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Introduction





Contamination generally refers to the presence of substances which in sufficient quantities would pose a problem of pollution by causing harm to the environment including people, buildings, plants and future users of the land. Two particular areas of concern are exposure by skin contact with contaminated soil and the impact on water quality through the pollution of surface and ground water.





There are numerous ways by which land can become contaminated including:





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	leaks and spillages (drains, pipes, storage tanks)


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	stack emissions


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	disposal of waste materials either on site or on adjacent land


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	demolition of buildings containing contaminating material


�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h�	migration of gases or contaminated ground water onto a site from adjacent land





All staff, patients, visitors and any other people who may spend time on the site are potential receptors. Other possible receptors are buildings, services, surface and ground water, animals, plants and future users of the land.





Legislation





UK primary legislation applicable to land contamination includes:





Environment Act 1995


Water Resources Act 1991


Environmental Protection Act 1990


Control of Pollution Act 1974


Town and Country Planning Act 1971


Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1972





Primary References





Guidelines for business to deal with contaminated land. Confederation of British Industry, 1994. ISBN 0-85201-359-0.





Supplementary Information





A statutory framework for contaminated land was introduced by the Environment Act 1995 which amends the Environmental Protection Act 1990 by the addition of a new Part IIA. Contaminated land is now defined as land which the local authority considers to be in such a condition because of substances in, on or under it that either:





(a) significant harm is being caused or could be caused; or





(b) controlled waters are being polluted or are likely to be polluted.





Local authorites are now required to inspect their areas and identify contaminated land. They can issue remediation notices requiring action to be taken by an appropriate person who is the person responsible for causing the contamination or, if such a person cannot be found, the owner or occupier of the land in question.





Schedule 6 of the Environmental Protection (Prescribed Processes and Substances) Regulations 1991 (SI 1991/472) lists substances whose release onto land is controlled.


�
N.B.	Before commencing this audit please ensure that the 'Auditor', 'Location', 'Date' and 'GREENCODE Issue No' boxes are completed on front page.
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Does the policy statement identify legal requirements as the�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
minimum acceptable level of environmental performance?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
4.�
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Has a review been carried out on the site to identify �
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To your knowledge is the organisation adhering to all �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
applicable legislation on this topic?�
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following the occurrence or identification of land contamination and/or complaints?�
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