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Introduction


The production of waste and its management have become topics of major environmental concern. This has been reflected in an increasingly stringent legislative regime as evidenced by the Duty of Care introduced under Section 34 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.





While the safe disposal of waste is of obvious concern, increasing emphasis is being placed on reducing the need for disposal in the first place. This is reflected in current Government policy which sets out a hierarchy of preference for waste management, subject to the best practicable environmental option in each case, as follows:





1.	Reduction


2.	Re-use


3.	Recovery (e.g. recycling, composting, as a source of energy)


4.	Disposal





These preferences are manifested in the Government White Paper Making Waste Work which sets out a national strategy for the management of controlled waste. Section 92 of the Environment Act 1995 requires statutory waste strategies, informed by the White Paper, to be introduced in Scotland and in England and Wales.





The Landfill Tax came into operation in October 1996 with the purpose of encouraging a reduction in the amount of waste going to landfill disposal in favour of the more preferred options. In addition, certain forms of waste, such as spent fluorescent lamp tubes, are likely to become increasingly difficult to dispose of to landfill as regulatory standards become more stringent.





The Control of Pollution (Special Waste) Regulations 1980 have now been replaced in both Scotland and in England and Wales by new Regulations enacted under the Environmental Protection Act 1990. These Regulations implement Directive 91/689/EEC on Hazardous Waste and revise the definition of special waste and the consignment note procedure.





Legislation


UK primary legislation applicable to waste management includes:





Environment Act 1995 


Radioactive Substances Act 1993


Environmental Protection Act 1990


Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989


Refuse Disposal (Amenity) Act 1978


Control of Pollution Act 1974 





Primary References


Command Paper 3040. Making waste work: a strategy for sustainable waste management in England and Wales. HMSO, 1995. ISBN 0-10-130402-1.





DoE/Scottish Office/Welsh Office. Waste Management: The Duty of Care: A Code of Practice. HMSO, 1996. ISBN 0-11-753210-X.





DoE Circular 6/96, Scottish Office Agriculture, Environment and Fisheries Department Circular 13/96 and Welsh Office Circular 21/96. EPA 1990, Part II: Special Waste Regulations 1996. HMSO, 1996. ISBN 0-11-753292-4.





DoE Circular 1496, Scottish Office Agriculture, Environment and Fisheries Department Circular 26/96 and Welsh Office Circular 39/96. EPA 1990, Part II: Special Waste (Amendment) Regulations 1996. HMSO, 1996. ISBN 0-11-753328-9.





�
N.B.	Before commencing this audit please ensure that the 'Auditor', 'Location', 'Date' and 'GREENCODE Issue No' boxes are completed on front page.
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POLICY�
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1.�
Is there a written policy statement on waste management?�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
2.�
Does the policy statement identify key senior managers �
�
�
�
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�
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�
�
�
with overall responsibility for policy formation, policy�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
implementation and ongoing policy development?�
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3.�
Does the policy statement identify legal requirements as the�
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minimum acceptable level of environmental performance?�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
4.�
Is the policy statement brought to the attention of all staff?�
�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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5.�
Is the policy statement signed and dated by the chief �
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�
�
�
�
�
executive?�
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�
�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
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2.�
ORGANISATION & PERSONNEL�
�
�
�
�
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�
�
�
�
1.�
Has a manager with responsibility for all waste �
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
management matters been appointed?�
�
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�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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2.�
Are responsibilities for waste management devolved �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
successively through the management structure?�
�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
3.�
Are the duties of personnel with devolved responsibilities �
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
documented?�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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4.�
Are there arrangements for departmental managers to �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
collaborate on the co-ordination of waste management?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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5.�
Are there arrangements for identifying waste management �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
instruction and training needs?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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6.�
Are there arrangements for carrying out identified waste �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
management instruction and training?�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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3.�
PRACTICES & PROCEDURES�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
1.�
Are there arrangements for obtaining information on, and �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
keeping up-to-date with, changes in statutory requirements, �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
codes of practice and guidance related to waste �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
management?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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2.�
Have all waste arisings been identified?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
3.�
Are all waste arisings classified according to type �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
(i.e. Clinical, Special etc.)?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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4.�
Has the waste generated within each classification been �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
quantified (i.e. Volume, weight etc.)?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
5.�
Have the contents of the waste within each classification �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
been identified (paper, metal, glass, etc.)?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
6.�
Are all types of waste segregated and appropriately labelled �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
as to origin and for subsequent handling, storage and disposal?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
PRACTICES & PROCEDURES CONT.�
�
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�
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7.�
Are all types of waste properly stored according to type �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
prior to disposal (e.g. spent chemical containers require �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
to be flushed out prior to storing for disposal)?�
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�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
�
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8.�
Is a waste disposal register maintained to record �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
collection frequency, amount and weight of waste?�
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�
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9.�
Has an exercise been undertaken to identify waste �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
minimisation opportunities?�
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�
�
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10.�
Has an exercise been undertaken to establish the �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
commercial disposal value of your waste (for income �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
generation and to aid recycling)?�
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11.�
Where required, is your waste management system �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
licenced?�
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�
�
�
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Are your waste disposal contractors properly licensed?�
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�
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�
�
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13.�
Have checks been made to ensure that your waste �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
contractors use disposal sites that are registered to accept �
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
your waste?�
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14.�
Are checks made to ensure that contractors operating on �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
your site dispose of waste in an environmentally responsible manner?�
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�
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15.�
Are summary consignment/transfer notes issued by the �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
waste disposal contractor and are they held for two years?�
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16.�
Has all applicable legislation on this topic been identified?�
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17.�
To your knowledge is the organisation adhering to all �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
applicable legislation on this topic?�
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4.�
PROGRAMME & CORRECTIVE ACTION�
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1.�
Is there an up-to-date waste management programme which �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
identifies specific environmental objectives?�
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2.�
Are waste management environmental objectives to be �
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�
achieved within a fixed time period and are they measurable?�
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3.�
Is waste management performance measured against pre-�
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�
determined programmes and performance standards, �
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including legislation?�
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Are there procedures for implementing remedial action �
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�
following the identification of any non-compliance and/or �
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complaints?�
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