded upon in this

section.

The outer loop controls typically are to control active power and voltage/reactive power,

seen in Figure 3.8, with control transfer functions Kp(s) and KU (s) control active power

and AC voltage respectively. The time constant of the active power controller typically

should be 10 times slower than the inner current control loop [224]. In this control

loop, the variables are considered as peak phase-to-phase.

Due to the changing requirements of the grid, there have been several suggestions

for amendments to GFL topologies to provide supporting services to the grid. GFL

converters can typically provide essential services such as reactive power control,

resulting in voltage support and control. Active and reactive power is controlled via an

outer loop, as seen in Figure 3.8. However, there have been increasing desires for more
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Figure 3.8: Current Controller Model of GFL in dq control.

advanced grid supporting features, for example, control can be amended to provide

frequency and Rate of Change of Frequency (ROCOF) support [9], [13]. The effects

and limitations of providing grid support through GFL control with ROCOF support

is assessed in Chapter 4.

3.4 Grid Forming Control

3.4.1 Grid Stability Issues

The move from traditional standard grid systems of large, synchronous generation, to

IBR with grid following control has produced the some key concerns, namely, instability

from resonance, converter driven instability, rotor angle, voltage, and frequency [225].

Considering frequency stability, it has been suggested that system inertia lost from

decommissioning synchronous machines should be replaced with inertia provided by

converters, usually called “emulated inertia”, “digital inertia” or “synthetic inertia”
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[226]. This can be offered from GFL converters acting in grid “supporting mode”,

however it has been debated over whether inertial response provided from GFLs can

be a “true” inertia response, as it is considered as a grid forming inherent response.

The UK grid code states, “for avoidance of doubt, Inertia Active Power is an inherent

capability of a Grid Forming Plant to respond naturally, within less than 5 ms, [226].”

However, papers such as [13] show that there are parameter conditions where inertia

enhanced GFL converters can provide this “true” inertial response as well as a GFM.

Traditionally, the short circuit level to the nominal power of a device is the short circuit

ratio SCR, and has been the index of traditional system strength (although newer

quantifications of system strength are required [227]). With a low SCR, the system is

considered weak and, therefore, sensitive to active and reactive power changes, making

it difficult to control. In a weak grid, standard GFL converters might become unstable,

forcing the converter to disconnect. The grid needs to maintain the voltage waveform

in steady state, and during disturbance transients [228].

In general, voltage fluctuations at a large and local level are increasingly of concern for

the grid. The integration of renewable energy at distances far from demand areas [229]

result in a weakened connection and difficulty in controlling voltage. Voltage stability

is desired to maintain values at acceptable levels during steady state and transients,

and can be maintained with reactive power. Additionally, voltage stability needs to be

maintained at a local level, and so adequate reactive power reserves are required [230].

To tackle these challenges, GFM converters have been proposed to provide stability and

support. GFM converters are capable of providing inertia support, frequency support,

black start, voltage source behaviour for grid strength and reactive power support,

oscillation damping, and acting as a sink for harmonics [185] [231]. Not all of these

capabilities would be provided at once, and the active and reactive power required must

be available in order to support the system. Some of these grid issues can be tackled

with enhanced controller support in GFL control, for example, GFL based inertial

controls, reactive power support and FFR.
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3.4.2 Grid Forming Control Topologies

GFM converters act as a controlled voltage source with a low series impedance. There

are several characteristic capabilities of GFMs, but this is the only commonly used

definition. However, one of the fundamental differences between GFL and GFM

converters is the synchronisation technique. As described in Section 3.3, the traditional

current controlled GFL synchronises to the grid relying on the external voltage source.

Grid forming converters however have a self-synchronisation capability, based on active

power flow and not external voltage signals.

There are several key GFM topologies, and various combinations, however the current

main designs are:

� Droop Control [185]

� Virtual Synchronous Machine (Virtual Synchronous Machine (VSM)) [232]

� Power Synchronisation Control [233]

� Matching Control [234]

� Virtual Oscillating Control (VOC) and dispatchable VOC (dVOC) [235]

Droop

The most “basic” implementation of GFM control is droop control, which is emulating

the active power-speed droop of a synchronous machine. The change in frequency is

related to the change in measured power and reference power, as shown in (3.32)

ω = ω∗ + Kdroop(P
∗ − P ) (3.32)

where ω is the converter frame frequency, ω∗ is the reference frequency, P ∗ is the

reference PCC active power, and P is the measured PCC power. With this simplistic

control, changes in frequency are balanced with power absorption or generation, with

the droop component being equivalent to power damping in the swing equations. The

angle of the converter is the integral of the output frequency in (3.32).
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Figure 3.9: Power synchronisation loop with converter angle output.

Power synchronisation

Power synchronisation control is very similar to droop control, however instead of

relating the error in angular frequency to the power error, the integral of the power

error is related to the error in angle. The output θc is the controller reference angle,

with the initial angle defined by θ0 [236].

(P − P ∗)
KPS

s
+ θ0 = θc (3.33)

Virtual oscillating control (VOC)

The inspiration for VOC (and dispatchable VOC) control is the synchronisation theory

from non-linear control [237]. The dynamics of a weakly non-linear limit-cycle oscillator

are produced, which enables the converters to synchronise together from random initial

conditions, without requiring external communication [185]. VOCs can be based on

differing oscillators, a common one being the Van der Pol oscillator. Scaling constants

are selected for equations of voltage and current, based on capacitor and inductor

equations, which can be tuned to emulate typical droop control [238]. Although,

higher performance than standard droop control is expected as VOC control utilises

instantaneous time-domain signals, opposed to phasor electrical variables [185].

Matching control

The basis of this control technique is “matching” the electromechanical energy

exchange patterns in synchronous machines [234]. As with the VOC, an oscillator

is utilised with the converter dynamics (matching converter dynamics to synchronous
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machine dynamics), with the oscillator frequency tracking the value of the DC voltage

measurement. Therefore, for GFM control, the dynamics of the synchronous machine

are matched by the oscillator producing the PWM signals for the switching gates.

Virtual synchronous machine

Throughout this work the main GFM control used has been the VSM, the full modelled

system being a VSM converter connected to an infinite bus through an LC filter.

Therefore the control topology, parameters and tunings of the VSM will be described

in this section. The function of the VSM is to emulate the behaviour of a synchronous

generator, to improve support to modern grid systems. The derivation of the control

is described here, based on the characteristics on a synchronous machine.

The first proposed control structure of a VSM form was the VISMA, [10], with several

developments to the control structure presented in the literature since [232], [239], [185],

[240]. In this control the power measurement, Pe, is obtained at the point of common

coupling (PCC) and controlled to the reference power, Pm, through the swing equation,

(3.34) with the damping, D, inertia, J, the rotor frequency, ωr, and the grid frequency,

ωg.

Pm − Pe = J
dωr

dt
+ D(ωr − ωg) (3.34)

J is equivalent to 2H, the mechanical time constant representing inertia of the virtual

rotor, with the relation shown in (3.35). J is the moment of inertia in (kgm2), which

traditionally was calculated from synchronous machine parameters [11], ωb is the base

frequency and Sb is base power. For virtual synchronous machines, H is selected based

on how much power is available to be delivered during set ROCOF changes [241], it can

be tuned based on desired application and is not constrained by physical characteristics

of the machine [242], rather than the available stored energy.

H =
1

2
J
ω2
b

Sb
(3.35)

The derivation of the VSM model can be obtained from assessing a simplified
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Figure 3.10: Simplified Equivalent Synchronous Machine to Grid.

synchronous machine to grid system, with neglected resistance, shown in Figure

3.10. It should be noted that this is the classical model, with simplifications in the

representation, assuming neglected resistance, for ease of representation. The grid

voltage is Eg ̸ 0, converter voltage is Esm ̸ δ, and if the total inductance is defined by

XT = Xsm + Xg, then the complex power behind Xsm, assuming neglected resistance,

and can be defined by (3.36)

S = P + jX = EsmI∗t =
EsmEgsin(δ)

XT
+ j

Esm(Esm − Egcos(δ))

XT
(3.36)

where It is the current through the impedance and I∗t is the complex conjugate of the

current. From (3.36), the active power is defined by

P =
EsmEgsin(δ)

XT
(3.37)

If this linearised around the initial angle, δ = δ0, (in per unit, with T representing

torque) then the relation can be defined.

∆T =
EsmEg

Xt
cos(δ0)(∆δ) (3.38)
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The relation between ∆T and ∆δ is called the synchronising torque coefficient Ks. This

is derived from the synchronising power, which is equivalent to the theoretical maximum

value of the power transferred between the two voltage sources [242]. This is the power

a machine can provide or absorb from and to the grid when there are disturbances. A

high synchronising power ensure the machine is capable of maintaining synchronism

with the grid, ensuring stability.

Ks =
EsmEg

Xt
cos(δ0) (3.39)

The per unit linearised representation of the swing equation can be now seen in 3.40,

where the electrical power/torque has been replaced with the synchronising torque and

rotor angle, and the damping term defined by D

d

dt
∆ω =

1

2H
(∆Tm −Ks∆δ −D∆ω) (3.40)

where rotor angle and grid frequency are related by equation (3.41).

d

dt
∆δ = ω0∆ω (3.41)

In terms of the rotor angle only, and if the Laplace transform is taken, the following

representation is obtained

s2(∆δ) +
D

2H
s(∆δ) +

Ks

2H
ω0(∆δ) =

ω0

2H
Tm (3.42)

giving the characteristic equation

s2 +
D

2H
s +

Ks

2H
ω0 = 0 (3.43)

which can be related to the general form of

s2 + 2ζωns + ωn
2 (3.44)
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Therefore, an indication of appropriate tuning values can be concluded from comparing

(3.43) and (3.44), and the selected damping, D, can be obtained.

ωN =

√
ωbKs

2H
(3.45)

D = 2ζ
√

2HωbKs (3.46)
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Figure 3.11: Control structure of virtual synchronous machine (VSM) with AC voltage
controller and synchronisation loop.

A basic control of the VSM converter is implementation of the swing equation, with

the power directly relating to the angle set by the controller creating the power

synchronization. The AC voltage is maintained by a PI controller which sets the

magnitude of the voltage, which is fed into the averaged model of the converter to

return the converter side voltage. The system and control diagram are shown in Figure

3.11, with the direction of current considered from the converter to the grid, modelled

in the dq reference frame with the d -axis aligned to the a-axis, and the q-axis leading
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90° to it. The grid, PCC, and converter voltages are Eg ̸ 0, UPCC ̸ θU and Vc ̸ θV .

The grid and converter side impedances are Rnr1, Lnr1, and Rcr1, Lcr1, respectively.

The reference frequency ωREF can be set at the system nominal value (50 Hz), or is

frequently taken from a PLL to remove initial offset (wg in Figure 3.11) [243].

3.5 Small Signal Modelling

3.5.1 Model of Converter to Grid System

Classically, power systems have been subject to either small, or large disturbances [244].

Small signal stability describes the ability of the power system to maintain synchronism

when subject to a small disturbance [21]. It informs about the power system’s inherent

dynamic characteristics and stability.

Small signal modelling is used to transform non-linear EMT equations into a linearised

form. To obtain the model, the non-linear equations for the full system are represented

in the rotating reference frame, presented in state space form [21] and linearised around

their operating point.

These equations and final linearised state space form can be expressed with the following

representation. The state, input and output variables are ∆x, ∆u, and ∆y, and A, B,

C and D are the state, input, output, and feed-through matrices [21].

d∆x

dt
= A∆x + B∆u (3.47)

∆y = C∆x + D∆u (3.48)

For all systems in this work, the equations are divided into subsystems, described by

the forms in equations (3.47) and (3.48). Considering Figure 3.1, the grid equations in

the SSM are shown by equations (3.49) to (3.55).
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Agrid =



−Rcr1
Lcr1

ω −1
Lcr1

0 0 0

−ω −Rcr1
Lcr1

0 −1
Lcr1

0 0

1
Cf

0 0 ω −1
Cf

0

0 1
Cf

−ω 0 0 −1
Cf

0 0 1
Lnr1

0 −Rcr1
Lcr1

ω

0 0 0 1
Lnr1

−ω −Rcr1
Lcr1


(3.49)

Bgrid =


1

Lcr1
0 0 0

0 1
Lcr1

0 0

0 0 −1
Lnr1

0

0 0 0 −1
Lnr1

 (3.50)

Cgrid =



1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1


(3.51)

Dgrid = zero(4x4) (3.52)

where the state, input, and output variables are defined by xg, ug and yg. The converter

and grid voltages are Vc and Eg respectively, and the converter and grid currents, ic

and in. As described in Section 3.2, there is a global reference frame and converter

reference frame. The grid system is modelled in the global frame, indicated by xy, and

converter frame by dq. Therefore, the grid side current is indicated by inx, iny, grid

side voltage by Egx, Egy, and converter side currents and voltage by icx, icy, and Vcx

and Vcy.

∆xg = [∆icx,∆icy,∆Ucx,∆Ucy,∆inx,∆iny, ] (3.53)

∆ug = [∆Vcx,∆Vcy,∆Egx,∆Egy] (3.54)

∆yg = [∆icx,∆icy,∆Ucx,∆Ucy] (3.55)
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From this sub-system, the voltage at the PCC can be obtained, as well as PCC currents.

These output components are in the global grid frame (here on represented by xy

frame), but then are passed through the linearised reference frame to transform from the

variables from grid frame to the converter frame. Additionally from these dq voltages

and currents, the three phase active power is calculated based on the dq instantaneous

power theory [245]. The Park transform has been described earlier in this chapter, with

a three-phase variable being transformed to two orthogonal signals, Y dq = Yd + jYq.

S = P + jQ = 3V dqIdq∗ = 3(
Ud + jUq√

2
)(
icd − jicq√

2
) (3.56)

P =
3

2
(Udicd + Uqicq) (3.57)

Linearising around the operating point gives a relation between input voltage and

currents to compute the small signal measured active power, ∆Pmeas.

∆Pmeas = ∆Udicd0 + ∆icdUd0 + ∆Uqicq0 + ∆icqUd0 (3.58)

Additionally, the calculation of measured voltage at the PCC can be calculated by

(3.59) and linearised to (3.60).

Umeas =
√
U2
d + U2

q (3.59)

∆Umeas = ∆Ud
Ud0√

Ud02 + Uq02
+ ∆Uq

Uq0√
Uq02 + Ud02

(3.60)

3.5.2 Linearised Small Signal Synchronous Reference Frame Phase

Locked Loop

The relation between grid voltage and the converter synchronisation relies on the angle

estimated at the PCC, as described in Section 3.2. The method of grid synchronisation

differs between converters operating in GFL and GFM control, for the former, the PLL

is used. The converter aims to synchronise to the PCC voltage, ideally minimising the

error between the estimated PLL angle and the real value, to zero. Therefore, rotating
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the converter dq frame at the same frequency and angle as the input voltage state

space vector. For the further small signal modelling sections, the full system needs to

be modelled in the dq component equations and then linearised. However, to do this,

a global reference frame needs to be defined and the relation to the converter reference

frame.

The relation between voltage vector and the PLL estimate angle was displayed in Figure

3.5. If a global reference frame is introduced, the new relations can be shown in Figure

3.12, with this global frame defined by dqg and rotating at ωg rad/s. The converter

frame is defined by dqc, rotating at ωPLL. Us
PLL is the measured PCC voltage in the

stationary frame, UPLL is in the global frame, and ÛPLL in the local converter frame.

The angles in Figure 3.12 are the actual PCC angle, θPLL, the estimated angle from

the PLL, θ̂PLL, the global reference frame angle, θg, and the difference between the

converter synchronous reference frame and the global reference frame, θ̃.

θ̃ = θ̂PLL − θg (3.61)

Considering the defined angles and reference frames, the following relations in (3.62)

and (3.63) apply [214].

UPLL = e−jθgUs
PLL (3.62)

ÛPLL = e−jθ̂PLLUs
PLL (3.63)

The stationary reference frame can be removed and the equations related in only the

global grid frame and the converter frame where θ̃ = θ̂PLL − θg.

ÛPLL = e−jθ̂PLLUs
PLL = e−jθ̂PLLeθgUPLL = e−jθ̃UPLL (3.64)

Following this relation, if ∆θ̃ is the error between the two reference frames, then the

relation, ÛPLL = e−jθ̃UPLL, established by (3.64), can be linearised as in equation

(3.65).

∆ÛPLL = −je−jθ̃0UPLL0∆θ̃ + e−jθ̃0∆UPLL (3.65)
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Figure 3.12: PCC voltage vector, grid global synchronous rotating reference frame, and
converter synchronous frame.

Referring back to the control diagram in Figure 3.4, the relation between input voltage

and PLL angle estimation is considered again in (3.66).

θ̂PLL =

∫ (
ωn + KP ∗ ÛPCCq + Ki

∫
(ÛPCCq)

)
dt (3.66)

The equation is in terms of the PLL estimate, therefore, if (3.65) is substituted in,

the transfer function between input angle and global reference frame voltage can be

produced. Considering d
dt(θ̂PLL) = d

dt(θ̃) + d
dt(θg), and assuming the ωn is equivalent

to the global rotational speed, d
dt(θg) = ωg the voltage and angle can be represented

in the global reference frame. By collecting real and imaginary components, the q

components, the transfer function of input ∆UPLLq to ∆θ̃ is produced by (3.67),

∆θ̃

∆Uq
=

KpPLLs + KiPLL

s2 + a0s + b0
(3.67)

where a0 and b0 are comprised of the proportional and integral gains of the PLL (shown

in (3.16)) and are defined in (3.68). The full expansion of the substitution in shown in
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the Appendix A.

a0 = KpPLLcos(θ0)Ud0 + KpPLLsin(θ0)Uq0 (3.68)

b0 = KiPLLcos(θ0)Ud0 + KiPLLsin(θ0)Uq0 (3.69)

3.5.3 Linearised Reference Frame Transforms

As the previous subsection described, the system equations are in the global reference

frame, or the converter reference frame. Therefore, the frame changes need to be

linearised, resulting in the the transforms of (3.70) and (3.71), where θ is the angle

between the two frames, and subscript 0 indicates linearisation point.

∆Y c
f =

 cos(θ0) sin(θ0) −Yx0sin(θ0) + Yy0cos(θ0)

−sin(θ0) cos(θ0) (−Yx0cos(θ0) − Yy0sin(θ0)

∆Yf (3.70)

∆Yf =

cos(θ0) −sin(θ0) (−Y c
d0sin(θ0) − Y c

q0cos(θ0))

sin(θ0) cos(θ0) (Y c
d0cos(θ0) − Y c

q0sin(θ0))

∆Y c
f (3.71)

3.5.4 Linearised Current Controller

Passing the grid and converter voltages through the frame transforms, the linearised

current controller can be presented. Again, the converter frame representation is

signified by Y c
dq.

Acc = 0 (3.72)

Bcc =

1 0 −1 0 0 0

0 1 0 −1 0 0

 (3.73)

Ccc =

KiCC 0

0 KiCC

 (3.74)

Dcc =

KpCC 0 −KpCC −ωLc 1 0

0 KPCC ωLc −KpCC 0 1

 (3.75)
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Where the state, input and output variables are defined by ∆xcc, ∆ucc and ∆ycc

∆xcc = [∆eicd,∆eicq] (3.76)

∆ucc = [∆i∗cd,∆i∗cq,∆iccd,∆iccq,∆uc
d,u

c
q] (3.77)

∆ycc = [∆vc
d,∆vc

q] (3.78)

The proportional and integral gains of the current loop PI controllers are KpCC and

KiCC respectively, and ∆eicd and ∆eicq are the errors between reference current and

measured current for the d and q components respectively.

The outer loop power and voltage controllers are shown in Fig. 3.8, with the

PI controllers defined by KP (s) and KU (s) for the power and voltage controller

respectively. Outer power and voltage loop state matrices are defined by state variables,

input variables, and output variables (∆xout, ∆uout, ∆yout) in (3.79) to (3.81). ∆eP

and ∆eU are the error between reference and measured power and PCC voltage.

∆xout = [∆eP ,∆eU ] (3.79)

∆uout = [∆P ref ,∆Pmeas,∆U ref ,∆Umeas] (3.80)

∆yout = [∆irefd ,∆irefq ] (3.81)

with the state matrices defined by Aout, Bout, Cout and Dout which contain power loop

proportional and integral gains, KpPC and KiPC , and the voltage loop proportional

and integral gains, KpUC and KiUC .

Aout = 0 (3.82)

Bout =

1 0 −1 0

0 1 0 −1

 (3.83)

Cout =

KiPC 0

0 KiUC

 (3.84)
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Dout =

KpPC 0 −KpPC 0

0 KpUC 0 −KpUC

 (3.85)

3.5.5 Linearised Grid Forming Control

The linearised angle is obtained from the output of the power synchronisation loop in

GFM control. In the VSM structure used in this work, the small signal representation

is detailed with the following state matrices, state and input variables. Referring back

to equations (3.40) (3.41), the synchronisation loop is shown in the state space form.

The matrices are shown by Aswing, Bswing, Cswing and Dswing, with state, input and

output variables defined by xswing = [∆ω,∆θ]T , uswing = [∆Pm,∆Pmeas]
T , yswing =

[∆ω,∆θ]T .

Aswing =

−Kd
2H 0

ω0 0

 (3.86)

Bswing

 1
2HSbase

1
2HSbase

0 0

 (3.87)

Cswing =

ω0 0

0 1

 (3.88)

Dswing = zero(2x2) (3.89)

The voltage applied to the converter is controlled by applying a PI controller to the

difference of the reference voltage and measured voltage magnitude. The output of the

controller is applied directly to the d component of the modulation index, which is in

turn, transformed to the grid frame with the output voltage angle, and return as an

input to the grid system.
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Stability Limits and Tuning

Recommendation of the Standard

Current Control Providing

Inertia Support

4.1 Motivation

The drastic increase in renewable energy sources in power grids has raised stability

concerns. A particular concern exists in the ability of the converters to preserve

frequency stability, due to their inherent lack of inertia provision. Grid forming

converters have been presented as a solution to this issue, however there have been

multiple suggestions of improvements to GFL control and that the emulated inertia can

be comparable to GFM capabilities [13]. The standard current controller with a PLL

can be modified to provide inertia by including an additional control loop that injects

active power in the case of a frequency event. This Chapter presents a detailed stability

study, using a small signal model, and a set of controller tuning recommendations for

the standard current controller with inertia emulation capability. The investigation

found that the standard current loop time constant tuning causes instability in the
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control structure with the inertia emulation loop. Reducing this time constant can

allow for stable inertia emulation with classical vector current control.

4.2 Introduction

The standard current controller used in the major part of grid-connected applications

is a grid following converter [246], [247] [248], which relies on a strong grid to operate.

Grid following converters use a phase locked loop (PLL) to measure the grid electrical

angle from the point of common coupling (PCC) and cannot provide inertia in its basic

implementation.

One solution presented to provide inertia using power converters, are grid forming

Virtual Synchronous Machines (VSMs), a particular type of grid forming converter.

They provide inertia by emulating the behaviour of conventional synchronous machines

during a frequency disturbance [249].

However, the VSM control structure, with the grid forming capabilities it provides, is

significantly different to the traditional current controller, which is currently widespread

and utilized by most manufacturers [240]. Another solution is to add an additional

loop to the standard current control to provide inertia emulation without modifying

the present control structure [9]. The benefit of using this model would be that the

control structure would not need to be changed much and existing installed control

mechanisms can be used. Furthermore, the conventional current controller has a faster

transient response than that of a typical grid forming converter (e.g. a VSM) which is a

greatly desirable feature [250], [251], [237]. Additionally, the difference between inertial

support in grid following and forming converters has been up for debate in much of

the literature. In [13], grid following and grid forming converters are compared for

their inertial response with varying grid voltage in acceptable ranges (0.9 pu to 1.1

pu), active power set points 0.1 pu to 0.9 pu, and grid SCR from 1.5 to 5, i.e., a

weak to strong range. Additionally, sweeps are performed for control settings that

would not “explicitly impact the magnitude of the inertia response”, but do affect the

stability and dynamics of the system. The paper concludes that across several system
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conditions, the grid following controller maintains the grid frequency as well as the

grid forming. Therefore, the additional inertia emulation in GFL control, can act as

this “true” inertial response typically attributed to GFM control [252]. Therefore, the

benefit of adding inertial response in grid following control needs to be assessed and

stability tuning recommendations given. This Chapter investigates the limitations and

optimal tuning for a current controller with inertia emulation, including the PLL and

current loop, for different grid strengths.

4.3 System Under Study

The system investigated is a 3 MW, 690 V grid connected two-level VSC converter,

connecting a source such as a wind turbine (such as the doubly fed induction generator

(DFIG)) or an energy storage system (Figure 4.1). The converter is connected to the

grid through an RL filter and a shunt capacitor Cf . In this study a constant DC link

has been assumed. The grid is modelled as the Thevenin equivalent [204] and will be

studied for varying SCR values; 2-5. The system is modelled in the dq frame, with the

equations described in Chapter 3.

As described in Chapter 3, the inner current controller consists of two PI controllers,

two decoupling terms and a voltage feed-forward. The PI controller for the current loop,

KCC(s), is tuned initially with the modulus optimum tuning technique [222], [224].

Kcc(s) =
Kpccs + Kicc

s
(4.1)

Kpcc =
Lcr1

τα
(4.2)

Kicc =
Rc

τα
(4.3)

where τα is the current loop time constant, recommended to be 5 to 10 times slower

than the switching frequency [204], which is in the range 1-2 kHz [253], up to 10

kHz [254]. Therefore, for the standard current controller, the optimal time constant

has been considered to be 1-5 ms.
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Figure 4.1: Current Controller With Inertia Emulation.

The derivation of PLL control structure has been explained in Chapter 3. The gain

KPLL(s) is defined as

KPLL(s) =
KpPLLs + KiPLL

s
(4.4)

KpPLL =
2ωnζ

Em
(4.5)

KiPLL =
KpPLL

τPLL
(4.6)

where Em is the admitted voltage, ζ is the damping ratio, and τPLL is the PLL

bandwidth. This was described, again in Chapter 3, but it should be noted again,

that the variable ωn in the natural bandwidth of the PLL filter, not the frequency of

the grid system. The initial τPLL has traditionally been tuned using [210]:

τPLL =
2ζ

ωn
(4.7)
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which is used in turn, to tune the proportional and integral PLL gains. Initially, the

current loop was tuned with a current loop time constant of 2 ms, and the PLL time

constant to 4.5 ms.

4.4 Inertia Emulation

Inertia is emulated by the the control loop in (4.8) the output of which is added to the

reference i∗d current to form the total reference current [9]. A gain, Kin amplifies the

rate of change of frequency and adds it to the current reference i∗d. The frequency of the

grid is provided by the PLL, which is then passed through a derivative term and then

a low pass filter to improve the system stability. The inertia controller can therefore

be defined as

idfreq = s
Kin

Fs + 1
∆ω (4.8)

where F is the first order filter time constant. The inertia gain Kin also determines

the required power to be delivered to the grid during a frequency disturbance [241].

The gain of the inertia controller can be obtained from the synchronous generator swing

equation and therefore maximum power delivery required for a particular rate of change

of frequency (ROCOF) [255], which can be simplified to

Pemulationmax =
2HSbase

ωs
˙ωmax (4.9)

where Sbase is the rated power of the turbine, H is the inertia constant emulated

(seconds), ωs is the synchronous frequency and ˙ωmax is the maximum allowable ROCOF

(Hz/s).

The required inertia emulation power should be divided by the nominal voltage and

ROCOF to obtain the gain Kin. The inertial branch gain is therefore derived in (4.10).

Vnom is the line-to-line RMS voltage.

Kin =
Pemulationmax

Vnom ˙ωmax
=

2HSbase

ωsVnom

√
3
2

(4.10)
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A typical required inertia constant, H, for a 3 MW system ranges from approximately

1-5 s [256], [257].

4.5 Small Signal Model

The full system modelled has been described in section 4.3 and is represented in Figure

4.1. The small signal model for the converter to grid voltages, is the same as that

described in Chapter 3, by equations (3.49) to (3.55). The linearised PLL, reference

frame changes, and inner current loops are expressed in equations (3.70) to (3.78).

The inertia response of this small-signal system was implemented by the transfer

function previously shown in equation (4.8). A no-linear EMT time domain model

was designed and simulated to validate the results of the small-signal model, with SCR

values ranging from 2 to 5. The time domain and SSM response to a power step is

shown in Figure 4.2. As it can be seen, both models overlay, validating the SSM.
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Figure 4.2: Time domain and SSM response
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4.6 Investigation

The small-signal model is used to perform a parametric sweep for increasing values

of Kin and F in order to identify the impact of each parameter on stability. This

produces the stability limits of the system under varying conditions and isolated the

optimum PLL and current loop tunings. The small signal instability is determined by

the eigenvalues of the system. In Chapter 3, small signal representation and stability

has been described. The eigenvalues of the A matrix of the state space representation,

are assessed, and for a complex pair of poles, if they move into the right hand plane,

then the system is unstable. The specific investigations carried out are as follows:

� Determining the maximum Kin gain whilst maintaining stability with increasing

F filter value for changing SCR.

� Investigate the effect of changing PLL time constant, τPLL, on stability.

� Assess the impact of the current controller time constant, τα, and its effect on

system when delivering inertial power.

4.7 Results

4.7.1 Impact of Kin and F with Varying SCR

The first investigation was to observe the maximum value of Kin and F which had a

stable condition when standard PLL and current control tuning were considered for

different SCR values from 2 to 5. The initial tuning of the converter has been obtained

from well-established tuning rules resulting in a current loop time constant, τα of 2 ms,

and a PLL time constant, τPLL, of 0.0045 s [210].

Figure 4.3 shows the stability limit for different SCR and F values, a linear relationship

between the maximum value of Kin and F is observed. Also, it can be seen that as

the SCR is decreased, the maximum inertial gain for a stable system at a given filter

constant reduces.

The line of stability continues as both Kin and F increase, however, there reaches a
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Figure 4.3: Kinmax against F Stability limit for varying SCR, τPLL = 0.0045 s, τα =
0.002 s

point where the filter value is too great and degrades the dynamic response of the power

injection during a frequency disturbance.

The limiting effect of the filter constant can be observed in Figure 4.4, which shows

that for a constant value of Kin (12 As−2), F significantly affects the performance. An

F of 0.3 s produces an acceptable dynamic performance, however, when F is increased

to 0.9 s, the dynamic performance is much slower. Equation (4.9) is used to calculate

the power required to be transferred by the converter. If a value of 24 kW is required,

Figure 4.4 shows that this is not achieved by the system with F = 0.9 s. Therefore, it

is recommended that the filter is tuned to be fast enough for an appropriate dynamic

response but slow enough to filter out standard frequency deviations that the system

is not required to respond to.

4.7.2 Kin against τPLL

The effect of increasing τPLL on the stability of the system was studied for varying F

values. Figure 4.5 shows the maximum Kin that can be employed as τPLL is increased,

with τα kept constant at 2 ms. For all values of F, the maximum Kin gain that can be

achieved, increased with increasing τPLL and then plateaus off. The plateau begins at

0.04 s for F = 0.1 s, τPLL=0.15 s for F = 0.5 s.
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Figure 4.4: Power [kW] Response to 1 pu ramp increase in frequency: Kin = 12, F =
0.3 s, F = 0.9 s.

As expected, increasing the filter time constant increased the maximum Kin gain that

could be achieved for a stable system. As the PLL time constant is increased, the

stability limit increases at first, but then reaches a plateau. Based on the location

of this plateau, a new τPLL constant of 0.04 s was selected, 10 times slower than the

previously defined optimal tuning. Figure 4.5 demonstrate that increasing the time

constant past this value would have no further impact on stability. It was therefore

concluded that the optimal PLL time constant to be selected for this system was 0.04

s.

4.7.3 Kin against τα, Current Controller Time Constant

The maximum value of Kin that can be achieved as the current controller time constant

is varied was simulated at multiple values of F. Note that (4.2) and (4.3) are considered

to give optimal tunings for vector current control, typically with a current control time

constant in the range τα = 2-5 ms. Equation (4.7) is considered the optimal PLL

bandwidth.

Figure 4.6a shows the effect on the maximum value of Kin, that can be enabled

whilst maintaining system stability, with increasing τα, with τPLL fixed at the assumed
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Figure 4.5: Maximum value of Kin that can be provided whilst maintaining stability
with increasing τPLL at SCR = 5.

optimum value of 0.0045 s, and in a grid with SCR = 5. Figure 4.6b shows the same

system simulation but with τPLL fixed at the new optimum value, found in the previous

section, i.e. τPLL = 0.04 s. A significant increase in the maximum Kin that maintains

stability can be seen with the new value of τPLL. Figure 4.6 also shows that, for a set

value of Kin, the controller is most stable with either a very fast τα, or a slow value.

There is a dip in stability at 1.5 ms – 10 ms, above which the system stability begins to

rise again allowing for increased Kin. The stability recovers with a τα of 0.1 s or greater

for SCR 5, shown in Figure 4.7, especially with F > 0.1. However, with SCR 5 and F

of 0.1 s, the system requires a much larger time constant for stability with an increased

Kin. The system can achieve high inertial gains for current loop time constants less

than 1 ms, but then begins to deteriorate, dipping to a minimum at around 2 ms. The

system then recovers, and the gain begins to increase again, but the time constant, τα,

has to be to about 0.1 s to achieve a high Kin.

The analysis was repeated at SCR = 4, 3 and 2, as shown in Figure 4.8. As the SCR

decreases, the dip in stability begins at a slightly lower τα. Furthermore, for the same

F, reducing the SCR reduces the maximum Kin at the given τα.

This analysis shows that the standard choice of a current loop time constant in the

89



Chapter 4. Stability Limits and Tuning Recommendation of the Standard Current
Control Providing Inertia Support

Figure 4.6: Maximum value of Kin that can be allowed whilst maintaining stability,
with increasing τα at SCR = 5 with a) τPLL = 2e/wn = 0.0045 s b) τPLL = 0.04 s

range 1-5ms gives the lowest possible maximum inertial gain. Therefore, a much faster

or much lower time constant is recommended, which is discussed in the following section.

4.8 Recommendations and Limitations

4.8.1 Inertia Emulation Capability in Fast Operation

From this investigation, it was determined that for the set system parameters, the ideal

system tuning can be determined from running parametric sweeps of Kin against τPLL

and against τα. A PLL time constant of 0.04s was recommended. However, from the

figures shown, it would appear that the optimal regions for current controller time

constant would be 0.1 ms, or a value of 0.1 s or more. This would allow the Kin

gain to be increased to achieve the required power transfer required to emulate inertia.

However, this needs to be considered with converter switching limitations, which is

covered in the next sub-section. Figure 4.9 shows the response of the system with τα

= 0.1 ms, 10 ms, and 100 ms. The 0.1 ms and 100 ms systems allow high inertial

gains, but with τα = 10 ms the system cannot reach gains higher than 100 A−2
s . The
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Figure 4.7: Maximum Kin with large range in τα, SCR = 5, τPLL = 0.04,

implication of this means the maximum inertial power is reduced. The SCR 5 provides

the highest possible inertial gain, but any SCR lower than this has a significant drop

in maximum possible Kin.

Figure 4.10 shows the dynamic response of the system with a Kin of approximately 586

A−2
s and a filter constant of 0.5 s. The required power to be delivered was calculated

from requiring an inertia constant of 4 s, a ROCOF of 2.5 Hz/s, and the system base

power 3 MW. Using (4.9), the power calculated was 1200 kW, corresponding to an

inertial gain of 568 A−2
s . Using the new optimum tunings developed in this section,

it can be seen that the system responds effectively and is capable of delivering the

power required by the frequency disturbance with a suitable inertia constant, H, with

appropriate dynamic performance.

4.8.2 Standard Current Controller Operation Region

Current controller time constants are limited by the switching time of the converter;

they should be 5 to 10 times slower than the converter switching frequency. The average

switching frequency for a 3 MW wind turbine to grid converter connection is about 1-2

kHz, up to about 10 kHz [254].
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Figure 4.8: Maximum Kin allowed whilst maintaining system stability with increasing
τα, τPLL for a) SCR = 4, b) SCR = 3, c) SCR = 2.

Therefore, to comply with switching limitations, the fastest response of the current

controller should be about 1 ms. This is 10 times slower than the value of 0.1 ms (or

faster) that was recommended from this study to ensure stability. The standard current

controller value is around 2-5 ms, which the graphs in Figure 4.6 to Figure 4.8 show

is the least stable region of operation. Therefore, it is recommended, that for current

controller inertial emulation, the current controller time constants must be reduced to

increase stability during frequency disturbances to obtain a high inertial gain that can

deliver or absorb power during the disturbance. The standard current controller time

constant region of operation is very limited for this type of inertia emulation.

4.9 Chapter Summary

In this study, inertia capabilities were replicated successfully in the traditional current

controller by adding an inertial gain amplifying the rate of change of frequency of the

system, and a filter. A series of parametric sweeps were performed for varying filter

constants and current controller and PLL time constants. This investigation highlighted

that in the normal area of tuning, τα of 1-5 ms, the inertia emulation performs poorly,
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Figure 4.9: Maximum Kin allowed whilst maintaining system stability with increasing
F, with tuning recommendations τPLL = 0.04s, a) τα = 0.1 ms, b) τα = 10 ms, c) τα
= 100 ms.

unable to reach the gains required for emulating inertia. If τα is reduced to fast values

of around 0.1 ms, then stable inertia emulation with classical vector current control can

be achieved, however this is encroaching on the converter switching frequency range of

1-10 kHz range, and so is not an acceptable value. At much slower current loop time

constants, τalpha > 10ms, the maximum Kin that can be achieved whilst maintaining

stability is increased, however this begins to slow the current controller losing its ideal

fast response.

Using the classical PLL tuning methods with this system would produce a τPLL =

0.004s, however to enable a larger inertial gain, the PLL time constant should be

increased to 0.04 s. Increasing the time constant ever further slightly improves the

range of allowed Kin, but loses the fast PLL tracking.

Finally, the filter the grid frequency is passed through should be selected to maintain a

reasonable response, whilst enabling the required Kin. An F greater than 0.6 s begins

to significantly slow and limit the power response. However, with a very low F constant

(< 0.3), then the maximum Kin that can be achieved is reduced.
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Figure 4.10: Power Response for system: τα=0.1ms τPLL=0.04s, SCR 5, Kin = 585
As-2, F = 0.5
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Chapter 5

Limitations and Comparisons of

Small Signal Modelling

Techniques in Converter

Dominated Medium Voltage

Networks

5.1 Motivation

This chapter assesses several common grid forming small signal modelling techniques

of varying computational complexity for their accuracy. As discussed in Chapter 1,

modern grids are seeing changing SCRs, due to increased power converter penetration.

Additionally, generation is increasingly being connected at a distribution level or areas

of the grid far from demand, therefore with different levels of X/R ratios. Each model

is tested for its transient accuracy limitations in response to a power disturbance for

varying grid SCRs and X/R ratios and controller damping for distribution networks.
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5.2 Introduction

The power system has seen significant changes over the last few decades as traditional

fossil fuel power plants are being phased out and replaced with converter-based

generation resources [258]. Traditional generation sites use synchronous machines

to create a stiff voltage source, however, grids are now seeing converter dominated

networks, which bring their own problems, with new device dependent and control

interactions emerging [259]. Additionally, the short circuit ratio (SCR) is increasingly

differing at points across the grid, and so the effect of SCR on model accuracy needs

to be reviewed. Furthermore, the Distribution Network Operator (DNO)s are seeing

more renewable generation integrated into the distribution grid, instead of transmission

grids, and at a medium voltage level [130]. Distributed grids have a much lower X/R

ratio compared to transmission grids [260], and so the effect of changing X/R ratios on

model accuracy should also be investigated.

Utilisation of extensive large signal EMT models can provide in depth information

regarding power system stability and interactions [258], [259]. However, in some

instances they may be more detailed than is required, impractical to implement when

there are many converters, and computationally intensive [261], [262].

In standard power networks, sub-synchronous oscillations (SSO) have been caused by

interactions with the generator rotors, in series compensated transmission lines [21].

The swing equation has been commonly used to model synchronous machines connected

to the grid, and to represent the interaction of the torsional modes causing the SSOs [21].

The new converter induced interactions require varying resolution of models to fully

understand stability [263], [261] in the ever-changing grid of differing SCR and X/R

levels.

Increasingly there have been several instances of sub-synchronous oscillations that have

caused stability issues to many grids, and were not predicted or could not be modelled

[225] [264]. As such, understanding the limitations of (and suggesting improvements

to) existing modelling techniques is vital. It has long been discussed in the literature
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Table 5.1: System Parameters

Parameter Value

Base Power 350 MW

Nominal L-L RMS AC Voltage 230 kV

Grid frequency ωn 50 Hz

Grid Resistance 0.1 pu / SCR

Grid Inductance 1 pu / SCR

Converter Resistance 0.01 pu

Converter Inductance 0.08 pu

Inertia Constant, H 5 s

Converter Damping pu, KD 2 ζ
√
Ks2Hω0

Voltage Proportional Gain, Kvp 0.1

Voltage Integral Gain Kvi 50

[265], [266], these limitations, and the detail of information required in the model to

accurately represent stability, transients and oscillations. Consequently, this Chapter

offers an insight into the limitations of commonly used GFM modelling approaches

from a small-signal perspective. The full detailed small signal [204], the Jacobian

implementation [205], and the classical model [21] will be assessed for transient accuracy

compared to the full detail non-linear EMT model. The effect of the SCR, damping

ratio, and X/R ratio of the grid on the model transient accuracy will be investigated

for each modelling method.

5.3 System Under Study

A grid forming converter, based on a virtual synchronous machine (VSM) topology is

represented in the three modelling techniques [249], [267]. The full modelled system

is a VSM converter connected to an infinite bus through an LC filter. The power

measurement is calculated from the measured AC voltage and current at the point

of common coupling (PCC) and controlled to the reference power through the swing

equation, described in Section 3.4, and presented again below

Pm − Pe =
Jdω

dt
+ Dω (5.1)
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Figure 5.1: Virtual synchronous machine to grid connection

with the damping, D, and inertia, J, set following the parameters given in Table

5.1, with the damping calculated using the synchronising torque coefficient (derived

in Section 3.4.2) and the damping factor, ζ. The control of the converter is the second

order implementation of the VSM swing equation, with the power directly relating to

the angle set by the controller creating the power synchronization. The AC voltage is

maintained by a PI controller which sets the magnitude of the voltage, which is fed

into the averaged model of the converter to return the converter side voltage. This

converter control was implemented in a non-linear EMT model in Simulink, to obtain

the accurate, detailed baseline to compare the other models against.

The system and control diagram are shown in Figure 5.1, with the direction of current

considered from the converter to the grid, modelled in the dq reference frame with

the d -axis aligned to the a-axis, and the q-axis leading 90° to it. The grid, PCC,

and converter voltages are Eg ̸ 0, UPCC ̸ θU and V ̸ θV . The grid and converter side

impedances are Rnr1, Lnr1, and Rcr1, Lcr1, respectively.
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Table 5.2: Parametric Sweep Range

Parameter SCR X/R ratio ζ

lower limit 1 1 0.1
upper limit 6 10 1

5.4 Methodology

As described in Section 5.2, the increase in power converter connected devices and the

change in site generation geographical location is resulting in several variations to the

grid parameters at connection, namely in SCR and X/R ratio [130]. For example, the

short circuit ratio (SCR) is changing at many points across the grid, and decreasing

beyond traditionally “low” values (<2) [268], [269]. Additionally, distribution grids

have a lower X/R ratio compared to transmission grids [260], and renewable generation

is increasingly being added to distribution networks [268]. Simplified models have been

used for basic load flows and analysis of very large systems, however with the changes

to the modern grid, it is important to represent the effect of these changing parameters

on the models’ accuracy, especially at the more “extreme” values we are seeing.

A series of parametric sweeps were performed on each of the models to investigate

the effect of short circuit ratio, damping ratio, ζ, and X/R ratio on the accuracy of

the models. The upper and lower range of the parameter values are given in Table

5.2. A step input of 0.03 pu (10 MW) active power reference is observed for each

model as the first case study, with key examples selected to represent the transient

inaccuracies introduced by each model. Following this, the effect of varying the X/R

ratio, SCR, and GFM damping factor, is shown on the eigenvalue detail of each model.

A selected sweep of reducing X/R ratio is used to highlight the distinction in mode

detail between the models. Finally, to show the parameter conditions that result in the

largest transient inaccuracy of each model, the error of each model during the power

disturbance, compared to the EMT non-linear model, is calculated and displayed in a

series of heat-maps.
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5.5 Small Signal Model

Following the implementation of the non-linear EMT model in the time domain,

the three small signal models of varying detail complexity were derived, to be later

compared to the non-linear model for accuracy. The three tested models are the full

detail SSM, the Jacobian representation from [205], and the classical model.

5.5.1 Full Detail EMT SSM

The first small signal model derived, is the full detail SSM representation. The method

of creating the SSM requires the linearization of all of the non-linear EMT equations

representing the grid and control system. This derivation is described in Chapter 3.

The grid to converter system is shown in equations (3.49) to (3.55), the power and

AC voltage calculations in (3.58) and (3.59). The linearised frame changes are shown

in (3.70) and (3.71), and finally, the grid forming control is represented by (3.86)

and (3.89). The value of damping selected is determined from the calculation of the

damping torque, which is further explained in Section 5.7. Additionally, the outer loop

AC voltage control is shown by the voltage components in (3.79) to (3.85) An overview

of the linearised systems with the defined state variables is shown in Figure 5.2.

The voltages obtained from the voltage controller are passed through the linearised

reference frame transformation from the converter frame to the grid frame [204]. The

full EMT SSM considers the dynamics of the network, the full converter impedance,

and the filter capacitor ensuring full detail of the represented system.

5.6 Jacobian Model

The next small signal model of a VSM to grid system investigated is the static Jacobian

matrix, which has traditionally been utilized for power flow and voltage stability

analysis, despite the latter being a dynamic phenomenon. However, [205] argues

that the Jacobian can still be used to observe the system dynamics if the frequency

range is “quasi-static”. It is based on the four transfer functions between inputs of
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Figure 5.2: Linearised small signal model system connections.

angle disturbance and PCC voltage disturbance, to change in output power and PCC

voltage [205], with the matrix representing the AC network and the vector control

of VSCs connected to the grid. It is derived from the voltage and current equations

from the grid to converter circuit, represented in the dq frame, and substituting the

linearised equations into the state space dq representation of the power equation [205].

However, in certain parts of the equation substitution, the resistance is neglected to

simplify the equations, and this representation with the transfer functions neglects the

filter capacitor and so its dynamics.

The motivation behind using the Jacobian is to be able to represent a synchronous AC

power system as “one multivariable feedback control system”, with feedback controllers

defined [205]. The idea is that various VSCs, synchronous machines, and loads, can

be added to the system as inputs to the matrix control. However, these simplifications

to make the matrix could result in important dynamics not being included. The

relationship between the power, angle, and voltage, resulting in the Jacobian matrix

∆P

∆U

 =

JPθ JPV

JUθ JUV

∆θv

∆V
V

 (5.2)
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Figure 5.3: Jacobian representation of grid to converter system with VSM control.

With each JXX , being the derived transfer function relating each variable from the

equations of the system and contain the grid dynamics representing the inputs to

outputs in the Laplace transform [205]. Each of these transfer functions contain

dynamic information of the converter to grid model. The expanded detail of this

matrix is described in the Appendix B, with a description of some of the simplifications

and assumptions.

Once the derivation of the Jacobian matrix has been achieved, the additional control

function can be added, as shown in Figure 5.3. The outputs from the VSM control block,

and the AC voltage controllers are input to the matrix, with the voltage controller

differing from that in the previous section, 5.5.1, and being divided by the voltage

magnitude.

5.7 Classical Second Order Model

The simplest representation of a virtual synchronous machine connected to an infinite

bus involves the swing equation and synchronising torque coefficient [21], as shown in

Figure 5.4. The swing equation is the same VSM control structure used in the full EMT

SSM and the Jacobian model, however in the Classical model, the grid is represented

only by the synchronising torque, Ks. The electromagnetic torque can be separated

into the synchronising torque and the damping torque, with their coefficients defined

by Ks [pu torque/ radians] and Kd [pu torque/pu speed deviation] respectively. As
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presented in Chapter 5, the coefficient Ks is defined by

Ks =
EV

XT
cos δ0 (5.3)

and takes into account the infinite bus voltage, E, synchronous machine output voltage,

V , reactance between the two, XT and the initial angle, δ0. The damping coefficient

is calculated by (5.4), where ζ is the damping ratio, H is the selected inertia constant,

and ω0 the base frequency.

KD = 2ζ
√
Ks2Hω0 (5.4)

Equation (5.3) does not take into consideration the resistance between the infinite

bus and synchronous machine, and is based on algebraic equations so lacks any related

dynamic information [1]. The synchronising torque coefficient indicates system stability,

with a negative value showing unstable non-oscillatory modes, and negative damping

torque coefficient indicating unstable oscillatory modes [270]. In Figure 5.4, the

representation is in per unit, with ∆Tm and ∆Te the per unit reference and electrical

torque respectively. The VSM frequency is represented by ∆ωr.

1
2Hs
1

2Hs

Kd

w

s
w

s

Ks

DTe

DTm
DdDwr

Figure 5.4: Small signal model diagram second order synchronous machine model.

The limitations of this model depend on what information is required. There are

several higher order and more complex control structures of the VSM, however they
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can be difficult to use for analytical dynamic analysis. The “importance” of some

of the electromagnetic phenomena has also been debated in the literature [271],

the relevance of neglecting electromagnetic dynamics is less clear in the presence of

converter interfaced generation. The full small signal and Jacobian models have cross

coupling terms representing the dynamics of the impedances which are not included in

the classical model. This is a significant limitation of the basic Classical model, and

the impact of this can be observed in the results section with the reduction in X/R

ratio.

5.8 Results

5.8.1 Overview of Step Response

A series of parametric sweeps were performed on each of the models to investigate the

effect of short circuit ratio, damping ratio, ζ (and therefore grid forming damping),

and X/R ratio on the accuracy of the models. The response to an active power step

input of 0.03 pu (10 MW) is observed for each model as the first case study. The

three implemented small signal GFM models were compared for their transient power

response across the parametric sweeps, to the non-linear EMT time domain response,

with some select examples shown here.

The higher the X/R ratio, the greater the decoupling between active and reactive power

[260] and so a step in the reference power should control the measured power without

significant effect on the voltage. However, decreasing the X/R ratio results in the

Classical model and Jacobian models having reduced accuracy. For the Classical model,

this is also partly due to the lack of inclusion of voltage control dynamics. This can be

observed between Figure 5.5 and Figure 5.6, where the X/R ratio is reduced from 10 to

5, at SCR of 1.5, and the Classical model loses accuracy slightly, but not significantly.

Further reducing the X/R ratio to 1, as in Figure 5.7, shows significant error in both

the Classical and Jacobian models, deviating from the EMT model, showing longer

lasting oscillations.
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Figure 5.5: Step of 10 MW (0.03pu) SCR = 1.5, ζ= 0.1 X/R = 10.
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Figure 5.6: Step of 10 MW (0.03pu) SCR = 1.5, ζ= 0.1 X/R = 5.

The effect of reducing the X/R ratio is most critical at lower SCRs, as well as low

damping (ζ <= 0.1). Comparing Figures 5.7 and 5.8, if the SCR is increased from 1.5

to 6, for the same X/R=1 and ζ=0.1, the Jacobian and Classical model match the time

domain model slightly better than at the lower SCR. The model can suitably represent

small changes around the equilibrium point, however lower SCRs and X/R ratios result

in larger inaccuracies. Furthermore, this Classical model cannot reflect the changes

in voltage reference as the voltage control loop is not included in the model. With
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Figure 5.7: : Step of 10 MW (0.03pu) SCR = 1.5, ζ= 0.1 X/R = 1.
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Figure 5.8: : Step of 10 MW (0.03pu) d) SCR = 6, ζ= 0.1, X/R = 10.

the lower SCR, the frequency of the oscillations differs for the Jacobian and Classical

models, compared to each other and the EMT, resulting in the waveforms being out of

phase with each other.

The full range of parameter values tested, in each of the three small signal models are

defined in Table 5.2. To illustrate the the effects of changing SCR, X/R ratio and ζ on

the models, a brief overview of the trends in the eigenvalue movement, and then overall

percentage error in transient accuracy calculated, in the following sections.
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5.9 Eigenvalue Analysis

For the full range of investigated SCRs, X/R ratios and damping ratios, the full

EMT SSM model completely matched the non-linear EMT model. Therefore, the

eigenvalues of the full detail SSM model were used as the accuracy baseline for the

model small signal comparisons. For the same parameters investigated, detailed in

Table 5.2, the eigenvalues were analysed. The voltage controller and network modes

are represented by the full detail SSM and the Jacobian models, but they are much

more heavily damped than the electromechanical modes and so will dissipate much

faster. In Table 5.3, the full range of the real parts of the eigenvalues are shown,

and the electromechanical modes are emphasized in bold. As the Classical model only

represents the electromechanical modes, they will be briefly analysed for comparison

amongst the three models. The electromechanical modes match well across the models

for this parameter selection.

Table 5.3: Real components of eigenvalues of models: SCR = 1.5, ζ = 1, X/R = 10

Full SSM Jacobian Classical

−0.6339 −0.6358 −0.6486

−12.4488 −30.9007

−32.2373 −32.2574

−41.2439 −41.0783

−5.3925

For a constant SCR of 1.5, and damping ratio of 0.1, the X/R ratio was reduced from

10 to 1, with modes for each model shown in Figure 5.9. As the X/R ratio is decreased,

the electromechanical modes become more damped for the full SSM model, but the

Classical and Jacobian modes move further apart in frequency (imaginary axis) from

the full SSM model, causing them to become out of phase with each other and the

full SSM model. They also deviate in terms of damping (time constant), due to the

deviations in the real axis.
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Towards the lower end of the X/R ratio range, the Jacobian modes are significantly

different from the full SSM electromechanical modes, which was observed in the

oscillations of the model in Figure 5.8. The modes of each model begin to significantly

diverge from each other from X/R < 3. Increasing the SCR, at a low X/R ratio, results

in the modes becoming more damped again but with closer together frequencies and

so this phase shifting is not as pronounced.

5.10 Model Comparison Overview

The limits of the converter modelling methods in regards to accuracy are subjective in

a sense of what is an acceptable deviation. Referring back to Figures 5.5 to 5.8, the

full detail small signal model matches the EMT model incredibly well for the range

of investigated parameters, SCR, damping ratio and X/R ratio. For high X/R ratios,

the Classical and Jacobian models follow the EMT response very well, combined with

SCRs greater than 3 and damping factors above than 0.3. For the lower X/R ratios of
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< 1, when SCR = 6, the initial response is acceptable but begins to get out of phase,

and deviate in terms of damping. Then, as the SCR is reduced, the lower detail models

begin to lose accuracy significantly for all damping ratios.

The general conclusions of the effect of the parameters on model accuracy can be

displayed in the heat-maps of Figure 5.10 and Figure 5.11. For the three modelling

techniques, the system was implemented as a linear time-invariant block with the

corresponding state space system selected, and the output of each compared to the

EMT model. The sum of the squares of the error for each point of the response after

the step was then calculated compared to the EMT response following

%Error = 100

√∑n
i=0(Pmi − Psimi)

2)∑n
i=0 Psimi)

2
(5.5)

Where Psim is the EMT Simulink response at point i, and Pm is the investigated

model at time i. Therefore, Figure 5.10 and Figure 5.11 are heat-maps showing for

each modelling technique, the percentage error in accuracy compared to the non-linear

EMT model, across the parameters investigated.

For the range of SCRs and damping ratio, the sum of the squares of the error was

calculated for each X/R ratio. For the X/R ratio of 10, Figure 5.10, the greatest error

was with the classical model at SCR 5 and damping ratio of 0.1. The exact percentage

error of this value is only 0.72%, which is very insignificant. Considering this is the

highest error for this parametric sweep, the other errors for the remaining models, SCRs

and ζ, are even smaller and so show great accuracy. As the overall error is very small, for

a small signal power disturbance, any three of the models would be capable of accurate

representation, and the classical model has the lowest computational burden and so

could be used very effectively for this type of investigation for the given parameters.

When the X/R ratio is reduced to 1, a significant change is observed in the accuracy

of the Classical and Jacobian models, shown in heat-maps of Figure 5.11. The greatest

error observed across the parametric sweeps was 20.5%, using the Jacobian model at

SCR = 1.5 and damping ζ = 0.1. For the Classical model with the aforementioned
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Figure 5.10: Percentage error in transient response across SCR and damping ratio at
X/R = 10.
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Figure 5.11: Percentage error in transient response across SCR and damping ratio at
X/R = 1.
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parameters, the error is 13%, and for the full EMT SSM, the error is only 0.09%. For

the Jacobian and Classical models at this X/R ratio of 1, across all SCRs and damping

ratios the percentage error is significantly increased compared to the same parameters

but with a higher X/R. The EMT SSM however still maintains a very good accuracy

across all parameters.

The Jacobian model can accurately represent the dynamic response of a power step

with an X/R > 3, as seen in the graphs of Figure 5.9 to Figure 5.11. However, at lower

X/R ratios, the response is increasingly inaccurate, especially at SCR < 2 and ζ < 0.2.

The Classical model has the same limitations for each parameter. Therefore in terms

of accuracy, the Classical model has a slightly higher percentage transient accuracy

compared to the Jacobian, however they both have increased percentage error with

low X/R (< 3) and low damping factor, (ζ < 0.3). The EMT SSM is accurate in

all instances, and fully matches the non-linear EMT, and the classical and Jacobian

models could be sufficient in representing a power step change with X/R > 3.

5.11 Chapter Summary

The modelling of converter dominated networks, and identification of interactions

within, is becoming increasingly complex. As such, maintaining the balance between

accurate, detailed models, and an appropriate computational burden is paramount.

Non-linear EMT modelling provides the most accurate response, yet is limited by

having the highest computational cost, and the full small signal model is incredibly

useful for converter interaction and sub-synchronous oscillation analysis however at

a high complexity with limited scalability. Simplified models such as the Jacobian

representation or the Classical second order model allow for simple analysis but do not

always appropriately show the dynamics of the grid/converter, and at lower SCRs and

non-moderate damping ratios, they show an increased error, especially at lower X/R

ratios. For the range of short circuit ratios of 2 to 6, and damping ratios of 0.1 to 1,

the Classical and Jacobian models are as accurate as a full small signal model, when

at a high X/R ratio. However, with an X/R < 3, the Jacobian and Classical models
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have a much lower accuracy compared to the full EMT SSM, especially combined

with SCR < 2 and damping ratio ζ < 0.3. The inclusion of the full converter to

grid impedances as well as filter capacitance is key for the EMT small signal model,

enabling accurate representation of the grid. The Classical model only includes the

equivalent inductance between the grid and converter, ignoring the resistance and

capacitance. The Jacobian model mainly considers the grid impedance, but makes some

simplifications in some of the internal transfer functions by neglecting the grid resistance

in some cases. These simplifications allow for ease of implementation and simplicity,

but result in lack of dynamic detail and damping. These limitations of the Jacobian

and Classical model result in significantly reduced accuracy for the increasingly seen

“extreme” grid parameters.
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Chapter 6

Assessing the Capability and

Limitations of Small Signal

Simplified Grid Following Models

for the Identification of

Sub-Synchronous Oscillations

Electricity grids are seeing dramatic changes due to increased power converter

penetration, causing variations in grid strength, X/R ratio, and new dynamic

bandwidths, which present stability challenges that need to be captured in models.

The use of appropriate modelling techniques is critical to achieve an accurate stability

assessment, however, it is also important to balance this accuracy with computational

burden. This chapter compares three key small signal models of a grid following

converter; a full detail small signal model, a Model Order Reduction (MOR) method,

and a simplified phasor model. They are compared for their ability to represent

transient accuracy, eigenvalue stability and identifying the presence of key modes that

could cause sub-synchronous oscillations. Previous literature has failed to define the
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bandwidth and accuracy of the different modelling approaches in specific conditions.

This chapter addresses the need for parametric sensitivity studies, and presents a

methodology of evaluation of lower detail models, for highlighting instability, and

the sub-synchronous, oscillatory modes that low detail models fail to capture, even

when they are expected to. Results show that the MOR performs slightly better

than the simplified phasor model, however, both fail to capture critical stability

information regarding oscillatory modes at sub-synchronous frequencies in certain

parameter conditions. Additionally, they both have reduced accuracy in representing

system instability, especially at low SCRs, when the full detail model should be used.

6.1 Motivation

The urgent threat of the climate emergency has resulted in a dramatic change in

the power system, with traditional synchronous generation being replaced with power

converter interfaced renewable generation [3]. The most widely used converter control

is the grid following (GFL) structure, which utilises a phase locked loop (PLL) to

synchronise to the grid voltage at the point of common coupling (PCC), [272], [12].

System operators have observed sub-synchronous oscillations (SSOs) that were not

predicted during the grid connection simulation phase. Such examples occurred in

the UK in June and July 2023, where 8 Hz oscillations occurred on 5 separate days,

resulting in tripping of generation, an HVDC link, an inter-connector and a transmission

circuit [14]. Other cases have been reported worldwide, such as in China and the USA,

which have been severely destructive [16]. These issues highlight the difficulties system

operators are experiencing, and the need for accurate modelling and identification of

oscillatory modal phenomena.

CIGRE [273] stresses that SSO screening methods are important and should be simple

and easy to understand. This is complicated considering that model accuracy could

be impacted by low SCR (values <2) [268], [269], variable X/R ratio (depending on

generation connection point) [260], and variable controller gains. This Chapter aims

to provide the required screening to identify the ability of the models to accurately
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predict SSOs across the range of relevant conditions.

Non-linear electromagnetic transient (EMT) time domain models offer the highest

accuracy of modelling but are associated with significant computational burden and

simulation time, the need for detailed understanding of the power system parameters

and dynamics, and difficulty in identifying the source of oscillations and/or instability.

Small signal models (SSM) can offer a compromise between accuracy and computational

demand, as well as offering classic control theory tools to assess oscillations and their

instability mechanisms [21]. Different SSMs of GFL converters have been proposed,

however there are problems that exist for each model, ranging from computational

burden, to lack of accuracy [1, 262,274–276].

The literature has compared different models for accuracy and representation, such

as the extensive descriptions in [1, 274] and [277], which compare EMT models, to

some phasor, small signal and simplified models of differing dynamic detail. However

they give a theoretical overview of the modelling capabilities and not a practical

analysis of the contained dynamic modes and instability indications across realistic

parameter conditions, as this paper aims to. Large signal model order reduction

methods and comparisons have been presented in papers such as [278], [279] and [280],

showing a good match in response for a reduced 6th and 4th order models, with a

moderate reduction in accuracy for a 2nd order model. The authors of [281] give an

extensive comparative review of small signal models in terms of state space, transfer

functions, and impedance models. However, again the models are not compared across

a combination of parametric conditions.

Therefore, this chapter compares three small signal models of varying detail, and

identifies the conditions under which each model can be used, and when the full detail

SSM is required. This is achieved by assessing if each model can identify problematic

conditions, such as sub-synchronous oscillations, and instability. The three models

assessed are the full detail SSM, such as in [204], a Model Order Reduction (MOR)

method, from [282], and a simplified phasor model [274]. The motivation behind

selecting each model is provided in Section 6.3.1, with the complexity of each model
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described and the derivation of the equations.

The key contributions of this chapter are: a methodology for screening models for their

modal accuracy and capabilities of identifying oscillatory sub-synchronous modes, and

comparing the accuracy of three common small signal modelling techniques, to assess

what system and tuning conditions result in a degradation of model accuracy. It is

expected that the simpler models will not be as accurate as the full detail model,

however it needs to be studied what parameter conditions exacerbate these issues,

and if they do not recognise dynamic detail in the sub-synchronous range, which they

would be expected to. To the best of the authors’ knowledge this is the first study

to complete such a sensitivity analysis. The models are investigated under changing

SCR, X/R, and outer power loop time constant. Using the eigenvalue analysis across

the range of relevant conditions, this paper defines the conditions that each model-

type can be used by Transmission System Operators (TSO)s to accurately identify and

describe SSOs.

6.2 Methodology

The case studies presented in the results in Section 6.4 were completed with the

following methodology.

6.2.1 Implementation of Small Signal Models

The motivation of this work, described in the introduction, is to give a clear

understanding of what degree of model complexity is required across varying system

and control parameter conditions. The first step in this method is to implement each

of the small signal models, which entails the linearisation of the full VSC system and

control equations. The linearised equations are expressed in state space form, from

(6.1) and (6.2)

∆ẋ = A∆x + B∆u (6.1)

∆y = C∆x + D∆u (6.2)
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where x is the state variables vector, u is the input vector, and y is the output vector.

The matrices A, B, C and D are the state space, input, output, and feed-forward matrix.

The derivation of each linearised state space set of equations is detailed in Section 6.3.

6.2.2 Identification of Problem Modes

The purpose of reducing the detail in complex models is to improve computational

burden, and increase simplicity. It is assumed that there will be detail missing,

such as high frequency modes, however many models aim to retain lower frequency

modal information, such as the aforementioned MOR method, and accurately represent

instability. Therefore, it is important to test the limits of detail that can be represented

by the MOR and simplified phasor model compared to the full detail SSM.

To understand the limitations of models, eigenvalue analysis is used to identify cases

where the full detail SSM represents key features of the system but the MOR and

phasor model do not. The eigenvalues of the overall system A matrix [21] are defined

by λ in (6.3), and from this the damping of each mode can be defined by (6.4). The

damping ratio, ζ, indicates when a system is critically damped (ζ = 1), over-damped

(ζ > 1), or under damped (ζ, < 1). The frequency of each ith eigenvalue, defined by

fi, is equivalent to bi in (6.3)

λi = ai + jbi (6.3)

ζ =
ai√

a2i + b2i

(6.4)

From this eigenvalue analysis, it will be identified when the MOR and simplified phasor

models do not represent key information that is in the full detail model, such as:

1. when the system is unstable (ai > 0)

2. when there are “modes of concern”: poorly damped modes, with ζ < 0.2, that

occur in the sub-synchronous (fi < 100πrad/s) range.

By reviewing eigenvalue plots of the systems, modes of concern that are missing from

the lower detail models are identified. The damping ratio of each mode has been
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calculated with (6.4), and where the damping is less than 0.2 the mode is highlighted.

A value of 0.2 damping ratio has been selected as outside of this range, in the literature,

has been stated as being poorly damped [21], [226]. Additionally, modes that indicate

instability that are included in the full detail SSM, but not the lower detail models are

identified.

6.2.3 Parametric Overview

TSOs, vendors, equipment manufacturers and project owners are highlighting the

importance of simplicity of modelling, whilst balancing accuracy. Therefore, the

industry needs methods to give indications of what conditions simplified models can be

used to accurately represent sub-synchronous oscillations.

In Section 6.4.1, for each parametric condition, the full detail SSM is analysed to see

if it contains “modes of concern”, or instability (defined in the previous sub-section).

The MOR and simplified phasor are then checked to see if they also contain this modal

detail, and if they do not, the parametric value is plotted. Therefore, in these plots,

the xyz coordinates of each point are the SCR, τ , and X/R value, and so any plotted

point indicates at those values, the lower detail model is not accurate.

6.3 Modelling

In this Section, the three small signal models are described in detail for their defining

equations and assumptions made.

The modelled grid-following current controller is pictured in Figure 6.1. It contains the

outer power and AC voltage control loops, and the inner current control containing

proportional and integral gains dependent on the converter side inductance and

resistance [204], based on the modulus optimum tuning technique [224]. The power

loop controller Kp(s) has proportional and integral gains, KpPC and KiPC respectively,

and for the voltage controller KU (s) the gains are KpUC and KiUC . The phase locked

loop (PLL) is defined by KPLL(s) with the proportional and integral gains being KpPLL

and KiPLL. The grid side inductance and resistance are defined by Ln and Rn, and
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the converter side defined by Lc and Rc. The DC voltage is assumed to be constant, as

the purpose of the models the authors are analysing is for the identification of SSOs in

the AC grid. Some of the lower detail models do not contain DC voltage feedback, and

the goal is to test that claims of the detail included in the simpler models, therefore

the effect of the DC link is not assessed. The operating points of the system have been

calculated using MatPower [283].
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Figure 6.1: Current controller model of GFL in dq control.

6.3.1 Model Selection Overview

The three small signal models analysed in this section are the full detail SSM, the

selected Model Order Reduction method from [284], and a simplified phasor model. The

reasoning behind the model selections have been briefly described in the introduction,

and are expanded upon here, highlighting the known benefits and draw backs of each

model.
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The full detail SSM contains the dynamics of the grid, which entails representing the

system as the currents, voltages and impedances in first order differential equations.

This accurately shows the non-linear characteristics of the voltage and currents flowing

through the representative grid impedance. The full detail model also includes the

outer, and inner current control (CC) loops, and accurately represents the small

disturbance characteristics of the system, sub-synchronous oscillations, small transients

and instability [21, 285]. It is presented in a state space representation, with a large

number of system states. This extensive state detail gives the ability to obtain great

insight into the cause of oscillations or disturbances, by the use of eigenvalue analysis

and participation factors. However, a detailed knowledge of the system is required, and

the implementation of deriving all the equations of larger systems can be impractical

for system operators.

The second model assessed in this study is the MOR implemented from [282] and

[284], and has been chosen as it is a very popular simplification method utilised in

[286–289], and is deemed to be a good ”intermediate” simplification step between the

full detail SSM and the simplest modelling method. It is implemented in state-space

form as a Multi Input Multiple Output (MIMO) system of transfer functions, allowing

the use of classical control theory tools to analyse the represented dynamics. The MOR

is stated to be used for analysis of dynamic behaviour and system stability considering

sub-synchronous modes in weak grids (pertaining to low SCR) [284].

The simplest representation of a grid-tied GFL converter is a phasor implementation,

where the differential equations of grid dynamics are represented algebraically, and the

converters are represented as a current source with magnitude and angle defined by the

controller. Typically they have been employed due to the assumption that the system

frequency will remain close to the rated synchronous frequency, and that the dynamics

of the grid do not need to be represented [1, 274]. The simplicity of this method is

highly beneficial to TSOs and those developing large system models, however it lacks

information of system dynamics and some converter interactions.

The full detail SSM contains the grid dynamics and all of the current controller
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Table 6.1: Details included in each model.

Detail Full Detail MOR Simplified Phasor

Grid
Dynamics

Included Included Not Included

PLL
Dynamics

Included Included
Not Included, angle

taken directly
from phasor

Inner
CC

Included Ic = Irefc Ic = Irefc

dynamics. The selected MOR is derived from linearised system differential equations,

but is simplified to multiple Single Input Single Output (SISO) transfer functions.

The method also involves further simplifications, such as assuming the inner current

loop is fast enough that the measured current follows the reference current exactly.

The simplified phasor model contains no grid dynamic detail, as it models the grid

algebraically. Like the MOR, it also assumes the current follows the reference exactly,

however it does not represent the grid synchronisation with a PLL, instead it directly

uses the angle from the PCC voltage phasor, losing all detail of the PLL dynamics.

Additionally, the reference frame conversion in the MOR is simplified to neglect the

initial angle deviation. An initial overview of model detail is given in Table 6.1 and a

summary later, in Figure 6.3.

6.3.2 Model 1: Full Detail SSM

The first small signal GFL model tested is the full detail SSM. The AC grid to converter

network can be represented by the matrices, ∆Ag, ∆Bg, and ∆Cg, shown in (6.5) to

(6.8), which are defined by the impedance between the converter and grid voltages (vdq

and edq), and the system frequency, ω. ∆Dg is a null matrix, in this case. In the
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following sections, the variables are in either the grid frame, or the converter frame.

∆Ag =



−Rc
Lc

ω −1
Lc

0 0 0

ω −Rc
Lc

0 −1
Lc

0 0

1
Cf

0 0 ω −1
Cf

0

0 1
Cf

−ω 0 0 −1
Cf

0 0 1
Ln

0 −Rn
Ln

ω

0 0 0 1
Ln

−ω −Rn
Ln


(6.5)

∆Bg =


1
Lc

0 0 0

0 1
Lc

0 0

0 0 −1
Ln

0

0 0 0 −1
Ln

 (6.6)

∆Cg =


1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1

 (6.7)

∆Dg = zero(4x4) (6.8)

Where the state variables and inputs, ∆xg and ∆ug, are defined in terms of the

converter side currents, ∆icd, ∆icq, grid side currents, ∆ind, ∆inq, and PCC voltage

∆ud, ∆uq:

∆xg =
[
∆icd ∆icq ∆ud ∆uq ∆ind ∆inq

]
(6.9)

∆ug =
[
∆vd ∆vq ∆ed ∆eq

]
(6.10)

A key feature of the grid following converter is its reliance on a PLL to synchronise

with the grid and follow the voltage. The grid angle, θ, is obtained from 6.11, where
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GPLL is the PLL transfer function.

∆θ

∆Uq
=

GPLL

s
=

KpPLLs + KiPLL

s2 + a0s + b0
(6.11)

where a0 = (KpPLLcos(θ0)Ud0 + KpPLLsin(θ0)Uq0)

b0 = (KiPLLcos(θ0)Ud0 + KiPLLsin(θ0)Uq0 with the subscript, 0, indicating initial

operating point of the variable.

The outer loop controls and inner current loop are modelled using the dq components

to form the voltage references to be applied to the gate drives. The grid dq currents

and voltages are converted into the converter reference frame from the grid frame, by

the linearised frame transformation [83] and the angle given in equation (6.11). If

a component X is defined in the grid frame by Xf , and in the converter frame by

Xc
f , then the relation can be expressed by (6.12) and (6.13) (where the superscript c

indicates the converter frame), and θ is the angle difference between the frames.

Xc
f = Xfe

jθ (6.12)

Xf = Xc
fe

−jθ (6.13)

The transfer matrix from grid to converter frame needs to be linearised, and is defined

by T , and by T−1 for the converter to grid frame, which are explained in Chapter 3.

For a variable X, the linearised transform between each frame is defined by T, with the

linearisation around X0, and θ0.

T =

 cos(θ0) sin(θ0) −xd0sin(θ0) + xq0cos(θ0)

−sin(θ0) cos(θ0) −xd0cos(θ0) − xq0sin(θ0)

 (6.14)

With the linearised inverse transform defined by T−1

T−1 =

cos(θ0) −sin(θ0) −xcd0sin(θ0) − xcq0cos(θ0)

sin(θ0) cos(θ0) xcd0cos(θ0) − xcq0sin(θ0)

 (6.15)

The inner current loop can then be expressed, with the state space representation shown
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by (6.16) to (6.19).

Acc = zero(2x2) (6.16)

Bcc =

1 0 −1 0 0 0

0 1 0 −1 0 0

 (6.17)

Ccc =

KiCC 0

0 KiCC

 (6.18)

Dcc =

KpCC 0 −KpCC −ωLc 1 0

0 KPCC ωLc −KpCC 0 1

 (6.19)

Where the state, input and output variables are defined by ∆xcc, ∆ucc and ∆ycc

∆xcc = [∆eicd,∆eicq] (6.20)

∆ucc = [∆i∗cd,∆i∗cq,∆iccd,∆iccq,∆uc
d,u

c
q] (6.21)

∆ycc = [∆vc
d,∆vc

q] (6.22)

The proportional and integral gains of the current loop PI controllers are KpCC and

KiCC respectively, and ∆eicd and ∆eicq are the errors between reference current and

measured current for the d and q components respectively. The outer loop power

and voltage controllers are shown in Figure 6.1, with the PI controllers defined by

KP (s) = KpPC + KiPC
s and KU (s) = KpUC + KiUC

s for the active power and AC

voltage controller respectively. The integral gain of the power controller is defined

by KiPC , which is defined by the proportional gain, and the time constant of the

controller, τ ; one of the parameters varied in the study case in Section 6.4. The

outer loop of power and AC voltage is defined by (6.23) to (6.26), where the state

variables are the error between reference and measured values, ∆xe = [∆eP ,∆eV ],

and input variables are the reference and measured power and AC voltage ∆uol =

[∆Pref ,∆Pmeas,∆Uref ,∆Umeas]. The measured PCC power and voltage can be

calculated from the equations shown in the next section in (6.50) to (6.51). In this

study, the DC voltage is not included as an input disturbance, and there is no DC
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voltage droop control to the outer loop, as typically this control is in either active

power control or DC Voltage, switching between the two [290], and in this study, the

small signal response is assessed with active power outer loop.

∆Aol = zero(2x2) (6.23)

∆Bol =

1 −1 0 0

0 0 1 −1

 (6.24)

∆Col =

KiPC 0

0 KiUC

 (6.25)

∆Dol =

KpPC −KpPC 0 0

0 0 KpUC −KpUC

 (6.26)

6.3.3 Model Two: Model Order Reduction

The reduced order model uses multiple SISO transfer functions, derived from [282] [284],

to provide an input-output relation between power and voltage references and measured

values. Reference [282] justifies this as a sufficiently accurate yet simplified model for

eigenvalue analysis, however this only is stated for lower SCRs, and needs to be assessed

across further parameters. The following section presents an overview of the derivation

of the MIMO transfer function, however, the reader is directed to [282] and [284] for

full model descriptions.

The plant equations of the VSC, PCC and grid voltage are defined by, (6.27) and (6.30).

This is similar to the system equations in Section (6.3.2), however the filter capacitance

is not considered. The grid inductance and resistance are indicated by Lg and Rg, and

the combined grid and converter impedance by Leq and Req.

∆ud − ∆ed = (sLg + Rg)∆icd − ωLg∆icq (6.27)

∆uq − ∆eq = (sLg + Rg)∆icq + ωLg∆icd (6.28)
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∆vd − ∆ud = (sLeq + Req)∆icd − ωLeq∆icq (6.29)

∆vq − ∆uq = (sLeq + Req)∆icq + ωLeq∆icd (6.30)

If the initial angle difference is assumed to be 0, the PLL angle can be represented as

(6.31). This transfer function is referred to as GPLL.

∆θ

∆Uq
=

KpPLLs + KiPLL

s2 + Ud0s + Ud0
(6.31)

If (6.28) is substituted into the linearised PLL equation given in (6.31), it can be

expanded, resulting in the grid angle being represented by (6.32). Note, the grid side

voltages, ∆egd and ∆egq, are neglected.

∆θPLL = GPLL((sLg + Rg)∆icq + ωLg∆icd) (6.32)

The grid voltages and currents are then transformed between the grid and converter

frame. In the full detail model, this is achieved using the linearised transforms in

(6.14) and (6.15). However, for this MOR, the transform is simplified to the equations

in (6.33) and (6.34), as the initial angle deviation is assumed to be negligible. For this

transform, a variable F is in the grid frame, and F c in the converter frame.

∆fd

∆fq

 =

1 0 −f c
q0

0 1 f c
d0




∆f c
d

∆f c
q

∆θ

 (6.33)

∆f c
d

∆f c
q

 =

1 0 fq0

0 1 −fd0




∆fd

∆fq

∆θ

 (6.34)

As the current control is assumed to be fast enough to follow the reference directly, the

transient is ignored, and the inner current loop controller is not included in the model

(resulting in the controller in (6.35), Gcl(s) = 1). These linearised reference currents
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are substituted into the equations for the inner current control loop, with the converter

frame denoted by c and the grid frame without any superscript.

∆vc∗cd = ∆ucd + Gcl(s)(∆icrefcd − ∆iccd − ωLc∆iccq) (6.35)

∆vc∗cq = ∆ucq + Gcl(s)(∆icrefcq − ∆iccq + ωLc∆iccd) (6.36)

The converter voltage equations, transformed currents, voltages, and linearised PLL

equations are substituted into the VSC-PCC equations of (6.29) and (6.30). The steps

of substitution of this stage are expanded upon in Appendix C.

After this substitution, the system can be represented in terms of current reference,

converter currents, and change in angle. The change in angle can be represented solely

in current terms, leading to the current reference to current output representation given

by (6.37). ∆icd

∆icq

 =

A B

C D

∆i∗cd

∆i∗cq

 (6.37)

In [284], the grid inductor dynamics are neglected, resulting in even more system

simplification. However, they can be included, as in [282], with the simplification

of the matrices to give an input current reference, to output measured current, which

is detailed in [282], shown in (6.37). The relation between the measure power and PCC

voltage, to input dq current references is defined in (6.38).

∆P

∆u

 =

m n

p q

A B

C D

∆i∗cd

∆i∗cq

 (6.38)

Where the matrix entries A, B, C, and D are transfer functions defined as

A =
1

1 + GPLLXgIcq0
(6.39)

B = 0 (6.40)
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C =
GPLLXgIcd0

1 + GPLLXgIcq0
(6.41)

D = 1 (6.42)

and m, n, p and q defined by

m = 1.5[ed0 + icq0Xg + icd0Rg], p = 0

n = 1.5[−icd0Xg + icq0Rg], q = −Xg

In the matrix defined by m, n, p and q, the q-axis aligned voltage is simplified to

zero, and the d -axis voltage is equivalent to −XgIcq (as the q-axis current through an

inductor is d -axis aligned). A further simplification, is the infinite bus voltage, eq, is

assumed to be negligible, as is the grid resistance. The full MIMO system of input

Power and Voltage reference to ∆P and ∆u is given by (6.43). Measured active power

and PCC voltage are shown in (6.48) and (6.49).

∆P

∆u

 =

 GPC0
1+GPC0

Y
1+X

1+GAC0
M

1+N

1+GAC0
GAC0

1+GAC0

∆P ∗

∆u∗

 (6.43)

where the intermediate variables X, Y, M, N, GPC0 and GPC0 are defined by

X = Kp(s)(mA + nC), Y = KU (s)(mB + nD) (6.44)

M = Kp(s)(pA + qC), N = KU (s)(pB + qD) (6.45)

GPC0 = X − YM

(1 + N)
(6.46)

GAC0 = N − YM

(1 + X)
(6.47)

The magnitude of the PCC Power and Voltage can be calculated with (6.48) and (6.49).

Pmeas =
3

2
(udicd + uqicq) (6.48)

U =
√

u2d + u2q (6.49)
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∆Pmeas =
3

2
(icq0∆ucq + icd0∆ucd + uq0∆icq + ud0∆icd) (6.50)

∆U =
uq0∆uq√
u2d0 + u2q0

+
ud0∆ud√
u2d0 + u2q0

(6.51)

6.3.4 Model 3: Phasor Simplified Small Signal Model

The simplest modelling approach does not model the system as a series of differential

non-linear equations but represents the grid algebraically [274]. Additionally in this

presented model, it is assumed that the current loop accurately tracks its references

and the grid voltage is shown as a static gain eg, as in [274] and [1]. The simplified

phasor model is shown below in Figure 6.2.

PIPref

Vse

Pmeas

PIVref

Vmeas

dq → xy Ipr = ix+iy Is = Ipr + 
Vs

jVpr

j�
E<0

Rn jXn

jXpr

ipr is

Figure 6.2: Simplified phasor model [1].

The angle from the PCC voltage phasor, The angle from the PCC voltage phasor, Vs,

is used to convert the dq currents to their cartesian x-y grid frame [274], [1], using

the linearised frame transformation, T. The output current from this transformation

is IPR = ix + jiy, and together with the current derived from Vs, across the parallel

converter inductance, XPR, the source current (Is = isx + jisy) can be calculated.

Is = IPR − j
Vs

XPR
(6.52)

Where the PCC voltage is derived by

Vs ̸ θ = E ̸ 0 + (ix + jiy)(Rn + jωLn) (6.53)
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The simple phasor model is then linearised to create the state space small signal

representation, giving the simplified phasor small signal model. Collecting the real

parts of the equation, these can be set equal to the cartesian x component of the

equation, and the imaginary parts of the equation are equal to the y component.

∆Vsx

∆Vsy

 =

 Rn −ωLn

ωLn Rn

∆ix

∆iy

 (6.54)

∆isx

∆isy

 =

1 + ωLn
XPR

Rn
XPR

−Rn
XPR

1 + ωLn
XPR

∆ix

∆iy

 (6.55)

The PCC voltage and power are calculated with the same method as the full SSM,

however using the x-y coordinates. Although the PI controllers or system dynamics

are not included up to this point in the simplified phasor model, several papers have

cited the use of outer loop controllers even in RMS or phasor modelling, such as in [1]

and [274] due to their slower speed. Therefore the outer power and voltage loops with

PI control are included in this model, with the same proportional and integral gains

as shown in Figure 6.1. The summary of the equations and simplifications used in the

three models can be viewed in Figure (6.3).

6.4 Case Study

The three modelling techniques were tested for their accuracy across varying parameters

and control gains to observe the limits of each model, using them to implement the

system in Figure 6.1. The base system parameters are defined in Table 6.2.

The varied range of parameters, the SCR, the X/R ratio, and the time constant of the

outer power controller, τ are presented in Table 6.3. These parameters, especially the

latter two, lack prior study of their effect on the validity of the reduced order models,

when trying to identify poorly damped modes, SSOs, or instability. The range of each

parameter, specified in Table 6.3, have been decided upon as the probable expected

range each parameter could be. Traditionally a high SCR is anything above 3, and
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ΔP ΔU
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Δu dq
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Δv dq
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Δv dq
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Eq (14)-(20)

Transform Δi cdq

Figure 6.3: Summary of small signal representation of equations and assumptions used
in each model.

anything below 2 as low [269]. Therefore a suitable encapsulating range of SCR = 0.4

to 5 has been investigated. The range of X/R selected was to test across a full range of

possible lower values in distribution and transmission grids, with low values of 1 [291],

and high values of up to 20. The outer loop time constant is varied between extremes

of 1ms and 500 ms.

The eigenvalues of each model are assessed at each parameter condition to compare how

each model represents sub synchronous modes and system instability. The eigenvalues

are checked to see if the under-damped oscillatory modes present in system (as shown

by the full detail SSM), are identified in the lower detail models.

6.4.1 Results

The validation of the power responses is shown in Figure 6.4a and Figure 6.4b. The

models are compared to the step response (0.01 pu active power) of an EMT time

domain model of the same system. The accuracy of the full detail SSM is validated

for both sets of parameter conditions in Figure 6.4a and Figure 6.4b. The MOR and
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Table 6.2: System parameters

Parameter Value

Base Power 350 MW

Nominal AC L-L RMS Voltage 230 kV

Grid Resistance, Rn 0.1 pu / SCR

Grid Inductance, Ln 1 pu / SCR

Converter Resistance, Rc 0.01 pu

Converter Inductance, Lc 0.08 pu

Current Loop Time Constant 20 ms

KpPLL [204] 0.002

KiPLL 0.0045

KpUC 0.001

KiUC 0.5

KpPC 1.0722 × 10−6

KiPC
KpPC

τ

Table 6.3: Parametric range tested

Parameter Lower Limit Upper Limit

Short Circuit Ratio, SCR 0.4 5
X/R 1 20
Time Constant, τ 1 ms 500 ms

simplified phasor maintain good accuracy in Figure 6.4a, with SCR = 1, τ = 50ms, and

X/R = 10. However, in Figure 6.4b, with an increase in SCR = 4, and reduced time

constant to τ = 25ms, the response of the MOR and simplified phasor model are much

less accurate in transient response. The source of the change in accuracy between

Figure 6.4a and Figure 6.4b, is difficult to discern for the wide range of potentially

significant parameters. Considering this, and the lack of information regarding mode

damping and instability available from the time-domain response, a more thorough

approach is required to clarify the impact of system condition on model accuracy.

Therefore, a comprehensive technique is required to give an overview of the effect of

varying parameters on model accuracy.
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Figure 6.4: Selected power responses of 0.01 pu disturbance. a) SCR = 1, X/R = 10,
τ = 50 ms. b) SCR = 4, X/R = 10, τ = 25 ms.

Eigenvalue Parametric Sweeps

The following section provides examples of plots of the eigenvalues of the three small

signal models, across a series of parametric sweeps, comparing the dynamic detail each

model represents. Instability is indicated by poles in the right hand plane, and the

poorly damped modes with damping (6.4) of lower than 0.2. These eigenvalues that

have a low damping factor, are highlighted in blue circles. In Figure 6.5 to Figure

6.6, the full detail SSM is represented by the “x”, the MOR by the triangle, and the

simplified phasor model by the square. The colour of each key in the legend indicates

the first value of the parametric sweep (for example, in the case of Figure 6.5a, an SCR

= 0.5), and changes as the variable (SCR) is increased (to 6). The arrows on the figure

represent the direction of the increasing variable.

Figure 6.5a shows an example of eigenvalues of the system for each model, at 0.1 pu

active power with τ = 0.04 s, X/R = 20, and iterating across SCR = 0.5 to 6. The

modes of concern are highlighted with blue circles, indicating eigenvalue damping (ζ)

is below 0.2. They can be seen at −50s−1 to −100s−1 in the full detail SSM, but

they are not represented in the MOR, or simplified phasor. There are several of these

modes that are above 314 rad/s (50 Hz), however there is a sub-synchronous mode

that is only shown in the full detail, seen at −50s−1 damping. This is important to
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note, as the MOR and simplified phasor model are expected to not include all the

higher frequency dynamics, however this is a clear case of even sub-synchronous modes

not being represented in the lower detail models. There are sub-synchronous modes

close to 300 rad/s shown in Figure 6.5a, from −350s−1 to −150s−1, that are present in

both the MOR and full detail, however they are very well damped and would quickly

dissipate. As expected, the simplified phasor model does not include much oscillatory

modal detail, across the sweeps, which can be observed in the pole plot. Figure 6.6,

shows further examples of “modes of concern” only represented in the full detail model,

highlighted by the blue circles.

In Figure 6.5b, the power operating point is increased to 0.7 pu, with the same SCR

range, and X/R ratio as in Figure 6.5a, but τ of 0.001 s. At this operating point, the

MOR contains modes of concern at around 300 rad/s, but it cannot show any higher

frequency modes that are seen in the full detail model.

An example of the conditions where the full detail, and simplified phasor show

instability, but the MOR does not can be seen in Figure 6.6, with system modes

observed across increasing τ . The simplified phasor model and full detail show a very

unstable mode for the τ of 1 ms, which is not accurately represented in the MOR.

In this sweep, there are other unstable modes that the MOR does not reflect yet the

simplified phasor does, and also modes of concern that only the full detail SSM includes.

Although the specific modes in the full detail and simplified phasor model indicating

instability are not of the same damping or frequency.

Considering the examples given in Figures 6.5 to 6.6, it is evident that there are

conditions in which the MOR and simplified model do not represent sufficient detail of

the modes of concern and instability. Therefore, a complete insight needs to be given

to show under which parameters these happen. The next section presents an overview

of the SCR, X/R ratio, and time constant and their effect on the models’ abilities to

represent oscillatory modes, and instability.
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SCR 0.5 - 6

(a) 0.1 pu Power, τ = 0.04 s, X/R = 20

SCR 0.5 - 6

(b) 0.7 pu Power, τ = 1 ms, X/R = 20

Figure 6.5: Eigenvalue plots for varying SCR = 0.5 - 6
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= 1 ms - 40 ms�

Figure 6.6: Eigenvalues for varying τ , 0.7 pu active power, τ = 1 ms to 40 ms, SCR =
0.7, X/R = 10.

(a) Modes of concern represented in full detail
SSM not in MOR 0.1 pu Power

(b) Modes of concern represented in full detail
Model not in Phasor 0.1 pu Power

Figure 6.7: Parameter conditions at which the full detail model has oscillatory sub-
synchronous modes, but are not identified by a) the MOR. b) the simplified phasor.
0.1 pu active power operating point.
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Parameter Overview

For the three models, the SCR, X/R ratio and τ were varied across the range given in

Table 6.3. At each parameter condition, the full detail model was checked for modes

showing instability, and poorly damped sub-synchronous modes, with the identification

process described in Section 6.2.2. The figures in this section show the parameter

conditions where the MOR or simplified phasor do not contain the modal detail that

the full detail model does. Each point is the X/R, SCR and τ value that indicates the

condition where the lower detail models fail to capture modal detail. In each figure the

green shaded areas show the full range of parameters that were swept through, and the

pink shaded area shows the bounded area of parameters which don’t show the modal

detail in the lower detailed models.

Figure 6.7a shows the parameters where there are modes of concern represented in the

full detail model that were not present in the MOR, at 0.1 pu active power. The MOR

is capable of representing them across slower time constants, in general, above 0.3 s.

However, between 0.2 s to 0.3 s, and increasingly below 0.2 s, the MOR is not capable

of accurate mode representation with X/R = 6 to 14, and SCR = 0.5 to 1.5. The

modes of concern represented by the full detail model, and not the simplified phasor,

are shown in Figure 6.7b, at 0.1 per unit active power. At this operating point, the

simplified phasor model does not represent any of the modes of concern, across the

full range of X/R ratio, SCR and time constant, and so is not suitable for identifying

possible poorly damped modes. However, the MOR is capable or representation of

some sub-synchronous poorly damped modes, but only above an outer power loop time

constant of 0.3 s.

If the operating point is now increased to 0.7 pu active power, looking at Figure 6.8a,

the MOR fails to represent modes of concern across a larger parameter range than at

0.1 pu active power. In Figure 6.7a, the MOR highlighted modes of concern for time

constants greater than 0.3 s, and recognised more for 0.2 s - 0.3 s compared to the

simplified phasor model. However, in Figure 6.8a, across the full range of τ there are

cases where the MOR fails to recognise the modes of concern. This is more prevalent
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(a) Not identified by MOR (b) Not identified by simplified phasor

Figure 6.8: Parameter conditions at which the full detail model has oscillatory sub-
synchronous modes, but are not identified by a) the MOR. b) the simplified phasor.
0.7 pu active power operating point.

for fast τ (below 0.1 s), SCR = 0.5 to 2, and X/R = 4 to 20. At this higher active

power operating point, the MOR does not recognise modes of concern at very slow

time constants, up to τ = 0.4s, between X/R = 5 to 17, and SCR = 0.5 to 1.5. This

is significant as τ > 0.1s is a typical tuning value, about 10 times slower than the

inner current controller, [224], and therefore the MOR is expected at typical tunings

to accurately identify poorly damped sub-synchronous modes. Figure 6.8a shows that

this cannot be assumed.

Figure 6.8b shows the conditions where the simplified phasor, fails to represent the

poorly damped sub-synchronous modes. As with Figure 6.7b, the points plotted entirely

coincide with all of the conditions where the full detail model has modes of concern.

That is to say, the phasor model has been incapable of recognising the modes of concern

in any of these conditions, even the cases in the sub-synchronous range.

The modelling methods were then compared for accurate representation of system

instability. The full detail SSM highlights the conditions under which the system would

be unstable, and the MOR and simplified model are compared to it for recognising

instability, by identifying modes in the right hand plane. The full range of parameters

identified in Table 6.3 were tested, however only SCR < 2 is shown in the following

139



Chapter 6. Assessing the Capability and Limitations of Small Signal Simplified Grid
Following Models for the Identification of Sub-Synchronous Oscillations

(a) Not identified by MOR (b) Not identified by simplified phasor

Figure 6.9: Parameter conditions the full detail model indicates instability, that are not
recognised in a) the MOR. b) the simplified phasor. Operating point of 0.1 pu active
power power.

figures as there were no instances of instability above this. Figure 6.9a and 6.9b show

that for the lower power operating point of 0.1 pu, the MOR and the simplified phasor

have very similar conditions for which they don’t represent instability when the full

detail model does. Therefore, it could be concluded that at 0.1 pu active power

operating point, for stability indication, there is no benefit to using the MOR over

the simplified phasor model at these parametric conditions. However, some caveats to

this conclusion arise when considering Figures 6.10d and 6.10e.

However, if the power operating point is increased to 0.7 pu, the modelling methods

differ in their ability to represent instability across the parametric range. From Figure

6.10a and Figure 6.10b, the figures show when the simplified phasor and then MOR do

not show instability that is represented by the full detail SSM. The MOR and simplified

phasor have similar capabilities to each other across the parameters, however there is

some variance. Across the full range of τ , at SCR = 0.4 to 2 and X/R = 6 to 20, the

models are frequently inaccurate. At lower X/R ratios (5 to 8), and lower SCR (0.5

to 1), the simplified phasor model is more accurate than the MOR. Figure 6.10c and

6.10d show when the MOR recognises instability but the simplified phasor does not,

and vice versa. The simplified phasor model appears to identify when the system will
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be unstable in more situations compared to the MOR method. However the caveats to

this are discussed in the next paragraph.

Figure 6.10e shows conditions when the simplified phasor model indicates instability,

but the full detail model does not. The full detail model obviously is more accurate

than the simplified phasor model (which can be seen in the validation Figure 6.4), and

so these parameters show conditions where the simplified phasor model is inaccurate,

showing a false positive. This leads to the conclusion also that the simplified phasor

model recognising more instability in Figure 6.10c and 6.10d compared to the MOR is

not a sign of greater accuracy, but the indication of false positives.

Therefore, it can be concluded that the MOR method can represent when the

system has poorly damped modes that could cause unwanted interactions, much more

effectively that the simplified phasor model. The simplified phasor can be slightly more

suitable for identifying areas of instability at the lower SCR ranges, however this model

is more inclined to producing false positives highlighting instability. Ultimately, the

full detail SSM is advised for anything below SCR = 2, especially at lower τ and X/R

15 to 20.

6.5 Summary and Model Suggestions

In this chapter three small signal modelling methods were reviewed for their accuracy

compared to the non-linear time domain model and their ability to predict poorly

damped oscillatory modes, and unstable operating regions. A series of parametric

sweeps were performed across SCR, X/R ratio, and outer power loop time constant,

identifying the conditions where only the full detail SSM is capable of accurately

representing modes of concern and instability.

The MOR and simplified phasor models both fail to predict instability in low SCR cases,

therefore the full detail SSM is required to describe instability in these conditions. If

the grid is known to be strong, since the MOR is not more accurate than the simplified

phasor, then the latter should be used.
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(a) Instability in full detail SSM not recognised
in Phasor

(b) Instability in full detail not recognised in
MOR

(c) Instability in MOR not recognised in Phasor

(d) Instability in Phasor not recognised in
MOR

(e) Instability in simplified phasor not
recognised in full detail SSM

Figure 6.10: Parameter conditions the full detail model indicates instability, that are
not recognised in a) the MOR. b) the simplified phasor. Operating Point of 0.7 pu
active power power.
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At 0.1 pu active power, the simplified phasor model, across the full range of parameters,

had very low accuracy in identifying modes of concern. However, with τ > 0.3 s,

the MOR should be suitable to highlight enough oscillatory mode detail. With low

SCR (< 2) and faster time constants, τ < 0.3, the full detail model should be used.

Increasing the active power to 0.7 pu results in the MOR losing some capability of

identifying modes of concern even with slower time power loop time constants up to

τ = 0.4 s. This indicates that even with “typical tuning”, at weaker grid conditions of

low SCR, the MOR is not viable for model usage, likely due simplification of the inner

current controller, and the full detail model should be used.

It is expected that lower detail models will have limitations and will not represent high

frequency oscillations. However, it is expected that they will be accurate in indicating

instability, and lower frequency oscillatory modes. This study highlights the parameter

conditions where the lower detail models fail to capture this detail, and the full detail

model should be used in these situations.
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Chapter 7

Effect of Grid Forming and Grid

Following control on Firewall

Capability of MMC-HVDC

Systems

7.1 Overview

HVDC-VSC/MMC systems have been stated to have an inherent “firewall” capability,

which is conventionally described as the prevention of unwanted oscillations between

interconnected AC systems, due to the controllability on either side of the link.

Typically the control of the converters has been with grid following (GFL) control,

however grid forming (GFM) control has become increasingly popular for grid support

and these control methods could affect the inherent firewall capability. This Chapter

uses electromagnetic transient and small signal models of a point-to-point HVDC-MMC

link to identify and verify the firewall capabilities of GFL and GFM controllers in a

range of control and grid conditions. Notably, MMC dynamics have been derived

and incorporated within these models, which are often neglected for HVDC studies.

Critical state dependencies are identified using eigenvalues and participation factors,
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which informs parametric selection and worst case scenarios. Although most tunings

and conditions do not result in problematic propagation, the GFM was identified to

amplify oscillations more than the GFL, highlighting a downside of the grid-supporting

outlook, particularly at higher damping and higher droop constants. The conditions

under which there exists risk of oscillation propagation between AC grids is highlighted

using a novel firewall quantification metric.

7.2 Introduction

Transmission and distribution grids are seeing drastic changes in generation, load sites,

stability and reliability of supply. Many sites of renewable generation are located far

from demand centres, and so the use of HVDC technology has seen a distinct rise in

the last 20 years [292], as well as converter-interfaced generation (CIG).

Early HVDC technology was enabled by Line commutated-converter (LCC) connection,

but since the 1970s there have been several updates to converter technology, resulting

in Voltage Source Converters (VSC)-HVDC and now, modular multilevel converters

(MMC)-HVDC [293]. HVDC has been stated to have an inherent “firewall capability”

due to the enhanced controllability of the converters [294] enabling good control

of power flow and DC voltage [268]. This has been shown to prevent fault and

oscillation propagation from one AC grid to another, producing the “firewall”. VSC-

HVDC systems offer this capability, as can MMCs, provided the energy balancing

control of the sub-module capacitors does not prevent a voltage ripple. The industry

is moving towards MMC based systems, which allow for higher voltage step ups,

reduced harmonic distortions, and better controllability, with improved scalability and

modularity [295,296]. However, there are limitations with MMCs, as internal circulating

currents and sub-module capacitor voltages need to be controlled to reduce their 100

Hz harmonic content [297]. Therefore, accurate modelling of these variables and their

harmonic content is required.

VSC-HVDC and MMC-HVDC systems have typically employed grid-following (GFL)

control strategies, which lack the inherent capabilities of self-synchronization and
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voltage support that synchronous generators (SGs) naturally provide [185]. Grid

forming (GFM) controllers have been proposed to combat some of these issues, by

setting their own frequency, being capable of self-synchronisation [298], acting as a

controlled voltage source with a low series impedance, and in some topologies providing

inertia [185]. The goal of the GFM converter is to support the AC grid it is interfacing

and typically provide more supporting ancillary services compared to GFL converters.

Depending on the magnitude and speed of the support, the HVDC firewall capability

could be degraded.

There has been research into the limits of firewall capability, however not to the full

extent required. Further investigations are needed into MMC-HVDC systems with

GFM control, accurate modelling of the HVDC link, and MMC dynamics. For example,

much of the literature focuses on the use of grid following, as in [299], or basic grid-

forming capabilities, such as solely P-f droop control in [300], which also only models one

converter, similar to [301]. [302] provides an extensive model overview of MMC-HVDC

transmission systems, however they model the MMCs as connected to an ideal DC

voltage source. Reference [303] presents a detailed GFM-MMC system, and focuses

on the stability of the directly connected AC grid, however, it does not assess the

impact of the GFM on the propagation of oscillations to the AC grid on the other side

of the HVDC link, and only the virtual inertia and damping coefficient are varied in

the parametric sweeps. In [231], a detailed analysis is provided of energy-based control

structures in grid-forming converters connected through an MMC-HVDC link to a GFL

converter. However, they do not vary the parameters of the system. Sufficiently detailed

point-to-point MMC-HVDC models with accurate DC links and MMC dynamics have

not been evaluated in the literature to conclude what parameter conditions result in

the controllers significantly affecting the firewall capability of the system.

This chapter assesses the research gap, by showing the impact of a virtual synchronous

machine (VSM) [232] GFM controller on the firewall capability of a point to point

(P2P) MMC-HVDC link. Two small signal systems are compared, the first with a

GFM-MMC connected to one grid and a GFL-MMC connected to the second grid
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(referred to as the GFM/GFL), and a system with both converters in GFL control

(GFL/GFL). They are assessed across various parametric sweeps for the propagation

of oscillations from one AC grid, through the HVDC link, to the next. The key control

parameters investigated for their impact on firewall capability are the GFM inertia

and damping, and DC voltage droop control (on GFL side). The effect of SCR on

converter stability has been extensively researched; however, the combination of these

parameters with varying SCRs needs to be investigated. The small-signal models will

give information on the participation of the system states and their influence on modes

that are poorly damped, and of frequencies of concern, such as MMC zero and second

harmonic components. From this, the system bode plots with the states of interest can

be analysed to find what parameters result in significant oscillation propagation.

The key contributions of this Chapter are, a detailed small signal model (SSM) and

large signal model of MMC-HVDC (P2P) system with grid following and grid forming

control. Analysis of harmonic content with sufficiently accurate detail at a small signal,

and large signal level. A method for identification of oscillatory modes that pose a

risk of propagation, as well as a methodology of screening for significant oscillation

propagation and participating system states. Also, a firewall quantification metric to

identify the conditions that could cause oscillation propagation, and a comprehensive

overview of the effect of changing system and control parameters on firewall capability

of the HVDC system.

7.3 System Under Study

The modelled system is a mono-pole P2P MMC-HVDC system. Two controller systems

are implemented: one configuration with GFL controllers on both converters, (referred

to as the GFL/GFL), and one with GFM control on terminal 1, and GFL on terminal 2

(GFM/GFL). This is shown in Figure 7.1, showing the equivalent model of the HVDC

link, with the two control system tests. Both systems utilise the second GFL to maintain

DC voltage control, as there can be difficulties of DC voltage control with inertia

emulation on the same controller [304], [305]. Additionally, both control systems utilise
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Table 7.1: System Base Parameters

Vnom Nominal L-L RMS Voltage Gridjj = Gridkk 360 kV

Sbase Nominal Power 1000 MW

Zb1 Base Impedance V 2
n /(Sbase1)

RT Transformer Resistance 1.3 Ω

LT Transformer Inductance 0.033 Ω

Rcr1 Converter Resistance Rm
2 + RT

Lcr1 Converter Inductance Lm
2 + LT

Rnr1 Grid Resistance 0.1Zb1
SCR

Lnr1 Grid Inductance Zbase1
2πωSCR

Rm Arm Resistance 0.08 Ω

Lm Arm Inductance 0.084 mH

Cm MMC Sub-Module Capacitance 31.42µC

LDC DC Link Inductance 1.5 mH

LLink DC Reactor 1.5 mH

circulating current suppression, and not energy balancing control, to not restrict the

voltage ripple in the sub-module capacitance. Table 7.1 gives an overview of system

parameters, with Section 7.5 detailing system modelling. The representation of one

grid-connected MMC topology is shown in Figure 7.2.

2Rarm/3
2Larm/3

eDCj
idcj

2Rarm/3

eDCk

DC Link
idck

2Larm/3

evj

Rarm/2Larm/2Zgridj

Gridjj
evk

Rarm/2
Larm/2

Zgridk

Gridkk

Control MMC 1
System 1: GFL
System 2: GFM 

(VSM)

Control MMC 2
GFL Control

DC Voltage Droop

Uabcj
Uabck

MMC Equivalent
AC Sidejj              DC Sidejj

MMC Equivalent
DC Sidekk             AC Sidekk

VjDC VkDC

ZTj ZTk

Vcabcj Vcabck

icabckicabcjKVTj:1 1:KVTk

Figure 7.1: AC gridjj to AC gridkk through HVDC-MMC link.

The equivalent model of the point-to-point system is shown in Figure 7.1, and the

full detail of one grid-connected MMC topology can be observed in Figure 7.2. The

grid side resistance and inductance, Rnr1 and Lnr1, vary depending on the SCR, the

MMC arm impedance is Rm and Lm, and average sub-module capacitance is Cm. The

mathematical representation of the MMC is fully described in Section 7.5, and then
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linearised to make the small signal model.

7.4 Methodology

The goal of this research is to highlight parameter conditions where the implementation

of converter control (GFL and GFM) inhibits the firewall effect of MMC-HVDC

systems, as well as presenting a comprehensive method of assessing when the firewall

effect is limited. The methodology is presented in this section.

7.4.1 Small Signal Model Development

Full detail EMT models are built to verify time-domain behaviour of the systems,

while a small signal model of the system is derived to enable the use of classic control

methods [21]. To obtain the SSM, the non-linear equations for the full system, shown

in Figure 7.1, are represented in the rotating reference frame and linearised around

their operating point. The linearised state space representation is expressed by

d∆x

dt
= A∆x + B∆u (7.1)

∆y = C∆x + D∆u (7.2)

Where the state, input and output variables are ∆x, ∆u, and ∆y, and A, B, C and D

are the state, input, output, and feed-through matrices [21].

7.4.2 Identifying Problem Modes and Participating States

For the two tested systems (GFM/GFL and GFL/GFL), the eigenvalues of the small

signal model will be analysed to highlight poorly damped modes in the systems across

a range of parameters. The parameters varied in this study are: SCR of both AC grids,

GFM inertia (H), GFM damping (D), DC voltage droop, and grid SCRs. The SCR is

varied from 1 to 6, (weak grid, SCR < 2, to strong grid, SCR > 2) [269]. VSM inertia

is varied, from low values, 0 s< H < 1 s [306], to large H = 10 s [307], [308]. Damping

is tested from very low values of below 10 pu [309], up to 104 pu [310].
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Vdc
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Figure 7.2: Single MMC topology connected to AC grid.

The eigenvalues of the system are defined by (7.3), and the damping of each eigenvalue,

ζ, is derived using (7.4). In this study, a value of ζ < 0.1 damping ratio has been selected

as the limit of a poorly damped mode, as a value outside of this range, in the literature,

has been stated to be poorly damped [21], [226].

λi = ai + jbi (7.3)

ζ =
ai√

a2i + b2i

(7.4)

The states that participate in these modes are identified using participation factors,

shown in equation (7.5). The derivation is described in Appendix D, but in brief, they

are quantification of the amount each state participates in an identified mode. If λi

is the ith eigenvalue in the system, then pki is the participation factor of the kth state

variable of the A matrix in the mode being analysed. pki is calculated with wki and

vki, which are the kth entries in the left and right eigenvector of the ith eigenvalue [311].
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This is to reduce the number of states to be reviewed in the bode plots (described in

the next subsection). The most relevant states from gridjj (input) to gridkk (output)

are selected to create the bode plots.

pki =
|vki||wki|∑n
k=1|vki||wki|

(7.5)

7.4.3 Bode Plot Input-Output Selections

Once the participating states of the problem modes have been identified, this

information can be used to obtain relevant state input-output (I/O) bode responses, to

analyse the amplification of oscillations. In this study, the input disturbances will be

injected on gridjj , and the output will be observed on gridkk. The selected responses are

reviewed across the full parametric range, and from the bode plots it will be identified

at what parameters the grid following only system is more effective as a “firewall”, and

when the system with the GFM negatively impacts this, and vice versa.

7.4.4 Heat-maps for Screening of Propagation Risk Conditions

To give an overall screening method to quickly establish the parameters that might

mitigate firewall response, heat-maps of the peak magnitude of the bode plots, across

the parametric sweeps will be created. This gives a comprehensive overview of the

effect of parameters on oscillation propagation. The heat-maps can act as a screening

method, then the bode plots can be assessed in more detail for the frequencies of

poorly damped oscillations and to visualise the trends. In this paper, the heat-maps

are presented after the bode plot analysis to give a comprehensive overview of the effect

of system parameters and tunings on magnitude propagation.

7.4.5 Firewall Quantification Metric

For different I/O variable types, the threshold for a magnitude response that amplifies

an oscillation is not intuitive from a bode plot, in decibels. Therefore, to express the

passing of oscillations between different I/O signal combinations, a firewall metric is

defined. The calculated gain response is normalised by the per unit input and output

151



Chapter 7. Effect of Grid Forming and Grid Following control on Firewall Capability
of MMC-HVDC Systems

variables. For example, for an input variable type X disturbance to an output variable

type Y , the normalised gain, Gnom, is expressed as the product of the gain of the bode

G (in ratio not dB), with the ratio of the nominal input and output (7.6).

Gnom = G
Xnominal

Ynominal
(7.6)

It is expected that there will be power transfer from one grid to the other, however, with

this representation, any Gnom greater than 1 pu is amplifying the response, indicating

firewall capability is being greatly inhibited. Ultimately, effective firewall behaviour

would be indicated by a Gnom = 0, for zero oscillation transfer. Therefore, even

though a normalised Gnom less than one (but greater than zero) would represent a

small normalised oscillation transfer, it could still represent an undesirable passing of

oscillations from one system to another. For representation in the heat-maps, the peak

magnitude presented will be in this per unit normalised gain, to better understand the

propagation of the oscillation.

7.5 Small Signal Model

The full system can be seen in Figure 7.1, (with the DC link shown in Figure 7.3. The

sub-sections are explained in this section, and the system equations are transformed into

the synchronous reference frame. Throughout this paper, the grid frame is represented

by xy, and the converter frame as dq, with θ being the angle difference between these

two frames [299], transformed by:

d + jq = (x + jy)e−jθ (7.7)

x + jy = (d + jq)ejθ (7.8)

AC Grid Equations

The AC side of the system from Figure 7.2 can be represented in state space form,

with the state variables and input variables defined by ∆xgrid and ∆ugrid. The grid
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state matrices are Agrid, Bgrid, Cgrid and Dgrid, with output variables ∆ygrid defined

by (7.11).

∆xgrid = [∆igcx,∆igcy,∆Ucx,∆Ucy,∆inx,∆iny]T (7.9)

∆ugrid = [∆Vcx,∆Vcy,∆Ecx,∆Ecy]T (7.10)

∆ygrid = [∆igcx,∆igcy,∆ucx,∆ucy]T (7.11)

Agrid =



−Rcr1
Lcr1

ω −1
Lcr1

0 0 0

−ω −Rcr1
Lcr1

0 −1
Lcr1

0 0

1
Cf

0 0 ω −1
Cf

0

0 1
Cf

−ω 0 0 −1
Cf

0 0 1
Lnr1

0 −Rcr1
Lcr1

ω

0 0 0 1
Lnr1

−ω −Rcr1
Lcr1


(7.12)

Bgrid =


1

Lcr1
0 0 0

0 1
Lcr1

0 0

0 0 −1
Lnr1

0

0 0 0 −1
Lnr1

 (7.13)

Cgrid =


1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1

 (7.14)

Dgrid = zero(4x4) (7.15)

MMC Dynamics

For each system the AC grid to MMC connection is modelled as shown in Figure 7.2.

The current through the AC side can be defined by igc, which flows through grid side

resistance and inductance, Rnr1 and Lnr1, transformer with turns ratio KT , and through

the converter side impedance, Rcr1 and Lcr1. The upper and lower arm currents are

defined by iuacb and ilabc respectively. The voltage across the combined submodules
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can be defined by

Vcuabc = MuabcV
∑
cuabc (7.16)

where Vcuabc is the output arm voltage, Mabc is the modulation index and V
∑
cuabc is the

sum of the capacitor voltages across the sub-modules. From Figure 7.2, the equations

for circulating currents, voltage across the MMC submodules, and grid currents and

voltages can be derived.

Vgabc +
Lmdiuabc

dt
+ Rmiuabc + Vuabc =

Vdc

2
(7.17)

Vgabc −
Lmdilabc

dt
−Rmilabc + Vlabc =

−Vdc

2
(7.18)

Cm
dV

∑
cuabc

dt
= muabciuabc (7.19)

Cm
dV

∑
clabc

dt
= mlabcilabc (7.20)

where the upper and lower arm currents can be combined to define the circulating

current, idiff , and the the grid current, igc from

idiffabc =
iuabc + ilabc

2
(7.21)

igcabc =
iuabc − ilabc

2
(7.22)

From equations 7.17 to 7.20, and considering equations 7.21 and 7.22, the circulating

and grid currents can be expressed in state space representation

digcabc
dt

= −Rm

Lm
igcabc −

muabcv
∑
cuabc

2Lm
+

mlabcv
∑
clabc

2Lm
+

2Vn

Lm
− 2Vgabc

Lm
KT (7.23)

didiffabc
dt

= −Rm

Lm
idiff −

muabcv
∑
cuabc

2Lm
−

mlabcv
∑
clabc

2Lm
+

Vdc

2Lm
(7.24)

and the voltage across sub-modules can be expressed as

dV
∑
cuabc

t
=

muabc

Cm
idiff +

muabc

2Cm
igcabc (7.25)
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dV
∑
clabc

t
=

mlabc

Cm
idiff − mlabc

2Cm
igcabc (7.26)

where the positive and negative modulation indices are defined by the outputs of the

inner control loops. For each phase, the mu and ml are defined by (7.27). The 2ωt term

is introduced to represent the 2nd order harmonic dq term, required to represent the

dynamic detail of the circulating currents and sub-module voltages in the MMC [312].

mu =
1

2
(1 −Mcos(ωt) −M2cos(2ωt)) (7.27)

ml =
1

2
(1 + Mcos(ωt) −M2cos(2ωt)) (7.28)

where M and M2 are the outputs from the inner and circulating current control loops.

A generic oscillating signal, X(t), can be represented in terms of its zero, fundamental,

and 2nd harmonic components as in equation (7.29).

X(t) = X0 + XXcos(ωt) + XY sin(ωt) + XX2cos(2ωt) + XY 2cos(2ωt) (7.29)

If the modulation index signals from (7.27) and (7.28) are considered in their xy

components, as

ma = Mcos(ωt) = Mxcos(ωt) −Mysin(ωt) (7.30)

m2a = M2cos(2ωt) = Mx2cos(ωt) −M2ysin(ωt) (7.31)

the applied modulation to the upper and lower arms can be represented in the xy frame,

for zero component, fundamental frequency and 100 Hz component. This is achieved by

equating the expanded xy terms in (7.27) and (7.28) to the expanded signal in (7.29).

mu = (
1

2
)0 +(

−Mx

2
)xcos(ωt)+(

My

2
)ysin(ωt)+(

−Mx2

2
)x2cos(2ωt)+(

My2

2
)y2sin(2ωt) (7.32)

ml = (
1

2
)0 + (

Mx

2
)xcos(ωt) + (

−My

2
)ysin(ωt) + (

−Mx2

2
)x2cos(2ωt) + (

My2

2
)y2sin(2ωt) (7.33)

If equations 7.25 and 7.26 (the upper and lower voltages) are expanded for their

fundamental components, then the the representation in the xy frame is shown as
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such.

Vclx =
1

ωC
(
My

2
Idiff0 −

My

4
Idiffx2 +

Mx

4
Idiffy2 −

igy
4

) (7.34)

Vcly =
1

ωC
(
−Mx

2
Idiff0 −

Mx

4
Idiffx2 −

My

4
Idiffy2 −

igx
4

) (7.35)

Vcux =
1

ωC
(
−My

2
Idiff0 +

My

4
Idiffx2 −

Mx

4
Idiffy2 +

igy
4

) (7.36)

Vcuy =
−1

ωC
(
−Mx

2
Idiff0 −

Mx

4
Idiffx2 −

My

4
Idiffy2 +

igx
4

) (7.37)

Comparing the upper and lower arm expanded equations, it can be concluded that they

are negative of each other.

Vcux = −Vclx (7.38)

Vcuy = −Vcly (7.39)

For the fundamental component of voltage, the zero component of the idiff equation

(7.24), is expanded, and the equivalence between upper and lower fundamental

component of the voltage can be defined by

V
∑
UC0 = V

∑
LC0 (7.40)

with the relation of the lower arm voltage components to the upper voltages, the

equations from (7.17 to 7.20) can be expanded and put in state space representation.

The state and input variables ∆x and ∆u are defined by

∆x = [∆idiffx2,∆idiffy2,∆idiff0,∆VCUx2,∆VCUy2,∆VCUx,∆VCUy,∆VCU0]
T (7.41)

∆u = [∆igx,∆igy,∆Mx,∆My,∆Mx2,∆My2,∆VDC ]T (7.42)
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with the state and input matrices, AMMC and BMMC , defined by (7.43) and (7.44).
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(7.43)


0 0

V
∑
UCx0
4Lm

−V
∑
UCy0

4Lm

V
∑
UC00

−2Lm
0 0

0 0
V

∑
UCy0

4Lm

V
∑
UCx0
4Lm

0
V

∑
UC00
4Lm

0

0 0
V

∑
UCx0
4Lm

V
∑
UCy0

4Lm

V
∑
UCx20
4Lm

V
∑
UCy20

4Lm

1
2Lm

 (7.44)

Converter Side Voltages

The equivalent converter side voltages can be defined by

−Vuabc + Vlabc

2
= Vcabc (7.45)

where Vcabc is the converter AC voltage. This is now represented in the rotating

reference frame

Vcx =
1

2
(mlV

ϵ
LC)d −

1

2
(muV

ϵ
UC)d (7.46)

Vcy =
1

2
(mlV

ϵ
LC)q −

1

2
(muV

ϵ
UC)q (7.47)

Vcx =
((2MxV

∑
UC0

4
+

(−2 + Mx2)(V
∑
UCx)

4
+

My2(V
∑
UCy)

4
+

MxV
∑
UCx2

4
+

MyV
∑
UCy2))

4

(7.48)
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Vcy =
(MyV

∑
UC0)

2
− (

2

4
+

Mx2

4
)(V

∑
UCy)

+(
My2

4
)(V
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UCx) − (V

∑
UCx2)(

My

4
) + (V

∑
UCy2)(

Mx

4
)

(7.49)

which are then linearised around the operating point and the small signal model can

be obtained, given in Appendix E.

The DC side converter voltage is defined by EDC which is the same of the three positive

and negative arm phase voltages,

EDC =
1

3

∑
j=A,B,C

(VCUj + VCLj ) (7.50)

and then take the zero component of this equation to obtain the DC only component.

EDC = V
∑
UC0 −

Mx2

2
V

∑
UCx2−

My2

2
V

∑
UCy2 −

Mx

2
V

∑
UCx −

My

2
V

∑
UCy

(7.51)

7.5.1 DC Link

The DC Link structure is shown in Figure 7.3. From this, the output voltage from the

converters can be related to the voltage and currents at either end of the DC link. The

DC link voltage, VDC , input to the converter MMC equations shown in equation (7.42)

is obtained from the equations below, with the final derivation in equation (7.56). In

this instance, the voltage obtained from the DC link is on the gridjj side, therefore for

the converter MMC equations VDC = VjDC . When obtaining the MMC equations for

the converter at gridkk, the DC link voltage Vkdc must be obtained and input to (7.42).
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Figure 7.3: AC Gridjj to AC Gridkk through HVDC-MMC link.
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dVjk

dt
=

1

C1
ijk −

1

C1
idcj (7.52)

dVkj

dt
=

−1

C2
ijk −

1

C2
idck (7.53)

dijk
dt

=
−1

2Ljk
Vjk +

1

2Ljk
Vkj −

Rjk

Ljk
(7.54)

didcj
dt

=
Vj − VjDC

2Ldcjk
(7.55)

VjDC =
2Ldc

2Ldc + 2
3Larm

(edc +
2Rarm

3
idcj) (7.56)

Vj =
1

2Ldcj + 2
3Larm

(edcj +
2Rarm

3
idcj) +

(2Larm

3 + 2LDCj)Vjk

2Ldcjk
(7.57)

Following the derivation of the equations, the state space representation is shown by

ADC , BDC , CDC and DDC .

ADC =


−Rdc
Ldc

1
2Ldc

−1
2Ldc

−1
C2

0 0

1
C1

0 0

 (7.58)

BDC =


0 0

−1
C2

0

0 −1
C1

 (7.59)

CDC =


0 1 0

0 0 1

1 0 0

 (7.60)

DDC = 0 (7.61)

With the state and input variables defined by ∆xdc and ∆udc respectively.

∆xdc = [ijk,Vkj,Vjk]T (7.62)
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∆udc = [idck, idcj]
T (7.63)

The only inputs to the DC link required are the DC currents flowing out of each DC

side of the converter, which are calculated from the zero component of the circulating

current, idc = 3idiff0. From the DC link, and equation (7.57), the DC Voltage outputs

required, Vjdc and Vkdc, for the internal MMC dynamics can be obtained.

Grid Following Current Controller

For the grid following controller the inner current loop is used to control the voltage

at the applied terminals. The control structure is shown in Figure 7.4. The current

controller state space representation is given by

Acc = 0 (7.64)

Bcc =

1 0 −1 0 0 0

0 1 0 −1 0 0

 (7.65)

Ccc =

KiCC 0

0 KiCC

 (7.66)

Dcc =

KpCC 0 −KpCC −ωLc 1 0

0 KPCC ωLc −KpCC 0 1

 (7.67)

Where the state, input and output variables are defined by ∆xcc, ∆ucc and ∆ycc

∆xcc = [∆eicd,∆eicq]T (7.68)

∆ucc = [∆i∗cd,∆i∗cq,∆iccd,∆iccq,∆uc
d,u

c
q]T (7.69)

∆ycc = [∆vc
d,∆vc

q]T (7.70)

The proportional and integral gains of the current loop PI controllers are KpCC and

KiCC respectively, and ∆eicd and ∆eicq are the errors between reference current and

measured current for the d and q components respectively.

160



Chapter 7. Effect of Grid Forming and Grid Following control on Firewall Capability
of MMC-HVDC Systems

The reference currents are produced but the outer loop equations. In the GFL/GFL,

the control on gridjj produces the references using the same control shown in Chapter

6 Section 6.3.2. For both the GFL/GFL and GFM/GFL, the control on gridkk uses the

same AC voltage control on the outer loop, and the DC voltage droop control described

in Section (7.5.3).
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Figure 7.4: Grid following current control.

A key feature of the grid following converter is its reliance on a PLL to synchronise

with the grid and follow the voltage. The grid angle is obtained from

θ =
(KPLLUq)

s
(7.71)

Which can be linearised and used in conjunction with the park transform. A full
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description of the PLL and its derivation is given in Chapter 3

∆θ

∆Uq
=

KpPLLs + KiPLL

s2 + a0s + b0
(7.72)

where a0 = (KpPLLcos(θ0)Ud0 + KpPLLsin(θ0)Uq0), b0 = (KiPLLcos(θ0)Ud0 +

KiPLLsin(θ0)Uq0), with the proportional and integral gains of the PLL defined by

KpPLL and KiPLL.

KpPLL =
2ωn

Em
, τPLL =

2ζ

ωn
, KiPLL =

KpPLL

τPLL
(7.73)

with Em as the nominal input voltage, ζ is the damping ratio of the response, and τPLL

as the PLL time constant.

7.5.2 MMC Circulating Currents

The MMC circulating currents also need to be limited by the circulating suppression

control. The input measured circulating currents are passed through the equation

in (7.74), producing the output modulation indices M2xy. The full details of this

suppression control is given in [313].

K(s) =
−2

Vdc

Krps
2 + (KrpKrr2ωζc)s + Krpω

2
n)

(s2 + 2ωζcs + ω2
n)

(7.74)

where ωn is the frequency of the circulating currents, 100 Hz, and Krp and Krr are

proportional gains. The selected damping ratio of the transfer function is defined by

ζc.

7.5.3 DC Voltage Droop

The DC voltage droop control [314], [315] is in both systems, on the converter connected

to gridkk (as seen in Figure 7.1). This control maintains the DC voltage across the

HVDC link, and was implemented on the converter that is always operated in GFL

control across both systems (on gridkk), as inertia emulation in a GFM can counteract
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Figure 7.5: Circulating current controller.

the DC voltage control [304], [305].
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Figure 7.6: DC voltage droop, V − Pac.

7.5.4 Grid Forming Control

The control of the grid forming converter is the Virtual Synchronous Machine (VSM),

emulating the swing equation, defined by (7.75)

Pref − Pe = J
dω

dt
+ D(ωV SM − ωn) (7.75)

where Pref is the reference power, Pe is the electrical power, J is the moment of inertia

( kgm2

MVA), 2H = J , H is the inertia constant (in seconds), D is the damping constant

(per unit) and ωV SM is the virtual angular velocity, and ωn is the rated velocity (or

can be estimated grid frequency from a PLL). This power synchronisation loop sets the

converter angle. It also introduces a virtual inertia and a damping term, which draw

power from the DC side of the converter during a frequency or angle disturbance on the
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connected AC grid. The converter voltage is directly set with the magnitude controlled

by a PI controller, and the magnitude and angle from the synchronisation loop is used

to set the voltage source.
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Figure 7.7: Control of implemented grid forming converter.

The synchronisation loop state representation is shown by

AV SM =

−Dpu
2H 0

ω 0

 (7.76)

BBSM =

 1
2H

−1
2H

0 0

 (7.77)

CV SM =

1 0

0 1

 (7.78)

DV SM = 0 (7.79)

where the state variables, ∆xV SM and inputs ∆uV SM are defined by
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∆xV SM = [∆ωV SM ,∆δV SM ]T (7.80)

∆uV SM = [∆P ∗,∆P ]T (7.81)

∆yV SM = [∆ωV SM ,∆δ]T (7.82)

The voltage magnitude of the grid former is controlled by the outer AC voltage PI

loop, with gain KV AC(s) = KpV AC + KiV AC , ∆uV AC = [Vref , Vmeas]
T (reference AC

voltage and measured AC voltage magnitude), ∆xV AC = [eV ] (AC voltage error),

∆yV AC = [Vmag] (voltage magnitude reference to be applied to Md).

AAC = 0 (7.83)

BAC =
[
1 −1

]
(7.84)

CAC =
[
2KiV AC

Vdc

]
(7.85)

DAC =
[
2KpV AC

Vdc
−2KpV AC

Vdc

]
(7.86)

Each subsystem was connected to create a full detail SSM, as shown in Figure 7.8,

in which the relations between the global reference and converter reference frames are

also shown. The components in the global reference frame are output from the AC

Grid sub-system, and transformed into the converter frame, to the power and voltage

control loops, and circulating current controller. The outputs of this are the modulation

indices, which are then transformed to the global reference frame again to be applied

to the internal MMC dynamics, that produces the converter side AC and DC voltages.

The two systems were also built as EMT Simulink models to validate the small signal

models, shown in Figure 7.9, where the SSM matches the EMT time domain model

when subject to an input power disturbance.
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Figure 7.8: Overview of full SSM of system.

7.6 Case Study Results

This section presents the results obtained by following the methodology of Section 7.4,

using the model from Section 7.5. The base system parameters from Table 7.1 are

used in the model, and operating points from the EMT large signal model at steady

state are used for the linearisation of the SSM. The validation of the small signal model

following the EMT time domain response is shown in Figure 7.9.

7.6.1 Participating State Identification

The small signal model is used to identify conditions producing poorly damped

oscillatory modes. Any eigenvalue with ζ < 0.1, is considered to be poorly damped,

and the states participating in these modes are identified by (7.5). An example is given

in Figure 7.10, showing the eigenvalues across varying SCR, and Table 7.2, showing

the identified poorly damped modes of the system, and their participating states. In

Figure 7.10, any eigenvalue above the dashed line representing ζ = 0.1 is assessed for
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Figure 7.9: Validation of small signal model, power at PCC on gridjj following 0.1 pu
step in power reference.

the participating states. For the final sweep value of SCRjj = 5, the participating

states are shown in Table 7.2.

Figure 7.10: Eigenvalue parametric sweep across SCRjj of poles of system. ζ = 0.1
shown by dashed lines. SCRkk = 2, H = 6 s, Droop = 0.002, Damping = 1000 pu.

The MMC circulating currents and sub-module voltages participate in most of the

poorly damped modes. The states participating in any poorly damped modes, across all

of the parametric sweeps, were identified, and then selected to be I/O variables for the

bode plots. This method reduces the bulk of the data needing analysed. In this study,

the main states participating in poorly damped modes are detailed by the example

in Table 7.2. The voltage and current on gridjj have been identified as participating
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Table 7.2: Example identifying participating states of poorly damped modes in
GFM/GFL system, for SCRjj = 5, DC Voltage Droop = 0.002, D = 1000 pu, H
= 6s.

Mode Damping States

−20.17 +
j209.86

-0.0945 V CP0jj V CP0kk V CPxykk idiff0jj idiff0kk

−27.46 +
j682.48

-0.0402 idiffxy2jj

−31.15 +
j662.47

-0.0470 idiffxy2kk

−3.30 +
j638.40

-0.0052 idiffxy2jj , V CP2xyjj

−8.58 +
j629.66

-0.0136 idiffkk V CP2xykk

−14.1217+
j486.603

-0.0290 V CPxyjj V CP2xyjj icdqjj

in poorly damped modes, so they will be the input variables for the bode plots. The

remaining participating states are selected as the output: the converter side currents

icxykk, MMC Voltage Sub-module 100 Hz and zero component, V CPxykk and V CP0kk,

and MMC circulating currents, idiff2xykk.

7.6.2 Bode Plots

Some key bode plots are shown here to highlight the main differences in magnitude

response of the GFM/GFL and GFL/GFL systems. All of the I/O combinations

specified in section 7.6.1 were reviewed, however, for the sake of brevity only key

examples are given here. The magnitude responses are different for all parameter

and tuning combinations, but there are key trends to observe. The general trends

of Figures 7.11a -7.11d, highlighted in the following paragraphs are: the GFM/GFL

has two sharper resonant peaks, compared to the GFL/GFL system. The first peak

occurs at 0.01 Hz - 1 Hz, and the second at 100 Hz (highlighted by the red circles).

The figures also show the GFL/GFL is not as affected by the tuning and parameter

conditions, having a more consistent oscillation magnitude, without the large resonant

(or with more reduced) peaks seen in the GFM/GFL.

These peaks in the GFM/GFL vary dependent on the parametric values and tuning.
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For example, shown in Figure 7.11a, as the DC voltage droop decreases, the first peak

increases to just below the 1 pu threshold, indicating a larger transfer of low frequency

oscillations. Although a larger DC voltage droop corresponds to a smaller oscillation

transfer at this lower frequency, a value above 0.2 can lead to instability, so the two

objectives must be compromised. Increasing the damping also increases the magnitude

of the first peak in the GFM/GFL system, leading to a a larger oscillation transfer,

and therefore reduction in firewall capability. However, as shown by Figure7.11b and

Figure 7.11d, this is typically only at very high damping (> 2000pu). This first peak

is also affected by SCRjj , shown in Figure 7.11c, with an increase resulting in a larger

magnitude response in the GFM/GFL. Conversely, in the GFL/GFL, in this frequency

range, the magnitude is slightly reduced, as the SCRjj increases.

The second peak seen in the bode plots in the GFM/GFL, occurs at 100 Hz, and like the

first peak, is also affected by the SCRjj and DC voltage droop. Figure 7.11a shows for

the GFM/GFL the first peak increases if droop is decreased, however this second peak

at 100 Hz slightly increases as dc voltage droop is increased. In Figure 7.11c, increasing

the SCRjj also increases the second peak at 100 Hz. This is due to the higher SCR

corresponding to a lower coupling impedance, and therefore, driving a higher resultant

current magnitude. Across the full range of SCRjj , the GFM/GFL has a larger second

peak than the GFL/GFL, however the latter still exhibits a 100 Hz peak, increasing as

the SCR is increased above 2. With SCRjj < 2, the peak decreases, but the GFL/GFL

system is unstable at this weak grid value.

Throughout the bode plots, and evidenced by the figures shown in this section, some

clear trends are apparent. Namely, that the GFM/GFL system does tend to have

a greater magnitude response compared to the GFL/GFL, particularly at low droop

and high damping at lower frequencies. The first magnitude peak in the GFM/GFL

responses typically is between 0.01 Hz to 1 Hz, the bandwidth of which being dependent

generally on the inertia constant. In both systems, a peak is also seen at 100 Hz, due

to the 2nd fundamental components seen particularly in MMCs. The firewall metric

for each I/O combination has been discussed in Section 7.4. This is implemented in
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(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 7.11: Bode plot of a) input current disturbance to ac Gridkk current, damping
600, SCRs = 5, H = 6. b) input Voltage to MMCkk sub-module voltage SCRjj =
5, SCRkk = 5, H = 6, Droop = 0.02. c) input voltage disturbance to AC Gridkk
current. Damping = 400 pu SCRjj = 5, H = 1, droop = 0.002, varying damping d)
Input current to voltage zero component. SCRjj = SCRkk = 5, H = 6, droop = 0.02,
varying damping.
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the heat-maps of the next section, which show the peak magnitude of a bode response,

in per unit.

7.6.3 Heat-map Parametric Overview

It is evident from the bode plots that for a disturbance on gridjj , to gridkk, the

GFM/GFL frequently has a slightly larger magnitude response, with peaks at 0.01

Hz - 1 Hz, and 100 Hz. However, it is difficult to interpret all of the parameter effects

from multiple bode plots at once. Therefore, to summarise the data:

� Heat-maps of the peak magnitude response for each I/O bode plot, are produced

to find the parameters that amplify oscillations. The peak magnitude is

represented in per unit to give a more intuitive way of interpreting the firewall

limit (described in Section 7.4.5).

� The parameters that result in large oscillation propagation will be emphasised by

key examples, not all I/O pairs and parameter conditions can be shown.

The per unit representation indicates any value over 1 pu will amplify a response

and indicate the firewall effect is inhibited. However, anything above a zero gain, still

shows an oscillation transfer from one grid to the other, which could still be undesirable,

especially at these “peak” frequencies seen in the bode plots. Any NaN spaces in the

following heat-maps indicate that for that parameter, the system is unstable.

The first key trend to be noted, observable in Figures 7.12a and 7.12b, is that the

GFL/GFL is unstable in more conditions across these parametric sweeps, compared

to the GFM/GFL. These figures show the peak magnitude response of a disturbance

on gridjj voltage, edjj , to converter current, icdkk, for the GFL/GFL and GFM/GFL

systems respectively, across DC voltage droop and SCRjj . For both systems, the

peak per unit disturbance is at 100 Hz. For the GFL/GFL the peak is between 0.2

pu - 0.3 pu, however there are many parameter conditions that result in instability.

For the GFM/GFL, the peak is much higher, varying between 1.7 pu to 2.3 pu,

increasing as SCRjj is increased, however this system maintains stability across more

parameter conditions compared to the GFL/GFL. Therefore, the GFM/GFL amplified
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the response more than the GFL/GFL, but maintains stability more often across the

sweeps.
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Figure 7.12: Heat-map of peak oscillation in system, per unit output from 1 pu input
disturbance, edjj to icdkk, SCRkk = 5, GFM damping = 60 pu, H = 2 s a) GFL/GFL
b) GFM/GFL.

The effect of DC voltage droop can be observed in the heat-maps, confirming the results

presented in the bode plots. In Figure 7.12b, there is a slight increase in peak magnitude

as droop is increased, however this increase is more prominent in Figure 7.13a, which

shows a current icdjj disturbance to sub-module voltage component on gridkk. For

both of these heat-maps, the peak is at 100 Hz for the lower value damping scenarios,

and as discussed and shown in Figure 7.11a, increasing the DC voltage droop, increases

this second peak. For the higher damping conditions, the peak magnitude is can be at

the lower 0.1 Hz - 1 Hz frequency range, when combined with the higher DC voltage

droop.

Considering GFM damping, in Figure 7.13a, the oscillations are typically (< 0.1pu)

and so can be considered as maintaining firewall capability. With damping greater than

1200 pu, and DC voltage droop above 0.02, the peak magnitude begins to increase. In

general, with very high damping, and larger DC voltage droop, the magnitude of both

peaks increases significantly. The peak magnitude response with damping above 1600
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pu, occurs in the 0.01 Hz to 1 Hz frequency range. Any amplification is unwanted

for this I/O pair, especially at 100 Hz as the second harmonic component is being

amplified.
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Figure 7.13: Heat Map of Peak Oscillation in Grid Forming System, a) icdjj to
V CPy2kk, SCRjj = SCRkk = 5, H = 1s b) icdjj to icdkk , H = 2s, droop = 0.002, D
= 100 pu.

The effect of increasing SCRjj on the GFM/GFL system is shown by Figures 7.12b,

7.13b, and 7.14a. As highlighted by the bode plots in Figure 7.11c, increasing the

SCRjj , results in the 100 Hz peak increasing. Figure 7.13b shows converter current

disturbance from gridjj to gridkk, varying both grid SCRs. The SCR does affect the

response across the full range of frequencies, but this peak oscillation, which in this

instance occurs at 100 Hz, is not varied significantly by either grid SCR. Increasing

SCRjj from 2 to 10, slightly reduces the peak, whilst increasing SCRkk slightly

increases the peak. This peak in oscillation propagation at 100 Hz highlights a cause

for concern for the GFM/GFL system, even though the magnitude is less than 1 pu;

0.7 pu propagation at 100 Hz is a large oscillation at an unwanted second harmonic.

Figure 7.14a shows the effect of increasing SCRjj and inertia, on a grid voltage

disturbance to MMC sub-module voltage output. The inertial power provided with
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Figure 7.14: Heat Map of Peak Oscillation in Grid Forming System, a) edjj to V CP0kk,
D = 100 pu, droop = 0.002, SCRkk = 5 b) icdjj to idiffx2kk, D = 60 pu, SCRkk = 5,
droop = 0.002.

an H > 3s, results in the converter at gridkk experiencing a peak increasingly greater

than 1 pu at low frequencies, inhibiting the firewall response. Therefore, the support

of adding inertia power must be balanced with its negative effect on firewall capability,

especially with H > 3s. The effect of SCRjj and inertia can also be observed in Figure

7.14b showing current on gridjj to circulating current on gridkk. The effect of the

inertia in this figure is less prevalent, as this peak occurs at 100 Hz (frequency of the

circulating current) and the inertia effects the response mostly in the low frequency

range.

7.6.4 Frequency and Time Domain Comparison

Some selected non-linear EMT case studies are compared in the frequency spectrum

and time domain to highlight the propagation of unwanted oscillations between AC

Grids. A time domain Simulink model, used for validation of the small signal models,

was used to demonstrate the characteristics of the two systems. The Fourier transform

was taken of the time domain data points to obtain the amplitude of the frequencies

propagated, to confirm the predicted frequencies of concern indicated by the small
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Figure 7.15: Response of GFM/GFL and GFL/GFL systems to an input power
oscillation of 0.05 Hz at 0.1 per unit. Damping = 2000 pu, Droop = 0.02, H = 1
s, SCRjj = SCRkk = 5.

signal model.

The bode plots highlighted that the GFM/GFL has peaks in magnitude response at

typically 0.01 Hz - 1 Hz, and at 100 Hz. The heat-maps act as a screening tool to

highlight the parameters that cause large magnitude responses. The findings from the

heat-maps are verified using the time domain models. The response in Figure 7.15

exhibits the firewall capability when subject to a low frequency input disturbance,

corresponding to the 0.01 Hz to 1 Hz resonant peak. A 0.1 pu power oscillation at

0.05 Hz is input on gridjj , and the power on gridkk measured. The system parameters

were selected from the heat-map screenings of Figure 7.13b, showing a larger oscillation

can occur at damping = 2000 pu, DC voltage droop = 0.02, H = 1 s, and SCRjj =

SCRkk = 5. The response of Figure 7.15 agrees with this screening, showing the

GFM/GFL propagating a 0.05 Hz oscillation from gridjj to gridkk more than the

GFL/GFL system. For the next tests, for both systems, harmonic injections at 100

Hz, of 0.2 pu and 0.15 pu were injected at the AC gridjj grid voltage on phase a and

phase b respectively. 100 Hz was selected as several of the frequency responses saw a

magnitude peak at this frequency, as well as at 0.1 Hz - 1 Hz in the GFM/GFL system.

Both grids are set at SCR = 4, GFM damping set at 1000 pu, H = 6 s, and DC voltage
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droop is 0.2. Figure 7.16a shows the frequency spectrum of the a-phase voltage across

the MMC upper arm sub-module at gridjj , and Figure 7.16b shows the spectrum at

gridkk. The expected upper arm sub-module voltage is an oscillating DC voltage at half

the DC link voltage. This is shown in Figure 7.16a by the amplitude peaks at 0 Hz and

50 Hz. Another amplitude peak is shown at 100 Hz in both systems at gridjj , and it is

significantly larger in the GFL/GFL system. Looking then at the converter at gridkk,

shown in Figure 7.16b, the 100 Hz oscillation is 3 times larger in the GFM/GFL system

compared to the GFL/GFL, as well as a 200 Hz oscillation. However, considering the

input disturbances (0.2 pu, and 0.15 pu harmonics injections on a and b phase), the

propagation from gridjj to gridkk in the GFM/GFL system is still significantly more

damped than the input disturbance. The GFM/GFL system, in almost all cases, has

a larger propagation response from one grid to the next, but in very few situations, is

the response significant enough to cause sustained oscillation issues in the connected

AC grid. Furthermore, in these tuning and parameter conditions, the system tends

towards instability, therefore they are not the optimal or suggested tunings.

(a) Converterjj (b) Converterkk

Figure 7.16: Frequency spectrum of voltage across phase a in sub-modules in MMC at
(a) gridjj . (b) gridkk.

Considering now the measured PCC voltages, Fig. 7.17 presents the time domain

response for both systems at gridjj and gridkk. Under the same harmonic 100 Hz

injection of 0.2 pu, in the a-phase grid voltage, the GFM/GFL system manages to
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Figure 7.17: Time domain response of PCC voltage at when subject to a 100 Hz 0.2 pu
voltage disturbance in AC gridjj voltage edjj . (a) PCC voltage gridjj (b) PCC voltage
gridkk.

dampen the PCC voltage more than the system controlled with the GFL/GFL on the

gridjj . However, this system sees larger oscillations on gridkk PCC voltage, compared

to the GFL/GFL system. The injected oscillation at gridjj has an amplitude of 0.2 pu,

and this is reflected in the GFL/GFL system in Figure 7.17a, whilst the GFM/GFL

system has damped this oscillation to below 0.1 pu. However, on gridkk, the oscillation

in the GFL/GFL is 10 times smaller than the GFM/GFL system. The amplification

of oscillations from gridjj to gridkk are greater in the GFM/GFL system compared to

the GFL/GFL, although neither are significant.

7.7 Conclusion

The effect of a grid forming virtual synchronous machine converter on the

inherent “firewall” capability of a monopole point-to-point MMC-HVDC system was

investigated across a series of system parameters and tunings. The grid forming inertia,

damping, grid following DC voltage droop and grid SCRs were varied to observe the

effect on oscillation propagation. A small signal model of the full system was developed,

including the MMC internal dynamics. Extensive parametric sweeps were performed

for encompassing values of the aforementioned variables, to identify conditions in which

firewall capability may be affected.
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Across most responses, the propagation from input disturbance on gridjj to output

on gridkk differed between the grid forming and following controls, with the former

typically having a greater magnitude response across all parameters and responses.

The GFM/GFL amplifies oscillations more than the GFL/GFL, but maintains better

stability across the sweeps. The GFM/GFL typically amplifies low inertial frequencies

(0.01 Hz - 1 Hz), and the second fundamental frequency, 100 Hz. For most of these

parameter conditions, even though the GFM magnitude response on gridkk was larger,

it was not significant enough to cause a serious oscillation propagation. This was

quantified using the proposed “firewall” metric to easily understand the impact of

oscillation propagation irregardless of variable type. The results can be concluded as

such:

� The SCRjj can have a significant impact causing the GFM to draw “too much”

of a response from AC gridkk. The worst conditions are generally with a DC

voltage droop above 0.02, damping above 1200 pu, and SCRjj=4.

� SCRkk has limited impact on the peak magnitude propagated, however, it does

still affect the whole response across the full frequency spectrum.

� A sufficient droop coefficient of < 0.02 is required for ensuring DC voltage

maintenance, and reduce the oscillation propagation from one grid to the other.

Anything over 0.02 results in an oscillation transfer between the grids).

� GFM Damping significantly affects the oscillation propagation and should be

limited to below 1400 pu for droop above 0.02. For lower droop values, damping

above 1400 pu can cause increased oscillations, especially above 2000 pu.

� Increasing GFM inertia does show a slight unwanted increase in magnitude

response, but it only causes a variation in response at lower damping values

(< 100pu), especially with an inertial constant above 3 s.

� The GFM/GFL system has a larger magnitude response from a disturbance

on gridjj to gridkk, compared to the GFL/GFL system, in most parameter

conditions. However, at typical values, the response is not significant enough
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across most of the frequencies, and does not reach the threshold values (above 1

per unit response).
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Chapter 8

Thesis Conclusion

The work presented in this thesis is summarised in the following chapter, giving general

conclusions and goals for future work.

As detailed in Chapter 1, the motivation for this thesis is driven by the urgent need to

decarbonise all energy sectors to combat the urgent threat of the climate emergency.

Renewable converter interfaced generation will help contribute to this goal, but there

are several developments to converter and transmission technology required to enable

this. Many sites of renewable generation are located far from traditional synchronous

generation sites (such as fossil fuel power stations), and far from demand locations.

Therefore Medium and High Voltage Direct Current transmission has been increasingly

utilised to enable low power loss power delivery across large scale distances.

One of the goals of this thesis is to present an overview of the possible capabilities of

MVDC/HVDC systems in enabling the development of power grids, and to assess the

benefits and issues of the controllers that can be implemented to support the grid in this

transition. The difficulties experienced by the modern grid, from voltage instability,

low SCR, varying X/R ratios and wide controller bandwidths, need to be understood

by describing the technologies involved in MVDC/HVDC and converter systems. This

is presented in Chapter 2, and the background modelling derivations used throughout

this thesis are detailed in Chapter 3.
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In Chapter 4, the stability limits and support capability of a classical grid following

current controller with grid supporting control is assessed to show the extent of inertia

provision the controller can provide whilst maintaining system stability. GFL converters

have typically been stated to be more suited to operation in a “stiff” or strong grid, and

grid forming in a weaker grid [316]. However there are variations to this, dependent on

the additional grid supporting features added in the GFL structure, the other system

parameters and control tunings. Reference [13] highlights the comparability between

inertia response provided by grid following and grid forming converters, showing across

varying parameters, GFL control can have a very similar response to GFM control.

Therefore, the study in Chapter 4 is important guidance to highlight the effect of

control parameters on the maximum inertia that can be emulated in grid following

control. The inner current loop controllers, the time constant of the phase locked loop,

and the filter of the measured frequency all affect the maximum inertia that can be

implemented. Some notable recommendations indicate that the typical inner current

loop frequency range has reduced stability at higher inertia gains. The inner current

loop should be 5 to 10 times slower than the converter switches (which have a frequency

of 1-2 kHz, up to about 10 kHz [254]), therefore the inner current loop should be no

faster than 10 ms. From the case study completed, higher inertia constants can be

implemented whilst maintaining stability with very fast inner current tunings of below

1 ms, however this contradicts with the limit set by the converter switching (it should

be noted that the switching of the converter was not included in the model, hence why

the results show a larger inertia capability at very fast time constants). Therefore,

in order to maintain system stability, the inner current loop must be tuned with a

slower time constant to be able to set a larger inertia constant. Typically inertia is a

slow response (however, beginning instantly, or within 5 ms defined by the UK grid

code [226]), but if the current response is too slow it will lag the desired reference that

has been generated to provide the inertial power required.

To ensure systems and converter controllers perform as expected, accurate modelling

is essential especially for transmission system operators TSO and the Energy System

Operator (ESO). As described in Chapters 5-6 there needs to be a balance between
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accurate modelling and computational burden, and therefore there are many different

variations of models proposed in the literature, ranging from highly detailed models,

to simplified low detail models. More specifically, there are several small signal models

of varying dynamic detail, with simplifications that include the type of control utilised.

Therefore, the accuracy of various small signal models has been analysed and presented

in this thesis. In Chapter 5, three small signal models of grid-tied converters, with grid

forming control, of increasing complexity are compared for their accuracy in matching

the EMT time domain response of the system. These models are the full detail EMT

SSM, a Jacobian representation [205], and the classical representation of a grid forming

source to grid connection [21]. Across a series of changing system parameters, each

small signal model was compared to the EMT model and the root mean square error

was calculated across a set time window of the response. These tests are necessary to

find the system conditions where lower detail models can, and cannot be used, as the

study cases show that model accuracy is dependent on system parameters, even when

linearised around the exact operating points. Specifically, for varying grid SCR, and

X/R ratio, and GFM damping. A high X/R ratio results in a good decoupling between

active and reactive power, however, conversely this also means poor decoupling in lower

X/R ratio grids, such as in distribution grids. The Jacobian model does represent the

relation between active power and voltage (therefore reactive power), however there

are simplifications in the modelling assumptions to be able to represent the system as

this simplified MIMO model. Chapter 5 shows the limitations with lower detail models

exhibiting poor transient response accuracy at low X/R ratios, especially combined

with low SCR values. The worst transient response for the lower detail models occurs

at SCR < 2, X/R < 3, and a GFM damping ratio of ζ < 0.2. The Jacobian model

can adequately represent the transient response above these low values, however, it has

the worst response when below this range. The transient response figures in Chapter 5

show some selected responses, highlighting the largest inaccuracy of lower detail models.

The EMT non-linear and full detail SSM show oscillations of approximately 0.8 s (1.25

Hz), which is not a super-synchronous or fast oscillation that would not be expected

of a low detail model to represent. Therefore, the aforementioned low value regions of
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X/R, SCR and damping result in the lower detail models having inaccurate transient

responses, when they would be expected to be precise.

Continuing from the comparison of grid forming small signal models, the accuracy of

three grid following small signal models of varying detail are compared in Chapter

6. A methodology is presented for screening the models to identify conditions where

they do not identify poorly damped sub-synchronous oscillations, and instability. As

with the studies in Chapter 5, it is anticipated that the lower detail models won’t

include fast dynamics, however there are parameter conditions where they cannot

identify sub-synchronous modes or instability. CIGRE recommends [273] that TSOs,

system operators, project owners and vendors must assess the capabilities of the models

they are using and in what conditions they sufficiently represent instability and SSOs.

Therefore, a full detail GFL SSM, a reduced order model, and simplified phasor model

were assessed across a range of system SCR, X/R ratio and outer active power loop

time constant. The case studies showed that the MOR method can represent when the

system has poorly damped modes that could cause unwanted interactions, much more

effectively that the simplified phasor model. However, with low SCR, the MOR fails

to identify poorly damped SSOs even with larger tuning time constants (0.2 s - 0.3 s),

that is would be expected to [224]. The simplified phasor can be slightly more suitable

for identifying areas of instability at the lower SCR ranges, however this model is more

inclined to producing false positives highlighting instability. Ultimately, the full detail

SSM is advised for anything below SCR = 2, especially at lower τ and X/R = 15 to

20.

Having highlighted the importance of accurate modelling in the previous sections,

Chapter 7 presents a detailed small signal model of a point-to-point MMC-HVDC

system. The MMC internal dynamics are included in the model, the grid and converter

equations, and the DC link dynamics. The full description of the system small signal

model derivation is explained in the chapter, and the effect of different controllers on

the system is investigated. The ability of the MMC-HVDC system to control power

flow and limit oscillation propagation from one side to the other is assessed across
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a series of parameters. Two systems where tested, one with a GFM on the first

AC grid and GFL on the second AC grid (referred to as the GFM/GFL), and then

a system with a GFL controlling both grids (GFL/GFL). The goal of this research

was to assess what conditions limit the controllers’ abilities to prevent oscillation

propagation. It was found that the GFM/GFL system limited this capability more

than the GFL/GFL, however, across most conditions, it was not significant enough

to be a “cause for concern”. A comprehensive methodology was presented to identify

parameter conditions where the GFM/GFL has a larger oscillation propagation from

one grid to the next compared to the GFL/GFL system. The concept of “firewall” was

quantified for ease of interpretation, as an input oscillation on gridjj , resulting in an

equivalent per unit response on gridkk. Explanation of this is detailed in Chapter 7.

It was concluded that the SCRjj can have a significant impact causing the GFM to

draw “too much” of a response from AC gridkk. The worst conditions are generally

with a DC voltage droop above 0.02, damping above 1200 pu, and SCRjj=4. GFM

Damping significantly affects the oscillation propagation and should be limited to

below 1400 pu for droop above 0.02. For lower droop values, damping above 1400

pu can cause increased oscillations, especially above 2000 pu. Increasing GFM inertia

does show a slight unwanted increase in magnitude response, but it only causes a

variation in response at lower damping values (< 100pu), especially with an inertial

constant above 3 s. Ultimately the GFM/GFL system has a larger magnitude response

from a disturbance on gridjj to gridkk, compared to the GFL/GFL system, in most

parameter conditions. However, at typical values, the response is not significant enough

across most of the frequencies, and does not reach the threshold values (1 per unit

disturbance).

Throughout this thesis, the importance of model accuracy has been brought to the

spotlight, especially as the grid sees more IBRs connected and ever changing parameters

at points of connection. CIGRE, TSOs, and system operators are requiring an even

deeper understanding of the power system and the models they use. There is a serious

need of models with low computational burden and high speed, however this thesis has

shown there are system conditions where low detail models lack the precision they would
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be expected to offer. Repeatable and straightforward methodologies have been proposed

to show when model simplifications are not adequate. The importance of detailed

dynamic representation is further emphasised in Chapter 7, where the inclusion of the

MMC dynamics is essential as they frequently participate in oscillation propagation

between grids.

8.1 Future Work

Further work to extend the research completed in this thesis is described in this section.

Chapter 4 highlighted the capabilities of enhanced GFL controllers to provide an inertial

response, also highlighting the limitations GFL inertia support can have on system

stability when interacting with inner loop controls. Therefore, future work would

be conducted to compare the stability between GFL control with inertia and GFM

converters with inertia. The benefit of the fast response of GFLs needs to be assessed, as

the results of Chapter 4 showed fast current loop and PLL time constants restricted the

maximum inertial gain the converter could have whilst maintaining stability. However,

the GFL could still provide inertia up to a set power limit (maintaining a suitably

fast control response), therefore, the required power could be restricted, and assess

the benefits of GFL in fault ride through compared to a GFM VSM topology which

typically switches to GFL control during faults [317], or require significant inner current

limiting control during faults.

Considering that the importance of model accuracy has been highlighted throughout

this thesis, it would be beneficial to develop a model simplification method

that simplifies grid tied converters with GFL and GFM control whilst accurately

representing sub-synchronous oscillations. The fast frequency dynamics might not

necessarily be required, but the SSOs that grid TSOs have not been able to predict

would be desirable in a lower detail model. Incorporating dynamic phasors into

simplified models to investigate if they can improve the sub-synchronous oscillation

detail that is missed in the simplified models would be the first step, to create a model

that can represent low order harmonics and inter-harmonics of the system.
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An extension to the studies completed on the MMC-HVDC point-to-point system in

Chapter 7 is desired, specifically:

� Performing parametric sweep case study tests on an HVDC link interconnecting

a synchronous AC grid.

� Following from this, a more detailed AC grid representation would need to be

developed, compared to the previous infinite bus AC Grid. For example, a system

similar to the IEEE 9-bus system [318], with modified HVDC link interconnecting

two areas. This would offer a more in depth study into the propagation of

oscillations, highlighting any inhibited firewall capabilities in future synchronous

grids, with multiple HVDC links.

� A further goal is develop a metric that represents the “full” firewall capability

for the system instead of each input-output pair, i.e., an interpretable value that

weights the significance of individual large propagation oscillations between AC

grids, and/or multiple smaller propagations, cumulating to make a significant

effect overall.

� The effect of alternate GFM structures will also be investigated. The current

GFM control uses VSM synchronisation, with AC voltage magnitude control

and circulating current suppression. The effect of cascaded inner current and

voltage control loops will be investigated. In particular, determining whether

this inner additional control gives beneficial controllability or further damages

the firewall capability. Additionally, energy based control has been recommended

in the literature for control of MMC sub-module voltages [319], which should be

implemented. Tuning of the control to suppress the unwanted harmonics in the

MMC could be recommended from repeated case studies of this system, by varying

the gains of these suppression loops, and ultimately, suggested improvements to

the control.
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Appendix A

Full Derivation of Small Signal

Synchronous Reference Frame

Phase Locked Loop

A detailed description of the steps and assumptions taken to produce the transfer

function of the linearised phase locked loop was described in Section 3.5.2. In this

section, the expanded substitutions are given, step by step, for improved reader clarity.

The relation between the estimation of the PLL angle and voltage was defined by, (3.66)

θ̂PLL =

∫ (
ωn + KP ∗ ÛPCCq + Ki

∫
(ÛPCCq)

)
dt (A.1)

θ̃ = θ̂PLL − θg (A.2)

If d
dt θ̂PLL = d

dt θ̃PLL+ d
dtθg, and it is assumed the feed-forward reference, ωn is equivalent

to the grid frequency, θg, then the following equations can be expanded.

d

dt
θ̂PLL =

d

dt
θ̃PLL +

d

dt
θg =

d

dt
θ̃PLL + ωg (A.3)
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Appendix A. Full Derivation of Small Signal Synchronous Reference Frame Phase
Locked Loop

ÛPLL = e−jθ̃UPLL (A.4)

d

dt
θ̃PLL = KP ∗ ÛPCCq + Ki

∫
(ÛPCCq) dt (A.5)

if (A.4) is linearised, then the the substitution is as follows, where the PLL sub-suffix

has been dropped for clarity.

∆ÛPLL = |e−jθ̃UPLL|lin= −je−jθ̃0UPLL0∆θ̃ + e−jθ̃0∆UPLL (A.6)

∆Ûd + j∆Ûq = −j
(
cos(θ̃0) − jsin(θ̃0)

)
∗ (Ud0 + jUq0) ∆θ̃+(
cos(θ̃0) − jsin(θ̃0)

)
(∆Ud + j∆Uq) (A.7)

∆Ûd + j∆Ûq =
(
−jUd0cos(θ̃0) + Ud0sin(θ̃0) + jUq0sin(θ̃0) + Uq0cos(θ̃0)

)
∆θ̃

+ ∆Vdcosθ̃0 + ∆Vqsinθ̃0 + j∆Vqcosθ̃0 − j∆Vdsinθ̃0 (A.8)

Collecting real and imaginary terms and comparing them, the imaginary component

∆Ûq can be expressed as

∆Ûq =
(
−Ud0cos(θ̃0) + jUq0sin(θ̃0)

)
∆θ̃ + ∆Uqcos(θ̃0) − ∆Udsin(θ̃0) (A.9)

The input of the ∆Uq term is neglected and then A.9 is substituted into the linearised

(A.5).

d

dt
∆θ̃ =

(
Kp +

Ki

s

)((
−Ud0cos(θ̃0) + jUq0sin(θ̃0)

)
∆θ̃ + ∆Uqcos(θ̃0) − ∆Udsin(θ̃0)

)
(A.10)

If this is transformed into the LaPlace domain
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s2∆θ̃ +
(
KpPLLUd0cos(θ̃0) −KpPLLUq0sin(θ̃0)

)
s + KiPLLUd0cos(θ̃0)

−KiPLLUq0sin(θ̃0) = s
(

∆UqKpPLLcos(θ̃0) + ∆UqKiPLLcos(θ̃0)
)

(A.11)

∆θ̃

∆Uq
=

KpPLLcos(θ̃0)s + KiPLLcos((θ̃0))

s2 + a0s + b0
(A.12)

where

a0 = KpPLLcos(θ0)Ud0 + KpPLLsin(θ0)Uq0 (A.13)

b0 = KiPLLcos(θ0)Ud0 + KiPLLsin(θ0)Uq0 (A.14)

If the initial angle difference is assumed to be zero, ((θ̃0) = 0), then this expression can

be simplified to
∆θ̃

∆Uq
=

KpPLLs + KiPLL

s2 + Ud0s + Ud0
(A.15)
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Appendix B

Jacobian Matrix Detail

The derivation of the Jacobian Matrix is extensively detailed in [205], however an

overview of the equation derivations is shown here.

Firstly, the grid system equation, L di
dt = v − E − Ri − jωLi, has some of the dq

components represented in terms of magnitude and trigonometric functions.

Vd + jVq = V cos(θv) + V sin(θv) (B.1)

The following assumptions and function simplifications are assumed when linearised,

shown in (B.2) to (B.2).

θv = θv0 + ∆θv, id = id0 + ∆id, iq = iq0 + ∆iq (B.2)

sin(θv0 + ∆θV ) ≈ sin(θv0) + cos(θv0)∆θv (B.3)

cos(θv0 + ∆θV ) ≈ cos(θv0) − sin(θv0)∆θv (B.4)

Further explanation of the system substitutions that are applied to the grid equations

are explained in [205], and the transfer functions for the Jacobian matrix are derived.

The expanded form is given here.
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Appendix B. Jacobian Matrix Detail

JPθ(s) =
a0s

2 + a1s + a2(ω)

(sL + R)2 + (ωL)2
(B.5)

where

a0 = (Lpu/ω1) ∗ (k3 − k1)

a1 = (Rpu/ω1) ∗ (k3 − k1) − Lpu ∗ k2

a2 = (ω1 ∗ Lpu ∗ k3 −Rpu ∗ k4)

JUfθ(s) =
a0s

2 + a1s + (ω)

(sL + R)2 + (ωL)2
(B.6)

where

a0 = −Lpu ∗ Lgpu ∗ k2 ∗ Upu

a1 = −Rpu ∗ Lgpu ∗ k2 ∗ Upu

a2 = −ω1)
2 ∗ Lpu ∗ Lgpu ∗ k2 ∗ Upu− ω1 ∗Rpu ∗ Lgpu ∗ k1 ∗ Upu

JPV (s) =
a0s

2 + a1s + (ω)

(sL + R)2 + (ωL)2
(B.7)

where

a0 = (Lpu/ω1) ∗ (k4 − k2)

a1 = (Rpu/ω1) ∗ (k4 − k2) + Lpu ∗ k1

a2 = ω1 ∗ Lpu ∗ k4 + Rpu ∗ k3

JUfV (s) =
a0s

2 + a1s + (ω)

(sL + R)2 + (ωL)2
(B.8)

where

a0 = Lpu ∗ Lgpu ∗ k1/Upu

a1 = Rpu ∗ Lgpu ∗ k1/UTDpu

a2 = (ω2
1) ∗ Lpu ∗ Lgpu ∗ k1/Upu− (ω1) ∗Rpu ∗ Lgpu ∗ k2/Upu

The variables Ki are comprised of the per unit voltage magnitudes and angles.
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Appendix B. Jacobian Matrix Detail

K1 = V TDpu ∗ UTDpu ∗ cos((ThetaTDV 0 − (ThetaTDU0)))

K2 = V TDpu ∗ UTDpu ∗ sin((ThetaTDV 0 − (ThetaTDU0)))

K3 = ETDpu ∗ V TDpu ∗ cos((ThetaTDV 0))

K4 = ETDpu ∗ V TDpu ∗ sin((ThetaTDV 0))
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Appendix C

Model Order Reduction Detailed

Expansion

A detailed expansion of the substitution steps to obtain the reduced order model from

[282] are shown in this appendix. The variables have been defined in Chapter 6 in

Section 6.3.3.

If the equation for the current control voltage references in the converter frame are

considered as

∆vc∗cd = ∆ucd + Gcl(s)(∆ic∗cd − ∆iccd − ωLc∆iccq) (C.1)

∆vc∗cq = ∆ucq + Gcl(s)(∆ic∗cq − ∆iccq + ωLc∆iccd) (C.2)

then the representation in the global reference frame is transformed using the relation

shown in Chapter 6 in equations (6.33) and (6.34). This results in the converter

reference voltages expressed in terms of the global reference frame.

∆v∗cd = ∆vc∗cd − vccq0∆θPLL, v∗cq = ∆vc∗cq + vccd0∆θPLL (C.3)

∆vc∗cd = ∆v∗cd + vcq0∆θPLL, vc∗cq = ∆v∗cq − vcd0∆θPLL (C.4)
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∆v∗d = ∆ud + uq0∆θPLL + GCL(s)(∆i∗cd + i∗cq0∆θPLL − ∆icd − icq0∆θPLL)

− ωLeq(∆icq − icd0∆θPLL) − vccq0∆θPLL (C.5)

∆v∗q = ∆uq − ud0∆θPLL + GCL(s)(∆i∗cq − i∗cd0∆θPLL − ∆icq + icd0∆θPLL)

+ ωLeq(∆icd + icq0∆θPLL) + vccd0∆θPLL (C.6)

The equations relating the converter side voltage to the PCC are shown again below in

(C.7) and (C.8).

∆vd − ∆ud = (sLeq + Req)∆icd − ωLeq∆icq (C.7)

∆vq − ∆uq = (sLeq + Req)∆icq + ωLeq∆icd (C.8)

If the converter voltage in the global reference frame of (C.5) and (C.6) are substituted

into (C.7) and (C.8), and assuming the v∗dq = vdq, then the following equations are

produced:

(sLeq + Req + GCL)∆icd = ωLeq∆icq − ∆ud + ∆ud + uq0∆θPLL+

GCL(s)(∆ic∗cd − icq0∆θPLL) − ωLeq(∆icq − icd0∆θPLL) − vccq0∆θPLL (C.9)

(sLeq + Req + GCL)∆icq = −ωLeq∆icd − ∆uq + ∆uq − ud0∆θPLL+

GCL(s)(∆ic∗cq + icd0∆θPLL) + ωLeq(∆icd + icq0∆θPLL) + vccd0∆θPLL (C.10)

Furthermore, the PLL angle, θPLL, was shown in Chapter 6 that it can be represented

in terms of the converter currents

∆θPLL = GPLL((sLg + Rg)∆icq + ωLg∆icd) (C.11)

where GPLL is the PLL transfer function, also described in Chapter 6. If the ∆θPLL

in equations (C.9) and (C.10) is replaced with the expression in (C.11), then the grid
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current equations are simplified to (C.12) and (C.13) (note: the reference current only

is considered in the converter reference frame for going forward).

∆icd =
GCL

Zic
∆ic∗cd −

(GCL + Req)icq0
Zic

GPLLωLg∆icd

− (GCL + Req)icq0
Zic

GPLL(sLg + Rg)∆icq (C.12)

∆icq =
GCL

Zic
∆ic∗cq +

(GCL + Req)icd0
Zic

GPLLωLg∆icd

+
(GCL + Req)icd0

Zic
GPLL(sLg + Rg)∆icq (C.13)

where the variable Zic is introduced for simplification of the equations and is equivalent

to Zic = sLeq+Req+GCL. Considering the current loop PI controller, GCL is expressed

as

GCL = KpCC(1 +
1

Tccs
) (C.14)

then the following simplification can be derived

GCL

Zic
=

ωCL(Leq +
Req

s )

sLeq + Req + ωCL(Leq +
Req

s )
=

1
s

ωCL
+ 1

(C.15)

If the inner current loop is considered fast enough that the converter current directly

follows the reference, and the grid dynamics are simplified as in [284], then the equations

in (C.12) and (C.13) can be simplified to

∆icd

∆icq

 =

A B

C D

∆i∗cd

∆i∗cq

 (C.16)

where A, B, C and D are transfer functions defined as

A =
1

1 + GPLLXgIcq0
(C.17)

B = 0 (C.18)
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C =
GPLLXgIcd0

1 + GPLLXgIcq0
(C.19)

D = 1 (C.20)

Further to this, the derivation to obtain the state space representation of input power

and PCC voltage are the inputs, is described in Chapter 6, resulting in the final form

of ∆P

∆u

 =

 GPC0
1+GPC0

Y
1+X

1+GAC0
M

1+N

1+GAC0
GAC0

1+GAC0

∆P ∗

∆u∗

 (C.21)

where the intermediate variables X, Y, M, N, GPC0 and GPC0 are defined by

X = Kp(s)(mA + nC), Y = KU (s)(mB + nD) (C.22)

M = Kp(s)(pA + qC), N = KU (s)(pB + qD) (C.23)

GPC0 = X − YM

(1 + N)
(C.24)

GAC0 = N − YM

(1 + X)
(C.25)
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Participation Factors

The participation factor of a mode is derived to help identify how a dynamic variables

affects the mode. For the state space model, referring to equation (6.1), the state

component, x, of the system,
dx

dt
= Ax (D.1)

the vector of eigenvalues of the A matrix is defined by λ and v is the eigenvector. The

relation is denoted by

Av = λv (D.2)

The measure of the sensitivity of each eigenvalue to each diagonal entry of the A matrix

(akk) is the participation factor [311].

pki =
δλi

δakk
(D.3)

The pki participation factor for each ith eigenvalue and kkth diagonal entry in A matrix

relates the kth state to the ith eigenvalue.

From the participation factor equation defined in (7.5), the kth entries in the left and

right eigenvectors, wi and vi, satisfy:

Avi = λiviw
t
iA = wt

iλi (D.4)
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MMC Equation Derivation Detail

The expansion of two oscillating signals, X(t) and Y(t), multiplied together in the dq

reference frame can be represented by

Z(t) = X(t)Y (t)

Z(t) = (X0Y0 +
XDYD

2
+

XQYQ
2

+
XD2YD2

2
+

XQ2YQ2

2
)+

(XDY0 + X0YD +
XD2YD

2
+

XQ2YQ
2

+
XDYD2

2
+

XQYQ2

2
)cos(ωt)

+ (XQY0 + X0YQ −
XD2YQ

2
+

XQ2YD
2

−
XQYD2

2
+

XDYQ2

2
)sin(ωt)

+ (
XDYD

2
−

XQYQ
2

+ XD2Y0 + XX0YD2)cos(2ωt)

+ (
XQYD

2
+

XDYQ
2

+ XQ2Y0 + XX0YQ2)sin(2ωt) (E.1)
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The expanded linearised equations for the converter side AC voltages in the dq frame

can be defined by:

∆Vd =
∆Md(2v

∑
UC00 + v

∑
UCD20)

4
+

∆Mq(v
∑
UCQ20)

4
+

∆MD2(v
∑
UCD0)

4
+

∆MQ2(v
∑
UCQ0)

4
+

∆v
∑
UCD2MD0

4
+

∆v
∑
UCQ2MQ0

4
+

∆v
∑
UCD(−2 + MD20)

4
+

∆v
∑
UCQ(MQ20)

4
+

∆v
∑
UC0(2MD0)

4

∆Vq =
∆Md(v

∑
UCQ20)

4
+

∆Mq(2v
∑
UC00 − v

∑
UCD20)

4
−

∆MD2(v
∑
UCQ0)

4
+

∆MQ2(v
∑
UCD0)

4
−

∆v
∑
UCD2MQ0

4
+

∆v
∑
UCQ2MD0

4
+

∆v
∑
UCD(MQ20)

4
−

∆v
∑
UCQ(2 + MD20)

4
+

∆v
∑
UC0(2MQ0)

4
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