Draft Trust Environmental Policy Statement





This Trust/DMU believes that the effect of its operations on the environment is of significant importance and, as an integral part of its commitment to ensure the health and well-being of the community, will do its utmost to contain the environmental impact of its activities to a practicable minimum consistent with maintaining its responsibilities in providing high quality patient care. The Trust/DMU is also committed to the requirements of the Environmental Protection Act and all other relevant statutory legislation.





Whilst the Trust/DMU recognises that the minimum acceptable level of environmental performance is that laid down by statutory legislation, it will regularly review its environmental management system and both develop and implement management plans to effect progressive improvement in its overall environmental performance. In the absence of existing legislation or standards the Trust/DMU will establish credible standards of its own.





The Chief Executive Officer shall be responsible for the implementation, development and review of this policy.





In particular, the Trust/DMU will seek to:





	continue to promote the efficient use of energy in an economical and environmentally sound manner by promoting energy conservation and, where economically viable, investing in energy saving technology and management;





	have regard for both environmental issues and value for money in all centrally purchased goods and services and promote the use of products and services of suppliers whose environmental policies are in accord with our own;





	enhance the natural beauty of the site by maintaining the Trust/DMU grounds and gardens in an environmentally sound manner plus promote visual amenity through the design, location and finishes of buildings and structures;





	provide environmental training to appropriate staff, ensure that all staff are aware of the environmental policy and how they can contribute to the Trust/DMU's overall environmental performance;





	promote waste minimisation and reduce the environmental impact of waste through beneficial use, where practicable, or safe disposal where not;





	protect natural habitats;





	reduce, where practicable, pollution to air, land and water.





Implementation of this policy will be achieved through the development, implementation and maintenance of a written Environmental Management System.





The Trust/DMU shall openly communicate the organisation's environmental performance to staff, patients, government authorities and other interested parties on request.





The Trust/DMU will support relevant environmental initiatives in the community plus support research and development activities aimed at improving the organisation's overall environmental performance.





Signed for and on behalf of the Trust/DMU _____________________________


							(Chief Executive Officer)
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